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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

A DECLARATION^ by the Hepre/entatlves of the Umted 
States of America, in Congrefs ajfemhledy f'uly 4, 1 776. 

WHEN, in the coarfe of human events, it becomes 
necefTary for one people to dilToIve the political 
bands which have connected them with another, and to 
afluroe among the powers of the earth, the feparate and 
equal ftadon to which the laws of nature and of nature's 
God entitle them, a deeent refpeA to the opinions of man- 
kind requires that they (hould declare the caufes which im- 
pel them to the reparation. 

We hold thefe truths to be felf evident — that all men arc 
created equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights ; that among thefe are life, liberty^ 
and the purfuit of happinefs. That, to fecore thefe rights, 
governments are inftituted among men, deriving their juf): 
powers from the confent of the governed ; that whenever 
any form of government becomes deftruftive of thefe ends, 
it is the right of the people to alter or to aboHfh it, and to 
inftitttte newgovernment, laying its foundation on fuch princi- 
ples, and organizing its powers in fuch form, as to them ftiall 
feem mod likely to effe^ their fafety and happinefs. Pru- 
dence, indeed, will dilate, that governments long eftablilhed 
ihould not be changed for light and tranfient caufes ; and 
accordingly all experience hath fliawn, that. mankind are 
more difpofed to fuffer, while evils are fufferable, thao to 
right themfelves by aboliHiing the forms to which they are 
accuftomed. But when a long train of ftbufes and ufurpattons^ 
purfuing invariably the fame objed^ «evinces a defign to re- 
duce them under abfolute defpotifm, it is their right, it is 
their duty, to throw off fuch government, and to provide 
new guards for their future fecurity. Such has been the 
patient fufierance of thefe colonies ; and fuch is now the 
effity which conftrainsthem to alter their former fyftems of 
^mmen^. The hiftory of the prefent King of Great Britain 
iiiftory of repeated injuries and ttfurpa:tions9 all having 
ifrcft objea the eftablilhment of an abfolute tyranny over 
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thefe States. To prove this, let fads be fubmittcd to a can. 
did world. 

He has refufed his aflent to laws, the moft wholefome and 
acccffary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pafs laws of immediate 
and preffing importance, unlefs fufpcnded in their operation, 
till his aficnt (hould be obtained : and, when fo fufpeoded^ 
he has utterly negleded to attend to them. 

He has refufed to pafs other laws, for the accommodation 
of Jarge diftrid^s of people, unlefs thofe people would relin. 
quifli the right of reprefentation in the Legiilature — a right 
ineilimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legiflative bodies, at placet unufual^ 
uncomfortable, and diftant from the depoiitory of their public 
lecords,^ for xhe fole parpofe of fatiguing them into compli. 
ance with his meafure&. 

He hat di0blved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for 
oj^ofing, with manly ^rmqefs, his invaiions on the rights of 
the people. 

He baa refufed, for a long time after fuch difTolutlons, to 
caoii othera to be defied ; whereby the legiflative powers, 
incapable of annihilation^ have returned to the people at 
large, for their exercife ; the ftate remaining, in the mean 
timcj expofed to all the danger of invafipn from without, and 
convalfions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of theie 
ftates ; for that purpofe obftrudling the laws for naturaliza- 
tion of foreigners ; refuiiog to pafs others, to encourage their 
migration hither, and raifing the conditions of new appropri.. 
ations of lands. 

He has obftruded the adminiftration of jufttce, by refufing 
his alTent to laws, for eflabliihiug Judiciary Powers. ^ 

He has made Judges dependent on bi& wiU alone, for the 
tenure of their offices, and the amount. §fid payment of their 
Salaries. 

He has ere^d a multitude of new offices> and fent hither 
fwarms of officers, to harrafs our people^ and eat out their 
fubftance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace^ Handing armies, 

without the confent of our Legiflatures. 

He has affefted to render the military independent of, and 
funerior m. thft civil now«r. 
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He has combined with others, to fubjefl us to a jarifdic- 
tion, foreign to our Conftitation, and unacknowledged hf 
our laws ; giving his aflent to their adis of pretended legifla- 
tion-: — 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us ; — 

For proteifling them, by a niock trial, from, panifhnoent for 
any murders which they fliould commit on the inhabitants of 
thefe Itates : — 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world : — 

For impofing taxes on us without oilr confent :— 

For depriving us, in many cafes, of tlw benefits of trial by 
jury :— 

For tranfporting us beyond fcas, to be tried for pretended 
offences : — 

For abolifliing the free fy^^m of Englilh laws in a neighs 
bouring province, eftablifhing therein an arbitrary govern- 
ment, and enlarging its boundaries fo as to render it at once 
an example and fit inftmmcnt, for introducing the fame abfo- 
lute rule into thefe colonies i-^ 

For taking away our charters^ abdifttirrg owf n»oft valua- 
ble laws, and altering fundamentally the forms o^ our govern- 
ments : — 

For fufpending our own Legiftaturcs, and dccraring them- 
fclves invefted with power^ to legiflatc for ut in all cafes 
what foe ver. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of 
bis prote^t^n, and waging war againft us. 

He. has plundered our feas,. ravaged our coafts, burnt our 
towns, and dcftroyed the lives of our people. 

He is, at this time,, tranfporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries^ to complete the works of death, defolation, and 
tyranny, already begtm^^ with circumftances of cruelty and 
perfidy, (carcely paralleled in the moft barbarous ages, and 
totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 

He has conftraincd our fellow citizens, taken captive on 
the high feas, to bear arms againft their country, to become 
the execationer^of their friends and brediren, or to fall them- 
felves by their hands.. 

He has excited' dbmeftic Infurreflions amongd us, and ha« 
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the 
mercilefs Indian favages, whofe known rule of warfare is an 
widiHinguilhed deftru^on.of alLages, fcxes, and conditions. 
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In every ftage of thefe oppreffions, we have petitioned for 
ttdrefs^ in the moft humble terms : our repeated petitions have 
been anfwered onJy by repeated injury, A prince whofe 
charader is thus marked^ by every z6k, which may define a 
tyr^ntj is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our Britifh bre- 
thren. We have warned them, from time to time, of at- 
tempts made by their Legiflature, to extend an unwarrantable 
jurifdid^ion over u$« We have reminded them of the circum- 
ilances of our emigration and fettlement here. We have ap. 
pealed to their native juilice and magnanimityj and we have 
conjured them, by the ties of our common kindred, to dif- 
avow thefe ufurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our 
connexions and correfpondence. They, too, have been deaf to 
the voiceof juilice and of confanguinity. We muft, therefore, 
;icquiefce in the neceflity, which denounces our feparation, 
aind hold them, as we hold the refl of mankind — enemies in 
var; — in peace, friends. 

We, therefore, th* Reprefentatives of the United States of 
America, in General Congrefs aiTembled, appealing to the 
Supreme Judge of the world, for the reflitude of our inten. 
tions. Do, in the name and by the authority of the good peo. 
pie of thefe colonies, folemnly publilh and declare, that thefe 
United Colonics are, and, of right, ought to be free, and 
independent ftates; — that they are abfolved from all allegi. 
ance to the Britiih crown, and that all political connexion, be- 
tween them and the ftate of Great Britain, is and ought to 
be totally diffolved ; and thaty as free and independent ftates, 
tliey have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contraA 
alliances, eftabliih commerce, and to do all other adls and 
things which independent ftates may of right do» And for the 
fupport of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the pro. 
tedion of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
oiher our lives, our fortunes, and our facred honour. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Congrefs, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Frefidtnt. 

Attefted. 

Charles Thomson, Secretary, 

Netw-Hamfjhlre* 
Jofiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton. 
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X CONSTITUTION OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 

<Ihe CONSTITUTION framed for the United States 9/ 
America, hj a Consent ion of Deputies from the fiates of 
Ne^w-Hampjhire, Majfachufetts, Cwneeticut, Nenv-Tork, 
Ne'w.Jirfey, Pennjyl'vania^ Delanuare, Maryland , VirgintOy 
North-Carolina^ South-Cardinay and Georgia, at a f^om 
begun A//zy 25, and ended September 17, 17S7. 

WE, the people of the United States, in order to form 
a more perfed union, eftablifh juftice, iofare domef. 
tic tranqdillity, provide for the common defence, promote the 
gcnt^al welfare, and fecure the bleffings of liberty to our- 
i elves and our poilerity, do ordain and etlablifli this confii- 
tution for thetJniced States of America. 



ARTICLE I. Section !• 
All legiilative |>owers herein granted^ (hall be vefltd in a 
Congrefs of the United States, which fhall confift of a Senate 
^nd Houfeof Reprefentatives. 



Section II, 

I. The Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall confiil of Members 
chofen every fecond year, by the people of the fcveral dates : 
and ihe eledors in each (late, (hall have the qualifications 
requifite for eledors of the A^oft numerous branch of the 
Aate Legiflature. 

II. No perfon (hall be a Reprefentartive, who (hall not 
have attained to the age of twenty .five years, and been 
fcven years a citizen of the United States ; and who (hall 
not, when ekded, be an inhabitant of that ^ate in which he 
(hall be chofen. 

III. Reprefentatives And dired taxes, (hall be apportioned 
among the feveral dates, which may be included within this 
«aion, according to their refpedVive numbers, whiah (hall be 
determined by adding to th«^ whole number of free perfon s, 
ificluding thofe bound to fervice for a term of years, and 
excluding Indians not taxed, three.fifchs of all other perfons. 
The adlual enumeration (hall be made within three years 
after the fird meeting of the Congrefs of the United States ; 
md witUn every fubfcquenc term of ten years, in fugh man. 
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ner 9s thtj (hall by law, dire^. The namber of Repreferiu 
tatives (hall not exceed one for every thirty thoufand : bot 
each (late (hall have at lead one Reprefentative : and, until 
fuch enumeration (hall be made, the ftate of New-Hamp(hire 
(hall be entitled to choofe three ; MalTachufetts eight ; 
Rhode.Idand and Proyidence Plantations one ; Connedficut 
five ; New- York;/ fix ; New Jcrfcy four ; Pennfylrania eight ; 
Delaware one ; Maryland fix ; Virginia ten ; North-Carolina 
five ; South-Carolina five ; and Georgia three* 

IV* When vtcancies happen in the reprefentation from any 
fiate, the executive authority thereof (hall i(rue writs of 
eleAions to fill fuch vacancies. 

V. The Houfeof Reprefentatives (hall choofe their Speaker 
and other officers ; and (hall have the fole power of impeach- 
inent« 
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Section Illr 

I. I'he Senate of the United States (hall be compofed of 
two Senators from each ftate, chofen by the Legiflature 
thereof, for fix years : and each Senator (hall have one vote. 

II. Immediately after they (hall be a(rembled, in confe- 
quoflce of the firft ele^lion, they (hall be divided, as equally 
as may be, into three cla(res. The feats of the Senators of 
ttie firft clafs (hall be vacated at the expiration of the fecond 
year ; of the fecond clafs, at the expiration of the fourth 
year ; and of the third clafs, at the expiration of the fixth 
year: fo that one third may be chofen every fecond year. 
And if vacancies happen, by refignation or otherwife, during 
the recefs of the Legifiature of any ftate, the executix^e 
thereof may make temporary appointments until the next 
meeting of the Legijlature> which (hall then fill fuch va- 
cancies. - * 

IIL No perfon (hall be a Sena't6r, who (hall not have 
ained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a 
izen of the United States; and who (hall not, when eleded 
an inhabitant of that ftate for which he fhail be chofen. 
IV. The Vice-Prefident of the United States fliall be 
!fident of th« Senate ; but (hall have no vote unlefs they 
equiilly divided. 

/. The Senate (hall choofe their other officers, and alfo 
refidcnt pro-teroporc, in the abfcacc of the Viec-Prefident, 
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or whea he (hall exercif« the office of Prefidenr of the Unitedi 
States. 

VI* The Senate (hall have the fole power to try all isn- 
peachroents. When fitting for that purpofe, they ihall be on 
oath or affirmation. When the Preiident of the United States 
is tried, the Chief Jufltce (hall prelide : and no perfon fhall. 
be convidted, without the concurrence of two-thirds of the: 
members prefent. 

VII. Judgment, in cafes of impeachment, (hall not extend 
further than to removal from office,, and difqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honour, truft, or profit, under 
the United States. But the party convi^ed (hall, neverthelefs,. 
be liable and fubjed^ to indidment,, trial,, judgmentj. and 
puni(hment according to law.. 

■ I IJIII.M- 

Section IV, 

I. The times, places,, and manner of holding eledlipns for 
Senators and Reprefentatives,^ (hall be prefcribed in each ftate 
by the Legifiature thereof: but the Congrefs may, at any 
time, by law, make or alter fuch regulations,, except as to 
the places of choofing Senators* 

II. The Congrefs (hall a(femble at lea(f' once in everjr 
year; and fuch meeting (hall be on the ht& Monday itt 
December, ubIcI's they (kail by law appoint a dififerent day» 

SlCTION V* 

I. Each Houfe (hall be the judge of the eledlions, returns^^ 
and qualifications of ita own members > and a majority of 
each (hall conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs : but a fmaller 
number may adjourn from day to day» and may be authorised 
to compel the attendance of abfent menders, in fuch manner, 
and under fuch penalties as each Hou(e may provide. 

II. Each Houfe may determine the rules of its proceedings ; 
puhi(h its members for diforderly behaviour ; and^ with the 
concurrence of two.thirds, expel a member. 

III. Each Houfe (hall keep a journal of its proceedings ; 
and, from tin>e to time, publilh the fame, excepting fuch parts 
as may in their judgment require fecrecy : a«d the yeas and 
nays, of the members of either Houfe, on any qoeiiion, (half/ 
at the defire of one*fifth of thofe pfefent, be entered on the 
journal* 
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IV. Neither Houfc, during the feflion of Congrefs, (kali, 
without the confent of the other, adjotirn for more than three 
days, nor to any other place than that in which the two 
Hoafes Ihall be fitting. 

Section VI. 

I. The Senators and Reprefentatives (hall receive a com. 
peafatioo for their fervices, to be afcertained hy law, and 
paid oat of the treafary of the United States. They (hall, in 
all cafes, except trcafon, felony, and breach of the peace, be 
privileged from arr«(^, during their attendance at the feflion 
of their refpedive Houfes, and in going to, and returning 
from the fame : and for anyfpeech or debate in cither Houfe, 
they (hall not be queilioned in any other place. 

II. No Senator or Reprefentative (hall, during the time 
for which he was ele^ed, be appointed to any civil office^ 
nnder the authority of the United States, which (hall have 
been created, or the emoluments of which (hall have been 
incrcafed, during fuch time : and no perfon, holding any 
office under the United States, (hall be a member of cither 
Houfc, during his continuance in o£ice* 

Section VII. 

I. All bills, for raifing revenue, (hall originate in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives : but the Senate (hall propofe or 
concur with amendments, as on other bills. 

II. Every bill, which (hall have paffed the Hoofeof Re-- 
prefentatives and the Senate, (hall, before it become a law, 
be prefented to the Prefident of the United States. If he 
approve, he ftiall fign it : but if not, he (hall return it, with 
his objedions, to that Houfe, in which it (hall. have origi* 
nated, who (hall enter the objeftions at large on their journal, 
and proceed to rccorrfider it. If, after fujh reconfideration, two- 
thirds of that Hoafe (hall agree to pafs the bill, it (hall be 
(em, together with the objciflidns, to the other Hoyfe, by 
which it (hall likewife be reconfidcred : and, if approved by 
two-thirds of that Houfe, it (hall become a law. But, in all 
fuch cafes, the votes of both Houfes (hall be determined by 
yeas and nays : and the names of the perfons voting for 

rand againft the bill, (hall be entered on the journal of 
«ach Houfe refpcftively. If any bill (hall not be returned by 
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the Prcfldcnt, within ten days (Sundays excepted) aftet it 
fiiall fcave been pnefent^d to hina^ the fame (hall be a jaw, ia \ 
like manner as if he had Signed it^ unlefs the Congrefs, by ; 
their adjournment^ prevent its return ; in which cafe it (hall 
not be a law. 

III. Every order, refolntion, or vote, to which the con- 
currence of the Senate and Houfe of Rcprcfcntaiives may be . 
neceffary (except on a queftion of adjournment) (hall be pre- 
fcntcd to the Prefident of the United States ; and, before j 
the fame (hall take effed, be approved by him ; or,, being l 
difapproved by him^ fliall be repaffed by two- thirds of born ; 
Houfes, according to the rules and limitations prefcribed in ; 
the cafe of 4 bilL i 



Section VIII. 
The Congrefs (hall have power — 

I. To lay and colledl taxes, duties, impodsj and excifea, to 
pay the debts,, and provide for the common defence, and gene- ' 
ral welfare of the United States : but all duties, impofls, and 
excifesj (hail be uniform throughout the United States. 

II. To borrow money on the credit of the United States. 

III. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the feveral (lates, and with the Indian tribes. 

IV. To eUablilh an uniform rule of naturalizittioji, a 
uniform laws on the fabjed of bankruptcies, throughout tfae^ 
United States. 

V. To coin mor>ey ; regulate the value thereof, and 01 
foreign coin ; tt\\ fix the ftandard of weights and meafiires. 

VI. To provide for the punifhment of counterfeiting 
fecurities and current coin of the United States. 

VIL.To eftablilh poft offices and poU roads. 

VIII. 1 o promote the progrefs of fcience and ufeful arfi 
by fecuring for limited times, to authors and inventors, th 
exciuiive right to their refpeftive writings and difcoveries. | 

IX. To conftitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court. I 

X. To define and punifh piracies and felonies committed on ] 
the high feas, and o^ences againft the law of nations. 

XI. To declare war ; grant letters of marque and reprifal^J 
and make rules concerning captures on land and water. { 

XII. To raife and fupport armies. But no appropriation^ 
of money for that ufe, (hall be for a longer term than two- 
years. 
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XIIL To provide and maintain a navy. 

XIV. To make rules for the government and regulation of 
the land and naval forces. 

XV. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the union, fupprew infurreftions, and repel in- 
vaiions. 

XVI. To provide for organising, arming, and difciplining 
,fhe militia, and for governing fuch part of them as may be 
»«nployed in the fervice of the United States; referving to 

the ftatcs refpeftively the appointment of the officers, and the 
authority of training the militia according to the difcipline 
prcfcribed by Congrcfs. 

XVII. To exercife exclufive legiflation, in all cafes what- 
foever, over fuch^iftHft (not exceeding ten miles fqaare) as 
may, by ceffion of particular Hates, and the acceptance of 
Congrefsj become the feat of the government of the United 
States ; and to exercife like authority over all places -pur- 
chafed by the confent of the Lcgiflature of the ftate rn which 
the fame ihall be, for the eredion of forts, magazines, arfe- 
nals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings ; and 

XVIII. To make all laws, which fhailbc neceffaryami 
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and 
ill other powers vetted by this conftitution in the govcrnmeat 
rf" the United States, or in any department or officer thereof. 
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; I. *ni« migration or importation of fuch perfohs, as any 
*^ the ftates now exifling ihall think proper to admit, fhall 
t be prohibited by flie Congreft, prior to the year one 
mfand eight hundred and eight ; but a tax or duty may 
iropofed on fuch importation, not estceeding ten dollars 
r each perfon. 

II. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus ihall not 
)c fufpcnded, unlcfs when, in cafes of rebellion or inraiion^ 
the public fafety may rehire It. 

III. No bin of attainder or ex poft fafto law fhall be 
[laiTed. 

I IV. No capitation or other dircdl tax ihall be laid, tinlefa 
b proportion to the ccnfus or enumeration herein before 
rented to be taken. 
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V. No tax or duty (hall be laid on articles exported from 
any ftate. No preference (hall begiven, by any^ regulation of 
commerce or revenue^ to the ports of one ftatey over thofe of 
another : nor fhall veiTels^ bound to or from one date, be 
obiigtrd to enter, clearj or pay duties in another. 

VI. No money (hall be drawn from the treafury, but in 
confequence of appropriations made by law ; and a regulir 
ilatemcnt and account of the receipts and expenditures of all 
public money (hall be publiihed from time to time. 

VII. No title of nobility fhall be granted by the United 
States : And no perfon, holding any office of profit or truft 
under them, (halJ, without the^confent of Concrefs, accept of 
any prefent, emolument, office or title, of any kind whatever, 
from any king, prince, or foreign flate. 

Section X. 

L No flate fhall enter into any treaty, alliance or confc« 
deration ^ grant letters of marque and reprifal ; coin money; 
emit bills of credit ; make any thing but gold and fiWer coia, 
a tender in payment of debts ; pafs any bill of attainder, t 
poft fa^o law, or law impairing the obligation of contrafls^ 
or grant any title of nobility. 

fl. No ftate (hall, without the confent of Congrefs, lay sl%) 
inapoils or duties on imports or exports, except what may 
abfolutely necefTary for executing its infpedlion laws ; and thi 
net produce of all duties and impofts laid by any ftate 
imports or exports, fhall be for the ufe of the treafqry of tl 
United States ; and all fuch laws fhall be/ubje^ to the re 
.fion.and control of the Congrefs* No date fhall, wif bout t! 
confent of Congrefs, lay any duty on tonnage, keep troo] 
or (hips of war, in time of peace, enter into any agreennent 
compad with another flate, or with a foreign power, or ei 
gage in war, unlefs a^uaJJy invadedj or in fuch imroinei 
danger as will not admit of delay. 

ARTICLE II. Sbctxon I. 
I. The executive power ihall be veiled in a Prefidcnt 
the United States of America. He fhall ho}d his office durii 
the term of four years, and, together with the Vice-Prefidei 
chofen for the fame term, be eled^ed as follows ; 
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II. Each ftate (hall appoint, in fuch manner as the Legif. 
lature thereof inay dired, a number of eleftors, equal to the 
whole number of Senators and Reprefentatives, to which the 
ftate may be entitled in the Congrefs. But no Senator, or 
Reprefentative, or perfon holding any office of truft or profit, 
under the United States, fhall be appointed an eledlor. 

III. The eleftors Ihall meet in their refpedive dates, and 
vote by ballot for two perfons, of whom one, at leatt, ihall 
not be an inhabitant of the fame ftate with themfelves. And 
they (hall make a lift oC all the perfons voted for, and of the 
number of votes for each ; which lift they (liall fign and cer- 
tify, and tranfmit fealed to the feat of the government of the 
United State*, direded to the Prefident of the Senate. The 
Prefident of the Senate (hall, in the prefence of the Senate 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives, open all the certificates, and 
the votes (hall then be counted. The perfon having the greateft 
number of votes (hall be the Prefident, if fuch number be a 
majority of the whole number of dehors appointed ; and if 
there be more than one who have fuch majority, and have an 
equal number of votes, then the Houfe of Reprefentatives 

■fhall Immediately choofe by ballot one of them for Prefident : 

and if no perfon have a majority, then, from the five higheft 

on the lift, the faid Houfe (hall in like manner choofe the 

Prefident. But in choofing the Prefident, the votes fhall be 

taken by Hates, the reprefentation from each ftate having 

one vote : a quorum for this purpofe (hall confift of a mem- 

i bcr or rtiembers from two-thirds of tlie ftates : and a majority 

all tht ftates (hall be neccffary to a choice. In every cafe 

[after the choice of the Prefident, the perfon liaving the 

greateft number of votes of the eledors, fhall be the Vice- 

flPrefident. But if there (hould remain two or more, who have 

equal votes, the Senate fhall choofe from them, by ballot, the 

i Vice- Prefident. 

'* IV. The Congrefs may determine the time of choofing 
I the eledlors, and the day on which they (hall give their votes ; 
which day fliall be the fame throughout the United States. 

V. No perfon, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen 

>f the United States, at the time of the adoption of this 

►uftitution, fhall be eligible to the ofiice of Prefident. Nei- 

r (hall any perfon be eligible to that office, who ftiall mot 

b 
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have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been four- 
teen years a refident withiti the United States. 

VI. In cafe of the removal of tiie Prcfident from office, or 
of his death, refignation, or inability to difcharge the powers 
and duties of th« fatd clfice, the fame ftiall devolve on the 
Vice-Prcfident ; and the Congrefs may, by law, provide for 
the cafe of removal, death, refignation, or inability, both of 
the Prefident and Vice-Prefidcnt, declaring what officer fhall 
then ad as Prefident : and fuch officer (hall aft accordingly, 
tmtil the difability be removed, or a Prefident Ihafll be elcfted. 

VII. The Prefident (hall, at ftat-ed times, receive for his 
feV vices, a compenfation, which (hall neither be increafed nor 
diminifhed, during 'the period for which heihall have been 
eleded : and he (hall not receive,- within that period, any 
other emolument from the United States^ or any of them. 

VIII. Before he €nter on the execution of his office, he 
fhall take the following oath or affirmation : 

<^ I do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
*^ execute the office of Prefident of the United States ; and 
•^ will, to the beft of my ability, preferve, proteft, and 
•* defend the conftitution of the United States." 



Section II. 

I. The President Ihall be Commander in Chief of the army 
and navy of the United States, and of the militia of the 
iieverai flates, when called into the adlual fervice of the United 
Stales. He may require the opinion, in writing, of the prin- 
cipal officers in each of the executive departments, upon any 
fubjeft relating to the duties of their refpeftive offices : and 
he (hall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, for 
offences againft the United States, except in cafes of im* 
peachment. 

II. He (hall have power, by and with the advice and con-. 
fent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two- thirds of 
the Senators prefent concur : and he (hall nominate, and by 
and with the advice and confent of the Senate, (hall appoint 
Ambaflfadors, other public roinifters and Confuls, Judges of 
the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United States, 
whofe appointments are not herein otherwife provided for, 
and which (hall be eftabli(hed by law. But the Congrefs may, 
by law, veft the appointment of fuch inferior officers, as they 
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think proper^ in the Freiident alone^ in the courts of law, or 
in the beads of departments. 

III. The Prcfident (hall have power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen, during the recefs of the Senate, by granting 
commi^^ons^ which (hall expire at the end of tlieir next 



SSCTION IIL 

He Qiall, from time to time, give to the Cong re fs inform- 
ation of the ftatc of the union ; and recommend to th^ir con- 
£dcration fuch meafures as he ihall judge nfceffary and expe- 
dient. He may, on extraordinary occafions, convene both 
Houfes, or either of them ; and, in cafe of difagreeraent 
between them, with refpeft to the time of adjournment, he 
may adjourn them to fuch time as he ihall think proper. He 
ihall receive ambaifadors and other public minifters. He ihall 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed; and (hall 
commiffion all the officers of the United States. 



Section IV. 
The Prefident, Vice-Prefident, and all civil officers of the 
United States, ihall be remK>ved from office, on impeachment 
for, anid convi^ion of, treafon, bribery, or other high crimes 
ftnd miCdexneanors. 



ARTICLE III. Section I. 

The judicial power of the United States (hall be vefted in 

one Supreme Courts and in fuch inferior Courts, as the Con. 

; grefs may, from time to time, ordain and eiSablifh. The 

Judges^ both of the Supreme and Inferior Courts, (hall hold 

I their offices during good behaviour ; and (hall, at ft a ted times, 

receive for their (ervices, a cpmpenfation, which (hall not be 

diminiihed during their continuance in office. 

Section IL 

I. The judicial ;power (hall extend to all cafes, in law and 

equity, ariiing under this conftitution, the laws of the United 

I States^ and treaties made, or which (hall be made, under their 

[^authority; to all cafes , affeding amba(radors, other public 

jl^inifierg, and confjuls ; to all cafes of admiralty and mari- 

time Jorifdi^ion i to conuovexfics to wliich the United State* 
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(hall be a party, to controverfics between two or more ilates, 
between a ftate and citiz^ens of another ftate, between citi- 
zens of difFerent ftates, between citizens ef the fame ftate 
claiming Tacids under grants of difFerent ilates, and between a 
Rate, or the citizens thereof, and foreign dates, citizens, or 
fubje^ls. 

II. in all cafes, affe^ing ambaiTadors, other public minif- 
ters, and confuls, and thofe in which a ftate (hall be a party, 
the Supreme Court (hall have original jurifdidion. In all the 
other cafes before mentioned, the Supreme Court ftiall have 
appelhite jurifdi6tion, both as to law and faft, with fuch 
exceptions, and under fuch regulations, as the Congrefs (hall . 
make. 

III. The trial of all crimes, except in cafes of impeach 
rnent, (hall be by jury ; and fuch trial (hall be held in the \ 
ftate where the faid crimes (hall have been committed; but 
when not committed within any ftate, the trial fliall be at 
fuch place or places, as the Congrefs may by law have 
direded. 



Section III. 

I. Treafon againft the United States (hall confift only itt 
levying war againft them, or in adhering to their einemie^l 
giving them aid and comfort. No pcrfon ftiall be convidcd" 
of treafon unlefs on the teftimony of two witnefTcfi to the 
fame overt aO, or on confe(fion in open court. 

II. The Congrefs (hall have power to declare the puni(fa«tl 
ment of treafon ; Sut no attainder of treafon (hall work ccM^j 
ruptioo of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of 
perfon attainted. 

ARTICLE IV. Section I. 
Full faith and credit (hall be given, in each ftate, to the 
public ads, records, and judicial proceedings of every other 
ftate. And the Congrefs may, by penal laws, prefcribc the 
manner in which fuch ads, records, and prpceedings fliallbe 
proved and the efted thereof. 

Section II. ^^^ 

I. The citizens of each ftate (hall be entitled to all t] 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the feveral ftates^. 
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II. A pcrfon charged in any ftate with treafon, felony, 
or other crime, who (hall flee from juftice, and be found in 
atiother ilate, fhalli on dtmand of the executive authority of 
the ftate from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed 
to the ftate, having jurifdiclion of the crime. 

III. No perfon, held to fervice or labour in one ftate, 
under the laws thereof, efcaping into another, (hall, in con- 
fequence of any law or regulation therein, be difcharged 
from fuch fervice or labour; but (hall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom fuch fervice or labour may be 
dae. 



Section III. 

I. New ftatcs may be admitted by the Congrefs into thi« 
Bnion ; but no new ftate (hall be formed or ere^ed within the 
jurifdidion of any other ftate — nor any ftate be formed by 
the janftion of two or more ftatesor parts of ftates — without 
the confent of the Legiflatures of the ftates concerned as weH 
as of the Congrefs. 

II. The Congrefs (hall have power to difpofc of, and 
make all needful rules and regulations refpefting the territory 
or other property belonging to the United States: and no- 
thing in this conftitutioD (hall befo conftrued, as to prejudice 
any claims of the United States, or of any particular ftate. 



Section IV, 
The United States (hall guarantee to every ftate in this 
imion, a republican form of government ; and (hall protect 
each of them againft invaflon, and on application of the Le- 
giflature, or of the executive (when the Legiflaturc cannot be 
convened) againft domeftic violence. 

ARTICLE V. 
The Congrefs, whenever two. thirds of both Houfes (halt 
deem it nece(rary, (hall propofe amendments to this^conftitu- 
tion, or on the application of the Legiflatures of two-xhirds 
of the feveral ftates, fliall call a convention fof propo(ing 
amendments, which, in either cafe, (hall be valid to all 
intents and purpofes, as part of this conftitution, when rati- 
fied by the Legiflatures of three-fourths of the feveral ftates^ 
or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or th^ 
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other mode of ratification may be proj>ofed by the Congcefs; 
Provided, that no amendment, which may be made pftor to 
the year one thoufand eight hundred and eight, ihall in any 
manner a£fedl the firft and fourth claufes in the ninth fediion 
of the firft article ; and that no ftate, without its confent^ 
(hall be deprived of its equal fuffragc in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI. 

I. All debts, contrad^ed, and engagements entered into, 
before the adoption of this conflieution, ihall be a^ valid 
againft the United States, under this conftitotion as under 
the confederation. 

II. This conftitution, and the laws of the United States 
which fhall be made in purfuance thereof, and »11 treaties 
made, or which (hall be made, under the authority of the 
United States, fhall be the fuprerae law of the land, and the 
Judges, in every ftate, ihall be bound thereby, any thing in 
the conflitution or laws of any ilate to the contrary notwith- 
ftanding. 

III. The Senators and Reprefentatives before mentioned, 
and the members of the feveral (late Legiflatures, and all 
executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and 
of the feveral ftates, fhall be bound> by oath or afErmation, to 
fupport this conftitution ; but no religious teft ihall ever be 
required as a qualification to any ofEce or public truft under 
the United States. 



ARTICLE VII. 
The ratification of the conventions of nine ftates fhall be 
{ufEcient for the eflabli&ment of this coollitution between 
the flates fo ratifying the fame* 

Done in convention, by the unanimous confent of the dates 
prefent, the feventeenth day of September, in the year 
of ouir Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
feven, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the twelfth. In witnefs whereof we have here- 
unto fubfcribed our names. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Frtjident, 

and Delegate from V'lr^ma^ 
Netv^HamfJhlre* Majfachufotis^ 

John Langdon, Nathaniel Gorhami 

Nicholas Gilman^ Rufus King. 



UNITED STATES. 



XXlll 



William Samuel Johnfon, 
Roger Sherman. 

Ne'w-Tork^ 
Alexander Hamilton. 

William Livingtlon, 

David Brearley, 

William Patterfon, 

Jonathan Dayton. 

Pennfylvanta* 

Benjamin Franklin, 

Thomas Mifflin, 

Robert Morris, 

George Clymer, > 

Thomas Fitzfiraons, 
i Jarcd Ingcrfoll, 

James Wilfon, 
; Gouverncur Morris. 
\ Dela'ware* 

L George Reed, 

Gunning Bedford, junior, 



John Dickinfon, 
Richard Baflet, 
Jacob Broom. 

Maryland. 
James M 'Henry, 
Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 
Daniel Carrol. 

V'trgtma, 
John Blair, 
James Madifon, junior. 

^orth. Carolina m 
William Blount, 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Hugh Williamfon. 

South' Carolina » 
John Rutledge, 
Charles Cotcfworth Pinckncy, 
Charles Pinckney, 
Pierce Butler. 

Georgia* 
William Few, 
Abraham Baldwin. 



Atteft. 



WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretaty. 



AMENDMENTS. 



The follonvivg ARTICLES in addition tOy and amendment of, 
the Conftitution of the United StateSy having been ratified by 
the Legijlaturei of nine ftatesy are equally obligatory ivith 
the Confitution itfelf 

I. CONGRESS (hall make no law refpefting an cftabliOi- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercife thereof, or 
abridging the freedom of fpeech, or of the prefs ; or the right 
of the people peaceably to affemble, and to petition the go- 
tcrnment for a redrefs of grievances. 

II. A well regulated militia being neceflary to the fecu- 
rity of a free date, the right of the peqple to keep and bear 
arms (hall not be infringed. 

III. No foldier (hall, in time of peace, be quartered in 
nv houfe, without the confent of the own«r ; nor in time of 
hot in a manner to be Drefcribed by law. 
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IV. The right of the people to be fecure in their perfons, 
houfesy papers^ and effe^s, againft unreafonable fearches and 
feizurcs, ihall not be violated ; and no warrants (hail idue, 
but upon probable caufe, fupported by oath or affirmation— 
and particularly defcribing the place to be fearched, and the 
perfQns or things to be feized. 

V. No perfon (hall be held to anfwcr for a capital or 
other wife infamous crime, unlefs on a prefentment or io- 
didlment of a grand jury, except in cafes arifing^ in the land 
or naval forces, or in the militia, when in adtual fervice, in 
time of war, or public danger : nor Ihall any perfon be fub- 
jeft, for the fame offence, to 'be twice put in jeopardy of life , 
or limb j nor (hall be compelled in any criminal cafe, to be 
witncfs againft himfelf ; nor be deprived of life, liberty^ or 
property, without due procefs of law : nor ihall private pro- 
perty be taken for public nfe, without juft coropenfation. 

VI. In all criminal profeeutions, the accufed fhall enjoy 
the right to a fpeedy and public trial, by an impahial jury, 
of the date and diflrid^, wherein the crime ihall have been 
committed; which diflridl ihall have been previoufly afcer. 
tained by law ; and to be informed of the nature and caufe 
of the accttfation ; to be confronted with the witneffes againil 
him ; to have compulfory procefs for obtaining witneffes in his 
favour ; and to have the affiftance of counfcl for his defence. 

VII. In fuits at common law, where the value in contro. 
verfy, fhall exceed twenty dollars, the right x)f trial by jury 
Ihall be preferved ; and no hit tried by a jury, ihall be other- 
wife re-examined in any court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law. 

VIII. Exceffive bail ihall not be required ; nor cxceflive fines 
impofed ; nor cruel and unufual punifhments inflidcd. 

IX. The enumeration, in the conftitution of certain rights, 
fhall not be conftrued to deny ortiifparage others, retained by ; 
the people. 

X- The powers, not delegated to the United States, by 
the conftitution, nor prohibited by it to the flates, are referv- 
ed to the ftarcs refpe^^iivcly, or to the people. 
. XI. The judicial power of the United States ihall not bei 
conftrued to extend to any fuit in law or equity, commtfnced'^ 
or profecuted againft one of the United States by citizens of, 
another ilate, or by citizensor fubjefts of any foreign ftate. ] 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

The C^nft'ttutton of Nrw^Hampfiire^ as altered and amended 
hj a Convention of Delegates y held at Concord y in /aid State , 
by adjournment^ en the fecond Wedvefday of February^ 
M,DCC,XCII. , . , . . 

Part I. 

BILL OF RIGHTS. 

Article I. A LL Men are born equally fvce and inJepen- 
xJl dent : Therefore, all Gavernraent, of right, 
originates from the People, is founded in coofcnt, and infti- 
tuted for the general good. 

II. All men have certain natural, eflentia], and inherent 
lights— 'among which are, the enjoying and defending life 
and liberty ; acquiring, poffefling, and protefting property ; 
and, in a word, of feeking and obtaining happinefs. 

III. When men enter into a ftate of fociety, they furren- 
der up fome of their natural rights to that fociety, in order to 
enfure the protedlion of others ; and, without fuch an equi* 
valent, the furrender is void. 

IV« Among the natural rights, foroc are, in their very 
nature, unalienable, becaufe no equivalent can be given or 
received for them. Of this kind are the Rights of Confclence, 

V. Every individual has a natural and unalienable right to 
worfiiip Gob according to the didates of his own confcience, 
and reafon ; and no fubjeft (hall be hurt, moleftcd, or rc- 
ftrained, in his perfon, liberty, or eftatc, for worlhipping 
God in the manner and feafon moft agreeable to the didaies 
of his own confcience^ or for his religious profeffion, fenti- 
menfts^ or pcrfuaaon ; provided he doth not diflurS the pub- 
He peacCj or difturb others in their religious worfhip. 

VI, As morality and piety, rightly grounded on cvangeli- 
_ • R 



6 CONSTITUTION OF 

(:al principles, will give the beft and greateft feeurity toGo* 
vernment, and will lay, in the hearts of men, the (Irongeft 
obligations to due fubje<^ion ; and as the knowledge of thefe 
18 moft likely to be propagated throagh a fociety, by the in- 
flitution of the public worship of the Deity, and of public 
in(l:ru6iion in morality and religion ; therefore, to promote 
thofe important purpofes, the people of this State have a right 
to empower, and do hereby fully empower, the Legiflature, 
to authorife, from time to time, the feveral towns, pariihes> 
bodies corporate, or religious focieties, within this State, to 
make adequate provifion, at their own e^penfe, for the fup- 
port and maintenance of public Fro teftant teachers of piety> 
religion, and morality : 

Frwtied notiMithftandftig^ That the feveral towns, parifhes, 
bodies corporate, or religious focieties, (hall, at all times, 
have the exclniive xight of eledling their own public teachers, 
and of contracting with them for their fupport and mainte- 
ttance.. And no perfon, of any one particular religious fe^ 
or denomination, (hall ever be compelled to pay towards the 
fupport of the teacher or teachers t)f another perfua(ion, fedl, 
or denomination. 

£ut this (hall not be conftrued to free a perfon from the 
obligation of his own contraft, on his pretence of changing 
his religious perfuation after making the contrail. 

And whenever a Mi nifter is fettled by any incorporated 
town or parilh, any perfon di(renting (hall have liberty, either 
at the meeting, or previous to the ordination of the Minifter, 
or within one month after the vote obtained for his fettlement, 
to enter his di(rent, with the Town or Pari(h Clerk, againft 
paying,, or contributing toward the fupport of fuch Minifter j 
and all minors who, after fuch fettlement, (hall come of age, 
and all inhabitants of fuch town or pari(h who arc abfent 
from the fame at the time of fuch meeting or fettlement, and 
all perfons wjio, after fuch fettlement, move into fuch town 
or pari(h to re(ide, (hall have three months from the time of 
their coming of full age, returning into town, or moving in 
to refide, as aforefaid, refpeftively, to enter their di(renr, with 
the Town or Pari(h Clerk, as afoxefaid. 

And all perfons who do not enter their di(rent, as afore, 
i^id, (hall be bound by the major vote of fuch town or parifh ; 
and it fhali be confidered as their voluntary contract : but all 
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pcrfons who enter their diffeilt, as aforefaid^ fhall not be 
bound by the vote of Aich town or parifhy or confidered as 
party to fuch contra^, or in any way be compelled to con- 
tribDtc towards the fupport of the Minifter; nor (hall any, 
perfon be compelled to contribute towards the fupport of the 
Minifter^ who (hall change from th« ft6i or denomination 
of which he profciTcd to be when he fettled^ to any other 
perfuafion, fe^, or denomination. 

And every denomination of Chriftxans, demeaning them- 
felves quietly, and as good fubjefts of the State, (liall be 
equally under the prote^ion of the law : And no fubordina- 
tion of any one fedt or denomination to another, (hall ever be 
eilabliihed by ]aw« 

And nothing herein fhal! be underftood to affeft any former 
contrads made for the fupport of the miniftry ; but all fuch 
contrads (hall remain, and be in the fame flate as if this 
Cenftitution had not been made« 

VII. The people of this State have the fole and exclufi^ 
right of governing themfelves as a free, fovereign, and Inde- 
pendent State ; and do, and forever hereafter (hall, exercife 
and enjoy every power, jurifdidlion, and right, pertaining 
thereto, which is not, or may not hereafter be, by them cx- 
plefsly delegated to the United States of America in Congrefs 
affembled. 

VIII. All power refiding originally in, and being derived 
from, the people, all the magiftrates and officers of govern- 
ment are their fubft it utes and agents, and at all times account. 
able to them« 

IX. No office or place whatfoever, in government, (hall 
be hereditary — the abilities and integrity requifite in al?, 
not being tranfmiffible to pofterity or relations. 

X. Government being inllituted for the common benefit, 
proteftion and fecurity, of the whole community, and not 
for the private intereft or emolument of any one man, family, 
or clafs of men ; therefore, whenever the ends of government 
ate perverted, and public liberty manifeftly endangered, and 
all other means of redrefs are inefFeflual, the people may, and 
of right ought to, reform the old, or eftabli(h a new govem- 
tnenr. The dodlrine of non-reiiftance againft arbitrary pow- 
er, and opprelfion, is abfurd, (lavi(hji and dcftruftive of the 

''j^od and happinefs of mankinds 
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XI. All eleftion* ovglit to be free, and ev^ry inhabitant 
of the State^ having the proper qualifications^ has «qua] right 
to ele^, and be ele^td^ into oiEce. 

XII. Every member of the community has a right to be 
prote^ed by ir, in the enjoyment of his life, liberty and pro* 
perty ; he is therefore bound to contribute his (hare in the ex. 
penfe of fuch protect on, and to yield his perfonal fervice 
when necefl^ry, or an equivalent. But no part of a man's 
property ihall be taken from him, or applied to public ufes, 
without his own confent, or that of the reprefentative body 
of the people. Nor are che inhabitants of this State con. 
trolable by any other laws than thofe to which they, or their 
rcprefentative body, have given their confcnt. 

XIII. No perfon who is confcientioufly fcrupulous about 
the lawfulnefs of bearing arms, (hall be compelled thereto, 
provided he will pay an equivalent. 

XIV. Every fubjeft of this State is entitled to a certain 
*mcdy, by having recoarfe to the laws, for all injuries he 
may receive in his perfon, property or charadler ; to obtain 
right and juflice freely, without being obliged to purchafe 
it; completely, and without any denial; promptly, and 
without delay ; conformable to the laws. 

XV. No fubjcd (hall be held to anfwer for any crime, or 
offence, until the fame is fully and plainly, fubftantblly and 
formally, defcribed to him : or be compelled to accufe or 
furni(h evidence againfi himfelf. And every fubjed (hall have 
a right to produce all proo& that may be favourable to him- 
felf; to i&eet the witneffes againll him, face to face ; and to 
be fully hcctrd in his defence, by himfelf, and counfel. And 
fio fubje^t (hall be arrefted, imprifoned, defpoiled, or de- 
prived of his property, immunities, or privileges, put out of 
the protcftion of the law, exiled or deprived of his life, li- 
berty, or eftate,.but by the judgment of his peers, or the 
law of the land. 

XVI. No fubjeft (hail be liable to be tried, after an acquit- ■ 
al, for the fame crime or offence. Nor (hall the Legiflature 
make any law that (liall fubjed any perfon to a capital punifh- 
roent, (excepting for the government of the army and navy, 
and the militia in adlual fervice) without trial by Jury. 

XVII. In criminal profecutions, the trial of fads, in the 
vicinity where they happen, is fo e(rential to the fecurity of | 
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the life, liberty, andeftate, of the citizens, that no crime or 
offefjce ought to be tried in any other county than that in 
which it is committed ; except in cafes of general infurredtioti 
in any^particular county, when it (hall ap|)ear to the Judges 
of the Superior Court, that an impartial trial cannot be had 
in the county where the offence may be committed, and up- 
on their report, the Legiflature ihall think proper to dired tht 
trial in the neareft county in which an impartial trial can be 
obtained* 

XVIII* All penalties ought to br proportioned to the na- 
ture of the offence* No wife Legiflature will affix the fame 
punifliment to the crimes of iheft, forgery, and the like^ 
which they da to thofc of murder and treafon : Where the 
fame andiftinguiihing feverity is exerted againft aU offences,, 
the people are led to forget the real difttnflion in the crimes 
themfelves, and to commit the mod flagrant with as little com- 
pun^ion as they do the lighteft offences : For the fame reafoi^ 
a multitude of fanguinary laws is both impolitic and unjufl* 
The true defign of all pruniflimcnts being to reform, not to 
exterminate, mankind. 

XIX. Every fubjeft hath a right to be feeure from all un. 
reafonable fearchesand feizuresof his perfon, his houfes, his 
papers and all his poffeflions* Therefore, all warrants to 
fearch fufpe^led places, or arrefl a perfoa for examination or 
trials in profecutions for criminal matters^ are contrary to 
this right, if the caufe or foundation of them be not pre. 
Tioufly fupported by oath or aflirmation ; and if the order i» 
a warrant to a ciril offic^r^ to make fearch in fufpe^ed 
placet, or to arreft one or more fufpe^ed pcrfona,. or to fcize 
their property, be not accompanied with a fpecial deflgnation 
of the perfon or objeds of fearch^ arreff, or feizure ; and no^ 
warrant ought to be iffued, but in cafes, and with the formal* 
ities, prefcribcd by law. 

XX, In all controvcrfies concerning property, and in all 
iuits between two or more perfons, excepting in cafes where, 
in it hath been heretofore otherwife ufed and pradlifed, the 
parties have a right to a trial by Jury ; and this right (hall be 
deemed facred and inviolable j but the Legiflature may, l>y 
the ConAitution, be empowered to make fuch regulations as 
will pre vent parties from having as many trials by Jury, in the 
fame fuit or adlionj as hath been heretofore alloiVed aird prac* 
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tifed, and to extend the civil jurifdi^ion of Jufticcs of the 
Peace to the trials of fuits where the Aim demanded in damsig^ 
es doth not exceed four pounds, faving the right of appeal to 
cither partj : But no fuch regulations (hall take away the 
right of a trial by Jury, in any cafe not in this article before 
txccptei, unlefs in cafes refpefting mariners' wages. 

XXI. In order to reap the fullcft advantage of the ineftima« 
blc privilege of the trial by Jury, great care ought to be tak- 
en, that none but qualified perfons fhould be appointed to 
ferve ; and fuch ought to be fully compenfated for their tra- 
vel, time and attendance. 

XXII. The LIBERTY OF THE PRESS is effehtial to 
the fecurity of freedom in a State : It ought, thereforei to be 
inviolably prcfcrved. 

XXIIL Retrofpeflive laws arc highly injurious, opprcffivc, 
and unjuft. No fuch laws, therefore, (hould be made, either 
for the decifion of civil canfes, or the punifliment of offences. 

XXIV. A well regulated militia is the proper, naturalj 
and fur« defence, of a State. 

XXV. Standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought 
not to be raifed, or kept up, without the confeiit of the Le- 
giflaturc. 

XXVI. In all cafes, and at all times, the military ought to 
be under llriA fubordination to, and governed by, the civil 
power. 

XXVII. No foldier, in time of peacCy (hall be quartered 
in any houfe, without the confcnt of the owner ; and in time 
of war, fuch quarters ought not to be made but by the civil 
naagidrate, in a manner ordained by the Legiflature. 

XXVIII. Nofubfidy, charge, tax, impoA, or duty, fhall 
be edablifhed, fixed, laid or levied, under any pretext what- 
foevcr, without the confcnt of the people, or their reprefen- 
tativesin the Legiflature, orauthority derived from that body. 

XXIX. The power of fufpending the laws, or the execu- 
tion of them, ought never to be exercifed, but by the Legifla- 
ture, or by authority derived therefrom, to be exercifed in 
futih particular cafrs only as the Legiflature (hall exprefsly 
provide for. 

XXX. The freedom of deliberation^ fpeech, and debate^ 
!n either Houfe of the Legiflature, It -{o efTeotial to the rights 
of |he people, that it cannot be the foundation of any a^oD, 



complaint^ or pFofecution^ in any other Court or place wbat- 
foevcr. 

XXXI. The Lcgiflature (hall aflcmble for the redrcfs of 
public grievances^ and formatting fuch law^ as the public 
good may require. 

XXXII. The people have a right, in an orderly and'peace* 
able manner, to alTemble and Confult upon the common good^ 
give inftrufkions to their Reprcfentatives, and to requcft of the 
Legiilativc Body, by way of petition or remonft ranee, red refs 
of the vi^rongs done them, and of the grievances they fuffer* 

XXXIII* No Magiftrate, or Court of Law> (hall demand 
exceffive bail or fureties, impof6 exceffive fines, or inflidl 
cruel or onufual puniihments. 

XXXIVr No perfon can, in any caft, be fubjc^ed to law 
martial, or to any pains or penalties by virtue of that law, 
except thofe employed in the army or navy, and except the 
militia in adlual fervice, bul by authority of the LegifLature^ 

XXXV. It 18 etfential to the prefervation of the rights of 
€very individual, his life, liberty, property and chara6)er^ 
that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws and ad« 
mixuft ration of juftice. It is the right of every ci-tizen to 
be tried by judges as impartial as the lot of humanfty will 
admit. It is therefore not only the beft policy, but for the 
fccurity of the 'rights of the people, that the Judges of the 
Supreme Judicial court (hould hold their ofEces fo long as they 
behave well ; fubje^, however, to fuch limitations, on ac<. 
count of age, as may be provided by the Conffitution of th« 
ftate ; and that they (hould have honourable falaries, afcer<* 
Cained and eftabli(hed by (landing laws. 

XXXVI. CEconomy being a mod eHfential virtue in all 
States, cfpccially in a young one ; no pcnfion (hall be grant- 
ed, hot in ccnfideration of af^ual fervices ; and fuch penfions 
ought to be granted with great' caution, by the Legidature, 
and never for more than one year at a time. 

XXXVII. In the government of this State, the three efTen- 
tial powers thereof, to wit, the Legiilative, Executive^ and 
Judicial, ought to be kept as feparate from, and independent 
of, eachother^ as the nature of a free government will admits 
or as is con(iftent with that chain of connexion that binds the 
«rhole fabric of the Conftitution in one indiflbluble bond of 
ctnion and amity« 
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XXXVIII. A frequent rccarrcnce to the fundamental prm- 
ciples of the Conftitutiony and aconftant adherence to juftice, 
moderation^ temperance^ induftry, frugality^ and'all the fo. 
cial virtues, are indifpenfibly neceffary to preferve the blcf^- 
fings of liberty and good government ; the people oughty 
therefore, to have a particular regard to all thofe principles 
in the choice of their officers and Reprefentatives : And they 
have a right to require of their law.givers and magillrates, 
an exa^ and conftant obfervance of them, in the formation 
and execution of the laws neceifaiy for the good adminilbra* 
tion of government* 

Part IT. 
. FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 

THE people inhabiiino; the territory formerly ealkd tkc 
Province of New-Hampfhire, do hereby folemnly and muta. 
ally agree with each other, to form themfelves iato a free, 
fovereign, and independent Body-Politic, or State, by the 
name of the State of Neav-HampJB'tre* 

GENERAL COURT. 
■ The Supreme Legillative Power, within this State, (hall 
fee vefted in the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, each 
of which Ihall have a negative on the other. 

The Senate and Houfe (hall alTemble every year on the laft 
Wednefday of Oftober, and at fuch other times as they may 
judge nece(rary ; and fhall diiTolve, and be diifolved, fcven 
days next preceding the faid laft Wednefday of Oftober ; and 
Ihallbeftiled THE GENERAL COURT OF NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE. 

* The General Court (hall forever have ftll power and autho- 
rity to eredt and conftitute Judicatories and Courts of Record, 
or other Courts, to be holden in the name of the State, for 
the hearing, trying, and determining, all manner of crimes, 
offences, pleas, proceflfes, plaints, aftions, caufes, matters, 
and things whatfoevcr, ari(ing or happening within this State, 
or between or. concerning perfons inhabiting or re(iding, or 
brought within, the fame, whether the fame be criminal or 
civil, or whether the crimes be capital, or not capital, and 
whether the faid pleas be real, pcrfonal, or mixed ; and for 
the awarding and i(ruing execution thereon. To which 
Courts and Judicatories, are hereby given and granted, foU 
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power ani authority, from time to time, to adminiftrr oaths 
or affirmations. Tor the better difcovery of truth in any mat- 
ter in controverfy, or depending before them. 

And fiither, full power and authority are hereby given and 
granted to the fa id General Court, from time to time, to 
make, ordain, and eftablilh, all manner of wholefome and 
reafonable orders, laws, ftatutes, ordinances, direflions, and 
inftroflions, cither with penalties, or without, fo as the fame 
be not repugnant or contrary to this Conftitution, ai they 
may jodge.for the benefit and welfare of this Slate, and for 
the governing and ordering thereof, and of the fubjefts of the 
fame, for the neceflary fupport and defence of the govern- 
ment thereof; and to name and fettle annually, or provide by 
£xed laws for the naming and fettling, all civfl officers within 
this State ; fuch officers excepted, the eledioh and appoint- 
ment of whom are hereafter in this form of government other. 
wife provided for ; and to fet forth the fevcral duties, powers^ 
and limits, of the feveral civil and military officers of this 
State, and the forms of fuch oaths or affirmations as (hall be 
refpe^ively adminiftered unto them, for the execution of their 
feveral offices and places, fo as the fame be not repugnant or 
contrary to this Cenftitution; and alfo to impote fines^ 
mulAs, imprifonments, and other punifhments ; and to im- 
pofe and levy proportional and reafonable aiTcirments, rate8> 
and taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and refidents within^ 
the faid State ; and upon all eflates within the fame ; to be if. 
fued and difpofed of by warrant, under the hand of the Go- 
vernor of this State for the time being, with the advice and 
confent of the Council, for the public ferv ice, in theneceifal 
ry defence and fupport of the government of this State, and 
the proteAion and prefervation of the fubjc^ thereof, accord- 
ing to fuch ads as are, or ball be, in force within the fame. 

And while the public charges of government, or any part 
thereof, fhall be aireffed on polls and eitates in the manner 
that has heretofore been pra^tifed ; in order that fuch afTefr. 
inents may be made with equality, there fhall be a valuation 
of the eftates within the State taken anew once in every five 
years at \c2&, and as much oftener as the General Court ibaU 
order. 

No member of the General Court (hall take fees, be ol" 
cooofel, ora^ as advocate, in any caufe before either branch 
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of the Legiflatare ; and upon due proof thereof, fach menil 
faer ihall forfeit his feat in the Legiflature. 

The doors of the galleries^ of each honfe of the Legillature, 
ihall be kept open to all perfoni who behave decently, except 
when the welfare of the State, in the opinion of either brancll^ 

ihall require fecrecy. 

< 

SENATE. 

THE Senate (hall confift of thirteen members, who ihall 
kold their office for one year, from the laft Wcdnefday of 
Oiflobernext enfaing their eledlion. 

And that the State may be equally reprefcnted in the S^* 
nate, the LegiAature (hall, from time to time, divide the 
State into thirteen diftrifls, as nearly equal as may be with- 
out dividing towns and unincorporated places ; apd in male, 
jng this diviiion, they (hall. govern themfelves by the propor- 
tion of public taxes paid by the faid diflrj<^> and timely aiake 
known to the inhabitants of the State the limits of each dif. 
trift. 

The freeholders and other inhabitants of each diftrift, quaw . 
lified as in this ConHitution is providedj^ (hall annually giv^ ^ 
in their votes ifor a Senator^ at fome meeting holdeo in tb^ * 
month of March. 

Thd Senate (hall be the i5rft branch of the Legiflature ;. and 
the Senators (hall be chofcn in the following manner, viz*. 
Every male inhabitant^ of each tawn, and parilh with town 
privileges, and places unincorporated, in this State,, of tweir- 
ty-one years of age and upwards,^ excepting paupers, and per- 
sons excufed from paying taxes, at their own requeft, (hall 
have a right, ajc the annual or other meetings of the inhabitants 
of faid towna and pariflics, to be duly warned and holden an- 
hually forever in the month of March, to vote in the town or 
pari(h wherein he dwells, for the Senators 'm the county or 
diftri^ whereof he is a member^ 

Frofvtdtd ntvertbelefs^ That no perfbn (hall be capable of be- 
ing cleded a Senator, who is not feized of a freehold eftate, 
in his own right,^ of the value of two hundred pounds, lying 
within' this State, who i« not of the age of thirty years, and 
who. (hall not.have been an inhabitant of this State for feveh 
years immediately preceding his eledlion, and at the time 
thereof he (hall be an inhabitant of the diflrift for which he ! 
ihall be chofeo. I 
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And every perfon^ qualified as the Conftitotlon provides, 
(hall be confidered an iohabitant for the purpofe of ele^ing 
and being ele^ed into any office or place within this State, in 
the town, pariih, and plantation, where he dwelleth and 
hath 1>is home. 

And the inhabitants of plantations and places unincorpo^ 
rated, qualified as this Ccnilitution provides, who are orfhall 
be required to aflTeis taxes upon themfelves towards the fup« 
port of gOTernment, or ihall be taxed therefor, (hall have the 
fame privilege of voting for Senators,. In the plantations and 
places wherein they refide, as the inhabitants of the refped^ive 
towns and parifhes aforefaid have. And the meetings of fuch 
plantations and places for that purpofe, (hall be holden annu- 
ally in the month of March, at fuch places refpe^ively there, 
in as thea(reirors thereof (hall direct,; which afle(rors (hall havo 
like authority for notifying the ele^ors, coUe^ing and re. 
turning the votes, as the Seledmen and Town-Clerks have 
in their feveral towns by this Co^ftitutipn. 

The meetings for the choice pf . Governor, Council, and 
I gators, fhall be warned, by warrant, : from the Seled^menji 
[^ governed by a Moderator, who (hall, in the prtfcnceof 
the Selectmen,, (whofe duty it; ihall be to attend] in open meet, 
ing, receive the votes of all the inhabitants of fuch towns and 
Ipriihes prefent, and qualified to vote for Senators ; and (hallj 
fm faid meetings, in prefence of the faid Sele^lmenand of the 
i Town.Clerk, in -faid meeting, fort and count the faid votes, 
land make a public declaration thereof, w^ththe name of every 
Iperfon voted for, and the number of votes for each perfon : 
And the Town.Clerk (hall make a fair record of the fame at 
large, in the town.book, and ihall make put a fair attefied copy 
thereof, to be by hjm fealed yp, and direAcd to the Secretary 
i of the State, with a fuperfcription expreffing the purport there- 
of: And the faid Town-Clerk ihall caufe fuch attefted copy 
, tube delivered to the Sheriff of the County in which fuch town 
or pari(h (hall lie, forty days at leaft before the laft Wednef- 
day of Odober ; or to the Secretary of the State at leaft thirty 
days before the faid laft Wcdnefday of Odober : And the 
SheriiF of each County, or his deputy, (hall deliver all fuch 
certificates by him received, into the. Secretary's oiEce, at 
leaft thirty days before tjie laft Wedne(day of Oapber. 
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And that there may be a due meeting of Senators on the 
kft Wedncfday of Odtober annuallyy the Governor^ and a 
majority of the Coancil for the time being, (ball, as foon as 
may be, examine the returned copies of fuch records, and 
fourteen days before the faid laft Wednefday of Od^obcr, he 
fhall iifue his fummons to fuch perfons as appear to be chofen 
Senators by a majority of votes, to attend and take their 
feats on that day, 

Priyvided ne-verthelc/s, That for the firft year the faid re* 
turned copies (hall be examined by the Prefident, and a ma- 
jority of the Council then in office : and the faid Prefident ^ 
ihall, in like manner, notify the perfons eledl'ed, to attend i 
and take their feats accordingly. 

- And in cafe there (hall not appear to be a Senator eledled 
by a majority of votes, for any diflrid^, the deficiency ihall 
be fupplied in the following manner,, viz. The members of 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives, and fuch Senators as (hall be 
declared eleded, (hall take the names of the two perfons hav- 
ing the highe(t number of votes in the dif^ridl, and out of 
them (hail eleft, by joint ballot, the Senator wanted for fuch 
diilriffl ; and in this manner all fuch vacancies (hall be filled' 
np, in every didri^ of the State; and in like manner all va- 
cancies in the Senate, arifing by death, removal out of the 
State, or otherwife, (hall be fupplied, as foon as may be after 
fuch vacancies happen. ^ 

The Senate (hall be final judges of the eleftions, returns, 
and qualifications, of their own members, as pointed out ia 
this Conftitution. 

The Senate (hall have power to adjourn themfelvcs, pro- 
vided fuch adjomrnment^o not exceed two days at a time. 

. Fron)tded ne^verththfi^ That w henevcr they (hall fit on the \ 
trial of any impeachment, they may adjourn to fuch time 
and place as they may think proper, although the LegiOa- 
ture be not affembled on fuch day, or at fuch place. 

The Senate (hall appoint their Prefident, and other oflScers, 
and determine their cwn rules of proceedings : And not lefs 
than feven* members of the Senate (hall make a quorum for 
doing bufinefs ; and when lefs than eight Senators (hall be 
prcfcnt, the iiflfent of five, at Itaft, fhall be neceflTary, to ren. 
der their a^s and proceedings valid. 
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The Stngtefiiall be a Court, witii full power and authority 
to hear, try, and determine, all impeachments made by the 
Hoipfe o£ Kcprefentafives againft any officer or officers of the 
State, for bribery, corn^ption, mal-pradice, or mal-admimf- 
mciAn, ill p$ce; with full power to iffue furomons, or 
cofffpulfory procefs, for convening witneiTes before them, 
with all neceflary powers incident to a court of Trials : But 
previous to the trial of any fuch impeachnient, the members 
of the Senate fliall refpedively be fwori> truly and impar^ 
tially to tfy and determine the charge inqueftion, according 
to eyidf^ce. And every officer, impeached for bribery, cor- 
raptioQ, mal-pra^ice, or mal.adminiftration, ki office, (hall 
be ferved with an attelled copy of the impeachment, and 
.order of Sienate thoreon, with fuch citation as the Senate 
may dire^, fetting forth the time ^nd place of their fitting 
to try the impeachment ; which feryl^e (hall be made by 
the Sheriff, or fuch other fwotn officer as the Senate may ap- 
4K>int, ac lead fourteen days previous to the time of trial $ 
and f^ch citation being duly ferved and returned,, the Senate 
may proceed in the hearing of the impeachment, giving tiie 
peWToo impeached, if he ihail appear, full liberty of pr^uc- 
ing witne^es and proofs, and of making his defence, by 
himfdf snd counf<pl ; and may alfo, upon his refufing or ne- 
gk^ing to appear, hear the proofs in fupport of the im- 
peachment, and render judgment thereon, his non.appear. 
ance notwithftanding ; and fuch judgment (hall have the fame 
force find efefl as if the perfon impeached had appeared and 
pleaded in the trial. Their judgment, however, iliall not 
extend further than -removal from office, difqualiiic^tion to 
hold or enjoy any place of honour, truft or profit, under this 
State ; but the party, fo convicted, (hall neverthelefs be li- 
able to indi^nnent, tri^l, judgme^it, apd puniihment, ac-* 
cording to the laws of the land. 

Whenever the Govciimor (hall be iiQpeached, the Chief 
Jwftice of the Snprepe Judicial Court (hall, durii^ the trial^ 
prefide 19 the Senate, bi^t have no vote therein. 



HOUS? op REPRESENTATIVES. 
THERE ihaU be, in the LegiQature of this $jtate, a re- 
prefentatioQ of the people, annually ele^ed, and founded 
upon prie^ipiycft ^f equality ; And, ip oi;4er thait j^uch repre. 

C 
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fcntation may be as equal as circnmilances will admits every 
towriy pariih or place entitled to town privileges, having tmt 
hundred and fifty rateable male polls, of twenty .one years of 
age, and upwards, may elefl one Repreientative : if four 
hundred and fifty rateable polls, may eieA two Reprefenca- 
tives ; and fo proceeding, in that proportion, making three 
llundred fuch rateable polls the mean increafing number, for 
every additional Reprefentativ e. 

Such towns, panlhea or places, as have lefs than one huii. 
dred and fifty rateable polls, (hall be clafied by the General 
AfTembly, for the parpofe of choofing a Reprefentative, and 
feafonably notified thereof. And in every clafs, formed for 
the above mentioned purpofe, the firft annual meeting (hall 
be held in the town, pariih, or place, wherein mod of the rate* 
able polls refide; and afterwards in that which has the tiext 
Ligheil number ; and fo on annually, by rotation, through 
the feveral towns, parifhes, or places, forming the diftridU 

Whenever any town, pariih or place, entitled to town pri- 
vileges, as aforefaid, (hail not have one hundred and fifty 
rateable polls, and be fo fituated as to render the claffing thereof 
with any other town, pari(h, or place, very inconvenient, ; 
the General AiTembly may, upon application of a majority of 
the voters in fuch town, parifh, or place, iffue a writ for^ 
their ele^ing and fending a* Reprefentative to the General 
X^ourt. 

The members of the Honfe of Reprefenta lives (hall be 
chofen annually, in the month of March, and (hall be the ^ 
fecond branch of the Legifiature. 

All perfons, qualified to vote in the ele^ion of Senatorsi < 
(hall be entitled to vote, within tbedi(lrid where they dwell, ! 
in the choice of Reprefentatives. Every member of the j 
Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall be chofen by ballot ; and for; 
two years at leaft, next preceding his eleiflion, (hall have 
been an Inhabitant of this State ; (hall have an efiate within -j 
the diftrift which he may be chofen to reprefent, of the value 
of one hundred pounds, one-half of which to be a freehold, 
whereof he is feized in his own right : (hall be, at the time 
of his eledion, an inhabitant of the diftridl he may be chofen 
to tepreient ; and (hall ceafe to reprtfent fuch difiridl imme. 
dia^ely on his ccafing to be qualified as i'fjrefaid. 

The members of both Houfes gf the Legifiature (hall 
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compenratcd for their fervices out of the treafurjr of the State, 
bjT a laiv made for that purpofe ; fuch members attending j 

feafoiiablyy and not departing without licence. All interme- I 

diate vacancies, in the Houie of Reprefentatives, may be fil- 
led op, from time to time^ in the fame manner as annual elec«. \ 
tions are made. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall be the Grand Inqaefl ] 

of the St^e ; and all impeachments made by them, (hall be. 
heard and tried by the Senate. 

All money-bills (hall originate in the Houfe of Reprefent- 
atives ; but the Senate may propofe, or concur with, amende 
ments, as on other bills. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall have power to adjourn 
themfelves, but no longer than two days at a time. 

A majority of the members of the Houfe of Reprefenta. 
tives ih^l be a quorum for doing bofinefs : But when left 
than two.thtrds of the Representatives eledled (hall be pre- 
fent, the aflent of two-thirds of thok members (hall be ne. 
cc(rary to render their suEii and proceedings valid* 

No member of the Houfe of Reprefeniatives, or Senate, 
ihall be arrefled, or held to bail, on mean procefs, during his 
going to» returning from, or attendance upon, the Court. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall choofe their own 

%)eaker, appoint their own ofiicers, and fettle the piles of . 

I proceedings in their own Houfe; and (hall be judge of 

i the returns, elections, and qualifications, of ir« members, as 

[pointed out in this Con(litution. They (hall have authority 

|n> puoi(h« by imprifonment, every perfon who ihal} be guilty 

of difrefpe^ to the Houfe, in its prcfcnce, by any diforderly 

and contemptuous behaviour, or by threatening, or ill treat* 

,ing, any of its members; or by obftm^ng its deliberations ; 

ievcry perfon guilty of a breach of its privileges^ in making 

jarrefts for debt, or by afiaulting any member during his at- 

iance at any feffion ;> in aflaulting or dilurbing any one o£. 

officers in the execution of any order or procedure of the 
loufe ; in a(raulting any witnefs, or other perfon ordered 

attend, by and during his attendance of the Houfe, or In 

cuing any perfon arreted by order of the Houfe, knowing 
to be fuch. fhe Senate, Governor and Council, fhaU 

re the fame powers in like cafes : provided that no imprL- 
eat by either, for any oflfence^ exceed tea days^ 
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The Jourtials of tBc ptocecdinga, and all the public a^» of 
both Hoafes of the Lcgiflature, (hall be printed aiki pabliih^ 
ed immediately after every adjournment or prorogation ; and 
upon motion fnade by any one member, the yeas and nays^ 
upon any qtieftion, (hall be entered in the journals : And 
any member of the Senate^ or Houfe of Reprefentatives^ 
fhall have a right, on motion made at the time for that puc- 
poff^, to hsive his proteft, or difTent, with the reaibnsi againU 
any vote^ refolycj or bill^ pafTed, entered on the journals* 

EXECUTIVE POSTER. 
GOVERNOR. 

THE Govetnor Ihall be chofen annually, in the month 
of March ; and the Votes for Governor fhall be receivi^> 
forted, counted, certified, and returned, in the J^ime johannet 
es the votes for Senators ; and the Secret;)^ fhall lay tht 
fame before the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives> 6n the 
lafl Wednefday of Qftober, to be by them examined'; atid 
in cafe of an eledion by a majority of votes throvgh the State, 
the choice fhall be by them declared and publifhed. 

And the qualifications of eledors of the Governor (hall be 
the fame as thofe for Senators ; and if no perfon (hall have 
a majority of votes, the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives 
ihall, by joint ballot, eleft one of the two perfons having thft 
higheft number of votes, who fhall be declared Govetnon 

And noperfbn fhall be eligible to this office, unlefs, at the' 
time of hiseledion, he fhall have been ah inhabitant of thi^ 
^tate for feven years next preceding, and unlefs he (hall bfe of 
I he age of thitty years, and unlefls he fhall, at the faitie time, | 
have anellateof the value of five hundred poUt^dl^ one half | 
of Which ihall clonfifl of a freehold, in his own right, within I 
this State. ' J 

In cafes of difagrecment between the two Houfes> with i 
regard tO the time dr place of adjournment or prorogatit>n^ * 1 
-the Governor, With advicfe of Council, fhall have a right to J 
adjcurn or prorogue the General Court, not exceeding fevea " 
.inonths at any one titnt, a^ he may determine the public good 
roily f-etjuire, to meet ^t the place where the General Court 
ihall be at that time fitting ; dnd he (hall diifolve the fame 
A-rec d:iys hefojfc ihs faid laft Wednefday of O^ober. 
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Andy in cafe of any infcAioiis diftemper prevailing in the 
place where the faid Court at any time is to convene, or any 
Mher cauie, whereby dangers may arife to the health or lives 
of the mennbers from their attendance^, the Governor may 
dire^ the feflion to be holden at fooie other tlie moft conve. 
■lent place within the State* 

Every bill which (Kali have pa^ed both Houfes of the Ge* 
neral Court, (hall^ befoce it become a law^ be prefeated to the 
Governor ; if he aj^rove, he Ihall fign it» but if not, he 
(hall return it, with his obje^ions, to that Houfe in whichk 
11 (hall have originated^ who (hall enter the obje^ions at large 
on their journal, and proceed to recpnfider it ;. if,, after fuch 
xeconfideration, two-thirds of that Houfe (hall agree to pafs- 
the bill, it (hall be fent^ together with fuch obj«vlions, t^ 
the other Houfe, by which it (hall likewife be reconfidered^ 
and if approved by two-thirds of that Houfe^i^ it (hall become 
a law. B»t tn all (iich caCes the votes of both Houfes (halt 
be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the per- 
fons, voting for or againft .the bill> (hall be entered on the' 
|Oornal of each Houfe refpedively* If any bill (hall rot be 
returned by the Governor,, within 6vc days (Sundays ex> 
cepted) after it (hall have been prefented to him, the fame 
fhall be a law, in like manner as if he had (igned it, unlef» 
^c Legiflatnre,. by their adjournment,, prevent its returnj i» 
which cafe it (hall not be a law«. 

Every refolve (hall be prefented to the Governor, and, be- 
fore the fame ihall take effed« (hall be approved by him, or 
being difapproved by him, (hall be repa(red by the Senate anoT 
Houfe of Reprefentatives* according to the rules and limtta* 
tions prelbribed in the cafe of a bilL 

All judicial officers, the Attorney General^ Solicitors, all- 
Sberiffs, Coroners,. Regillers of Probate, and all officers of 
the navy, aind general and field officers of the militia,, (hall 
be nominated and appointed by the Governor and Council ; 
end every fuch nomination (kail be made at leaA three days 
pricar to fuch appointment ; and no appointment (hall take 
place, onlefs a majority of the Coundi agree thereto* The 
Governor and Council (hall have a negative on each other, 
both in the nominations and appointments. Every nomi- 
nation ^pd appointment (hall be figned by the Governor and 

.C2 
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Cotmcil, and every negative fhall be alfo figned hf the tkf^ 
vernor or Council who made the fame. 

The captains and fubalterns^ in the refpc^ive regitatftts^ 
fhall be nominated by the field officers^ and if a^prov^ by 
the Governor, (hall be appointed i^y him. 

Whenever the chair of the GovelPODr (hall bbc6irie Va6:iftt^ 
by reafon of his death, abfence from the State, orothcrwife, 
the Prefident of the Senate, (hall, during fuch vacaQcy, hav« 
and exercife all the powers and authorities which, by thf» 
Conftitution, the Governor is veiled With, when pfcrfdniilljr 
prefent ; bnt when the trefidcnt of the Senate Ihall excreiftr 
the office of Governor, he Ihall not hold his offite in tht S(r^ 
Hate, 

The Governor, with ndvice of Cooticti, (hall haVe foil 
power and authority, in the recefs of the Genital Coon, to 
prorogae the fame from time to time, not exce^ing fcveft 
months, in any one recefs of fdid Court ; and duHng the ief. 
(ion of faid C^lurt, to adjourn or prorogue it to any time the 
two Houfes may defire, and to call it together Iboner than 
the time to which it may be adjourned, or prorogued, if the 
welfare of the State (hould require the fame. 

The Governor of this State for the time being (hall be 
^ommandei^ in chief of the army and navy, and ail the mili« 
tary forces of this^tate, by fea and land ; and (haUhave full 
power by himfelf, or by any chief commander, or other of* 
licer, or officers, from time to time, to train, inftru^, exer- 
cife and govern the militia and navy ; and for the fpecial de« 
fence and fafety of this State, to aifemble in martial array,. 
^nd put m warlike pofture, the inhabitants thereoi^ and to 
lead and condu^ them,, and with them to encounter, exfmlfc^ 
repelj re(i(l and purfue by force of arms, a» well by fea as by 
land, within and without the limits of this State ; and alfo 
to kill, (lay, deftroy, if neceffary, and conquer by all fitting 
ways, enfterprid:e and means, all and every fuch perfon and 
perfons as (hall, at any time hereafter, in^ a hoftile manner, 
attempt or enterprise the deftrudion, invailon, detriment or 
annoyance o( this State ; and to ufe and exercife over the 
army and navy, and over the militia in a^ual fervice, the 
law martial in time of war, inrafion, and alfo in rebellion, 
declared by the Legiilature to exlKl,. as occasion (hall necef^ 
farily require. And furprizCj by aU ways and means what^ 
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{6t^tt, fill and ev^ry fo^h pelfon dr perfoni, with their (flips, 
Arfll8> amiAunilion^ and dtfiet gdods^ ^s (hall in a hoftile m^n^ 
111:1' inTade> dl* atceiupt the invading, conquering oranm^ing 
this Stat^ : And in fine^. the Governor hcfiehf is entrofted 
#ith all other posters incident to the office of Captain-Gene. 
ral and CofnaMnde^ in Chief> and Admiral, to foe exercifed 
agreeably to the rules and regulations of the Conftitucion,. 
amd the laws of the land v Provided, that the Governor fhali 
not, at anjr time hereafter, by virtue of any power by xhW 
Cbnftttution gfiifited, or hereafter to be grMited to hioi by the 
Legiflattire, tranfport any of the kihabitanl» of this State, 
^r oblige them to march out of the UttHttf of the fame, with* 
out their free and voluntary confent, or the cbnfent of the 
General Court, nor grant cOnimtAions for exercifihg the law* 
martial in any cafe, without the advice and consent of the 
Council* 

. The power of pardoning offences,, except fueh at perfon» 
tey be convi^td df before the Senate^ by impeaehmcRt of 
the Houfe, (hall be in the Governor, by and with the advice 
of the Council-t But no charter of pardon granted by the 
Governor, with advice oi Council,^ before convi^ion, ihail 
ttail the party pleading the fame, notwithftanding any ge» 
Dcral or particular expreffiona contained therein, defcriptivt 
df theofience olr bfiences intended to be pardoned. 

No officer duly eommiflipned to command in tlte miliritt 
(hall be removed from his office,^ but by the addre& Kji bodi 
Honfes to the Governor^ or by fair trial in eoort-mattialjr 
purfuant to the laws of the State for the time beings 

The commanding officers of the regiments fliall appoint 
their Adjotants and Quarter^Mafters ; the Brigadiers, their 
Brigade.Majors ; the Major-Generals, their Aids \ the Capw 
tains and Subalterns, their non^ommiffioned officers.. 

The Governor and Council ihall appoint all officers of the 
' tinental army, whom, by the confederation of the L/nitcd 
tes, it is provided that this State thall appoint ; as atfo all 
ers of forts and garriions. 

'he divifion of the militia into brigades, regiments, and 
panics, made in purfuance of the militia laws now in 
s, fhali be confidered as the proper diviiion of the militia 
his StatCj until the fame ihiili be altered by fome future 
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No monies (halL be iflocd out of the treafury of this State^ 
and difpofed of| (except fach fums as may be appropriated 
for the redemptiofi of bills of credit, or Treafurer's notes, or 
lor the payment of intereft arifing thereon) but by w-arrani uii* 
'der the hand of the Governor u>r the time being, by and 
with the advice and confent of the Council, for the neceflfary 
fopport and defence of this State, and for the neceiTary pro-. 
te^ioQ and prdervation of the inhabitants thereofj agreeably 
to the a^ and refolves of the General Court, 

All public boards, theCommiflary^General, all fuperin. 
tending'OfBcers of public magazines and ftores, belonging to 
this State, and all cominanding ofiicers of forts and garrifon^ 
within the fame, (hall, once in every three months, officially, 
and without requifition, and at other times when required by 
the Governor, deliver to him an account of all goods, (lores,. 
provi(ions, ammunition, cannon, with their appendages,, 
and fmall arms, with (heir accoutrements, and of all other 
public propeny under their care rcfpedively ; dillinguiihing 
the quantity and kind of each, as particularly as may be i to« 
gether with the condition of ffich forts and garrifons : And 
Bie commanding officer (hall exhibit to the Governor, whea 
lequired by him, true and <xad plans of fuch forts, and of 
the land and Tea, or harbour or harbours adjacent. 

The Governor and Council (hall be compenfated fbc 
their (ervioes, from time to time, by fuch grants as the Ge« 
meral Court (hall think reafonable« 

Permanent and honourable falaries (hall be eftablifhed hyr 
law, for the Juftkes of the Superior Court, 

COUNCIL, 

THERE Ihall be annually eieded, by ballot, five Coun. 
cillors, for advifing the Governor in the executive part of 
government. The freeholders and other inhabitants in each 
county, qualiiicd to voce £ot Senators, (hall, fome time in 
the month of March, give in their votes fiar one Councillor ; 
which voctes (hall be receiv^d^ forted, counted, certified, and 
returned to the Secretary's office^ in the C&mt manner as the 
Votes for Senators, to be by the Secretary laid before the Se- 
liate and Houfe of Refprefentacives on the laft Wednefday of 
October, 

. And theperfon having a majority of votes in any county, 
^all be confidcred as duly ele^ed a Councillor : But if no per* 
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fon (hall have a inajority of Totes in any eountyi the Senate 
and Hottfe of Reprefentativesfhall take the namet of the two 
perfona- who have the higheft number of rot^t in each c6unty^ 
and not ele^ed, and out of thofe two (hall ele^^ by joint baU 
lot, the Councillor wanted for fuch eounty. 

Provided nroerfifele/s, That no perfon (hall be capable of be* 
ing ele^eda Councillor, who has not an eftate of the value of 
five hundred pounds within this State, three hundred pounda 
of whieh (or more; (hall be a freehold in his own right ; and 
who is not thirty, years of 9ge ; and who ihall not have been: 
an inhabitant of this State for feven years tanned iately pre*, 
ceding his election ; and, at the time of his eledion, an.in^. 
habitant of the county in which he is ele^cd. 

The Secretary (hall, annually, feventeen days before the 
lail Wednefday of O^ber, give notice of the choice pf the 
perfons eleded. 

If any perfon (hall be eleAed Governor^ or member of 
either branch of the Legidature, and (hall accept the truft ',. 
or if any perfon, ele^ed a Councillor, (hall ceifofe (o accept 
the office ; or in cafe of the. death, refignatioQ,, or itiHovai ot 
any Councillor out of the State i the Governor may iflue a 
precept for the ele^ion of a new CoonciUoc in that coonty 
where fuch vacancy (hall happen i and the choice (hall be in 
the fame manner as before dire^d : And the Governor (hall 
have full power and authority to cotivene the Council, fjtom 
time to time, at his difcretion ; andj^ with them^ or the maJQ» 
f ity of them, may, and (hall,, from time to titne, ht^da Coun«> 
oil, for ordering and dired^it^g the affaira of the StAte^ accord*^ 
ing to the laws of the hod « - 

The members of the Council may be impeached by the 
Hoafe, and tHed by the Senate, for btibery, corruption, 
mal.pra'aice, or mal.adminift ration. 

The refoltttions and advice of the Council (hall be record* 
ed by the Secretary, in a regifter, and (igned by all the mem«. 
bers prefect agreeing thereto ; and this record may be called 
for at any time, by either Houie of the Legiilature ; and any 
member of the Council may enter his opinion contra)-y to The 
refolutions of the majority, with the rcafdns for fuch opi* 
niofl« 

The Legiilature may, if the public ^ood (hall hereafter. 
stqmt it| divide the ftate into five diftrif^Sji a» nearly e(|uat 
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as may be, gOTcming themfelves by the number of rateable 
pdllt, and proportion of public taxes ; each diftrid to ele^ a 
Cbuncillor : And, in cafe of fuch divifioHj the manner of 
the choice (hall be conformable to the prefent mode of eledli- 
oh in counties. 

And whereas the eleAions^ appointed to be inade by thia 
Conftitution, on the laft Wednefday of OAobcr annually, hy 
the two Houfes of the Legiflature, may not be completed on 
chat day 3 the faid elections may be adjourned from day to day, 
uhtit the fame may be competed : And the order of the 
demons (hall be as folio ws-<-the vacancies in the Senate, if 
ahy, (hall be firft filled up : The Governor (hall then bit 
clewed, provided there (hall be no choice of him by the peo- 
ple : And afterwards, the two Houfes (hall proceed to fill op 
the vacancy^ if aoy^ in the Council, 

SiCRETART, TrCASXTRKR, CoMMISSART-GbI^IRAL, ScC. 

THE Secretary, Treafurer, and CoromifTary-General^ 
(hall be chofen by joint ballot of the Senators and Reprefen. 
tatives afTembled in one room. 

The records of the State (haH be kept in the office of the 
Secretary, and he fhall attend the Governor and Council, 
^he Senate, and Reprefentatives, in perfon^ or by Deputy, 
si» they may require. 

The Secretary of the State fhall, at all times, have a De. 
poty, to be by him appointed ; for whofe condud in office he 
(hall be ivfponfible. A.ndin cafe of the death, removal, or 
inability, of the Secretary, his Deputy (hall exercife all the 
duties of the office ef Secretary of this State, until another . 
fi^all be appointed. ' 

The Secretary, before he enters upon the bufinefs^of hit 
office, (hall give bond, with fufficient fureties, in a reafona- 
ble fam, for the ufe ot the State, for the puhdual perform, 
aace of his truft. 



COUNTY- TREASURER, &c. 

THE County Trcafurers, and Regiftcrs of Deeds, (hall 
ht t\t€Ud by the inhabitants of the feveral towns, in the fe* 
feral counties in the State, according to the method now 
pradlifed, and the laws of the State. 

Frrvidid KiVirfhelefsf The Legiflatwre (hall have authority 
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Ito aUet the manner of certifying the vot«s, and the mode of 
eled^ing thofe officers ; but not fo at to deprive the people of 
the right they now have of eledtine theni« 

And the Legiflature> on the application of the major part 
of the inhabitants of any county^ (hall have authority to di- 
Ttde the fame into two diltrids for regiftering dt^^, if to 
them it ihall appear neceifary ; each dilrid to eled a Regif. 
ter of Deeds : And before they enter upon the bufioefs of 
their offices, fhall be refped^ively fworn faithfully to difcharge 
the duties thereof, and (hall feverally give bond, vith fuffi. 
ent fureties, in a reafonable fum, for the ufe oi the county^ 
for the pundual performance of their refped^ive truils. 

4 

JUDICIAkY POWER. 

IT (hall be the duty of the General Court 16 make a reform 
in the Judiciary Syflem, that jaftice may be adminiilered in a 
more cheap and expeditious manner than is now pra^ifed, 
and that no party (hall have a review after the caufe has been 
determined againft him twice by Jury, 

The General Court are hereby empowere4 to make altera- 
tions in the power and jurifdidlion of the Courts of Common 
Pleas, and General Seffions of the Peace, refpe^ively ; or, if 
they ihall judge it neceflary lor the public good, to abolifli 
thofe Courts, or either of them, and inveft fucfa other Courts, 
as they may ^ilablifh, with the jnrifdidion and powers now 
Yefted in the Court of Common Pleas, . and Courts of Gene- 
.lal Seffions of the Peace, as the General Court may, from 
time to time, judge expedient for tke due adoainift^ation 
of law and juftice. 

And ix fhall be the duty of the General Court, fo veft in 
fuch Cpurt or Courts of law as to them may appear expedient, 
the power of granting new trials, or a trial after judgment, 
either upon verdidt of a Jury, default, nonfuit, or com^ 
I int, for affirmation of judgment, in all cafes where fub* 
i itial juftice has not been done, except as before excepted, 
i uch manner, and under fuch reftrid^ions and regulations, 
s to the General Court may appear for the public good: 
1 ided application be made for fuch review or trial within 
< '^^i from the rendition of judgment. 

: the more effed^ual preferving the proper feparation of 
t hree great powers of government^ agreeably to the 37 th 
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Article in the Bill of Rights^ the power of hearing and decide * 
big in canfet of equity fttall be vefted ettfaer in fome Judidal 
Court, or Courts, or in fome court to be eftabltfhed fpecially 
'for that pttrpofe : Provided no power (hall be granted to any 
iiich Courts, incompatible with the Bill of Rights and Con- 
Aitotion. And the ppwcfs of faid Courts (hall be limited and 
-defined by exprefs laws : And no fuit in equity (hall be M- 
cained where clear and adequate remedy may be had at law. 

The General Court are empowered to give to Juftices of the 
peace, juri£[tiAton in civil caules, when the damages demand- 
ed (haM not CKCttd /our pounds^ and title of real eftate is not 
concerned : but with right of appeal, to either party, to fome 
other Court, fo that a trial by Jury in the laft refort may be 
had* 

No perfon (hall hold the office of Judge of any Court, or 
Judge of Probate, or Sheriff of any county, after he has at- 
tained the age of feventy years. 

No Judge of any Court, or Juftice of the Peace, (hall aA 
as Attorney, or be of couofel, to any party, or originate any 
xivil fuit, in matters which ^all come or be brought before 
liim as Judge, or Juftice of the Peace. 

All matters relating to the probate of wills, and granting < 
letters of adminiftration, (hall be exercifed by the Judges of 
Probate, in fuch manner as the Legiflature have dire^led, or 
may hereafter dirc^ : And the Judges of Probate fliall hold 
-their Courts at fuch place or places, on fuch fixed days, as 
the conveniency of the people may require, and the Legifla- 
ture from time to time appoint. 

No Judge, or Reeifter of Probate, (hall be of counfei, a& 
as advocate, or receive any fees as advocate or counfei, in 
any probate bu(inefs which is pending, or may be brought 
into smy Court of Probate in the county of which he is Judjge 
-or Regtfter. 

CLERKS OP COURT. 
THE Judges of the Courts (thoie of prd>ate excepted) 
ihall appoint their refpe^^ive Clerks, to hold their office duTr 
ing pteafure : And no fuch Clerk (hall ad as aip Attorney, 
or be of counfei, in any cadfe in the Court of which he is 
Clerk> nor (hall he draw any writ originating a civil aAion. 
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ENCOURAGEMENT of LITERATURE, &c. 
KNOWLEDGE and learning, generally difFuftd through 
a community, being effential to the prefervation of a free go- 
vernment : and fpreadtng the opportunities and advantages of 
education through the various parts of the country, being 
highly conducive to promote this end ; it (hall be the duty of 
the Legiflators and Magiilrates, in all future periods of this 
government, to chcrifli the intereft of literature and the fci- 
ences^ and all feminaries and public fchools, to encourage 
private and public inftitutions, rewards and immunities for 
the promotion of agriculture, arts, fciences^ commerce^ 
trades, manufadures, and natural hiftory erf" the country ; to 
countenance and inculcate the principles of humanity and 
general benevolence, public and private charity, induflry and 
ceconomy, honefty and punftuality, fincerity, fobriety, and 
all focial affedions^ and generous fentiments, among the 
people. 

OATH and Suh/cnptions; Exdufion from Offices : Cofnmlffim 

ons ; ff^rits ; Confirmation of Laivs ; Habeas Corpus ; the 

EnaSi'tng St'tle ; Continuance of Officers; Pro-'oifton for a 
future Revifion of the Conftitutiony ^c, 

ANY perfon chofen Governs, Councillor, Senator, or 
Reprefentative, military or civil officer, (town officers ex- 
cepted) accepting the truil, (hall before he proceeds to exe. 
cute the duties of his office, make and fubfcribe the follow, 
ing declaration, viz« 

I, A. B, do folemnly fwear, that I will bear faith and true 
allegiance to the ftate of Ncw-Hamp(hire, and will fupport 
the Conftitution thereof. $0 heip me God. 

I, A. B. ^o folemnly and (incerely fwear and affirm, that 
I will faithfully and impartially difcharge and perform all the 
duties incumbent on me as according to the bed 

of my abilities, agreeably to the rules and regulations of this 
Conllitution, and the laws of the flate of New.Hanipfhire. 
So help me God. 

Any perfon having taken and fubfcribed the oath of allegi- 
ance, and the fame being filed in the Secretary's office, he (hall 
not be obliged to take faid oath again. 

Provided alivaysy Wheh any perfon chofen or appointed as 
aforcfaid, (hall be of the denomination called Q^iakers, or 

D 
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(hall l>e fcrupalocis of fwearing^ and (hall decline taking the 
faid oaahsf fuch (hall take and fubfcribe them, omitting the 
\¥OTd/'Wfar and likewife the words So helfme GdJ, fubjoinitig 
inftead thereof, This I da under the fains and penalttis o/fer^ 

And the oaths or afHrmationft (hall be taken and fubfcribed 
by the Governor, before the Pre(ident of the Senate, in prc- 
frnce of both Houfesof the Legidatare, and by the Senators 
and Rcprefentatives firft eleded under this Conftitution^ as 
altered and amended, before the Frefident of the State, and 
a majority of the Council then in office, and forever after, 
wards before the Governor and Council for the time being ; 
and by all other officers, before fbch perfons, and in fuch 
manner, as the Legiflature (hall from time to time appoint. 

All commiffions (hall be in the name of the State of New* 
Hamp(hire, figned by the Governor, and attefted by the 
Secretary or his Deputy^ and (hall have the gnat feal of the 
State affixed thereto. 

All writs iflfuing out of the Clerk's office in any of the 
Courts of Law, (hall be in the name of the State of New- 
Hamp(hire ; (hall be under the feal of the Court whence they 
jflTue, and bear tefl of the chief, fir(^, or fenior Juftice of the 
Court ; but when fuch Jvftice fhall be interefted, then the 
writ (hall bear tcft of fome other Juftice of the Court, to 
which the fame (hall be returnable ; and be figned by the 
Clerk of fuch Court* 

All indictments, prefentments, and informations, fhaU 
conclude oga'tnfi the peace end dignity of the State. 

The eftate of fuch perfons as may deftroy their own lives, 
fhall not for that offence be forfeited, but defcend or afcend 
in the fame manner, as if fuch perfons had died in a natural 
way. Nor fhall any article, which (hall accidentally occaflon 
the death of any perfon, be henceforth deemed a deodand^ 
or in any wife forftited on account of fuch misfortune. 

All the laws which have heretofore been adopted, ufed^ 
and approved, in the Province, Colony, or State of New. 
Hamp(hire, and ufually pra^ifed on in the Courts of Law, ' 
(hall remain and be in full force, until altered and repealed : 
by the Legiflatu^re : fuch parts thereof only excepted, as are 
repugnant to the rights and liberties contained in this Con« 
flitution: Provided that nothing herein contained, when 
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«ompared witli the 'i^d Article in the Bill of Rights, fhall 
beconftrued to ajTe^ the laws already made re/peding the 
perfons, or eilates, of abfentees. 

The privilege and benefit of the Halieas Corpas, (hall be 
enjoyed in tliis State, in the looft free, cafy, cheap, expedi- 
tious and ample manner, and (hall not be fufpended by the 
Legiflatare, except upoii4he moft urgent and preiling occar 
fions, and for a time not exceeding three months. 

The ena^ng ftile in making and pafling a^Ss, ftatutes, anA 
laws, ihall be — Bf it enaBed by the Senate ^nd Hou/e of Repre^ 
Jentat'fvet^ in General Cotirt ^tn^vened^ 

No GoFcmor, or Judge of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
ihall hold any office or place under the authority of this State, 
except fuch as by this Conftitution they are admitted to hold, 
faviDg that the Judgei of the faid Court may hold the offices 
of JiSice of the Peace throughout the State ; nor ftiall they 
hold any place or office, or receive any penfion or falary, from 
jany other ftale, gpvemment, or power, whatever^ 

No perfon fhaU be capable ^ exercifing, at the fame time* 
niore than one of the following offices within this State, viz. 
Judge of Probate, Sheriff^ Regifter of Deeds ; and never 
more tkaa two oficev of profit, which may be held by ap. 
pointmeat pf the Governor, or Governor and Council, or 
Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives^ or Superior or Interior 
Courts^ iBi|ila<y o£cesj an4 officer of Juflioes of the Peace, 
excepted^ 

No perfon holding the office of Judge of any Court, (ex- 
cept Special Judges.) S^cfetary, Trcafurer of the State, At- 
torney-General, Coramiffary-General, military officers re- 
ceiving pay from the continent or this State, (excepting^ offi- 
cers of the militia, occafionally called forth on as emergency) 
Regifta:^ Deeds, Shcrifii or ©fficers of the cuftoms, includ- 
ing naval officers, coUe^ors of excise, and ftate and conti- 
Dental taxes, hereafter appointed, and not having fettled theix 
accounts with the reipeflive officers with whom it it their 
dwty to feltle fuch accounts, members of Congrefs, or anjr 
jserfoD holding any office under the United States, fhall at the 
fame time lipid the office of Giovernor, or have a feat in the 
Senate, or Houfe of Reprefentatives, or Council % but his 
|)eing chofeo and a^inted to^ and accepting the fame, (hall 
i- ji^ttrai^ as 4 jrefignauon of xheU ieai in the chair,, SenateA ox 
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Houfc of Reprefentatives, or Council : and the place fo va* 
cated (hall be filled up. No member of the Council (hall 
have a feat in the Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

No perfon fhall ever be admitted to hold a feat in the Le- 
giflatore^ or any office of trull or importance under this go- 
vernment, who, in the due courfe of law, has been con. 
vided of bribery or corruption, in obtaining an election or 
appointment* 

In all cafes where fum^ of money are mentioned in this 
Conftitution, the value thereof (hall be computed in filver 
at Jix Jh'M'mgs tifid 4'ight f^nce per ounce. 

To the end that there may be no failure of jufticc, or dan. 
ger to the State, by the alterations and amendments made in 
the Conftitution, the General Court is hereby fully autho. 
fifed and dircded to ^n the time when the alterations and 
amendments ihall take effedl, and make the necefTary arrange, 
ttients accordingly. 

It fhall be the duty of the Seledmen, and aflcffors, of the 
feveral towtiis and places in this State, in warning the firft an- 
nual meeting for the choice of Senators, after the expiration 
of feven years from the adoption of this Conftitution, as a- 
mended, to infert exprefsly in the warrant, thispurpofe, a- 
inong the others, for the meeting, to wit, to take the fenfe of - 
the qualified voters on the fubjed^ of a revifion of the Confti- 
tution ; and the meeting being warned accor-dingly, and not 
otherwife, the^Moderator fhall take the fenfe of the qualified 
voters prefent) as to the neceflity of a wvifion ; and a return 
t)f the number of votes for and agaioft fuch necefiity^ (hall be 
made by the Clerk, fealed up, and diredled to the General 
Court, at their then next feffion ; and if it fhall appear to the 
General Court by fuch return, that the fenfe of the people of 
the State has been taken, and that, in the opinion of the majo- 
rity of the qualified voters in the State, prefent and voting at 
. faid meetings, there is a neceffity for al"evifion of the Confti- 
' tuiion, it (hall be the duty of the General Court to call a Con- 
vention for that purpofe, otherwife the General Court (hall 
•direift the fenfe oi the people to be taken, and then proceed 
in the manner before mentioned. The delegates to be chofen 
in the fame manner, and proportioned, as the Reprefentatives 
to the General Court ; provided that no alterations (hall be 
made in this Conftitution^ before the fame Ihall be laid befo^ .! 
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the towns and uninootporftted pkcet, and appi!Ov«d by two. 
ibinia of the qaalified Tocen ^refent and voting oa the fub- 
-jcft. 

And the fame method of taking the&nfe of tlieipeopie, a« 
.'to a revifion of the Conftitation^ and calling a Convention 
for that puipofe, ftiall be obfer ved a&erward^ at the ei^rati^ 
on of every fcven years. 

This form of government ihaU be •enrolled on |»archnienl^ 
,«nd depoiitcd in the Secretary's office^ and be a .part of the 
laws of the land .; and printed copies hereof (ball be prefixed 
:<o the books contaiaij:^ the laws of 4hk State, in all fiittu^ 
4oditioM tbeseof* 

JOHN nCK£rRXNG^ Pi^Mu f^ Ti 
Attett, JOHN CALFE, 5ex»etary. 
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jf Cvnjltitttthm yW iframe of G^yvernmftit, agnti -n^w h^ -tke 
Oekgutes 4ifth<^eoph ttf the State af Maffacbujetfs Bay^ i» 
'CottvsMtsoi^ ^^ir auJ bUd at Camhr'tdge^ on* the firfi rf 
September^ I'J'jg, and cont timed by adjournments^ U ^be ^ 
ftsond rf Meuih^ i j^o* 

TAE AMBLE. 

THEoend of >tbe iniHtutkuv maintenance and ^irdoMnsftra- 
tion of iG9i^er.nment;, k to fecure the exifteaoe of ^t 
4K>dy jpolkk, xo|>rQte^4t;9 and to.fitmiih the individuak^ wi^ 
!>OQaipofe i\ty with ^e power .of ^oyii^g, in bitty and xraiu 
.i^aiility^ ijieti-isaloralii^ghtif and^he bieOings d lite.:; and 
vhene^ver thefe great obje^ axe not obtained* the^pepple ha«c^ 
»a*Eighttoal«or'the.GQ(vemiBfiyit, aiidtotakeoieafiiuaei(« necet- 
Axy for -their Gaiety., iM'ofperity .and ii2y)pineia« 

The body poUtic is -formed ^by .a voluntary aiffociatlon of 
jindtviduala. it iaa fociaLeoQ^ad^y by which the jwholepeo^ 
^le covenants with eacii ;ckiicn» and <each i^iusKn with liie 
.whole people^ ithat all (haU be govjcxnad by certain laws iag 
ilhexanunoa^oodi It is ihe dotyof ibej^^i^kf «th$«^of^iA 
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framing a conftitution of government^ to provide for an lequK 
table mode of making laws, as well as for an impartial inter-^ 
pretation, and a faithful execution of them : that everyma^i 
may, at ail times, find hts fecurity in them. 

\\'e, therefore, the people of Maffachufetts, acknowledging, 
with grateful hearts, the goodnefs of the Great •Leglfla tor of 
theuniverfe, in affording ua, in the-courreef his pravidence^ 
•an opportunity, deliberately and peaceably^ without fraud, 
■violence, or furpr ife, of entering into an original, explicit, 
and folemn compaft with each other— and of forming a new 
^conflitution of civil government, for ourfelves and poflerity ^ 
— ^and devoutly imploring his direftion in fo interefting a do- 
iign, do agree upon^ ordain, and eftablifh, the following de- 
olarationof rights, and frame of govemment,^ as the con(li« 
'tution of the commonwealth of Maffachufetta. 



Part L 
^declaration of rights, of th$ tnhahttnnU 'of 4}>e commim* 

^wealth of Majfachufetts, 
Art, I. AH men are born free and ecpul, and 'hav-e certain 
natural, efTential, and unalienable rights: among which may 
i)c reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their lives and 
liberties ; that of acquiring, poiTcffing, and prot-efling proper- 
ty ; in fin^, that of fetking and obtaining their fafety and 
happinefs* 

IL It is the right, us well as the duty, cif sill men in {q* 
ciety, publicly, and atibated feaf^ns, to worfhip the Supreme 
Being, the great Creator and Preferverof the univcrfe. And 
no fubjcdl fhall be hurt, roolefted, or reflratncd, in his perfori, 
Kberty, or eftatc forworfhippingGod in the manner and fca^ 
•fon, moft agreeable to the dilates of his own confcience ; or 
~for4iis religious profeflion or fentiments— provided he doth 
not difturb the pUFblic ^eace, or-obflrud others in their relk. 
gious worfhip. 

III. As the happinefs of a people, and tbe good order and 
prefervation of civil government, "effentially depend upon 
?piety, religion and morality^ and as thefe cannot be gene* 
•ralHy '^diffufed through a communityj^but by the tnftitution of 
tf he'public worfhip of Ged, and of public inflrudions in piety^ 
religion, and morality : — Therefore, to promote their happi. 
*ntk^ aod/io feciire the .good ocder and ^prefer ration of -th&ic 



MASSACHUSETTS. 35 

ft 

4 

_ * 

gcrvcmmcnt, the people of this commonwealth hare a fjght 
itoinveft their L^giflatupe with power to authorife and require, 
•and the Legiflature (hallj from time <o ^time, authorife and 
require the feveiral towns, pariihes, precin^s, and other bo. 
dies politic, or religious focieties, to make fuitable provi. 
^on, at their own expence, lor the inftitution of the public 
worfliip of ^od, and for the fupport and maintenance of pub. 
lie Proteftant teachers of piety, religion, and morality, in 
^all cafes, where fuch provi£on (hall •not be made voluntarily^ 

And the people .of this commoawealth.have alfo a right 
4Q, and do, inveft their Legiflature with authority, to en. 
join, upon all the fubjedls, an attendance upon the inflruc. 
tions of the public teachers^ as afor-efaid, at fitted times and 
:feafoRS, if there be any, on whofe inflru^ons they can con. 
■fcientioufly and conveniently attend : — 

Provided, notwithftanding, that the fevera-l towns, pa. 
•rifhes, precincts, and. other bodies politic, or religious foci, 
•eties, ihall, at all times, ^have the exclufiv« right of ele^ 
4ng their public teachers, and of >contra^i[\g with them, for 
•their fupport and maintenance. 

And all monies, paid by the fubjei^ to the fupport of 
.public worfliip, and of the public teachers aforefaid, fhall, 
if he require it, be uniformly applied to the fqpport of the 
:public teacher, or teachers, of his own religious fe^ or de« 
nomination, provided there be any, on whofe inilrudtions he 
attends, otherwife it may be paid towards the fupport of the 
teacher, or teachers, of the ^aciih, or precin^, in which 
the faid monies are raifed. 

And every denomination off ChTiiilians, demeaning them. 
feWes peaceably,, and as good fubjeds of the coimnon wealth, 
ihall be equally under the protection of the 4aw : and no fub. 
ordination of any one fed or denomination^ to another, 
•{hall ever be eftabliihed by law.. 

IV. The people of this commonwealth have the fole and 
exclufive right of .governing therafelves, as a free, fovereign^ 
•and independent Stiite.: and do, and forever hereafter ihall, 
xxerciib and enjoy every power, jurifdidtion, and right;, 
which is not, or may not hereafter, be by .them exprefsly 
'delegated to the United States of America^ in Congrefs af. 
iieffibkd* 
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V. AH power relidfng originally in the people, tnd being 
4eciv«4 from tfaem-^the iercral magiftrates, and officers of 
government^ vefted irith aathority^ whether legtflative, ex > 
•ecQtiwe, orjodicialy are <beir fufoftftoiet aod agents^ andaae 
«t •all times, accouocable to them. 

VI. No man, or «corporatton, or affociaMn of mon, haye 
«ny other title, to obtain advantages, or partioalar and «x. 
(dofive privileges, diftind from thoie of the communitjc, 
<han what arifea s&om the confideratioa of Services, rendered 
ito the publio. And this title being, in -nature, neither he. 
^editary, nor tranfmiffiUe to chtldrea, or defcendantt, or re. 
Nations by blopd,^-4be idea of a man, bom a siagiftrat^ 
law.giver, or jodge, it abf«Kl and •onnattiraL 

VIL Govonunent it iafticuted for the oommon good ; for 
t!ie prote^ion, (afety^ profperity, and ^appinefs or tliepeo- 
'pie ; and ^not lor the profit, bonoar, or private intereft c^ 
•any one man, family, or clafs of men. Therefore, the peo. 
pie alone tiave an iticoateftsbk, analienable, and indefealfibk 
*»ight, to ififthute^ovennBeRt ; omd to ireform, -ahei, or to. 
tally dhange the fame, when «heir piiOte^Uon, fi^ty« ^>ro£- 
iperity and haj^neis, reqmre it. 

VIIL intmier t04)Mfvent thofe^ who are veiled -mrkfa ao- 
^Vhoilty, from becoming oppreflars, the people have a iiight« 
«t fuch period^ and in fuich aunner, as they ^sM «fttfb1tfti 
hy fheir frame of government, to caulc their pubfic i^cett 
to return to private life; and to filliip vacant plaoe^ hyctu 
4tain and regiilareledlions -and a{^ia>menM« 

IX* All eledions ought to be free 4 «and all the taliabi^ 
<imt% of thf« oomitfoowetflth, ^ving faoh (jaalificatioiia, a« 
idieylhair^ablKh by their frame of GoveRimem, iiave m 
•eqoal rigbt, to ck4t officers, «iid <to be 'Oie^ed ^ .;piibilc 
lemployments, 

X« Each individaal of thefociety 4ia&ari)^9 to be jiio. 
ite^c^ byk, in i^e enjoyment of ihts Hie, liberty, and pro* 
l^ei^ty^ <acceirdiT>g'€o4landing lawa» He is obliged, ccmfe- 
iqoently, ^K]«Nieribate^'hia-(har^ to the eicpence o( this piio- 
<feiftion; •to^i'wbis perfonal'iervioe, or san equivalent;, when 
ikieeeffary. B«rt 4k> pG(rt of the propenty of any : individual 
«can, with jiilfl^ice, he- ^tak on fromJiim^ or applied ito public 
iifes, without his own confent, or that of the reprefentatijtt 
B9o4yx>f thejieqple* in fine, the peojple t)f this :commoa* 
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wealtli are not controllable by, any other laws, than thofe, 
Xo which their conftitutionat reprefentative body have given 
their confent. And whenever the public exigencies requircj 
that the property of any individual thould be appropriated 
to public ufes, he fhall receive a reafonable compenfation 
therefor, 

XI. Every fubje^ of the commonwealth ought to find a 
trertain remedy, by having recourfe to the laws, for all in- 
juries or wrongs, which he may receive, in his pcrfon, 
property, or charaAer. He ought to obtain right and juf. 
tice freely, and without being obliged to purchafe it — com. 
pletely, and without any denial — ^promptly, and without de. 
lay — conformable to the laws. 

XII. No fubjedt fliall be held to anfwer for any crime or 
X>ffence, until the fame is fully and plainly, fobftantially and 
formally, defcribed to him ; or be compelled to accufe, or 
iurnifh evidence againft himfelf. And every fobje^ (hall 
have a right to produce all proofs, that may be favourable 
xo him ; to meet the witnefles againft him, (ace to face, and 
to be fully heard in his defence, by himfelf, or his council, 
nt ills ele^ion. And no fubje^ (hall be arreiled, imprifoned 
t)r defpoiled, or deprived of his property, immunities, or 
privileges, pat out of the protedlion of the law, exiled, or 
-deprived of his life, liberty or eftate, but by the judgment 
t>f his peers^ or the law of the l^ind* • 

And the Legiflature fhall not make any law, that fhall:\ 
"fubje^ any perfon to a capital or infamous punifhment, (ex« 
cepting for the government of the aimiy and navy) without 
trial by jury. 

XIII. In criminal proTecutioni^ the verification of fadls, 
in the vicinity where they happen, is 4>ne of the greateft fe*. 
curities of the life, liberty and property of the citizen* 

XIV. Every fubjedl has a right to be fccure from all an. 
Teafonable fearches, and {ieizures, of his perfon, his houfes« 
his papers, and all his poiTeiligns. Ail warrants, therefore, 
are contrary to this right, if the caufe or foundation of them i 
be not previouHy fupported by oath or affirmation ; and if J 
the order^ in a warrant to a civil officer, to make fearch in ' 
all fufpe^ed places, or to arreft one or more fufpedied per* " 
fons, or to feize their property, be not accompanied with a 
jQpecial defignation of the perfons or objeds of fearch^ arrefl« j 
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cr feizore. And no wafnint ought to be iiTucd, hot in cafes^ 
and with the formalities, prefcribcd by the laws« 

XV* In all contfoverfics cofu:erning property, and in all 
fuits betw-een two or more perfons, (except in cafes^ in 
ivhich it hat heretofore been otherwife ufed and pradifedj 
the parties hav« a right to a trial by a jury ; and this method 
of procedure (hall be heUi facred ; unlefs^ in caufes arising 
on the high feas, and fuck as relate to mariner's wages, the 
Legiilature (hall hereafter find it neceflary to alter it. 

XVL The liberty of theprefs is efTential to the fccuritf 
of freedom in a ftate ; it ought not, thecefore^ to be rc« 
ftrained in this commonwealta, 

XVIL The people have a right to keep and to bear amM 
for the common defence. And as^ in time of peace, aroiiet 
are dangerous to liberty^ they ought not to be maintained^ 
without the confent of the Legiilature ; and the militarf 
power &all always be held in exaft fiibordination to the civS 
Mthority, and be governed by it. 

XVIII. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental princS. 
pies of tlie cooftitution, and a conftant adherence to tho£e of 
piety, juftice, oioderatiofi, temperancej induflry^ and fru. 
galhyf ore abfc^ntely neceflary, to preferve the advantages 
cf liberty, and to maintain a free government. The people 
4Htght^ ccnifeqiiently, to have a particular attention to alt 
thofe principles^ in the choice of their of&cers aed reprefenta« 
tives; and tliey have a eight to require of their law-giyert 
-and magilbratea, an txsA and conftant obfervance of theo^ 
in the formation and execution of all laws, nece£ary for the 
£Ood adminiilratioa of the commonwealth. 

XIX. The people hav^a right, in an orderly 9nd peace. 
«ble manner, to aflfembk to confult upon the common good:; 
give inftrudUons to tfeeir reprefentatives ; and to requeft** of 
ilrhe legiflative body, by the way of addre^es, petitions or 
'Xemonftrances, jredrefs of the wi^agB 4<mt thcaa, and of the 
j;rievances they iuiFer. 

XX. The power of fufpenjlng the kws, or the execution 
lof the^aws^ OBghtaMver to be exercifed, but by the Le^fla- 
tture ; or by authodiy^ dtcrived from it^ to be exerciied in 
fuch particular cafes only* as the.Legiflatuxe i£all exprefily 
jprovide far* 
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; XXl» The free<!om of deliberation, fpccch, and debate. In 
either Houfe of the Legiilature, isfo eflential to the rights of 
the people, that it cannot he the foundation of any accufa. 
tion or profecution> a£tion, or complaint, in any other couf t 
or place whatfoever. 

XXII. The Legiflature ought freqacntly to aflemblc, for 
the redrefs of grievances, for correfting, ftrcngthening^ and 
confirming the laws> and for making new laws, as the com. 
mon good may require. 

XXIII. No fubfidy, charge, tax, impoft, or duties, ought 
to be eftablifhed, fixed^ laid, or levied, under any pretext 
whatfoever, without the confent of the people, or their Re- 
prefentatives in the Legiilature. 

XXIV. Laws^ made to punifh for aflions, done before the 
exigence of fuch laws, and which have not been declared 
crimes by preceding laws, srrc unjuft, oppreffive, and incon- 
fiilent with the fundamental principles eta free government. 

XXV. No fubjcft ought, in any cafe, or in any time, to 
be declared guilty of treafon or felony by the Legiilature. 

XXVI. No Magiftrate, or court of law, fliall demand ex. 
ceifive bail or fureties, impofe exceflive fines^ or infii^ cruel 
or nmiftial punishments. 

XXVII. In time of peace, no feldier otight to be quarter, 
ed'tn any houfe, without the confent of the owner; and in 
time of war, fuch quarters ought not to be made, but by the 
civil magi^rate, in a manner ordained by the Legiilature. 

XXVin. No perfon can, in any caie, be fubjeded to law 
martial^ or to any penalties or pains, by virtue of that law^ 
(except thofe employed in the army or navy, and except the 
militia, in actual fervice) but by authority of the LegiHature, 

XXIX. It is effentialto the prefervation of the rights of 
every iiidividtta], hts life, liberty, property, and chara^er, 
that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws, and ad- 
sniniftrations of juftice. It is the right of every citizen^, to be 
' tried by judges, as free, impartial, ^nd independent, as the 
lot of humanity will admit. It is, therefore, not only the 
bcft policy, but for the fecurity of* the rights of the people^ 
and of every citizen, that the Judges of the Supreme Judicial 
Court (hould hold their offices as long as they behave themt- 
felves well ; and that they (hould have honourable falariesi 
' nfcertamcd and ef^abUihcd by (landing laws. 
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XXX. In the government of this commonwealth, the Ic- 

fiflative department (hall never exercife the executive and ju- 
icial powers, or cither of them : the executivt (hall never 
exercife the legiilative and judicial powers, or either of them : 
the judicial (hall never exercife the legiflativc and executive 
powers, or either of them : to the end, it may be a govern, 
ment of laws, and not of men. 



Part II» 
THE FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. 
THE people inhabiting the territory formerly called the 
Province of MafTachufejtts Bay, do hereby folemnly and mutu- 
ally agree with each other, to form themfelves into a free, 
foveieign, and independent Body .Politic, or State, by the 
name of. The commonwjcalth of Maflachufetts. 



C H A p. I. 

THE LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

Section I. 

THE GENERAL COURT. 

Art. I. THE department of legiflation (hall be formed 
by two branches, a Senate and Houfc of Reprefentatives : 
each of which (hall have a iiegaiive on the other. 

The LegiAative body (hall aflemble every year, on the 
lafl Wedncfday in May, and at fuch other times as they 
(hall judge neceffary ; and (hall di(rolve and be di(rolved, on 
the day next preceding the faid laft Wednefday in May j and 
(hall, be Ailed, The General Court of Maflachufetts. 

11. No hill QT refolve of the Senate or Houfe of Reprefent- 
atives (hall become a law, and have force as fuch, until it 
ihall have been laid before the Governor for his revifal : 
And if he, upon fuch revifion, approve thereof, he (hall fig- 
nify his approbation by (igning the fame. But if he have 
any objeftlpn to the paffing of fuch bill or refolve, he (hall re- 
turn the fame, together with his objedions thereto, in writ- 
ing, to the Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives ?n which fo^ 
ever the fame (hall have originated; who (hall enter the 
objed^ions fent down by the Governor, at large, on their 
records, and proceed to reconfider the faid bill or refolve: 
But if after fuch recon(ideration, two.thirds of the faid Se- 
nate or Houfe of Reprefentatives, (hall, notwithdanding the 
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firtd objedions, agree to pafs the fame, it (hall, together 
with the obje^ions, be fent to the other branch of the Le- 
eidature, where it (hall alfo be reconfidered, and if approved 
by two-thirds of the members prefent, it (hall have the force 
of a law : But in all fuch cafes the votes of both Houfes 
(hall be determined by yeas and nays ; and the names of 
the perfons voting for, or againft the faid bill or rcfolve, 
(hall be entered upon the public records of the Common- 
wealth. 

And in order to prevent unncceffary delays, if any bill or 
rcfolve (hall not be returned by the Governor within five 
days after it (hall have been prefented, the fame (hall have 
the force of a law. 

III. The general court (hall forever have full power and 
aothority toereft and conl^itute judicatories, and Courts of 
record, or other Courts to be held in the name of the Com- 
monwealth, for the hearing, trying, and determining of all 
manner of crimes, offences, pleas, proce(res, plaints, ad^ions, 
matters, caufes, and things, wbatloever, ariiing or happen, 
ing within the Commonwealth, or between or concerning 
perfons inhabiting or reiiding, or brought, within the fame ; 
whether the fame be. criminal or civil, or whether the faid 
crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the faid pleas 
be real, perfonal, or mixed ; and for the awarding and mak. 
ing out of execution thereupon : — to ^hich courts and judi^^ 
catories, are hereby given and granted full power and autho- 
rity, from time to time, to adminifler oaths or alErmations^ 
for the better difcovery of truth in any matter in controverfy 
or depending before them. 

IV. And further, fuil power and authority are hereby 
given and granted to the faid general court, from time to 
time, to make, ordain and e(labli(h, ail manner of wholefome, 
and reafonable orders, laws, ftatutes, and ordinances, direc- 
ts and inflrud^ions, either with penalties, or without, (fo 
the fame be not repugnant or contrary to this conftitution) 

hey (hall judge to be for the good and welfare of this 
amonwealth, and for the government and ordering thereof, 
of the fubjeds of the fame, and for the neceffary fup- 
and defence of the government thereof; and to pame 
fettle annually, or provide by fixed laws, for the nam- 
and fettling all civil officers, within the faid Common- 

E 
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wealthy the cled^ibn and coriftitutibn of whom are not Beitv 
after, in this form of government, othcrwife provided for s 
and to fet forth the feveral doties, powers and limits, of the 
feveral civil and military ciicers of this Commonwealth,, 
and the forms of fach oaths or affirmations as fhall be refped^* 
ively adminiftered unto them for the execution of their feve- 
ral offices and places, fo as the fame be not repugnant or con* 
trary to this conftitation ; and to iropofc and levy propor- 
tional and reafonable aiTelTments, rates, and taxes, upon all 
the inhabitants of, and perfons refident, and eftates lyiTig,r 
within the faid Commonwealth ; and alfo to iropofe, and levy, 
reafonable duties and excifea, upon any produce, goodsf. 
wares, merchandifes, and commodities whatfoever, brought 
into, produced, manufa^ured, or being within the fanae y 
to be iiloed and difpofed of by warrant, under the hand of 
the Governor of this Commonwealth for the time being, 
with the advice and confent of the council, for the public 
fervice, in the neceffary defence and fupport of the govern- 
ment of the faid commonwealth, and the prote€lion and pre- 
fervation of the fubjefts thereof, according to fuch afts a» 
are or (hall be in force within the fame«> 

And while the public charges of government, or any part 
thereof, (hall be afleffed on polls and eftates in the manner 
that has hitherto been pradtifed ; in order l^hat fuch aflfefl*- 
m^nts may be made with equality, there (hall be a valuatioa 
of efl-ates within the Commonwealth taken anew once ia 
every ten years at the leaft, and as much oftener as the gene- 
ml court (hall order. 



CHAP. L Sect. IL 
SENATE. 
jfrfA. THERE (hall be annually elefted by the freehoW^ 
ers and other inhabitant* of this Commonwealth, qualified 
as in this conftitution is provided, forty perfons to be coufi- 
fellors and fenators for the year enfuing their eledVion : to 
be chofcn by the inhabitants of the didrif^s, into which the 
Commonwealth may from time to time be divided by the 
general court for that purpofc. And the general court, in 
afTjgr.ing the numbers to ^celeded by the refpedtivediftrids, 
fiiali govern ihcmfelvcs by the proportion of the public taxei 
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^Id by the faid diftri^s ^ and timely make known to the 
inhabitants of the Commonwealth, the limits of each dif- 
triA and the number of counfellors and fenators to be chofen 
therein^ provided that the number of fach diftri^^s (hall be 
never lefs than thirteen ; and that no diftrid^ be fo large as 
to entitle the fame to choofe more than fix fenators. 

And the feveral counties in this Commonwealth (hall, un- 
jil the general court (hall determine it neceflary to alter the 
faid diitrids, be diftridts for choice of comfcllors and fena- 
tors (except that the coOnties of Qukes-county and Nantuc- 
ket (hall form one didrid for that parpofe) and (hall eletft 
the following number for counfellors and fenators, viz. 

Two 



Suffolk 


Six 


York 


E(rex 


Six 


Dukes county 


Middlefex 


Five 


and Nantucket 


Hamplhire 


Four 


Worcefter, 


Plymouth, 


Three 


Cumberland 


£arn(lable 


One 


Lincoln 


Briflol 


Three 


Berk(hire 



} 



On^ 



Five 
One 

One 
Two 
1 1. The Senate (hall be the firft branch of the Legiflature ; 
s^ th^ Senators (hall be choftn in the following manner, 
•viz. There (hall l>e a meeting, on the firft Monday in April, 
annually, forever, of the inhabitants of each town in the 
feveral counties of this Commonwealth ; to be c.illed by the 
Sele<5lmen, and warned in due courfe of law, at ]c 1: {>• en 
days before the firll Monday in April, for the purpolc r,i <. .< v'i- 
ing pf rfons to be Senators and Counfellors. AnJ t ..'ci. 
meetings, every male inhabitant, of twenty-one ycors oi 
age and upwards, having a freehold eftate, within die com- 
man wealth', of the armual income of three pounds, or any 
eftateof the value of fixty po«nd&, (hall have a right to give 
in his vote, for the Senators, for the diftrid of which he is 
an inhabitant* And to remove all doubts, concerning the 
f rd " inhabitant," in this confti^ution, every perfon (haU 
1 confidered as an inhabitant, (for the purpofe of electing 
i . being ele^d into any office or place within this (late) in 
i t town, diftri^ or plantation, where he dwelleth or hat^ 
] home. 

he feled^men of the feveral towns ihall prefideat fuch meet- 
i . impartially ; and (hall receive the votes of all the in- 
i 'tants of fuch ^ownsj, prefeiit and qualified to vote for f(i» 
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nators ; and ihall fort and count them in open town meeting, 
and in prefence of the town clerk^ who ihall make a fair re. 
cord, in prefence of the feledlmen^ and in open town meet- 
ing, of the name of every perfon voted for, and of the num- 
ber of votes againft his name ; and a fair copy of this record 
ihall be atteded by the felef^men and the town clerk, and 
ihall be fealed up, di reeled to the Secretary of the Common, 
wealth for the time being, with a fuperfcription, exprefling 
the parports of the contents thereof, and delivered, by the 
town clerk of fuch town, to the (heriiF of the county, in 
which fuch town lies, thirty days at leaft before the laft 
Wednefday in May, annually ; or it (hall be delivered into 
the Secretary's Office, fevcnteen days, at lead, before the 
faid laft \^ ednefday in May ; and the iherifF of each county 
ihall deliver all fuch certificates, by him received, into the 
Secretary's OflScc, fevcnteen days before the faid lafl Wcd- 
nefday in May. 

And the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated (qua- 
Jified as this conftituiion provides) who are or (hall be em. 
powered and required to aflefs taxes upon themfelves, toMrard 
the fopport of government, (hall have the fame privilege of 
Toting for Counfellors and Senators in the plantations where 
ihey refide, as town inhabitants have in their refpedlive 
towns ; and the plantation-meetings, for that purpofe, fhali 
be held annually on the fame firft Monday in April, at fuch 
place in the plantations refpedively, as the affeflbrs thereof 
ihall dirci^ ; which affeffors (hall have like authority, for 
notifying the eledors, colleding and returning the votes, as 
the feledmen and town clerks have in their feveral towns, by 
this eonftitution, and all other perfons, living; in places unin. 
corporated (qualified as aforefaid) who (hall be 2ifftfftd to the 
fupport of government by tfie aireiTors of an adjacent towri, 
(hall have the privilege of giving in their votes for Counfel- 
lors and Senators, in the town where they ihall be affcffcd, 
and be notified of the place of meeting, by the Seleftmcn of 
the town, where they (hall be aflfeiTed, for that purpofe ac* 
cordingly. ... 

III. And that there may be a due convention of Senator^ 

on the laft Wednefday in May annually, the Governor, and 

five of the Council, for the time being, (hall, as foon as may 

be, examine the returned copies of fuch records ; and four« 



MASSACHUSETTS. 45 

teen 6tLy% before the faid day, he (hall liTue his fummons ta 
luch pcrfons, as fhall appear to be chofcn by the majority of 
votes, to attend on that day, and take their feats accordingly; 
— ^provided neverthelefs, that for.theiirft year, the faid re- 
turned copies (hall be examined by the prefidcnt and five d£ 
:thc Council of the former Conftitution of Government : and 
die faid preitdent 'fkdll,. in like manner, iffue hi« fummons 
to the perifons fo^eleded^ that they may take their feats at 
^orefaid. 

IV. The Senate Ihall he -the final judge of the e1c<Slion«^ 
returns and qualifications of their own members, as pointed 
oat in the Conilitution ; and fhall, on the faid lad Wednef^ 
^ay in May, annually^ determine and declare, who are eled- 
ed by each diftrid, to be Senators, by a majority of votes : 
and in caCe there (hall not appesrr to be the fuH number of Se. 
irators returned, eled^cd by a majority of votes for any diftrift^ 
the deficiency Ihall be fupplied in the following manner, viz* 
th« Members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, and fuoh Se- 
nators as (hall be declared elefled, (halHake the names of fucb 
perfons as (hall be found to have the -highell number of votes 
in fuch diftri^, and not ele6\ed, amotmting to twice the num- 
ber of Senators wanting, if there be fomaiiy voted for; and 
'Out of thefe,. (hall eleft, by ballot,, a number of Senators, fuf- 
^ient to fill up the vacancies in fuch diftricl ; and in this 
manner, aU fuch vacancies (hall be filled ^in. every diftri^ of 
4he commonwealth : and in like manner^ all vacancies in the 
Senate, arifing by death, jcmoval out of the ftate., or other- 
wife, (hall be fupplied as foon as may be^ after fuch vacaiw 
>cies(hall happen: — 

V. Provided never tlieleft, that no perfofl'fhall be capable 
of being clefted as a Senator, who is not feized in hisowa 
tight, of a freehold within this commonwealth, of the va- 
.i«o of three hundred pounds at leaft, or po(r<;*(red of psrfonal 

te to the value of fix handred pounds at lead, or of both to 
amount of the fame fum.; and who has not been an inha- 
mt of this commonwealth for the fpace of Rve years im- 
'iately preceding his eledlion ; and atthe time of his elec^ 

he ihall be an inhabitant in the diftrid, for which he 

be cho'cn, 

I. The Senate ihall have power to adjourn thcmfclves, 

E * . 
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provided foch adjottrnments do not exceed two dajs at ft 
time. 

VII. The Senate (hall choofe its own prefident^ appoint its 
own officers, and determine its own rules of proceedings. 

VIII. The Senate (hall be a Courts with fall authority, to 
hear and determine all impeachments, made by the Houfe of 
Reprcfentatives, againft any officer or officers of the Common, 
wealth, for mifcondud and maUadminidration in their offices^ 
But previous to the trial of every impeachment, the Mem* 
bers of the Senate fliall ref}>e6live]y be fworn, truly and im- 
partially to try and determine the charge in qaeHion, accord, 
iog to evidence. Their judgment, however, (hall not extend 
further, than to removal from office, and difqualification to 
hold or enjoy any place of honour, truft or profit, under this 
Commonwealth : but the party fo convicted, (hall be, never. 
thelefs, liable to indidment, trial, judgment^ and punilh. 
raent, according to the laws of the land« 

IX. Not lefs than (ixty Members of the Senate, (hall con* 
fiicttte a quorum for doing bufinefs* 

CHAP, I. Sect. III. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Art. L THE&E fhall be, in the Legillature of this com« 
monwealth, a reprefentation of the people, annually ele^ed, 
and founded upon the principle of equality. 

IL And in order to provide for a reprefentation of the 
citizens of this commonwealth,, founded on the principle of 
equality, cwftry corp<M:ate town, containing one hundred and 
fifty rateable polls, may eled one Reprefentativc : — every 
corporate town, containing three hundred and feventy.fiive 
rateable polls, may eie^ two Reprefentatives : ev^ry corpo. 
rate town, containing fix hundred rateable polls, may ele^ 
three Reprefentatives ; — and proceeding in that manner, 
making two hundred and twenty. five rateable polls the mean 
increafing number, for every additional Reprefentativc : — 

Provided neverthelefs, that each town now incorporated^ 
not having one hundred and fifty rateable polls, may eled one 
Reprefeillaiive^ fiut no place fhall hereafter be incorporated 
with the privilege of eleding a Reprefentativc, unlefs there 
sre, within the fame, one hundred and fifty rateable polls* 

And th« Uottfe of Reprefentfttivei fliall havepower^ fkom 
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tine to ttne) to impofe fines upan Aich tawns^ as (hall neglect 
to choofe and return Members to the fame, agreeably to this 
cooftitation. 

The expenfes of traveliing to the General Afletnbly, and . 
returning honte, once in every feflion and no more, (hall be 
paid by the government, out of the public treafury, to every 
Member who (hall attend as feafonably as he can, in the jud^. 
ment of th« Houfe, and does not depart without kave. 

III. Every Member of the Houfe of Reprefentativcs (hnll 
be chofeo by written votes ; and for one year at leail, next 
preceding his elcdlion, (hall have been an inhabitant of, and 
have been feized, in his own right, of a freehold of the va- 
lue of one hundred pounds^ within the town he (hall be cho. 
fen to rqirefent, or any rateable eftate, to the value of two 
hundred pounds ; and he (hall ceafe to reprefent the faid town, 
immediately on his cealing to be qualified as aforefaid, 

IV. Every male perfon (being twenty-one years of age, 
and refident in any particular town in this commonwealth, for 
the fpace of one year next preceding) having a freehold ehate 
within the fame town, of the annual income of three pounds, 
or any eilate of the value of ^xty pounds, fhall have a right 

to vote in the choice of a Reprefentative, or Reprefentatives^ 
for the faid town« 

V. The Members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall 
be chofen annuafly, in the month of May, ten days, at leaft,^ 
before the laft Wedaeiday of that month* 

VI. The Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall be the grand ia- 
qaeft of this commonwealth ; and all impeachments, made 
by them, (hall be heard and tried by the Senate, 

VIL All money .bills (hall originate in the Houfe^f Re- 
prefentatives : but the Senate may propofe or concur witk 
amendments, as on other bills* 

VIII. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall have power to 
lurn themfelves ; provided fiich adjournment (hall sot ex- 
i two days at a time* 

X. Not lefs than ^xty Members of the Houfe of Repre- 
tatives, (hall conftitute a quorum for doing bufinefs. 
[. The Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall be the judge of the 
irns, ele&ions, and qualifications of its own Members, as 
nted out in the conftitution ; (hall choofe their own fpeak- 
I ; aj^oint their own officers^ and fettle their roles and or« 
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df rs of proceeding in their own Houfe. They (hall hate Mi« 
thoritf to puniih^ by imprironment, every perfon^ (not a 
Member) who ihall be guilty of difrefpedl to the Hou(e^ by 
any diforderly or contemptaons behavioar in its prefence ; or 
whO) in the towii where the General Court is fitting, md 
during the time of its iitting, (hall threaten -harm to the body- 
or eilate of any of its Members^ for any thing faid-or done id 
the Houfe; or who (hail ajSTault any of them therefor; or 
who (hall alTault, or arre£t any witnefs, or 'other perfon, or- 
'dered to attend the Houfe, in his way in goings or returning x 
or who fhall refcue any perfon arreted by the order of the 
Houfe, 

And no Member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall be 
arrefted, or held to bail on mefne procefs, diiring his going; 
tinto, returning from, or his attending the General AfTembly. 

XI, The Senate (hall have the fame powers in the like 
cafes ; and the Governor and Council fiiall have the fame au. 
thority to punifh in like cafes : — ^provided that no imprifon^ 
ment, on the warrant or order of the Governor, Council, 
Senate, or Houfe of Repre&ntatives, for either of the above 
dcfcribed offences, be for a term exceeding thitty days. 

And the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives may try, and 
determine, all cafes, where their rights ^nd privileges are 
concerned, and which, by the conftitution, they have au- 
thority to try and determine, by Committees of their own 
M rmbcrs, or in fuch other way as they may refpediively think 



CHAP II 
1£XECUTJVE POWEIL 
Section I. GOVERNOR, 
Art. I. THERE fhall he a Supreme Executive Magifk-ate, 
iwrho Ihall be (tiled. The Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Maffachufetts.; and whofe title (hall be. His Excellency. 

II. The Governor (hall be chofen annually; and no per. 
Ton (ball be eligible to this ofHce ; unlefs, at the time of his 
dedion, he (hall have been an inhabit.mt of this common, 
ivealth, for fcvcn yeacs next preceding ; and unjefs he (hall, 
at the fame time, be feized, in his own right, of a freehold 
within the commonwealth, of the value of one thoufand 
pounds ; and unlefs he (hall decliire himfelf to be of the Chrif. 
tian religion* 
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III. Thofe perfons^ who (hall be qualified to vote for Se- 
nators and RepreTentatives, within the feveral towns of this 
commonwealth^ fhall, at a meetings to be called for that 
parpofe^ on the firft Monday of April, annually^ give in their 
votes for a Governor^ to the feledtmen, who (hail prefide at«^ 
fach meetings ; and the Town.Clerk) in the prefence and with 
the affiftance of the fele<^roen, (hall, in open town meeting, 
fort and count the votes, and form a lift of the perfons voted 
for, with the number of votes for each perfon, againft hit 
name : and (hall make a fair record of the fame in the town 
books, and a public declaration thereof in the faid meeting ; 
and (hall, in the prefence of the inhabitants, feal up copies d 
the faid lift, attefted by him and the feled^men, and tranfmit 
the fame to the Sheriff of the county, thirty days at leaft be« 
fore the laft Wednefday in May : and the Sheriff (hall tranf. 
mit the fame to the Secretary's office, feventeen days at leaft 
before the faid laft Wednefday in May ; or the feledtmen may 
catifc returns of the fame to be made to the c^ce of the Secre- 
tary of the commonwealth, feventeen days at leaft before the 
faid day ; and the Secretary (hall lay the fame before the Se- 
nate and the Houfe of Repref«ntativef, on the laft Wednef- 
day in May, to be by them examined : and in cafe of an elec. 
tion, by a majority of all the votes returned, the choice (hall 
be by them declared and publiflied. But if no perfon (hall 
have a majority of votes, the Houfeof Reprefentatives fliall, 
by ballot, eled two out of four perfons, who had the highelt 
number d votes, if fo many (hall have been voted for ; but if 
otherwife, out of the number voted for ; and make return to 
the Senate, of the two perfons fo eledled ; on which the Se« 
nate (hall proceed, by ballot, to eleA one, who (hall be de. 
dared Governor. 

IV, The Governor (hall have authority, from time to timo 
at his difcretion, to affemble and call together the Counfellors 
A^ this commonwealth for the time being; and the Governor, 

h the faid Counfellors, or five of them at leaft, (hall, and 
^, from time to time, hold and keep a Council, for the 
ring and direding the affairs of the commonwealth^ 
eably to the conftitution, and the laws of the land. 
. The Governor, with advice of Council, (hall have full 
er and authority, during the feftion of the General Court, 
ijourn or prorogue the lame, tp any time the two Houfca 
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ihall defire ; and to diflblve the famcy on the day next pre- 
ceding the Uft Wedncfday in May ; and, in the recefs of the 
faid coort) to prorogue the fame, from time to time, not ^x*. 
ceeding niAety days aa any one recefs ; and to call it together 
l^ooner than the tine to which it may be adjourned or pro* 
roguedi if the welfare of the commonwealth fhall require the 
fame. And in cafe of any infedlious diftemper prevailing in 
the piace^ where the faid court is next at any time to convene, 
or any other canCc happening, whereby danger may arife to 
the health or lives of the Members from their attendance, he 
tnay d\xt6i the fcSioa to be held at fome other the moik croru 
venient place within the State. 

And the Governor (hall diifolve the faid General Court* on 
the day next preceding thelaft Wednefday in May, 

VI. In cafea of difagreement between the two Houies, 
with regard to the neceflity, expediency, or time of adjourn- 
ment, or prorogation, the Governor, with advice c^ the Conn- 
cil, (hall have a right to adjourn or prorogue the General Court, 
not exceeding ninety days, as he fliaii determine the public 
good (hall require. 

VII. > The Go^rnotf of thi« coffimcn^-calth, for th^ time 
being, ihall be the commander in chief of the army and navy, 
4ind of alt the nailitary forces of tl:ie (late, by fea and land ; 
«nd fhall have full power, by himfclf, or by any commander, 
or other officer or officers, from time to time, to train, in-^ 
Aru^, exercife and govei"n the rotiitia and navy ; and for the 
fpecial defence and iafety of the commonwealth, to afTembld 
in martial arr^y, and put in warlike poftiire, the ifibabitanta 
thereof; and to ieatd and condu<:t them, and wiuh t^hem td 
encounter, repeJ, ttefiftj expel, ahd purfue, by force of arn>s, 
as well by fea as by land, within or without the Hinits of 
this commonwealth; and alfo to killj flay, and deftroy, if 
necefrary, and conquer, by all fitting ways, enterprifes, and 
xneans whatfoever, all and every fuch perfon or pcrfons, aa 
fiiall at any time hereafter. In a hoftile manner, attempt or 
enterptife the deftru^tion, invafion, detriment, or annoyance 
<of this commonwealth ; and to ufe and exercife, over the ar- 
my and navy, and over the militia in aftual fervice, the law-, 
martial, in time of war or invafion, and alfo in time of re- 
bellion (declared by the Legiilature to exilt} as occafion fhall 
Aeceifariiy require ; and to take and furpr|fe^ by all ways and- 
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mam whatfoeverj all and every foch perfon or perfons (with 
their (hips, arms^ amrnvmition, and other goods) as (hall^ in 
a hoftile manner^ xnrade,. or atteroptt the invading, conquer, 
tng, or annoying this commonwealth : and that the Governor 
be entrufted with all thefe and other powers, incident to th« 
offices of captain-generalj^ aid commander in chiefs and ad- 
miral, to be exercifed agreeably to th« rules and regulation* 
• of the conftitutioDy and the laws of the land, and not other ^^ 
wife* 

Provided that the faid Governor &all not, at any time 
hereafter, by virtue of any power, by this conftitution grants 
ed, or lieceafter to be granted to him by the Legiflature, 
tranfport any of the ii^bitants of this commonwealth, ov 
oblige them to march out of the limits of the fame, without 
their free and voluntary confent, or the conient of the Ge« 
Deral Court ; except fo far as may be neceffary to march or 
tranfport them by land or water, for the defence of fuch 
part of the ftate, to which they cannot otherwife conyeni^ 
tntly haveaccefs. 

VIII. The power of pardoning oflTences, except fuch a« 

perfons may be cpnvid^ed of before the Senate by ^n im« 

peachment of the Hou£e, (hall be in the Governor, by and 

- with the advice of Council ; but no charter of pardon, grant- 

f ed by the Governor, with advice of the Council, before 

convidlion, (hall avail the party pleading the fame, not- 

withftanding any general or particular expredions contained 

therein, defcriptive of the offence or offences intended to be 

I pardoned. 

I IX. AH judicial officers, the Attorney .General, the Soli* 
citor-General, all She>rifi«, Coroners, and Regiflers of Pro- 
bate, (hall be nominated and appointed by the Governor, by 
I and with the advice and confent of the Council ; and-every 
inch nomination (hall be made by the Governor, and made 
at Icaft feven days prior to fuch appointment. 
I X. The Captains and Subalterns of the militia (ball be 
f elefted by the written votes of the train band and alarm lift 
[ of their rcfpedive companies, of twenty-one yeari «f age 
and upwards. The field officers of regiments (hall be elcfted 
by the wriiten votes of the Captains and Subalterns of theiff 
refpeftive regiments. The Brigadiers (hall be clewed in like 
ttanner, by the field officers of their refpeftive brigades. 
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And Aich officers, Co elected, (hall be commiffioned by the 
Governor, who (hall determine their rank* 
. The Legidature (hall, by ftanding laws, dire^ the time 
and manner of convening the dehors, and of colle^ling 
votes, and of certifying to the Governor the officers eleded. 

The major.generals (hall be appointed by the Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, each having a negative upon the 
other ; and be commiffioned by the Governor* 

And if the eledors of brigadiers, field-ofEcers^ captainSj 
or fubalterns, (hall negledt or refufe to make fuch eledions, 
after being duly notified, according to the laws for the time 
being, then the Governor, with advice of Council, (hall 
appoint fuitable perfons to fill fuch offices. 

And no office^, duly commifiioned to command in the mi. 
litia, (hall be removed from his office, but by the addrefs 
of both Houfes to the Governor, or by fair trial in court- 
martial, purfuant to the lawa of the commonwealth for the 
time being. 

The commanding officers of regiments (hall ai^int their 
adjutants and quarter. mafters ; the brigadiera their brigade 
majors ; and the major-generals thek aids ; and the Gover- 
nor (hall appoint the adjutant-general. 

The Governor, with advice of Council, (hall appoint all 
officers of the continental army, whom (by the contederatioa 
.of the United States) it is provided that this commonwealth 
ihall appoint, as alfo all officers of forts and garrifons. 

The divifions of the militia, into brigades, regiments and 
companies, made in purfuance of the militia laws now in 
force, (hall be confidered as the proper divifions of the roili* 
tia of this commonwealth, until the fame (hall be altered la 
purfuance of fome future law. 

XL No monies (hall be i(rued out of the treafury of this 
commonwealth, and difpofed of (except fuch fums, as may 
be appropriated for the redemption of bills of credit or trea. 
furer's notes, or for the payment of intere(ts arifing thereon) 
but by warrant, under the hand of the Governor , for the] 
time being, with the advice and confent of the council, for 
the ncceifary defence and fupport of the commonwealth — and. 
for the protection and prefervation of the inhabitants thereof^ 
agreeably to the a^ and refolves of the General Court. 
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XII. All public boards, the commiffary-gcneral, all fu- 
perin tending officers of public magazines and ftores, belonging 
to this commonwealth^ and all commanding officers of forts 
and garrifons within the fame^ fhall, once in 'every three 
months, officially, and without requiiition, and at other 
times, when required by the Governor, deiitrer to him an 
account of all goods^ (lores, provifionc, ammunition, cannod 
with their appendages, and fmall arms with their accoutre* 
ments, and of all other public property whatever under the*'? 
care refpeftivcly ; diftinguilhing the quantity, number, qua- 
lity and kind of each, as particularly as may be $ together 
with the condition of fuch forts and garrifons. And the 
faid commanding officer (hall exhibit to the Governor, when 
required by him, true and exadl plains of fuch fort9, and of 
the land and fea, or harbour or harbours adjacent. 

And the faid boards, and all public officers, (hall commu^ 
nicate to the Governor, as foon as may be, after receiving 
the fame, all difpatches, and intelligence of a public nature, 
which (hall be dire^ed to ihero refpednrely. 

XIII. As the public good reqiwres, that the Governor 
(hould not be under the undue influence of any of the mem. 
hers of the General Court — by a dependence on them for hia 
ib^ort — that he (hould, in all cafes, a^ with freedom for 
the benefit of the public; — that he (hould not have his atten. 
tion ncceflfarily diverted from that objeft, to hie private con- 
cerns— r-and that he (hould maintain the dignity of the com- 
monwealth, in the charader of its chief magiftrate — it is 
nece(rary that he (hould have an honourable ftated falary, of 
a fixed and permanent value, amply fufficient for thofe pur- 
pofes, and eftablifhed by (landing laws : and it (hall be among 
the firft afts of the General Court, after the commencement 
of this conftitution, to eftabli(h fuch falary by law accord- 
ingly. 

Permanent and honourable falaries (hall alfo be eftabTi(hed 
by law, for the Juftices of the Suprenre Judicial Court. 

And if it (hall be found, that any of the ialaries afore, 
faid, fo eftablflhed, are infufficient, they (hall, from time 
to time, be enlarged, as the General Court (hall judge pro^ 
l)cr. 

F 
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CHAP- II. SiCT. II. 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 
AitT. I. THERE (hall be annoally elected a Lieatenairt^ 
Governor of the cotnmonwealth of Maffachufetu^ whofi^ 
title (hall be^ His Honour ; and who (hall be qualified^ in 
point of religion^ property, and residence in the con^nion- 
wealth, in the fame manner with the Governor ; and the day 
and manner of his eledion, and the qaalifi<;acionl» of the 
tledors, (hail be the fame as are required in the ele^ion of 
a Governor. The return of the votes for this officer, and 
the declaration of his ele^ion, (hall be in the fame manner : 
and if no one perfon (hall be found to have a majority of ali 
the votes returned, the vacancy (hall be fiUtd by the Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefcntatives, in the fame manner as the Govern- 
or is to be eledled, in cafe no one perfon (hall have a ma- 
jority of the votes of the people to be Governor. 

II. The Governbr, and, in his abfence, the Lieutenant* 
Governor, (hall be the pre(ident of the council ; but (hall 
have no vote in council : and the Lieutenant-Governor (hall 
always be a itaember of the couiKil, except when the chair 
of the Governor (hall be vaeant. 

III. Whenever the chair of the Governor ftiall be vacant 
by reafbn of his death, or abfence from the coranxonwealthj 
or otherwife, the Lieutenant-Governor for the time being, 
(hall, during fuch vacancy, perform all the duties incumbent 
upon the Governor, and (hall have and exerciie all the pow. 
ers and authorities, which, by this conftitution, the Go^ 
vcrnor is veiled with^ when perfonally prefent. 



CHAP. 11. Sect. IIL 
Council y and the manner of fettling e legions hy the Legijlaturem 
Art. I. THERE (hall be a Council, for advifing the Go- 
vcfnor in the executive part .of government, to coniift of 
nine perfons, beiides the Lieutenant-Governor, whom the 
Govcrjior, for the time being, (hall have full power and au- 
thority, from time to time, at his difcretion, to aflemble and 
call together. And the Governor, with the (aid Counfellors, 
or five of them at lead, (hall and may, from time to time, 
hold and keep a Council, for the ordering and dire^ing the 
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iffairt of the commonwealth^ according to tbe laws of th« 
land. 

II. Nine Coanfellors (hall be annually chofen^ from among 
the perfons returned for Counfellors and Senator! j on the laft 
Wednefday in May, by the joint ballot of the Senators and 
Rcprefentatives affembled in one room. And in cafe there 
fhall not be found, upon the firft choice, the whole nuihber of 
nine perfons, who will accept a feat in the council, the defi« 
ciency ihali be made up by the eledlors aforefaid, from among 
the people at large ; and the number of Senators left, (hall 
conftitute the Senate for the year. The feats of the perfons 
thus eledled from the Senate, and accepting the truft, (hall 
be vacated in the Senate. 

III. The Counfellors, in the civil arrangements of the 
commonwealth, fhall have rank, next after the Lieutenant. 
Oovernor. 

IV. Not more than two Counfellors (hall be chofen out 
flf any one didrid of this commonwealth. 

V. The refblutions and advice of the Council (hall be re* 
corded in a regifler, and figned by the members prefent ; 
and this record may be called for, at any time, by either 
Houfe of the Legiflature ; and any member of the Council 
may infert his opinion, contrary to the refolution of the 
majority. 

VI. Whenever the office of the Governor and Lieutenant. 
Governor (hall be vacant, by reafon of death, abfence, or 
Qtherwife, then tb^ CoancU, or the major part of them, 
(hall, during fuch vacancy, have full power and authority, 
to do, and execute, all and every fuch o^s, matters and 
things^ as the Governor oi Lieutenant-Governor might or 
could, by virtue of this conftitution, do or execute, if they 
or eithtr of them, were perfonally prefent* 

VII. And whereas the elections, appointed to be made 
fay this conilitution, on the laft Wednefday In May annually » 
by the two Houfes of the Legiflature, may not be com«> 

>leted on that day, the faid ele^ions may be adjoumedj from 

lay to day, until the fame &all be con^eted. And tbeor«. 

ler of elections (hall be a« follows : The vacancies in the 

|Senate« if any, (hall drft be filled up ; the Governor and 

•ietttenant.GoYerBor (ball then be ek^iad> provided thtst 
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all be no choice of them by the people ; and afterwards 
ic two Houfes (hall proceed to the ele^ion of the Council ' 

CHAP. II. t^icT. IV. 

Secretary^ Treafurer^ Commijffary^ ^c. 

Art. I. THE Secretary, Treafurer, and Receiver- Gen€. 
il, and the Commiilary.General, Notaries Public, and Naval 
fficers, (hall be chofen annually, by joint ballot of the Se. 
itors and Reprefentatives in one room. And that the citi. 
:ns of this commonwealth may be afTured, from time to 
me, that the monies remaining in the public treafury, upon 
le fettleracnt and liquidation of the public accounts, are 
leir property, no man (hall be eligible, as Treafnrer and 
eceiver.General, more than five years fucceffively. 

II. The records of the commonwealth (hall be kept in the 
Ece of the Secretary, who may appoint his deputies, for 
hofe condudt be (hall be accountable : and he (hall attend 
le Governor and Council, the Senate land Houfe of Repre- 
ntatives in perfon, or by his deputiesj as they (hsdl re» 
icftivcly require. 



CHAP. III. 
yUDICIART POWER, 
Art. I. THE tenure, that all comroiflion officers (ball by 
w hav€ in their offices, (hall be expre(red in their refpeflive 
>mmi{Iion$, all judicial officers,, duly appointed, comxnif. 
>ned and fworn, (hall hold their offices during good behavi. 
•, excepting fuch concerning whom there is different provi. 
>n made in this conftitution ; provided neverthelefs, the 
overnor, with confent of the Council, may remove theai 
>on the addrefs of both Houfes of the Legillature.' 

II. Each branch of the Legiflatore, as well as the Go» 
srtojr and Council, (hall have authority, to require the 
>inion8 of the Juftices of the Supreme Judicial Court, upon 
aportant queftions of law, and upon folemn occa(ions. 

III. In order that the people may not faffer from the long, 
mtinuance in place, of any juftice of the peace, who (hall 
il of difcharging the important duties of his office with 
>ility or fideiiey, all commifTions of juftices of ^he 
ftace (hall expire and become vojd, in the term of feveu '' 
;ars from their xefpedUve dates \ and upon the expiratioa 
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•f any conamifEon> the fame may, if ntctBkry, be lencwed^ 
Qr another perfon appointtd, as (hall moft conduce to the 
welKbeing of the commonwealth* 

IV. The Judges of Probate of WiU$, and for granting 
letters of adminiftration, (hall hold their courts at fuch 
place or places on fixed days^ as the convenience of the peo- 
ple fhall require. And the Legiflature ihall, from time ta 
time, hereafter ^^>oint fuch times and places ; until which 
appointments, the faid courts fiiall be holden at the timet 
and places, which the refpediire judges (hall dire^. 

V. All caufes of marriage, divorce^ and alimony, and all 
appeals from the Judges of Probate, daall be heard and de- 
termined by the Governor and Council, until the Legida. 
tureihall, by law, make other provifion, 

CHAP, IV. 
DELEGATES TO CONGRESS,. 
THE delegates of this commonwealth to theCongrefs of 
the United States, (hall, fometime in the month of June an. 
Dually, be eledled by joint ballot of the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, a^mbled together in one room 1 to ferve 
in Congrefs for one year, to commence on tht fird Monday 
in November then next enfuing. They fhall have commif. 
Sons, under the hand of the Governor, and the great feal of 
she commonwealth ; but may be recalled at any time within 
the year, and others chofen and commiflioned in the fame 
manner^ in their ftead. 



CHAP. V. 
The Umv^rfiij at Cambridge^ and encouragement of ttttera^ 

ture^ ^r. 

SicT. L THE UNIVERSITT. 
Art. I« WHEREAS our wife and pious anceftors, fo 
early as the year one thoufand fix hundred and thirty-fix, 
iaid the foundation of Harvard College ; in which univer. 
fity many perfons of great eminence, have, by the blefling 
of God, been initiated in thofe arts and fciences, which qua- 
lified them for public employments, both in church and date : 
and whereas the encouragement of arts and fciences, and all 
^ood literature, tends to the honour of God, the advantage 
fif the Chriitian religion^ and the great benefit of this and 

F 2 •• ■ ■ 
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the otl)«r United States of America. It is declared, that the 
Preiident and Fellows of Harvard College, in their coporar« 
capacity, and their fucctfifon in that capacity, their officers 
and fcrvants, (hall have> hold, ufe, exerctfe, and enjoy a!l 
the powers, authorities, rights, liberties, privileges, immo- 
nities and franchifes, which they now have, or are entitled 
to have, hold, ufe, exercife and enjoy : and the fame are 
hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the faid Prefident 
and Fellows of Harvard College, and to their fucceflbrs, and 
to their officers and fervants, refpe^ively, forever. 

II. And whereas there have been, at fundry times, by di- 
vers perfons, gifts, grants, devifes of houfes, lands, tone* 
ildents, goodf, chatties, legacies, and conveyances, hereto* 
fore made, either to Harvard College, in Cambridge,, in New. 
England, or to the Prefident and Fellows of Harvard College, 
or to the faid College, by fome other defcription, under fevc- 
ral charters fucceflively — it is declared, that all the faid gifts, 
grants, devifes, legacies, and conveyances, are hereby for- 
ever confirmed unto the Preiident and Fellows of Harvard 
College, and to their fucceflbrs in the capacity afbrefaid, ac-^. 
cording to the true intent and meaning of the donor or donors, 
grantor or grantors, devifor or devifors. 

III. And whereas, by an ad of the General Court of the 
colony of MafTachufetts-fiay, paf!cd in the year one tfaoufand 
fix hundred and forty -two, the Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor, for the time being, and all the Magift rates of that 
jurifdidlion, were, with, the Prefident, and sv number of the 
Clergy in the faid ati defcribed, conftituted the overfeers of 
Harvard College — and it being neceffary, in this new con- 
rtitution of government, to afcertain, who ikalt be deemed 
fucceflbrs to the faid Governor, Deputy Governor, and Ma- 
gifirates — it is declared, that the Governor, Lieutenant Go- 
\ernor. Council, and Senate of this commonwealth, are, 
and fhall be deemed their fucceflors ; who, with the Prefident 
of Harvard College, for the time being, together with the 
ininiftcta of the congregational churches, in the towns of- 
Cambridge, Water town, Charleftown, Bofton, Roxbury, and 
Porchefter, mentioned in the faid z£k, ihall be, and hereby 
are, veiled with all the powers and authority belonging, or 
in any way appertaining, to the overfeers of Harvard College z 
^^provrdcd, that nothing hereinfliali.be con&rued to ps^ 
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vent the Legiflatore of this commonwealth^ from maktiiji; 
fiicb alterations in the government of the faid univeriity, at 
(hall be conducive to its advantage, and the tntereft of th# 
lepabHc of letters, in as full a manner, as might have been 
done by the Legislature of the late province of the Mafla- 
ehufetts-Bay. 

CHAP. V. Section II. 

THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF LITERATURE. 

WISDOM and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffufed ge. 
nerally mmong the body of the people, being ncceflfary for the 
prefervatton of their rights and liberties : and as thefe depend 
on fpreading the opportunities and advantages of education, 
in the various parts of the country , and among the-difierent or. 
ders of the people, it (hall be the duty of the Legi/latures and 
Magiilrates, in all future periods of this commonwealth, to 
cheriih the inter«(l of literature and the fciences, and all fe. 
minaries of them ; efpecially the univerfity at Cambridge, 
public fchools Bi\d grammar fchools in the towns ; to encou. 
rage private focieties and public inftitutions, by rewards and 
immunities, for the promotion of agriculture, arts, fciences, 
: commerce^ trades, manufadlures^ and a natural hiAory of 
the country ; to countenance and inculcate the principles of 
humanity and general benevolence, public and private.cha<« 
rity, indtiftry, and frugality, bonefty and pun^ualtty in their 
dealings ; fincerity, good humour, and all focial afl^^ioni 
and generous fentiments among the people. 

, CHAP. VI. 

Oafbs and fuh/crtpti9n$ ; ifr^omfatihiltty of and exclufion from 
offices ; pecuniary qualificaUoni ; commrffions 4 'writs ; coMm 
firmation of Urws ; habeas corpus ; the enaiting ftile ; con^ 
iinuance of officers ; provifion for a future re<vifal of the 
confiitutl^n^ (^c» 
Art. I. Any perfon, chofen Governor, or Lieutenant 

Governor, Counfeilor, Senator, or Reprefentative, and ac. 

ccpting the trufl, (hall, before he proceed to execute the do. 

ties of his place or office, take, make and fubTcribe the fol. 

lowing declaration, viz.— 

«* I, ^.* jff. do declare, that I believe the Chri^an religiont 

€nd have a iim perfnafion of ite trpth i^ and ibat I am feixed 
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andpofleflcdy in my own nghu of the property:, required by 
che conftitutioiY^ at ooe qualification for the office or place, 
to which I am ele^ed," 

And the Governor, Lieutenant Govetaqr, ^d CouniclIoriY 
(hall make and fiibfcribe the.faid declaration, in the prefence 
of the two Houfcs of Aflembly ; and the Senatort apd {lq>re- 
fentatives firft elected under xhi< conftitution, before the Pre-i 
iident and five of the Council of the former cohftitution ; 
and, forever aftecwarda, before the Governor and Xletincii 
for the time being* 

And every perfon, chofen to either of the places qr office* 
afom&id, at -alfo iny perfon, appointed or. commiflSoned \o 
any Judicial, EMCutivc, Military, or other office under the 

fovernment, (hall, before he enters on the difcharge of the 
ufincfs of his place or office, take andfubfcribe the fpilow- 
ing declaration, and oaths or affirmations, viz* — 

^* I, J, B, do truly and fincerely aqk now ledge, profefs, 
teftify, and declare, that the common weakh of Ma^achufetts 
is, and of right ought to be, a free, fovereign and independ« 
tBt ftate ; and I do fwear, that I will bear true futh and ailegi. 
ance to the faid commonwealth, and that I ,wiil defend the 
fame againft traitorous conipiracies, and all hoftile attempts 
wliatfoever: — ^and that I do renounce and abjure all allegi^ 
ance, fubje^ion, and obedience, to the King, ^meen or Go* 
^emmtxt of Great firitatn, aitbextje maj 6e, and every other' 
foreign power whatfoever« — ^And that .no foreign Prince, 
perfon, prelate, ftate or potentate, hath, or ought to have, 
any jurifdid^ion, fuperiority, pre-eminence, authority, dif. 
peniing, or other power, in any matter, civil, ecclefiaftical, 
or fpiritual, within this commonwealth j except the authori* 
ty and power, which is ,or mny be vefted, by their ccjnllitu. 
ents, in the Congrefs of the United States : and I do further 
reftify and declare, that no man or body of men, hath or can 
have any right to abfolve or difcharge me from the obligation 
of this oath, declaration or affirmation ; and that I do make 
this acknowledgment, profeffion, teilixBony, declaration, 
denial, renunciation and abjuration, heartily and truly, ac. 
coiding to the common meaning and acceptation of the fore* 

Joing words, without any equivocation, mental evafion, or 
^ctet refervation whatfoever. So help me God." 
^ J, J» £• dofolpnnly fwear and affirm, that I willfaith« 
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fuUy and impartially difcharge and perform all the dutie«> in- 
cumbent on me as according to the beft of my 
abilities and underftandingy agreeably to the rales and regit, 
tions of the conftitution, and the laws of this co.mmonwcalth* 
So help me God." 

Provided always, that when any perfon cbofen or appoint* 
ed as aforefaid, (hall be of the denonvination of the people 
called Qn^akers^ and ihall decline taking the faid oaths, he ihall 
make his affirmation in the foregoing form, and fubfcribe the 
fame, omitting the words, ** I do /'wtary* " and abjure/* 
** oath/* •* and abjuration/' in the firft oath ; and in the fe* 
cond oath, the words, " fwear and /^ and in ci^ch of them 
the words, " So help me God;" fubjoining inftead thereof^ 
•* 9^/V / do under the fatns and penalties of, perjury,** 

And the faid oaths or affirmations (hall be t^ken and fub^ 
fcribed, by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Coun* 
fellors, before the Prefident of the Senate, in the prcfencc of 
the two Houfes of Affembly ; and by the Senators and Repre. 
fentativfs firfl eleded under this .conftitation, before the Pre. 
iident, and five of the Council, of the former conftitution 3 
and, forever afterwards, before the Goverjior and Council 
for the time being : and by the refidueof the officers aforefaid» 
before fuch perfons and in fuch manner, as from time t.o time 
ihall beprefcribed hy the Legiflature. 

IL No Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Judge of thu 
Supreme Judicial Court, (ball hold any other office, or place 
pnder the authority of this commonwealth, except fuch at 
by this conftitntion they are admitted tohold,.favipg that the 
Judges of the faid court may hold the offices of Juftices of thf 
Peace through the ftate ; nor (hall they hold any other pjace or 
office, or receive any penfion or falary, froqci any other ftatei 
or government, or. power, whatever. 

No perfon (hall be capable of holding or exercifing^ 9t the 
fame time, more than one of the following oQces within this 
ftate, viz. Judge of Probate, Sheriff, Regifter of Probate, Of 
Regifter of Deeds : and never , more than any. two offices* 
which are to be held by ajppoiotment of the Governor,, or thf 
Governor and Council, or the Senate, or the Houfe of Re* 
prefentatives, or by the ele^ion oi the people of. the ftat^ a( 
large, or of the people of any Qounty, (military officer, and 
the office of Jtffticc of the P^dce excepted) (ha^i be hel4 ^Jf 
one perfon. 
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No perfon, holding the office of Judge of the Sapreme jn* 
dicial Court, Secretary, Attorney General, Solicitor General^ 
Treafurer or Receiver General, Judge of Probate, Commifia* 
ry General ; Prefident, Profcffor, or Inftroftor of Harvard 
College ; Sheriff, Clerk of the Houfe of Reprcfentativcs, 
Regifter of Probate, Regifter of Deeds, Clerk of the Su. 
preme Judicial Court, Clerk of. the Inferior Court of Coai« 
tnon Pleat, or officer of the Cuftoms, (inclvding in this de. 
fcription naval officers} (hall at the fai^e time have a feat in 
the Senate «r Houfe of Reprefentatives 5 but their being 
chofen or appointed to, and accepting the fame, ihall operate 
At 4 refigaation of their feat in the Senate or Houfe of Repre^ 
lentatives ; and the place fo vacated (hall be filled up. 

And the fame rule ihall take place, in cafe any Judj^^ cf 
the faid Supreme Judicial Court, or Judge of Probate, (hall 
atcept a feat in Council ; or any Counfellor (hail accept of 
either of thofe bfficei or places* 

And no perfon (hall ever be admitted to hold a feat in the 
Legiflature^ or ifiy office of truft or importance under the 
government of thia commonwealth, who iha*!!,. in the due 
eoarfe of law, have been.convi^ed of bribery, or corruption 
til obtaining an eledlion or appointment. 
• III. In all cdiety where fums of money are mentioned in 
this conftitution, the value thereof ^all be computed in (ilver^ 
it fix fhfUing$ and tight pence per ounce ; and it (hall be in the 
^wer of the Legiflature, from time to time, to increafe fuch 
^alificationt, a« to property, of the perfona to be elected in* 
to offices, as the circumftances of ch^ commonwealth, (hall 
require* 

IV. Al} commiffions fiiall be in frhie nane of the common* 
wealth of M^fiaichufetts, figned by the Governor, and atteft^ 
cd by the Secretary or hia Deputy, and have the great feal 
df tfie commonwealth affixed thereto. 

V. All wntSj^ iCTuing out of the Clerk's office, in any of 
the courts of law, (hall he in the same of the commonwealth 
of Maflachufetts ; they &all be under the feal q£ the court 
from whence they iti^e: they (hall bear teil of the firll 
Juftice of the eouri, to which they (hall be returnable, (who 
is not -a party) «odbe Hgned by the Clerk of fuch court. 

VI. All the laws, which have heretofore been adopted,^ 
tfed and approved in the province^ colony or i^ate of Maflk,^ 
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clwfctts-fi^jr, and afaally pradlif«d on in the court» of lav^ 
ihall ftill remain and be in full force, until altered or repealed 
hy the Legtflaturc : fuch parts only excepted, as. are repug. 
nant to the rights and liberties contained in this cpnftitution, 

VII. The privilege and benefit of the writ of habeas cor* 
pus ihali be enjoy«d in this Commonwealth, in the moll fret^ 
eafy, cheap, expeditious and ample manner ; and (hall not 
be fufpended by the Legiflatnre, except upon the moft urgent 
and preifing occaiions, and for a limited time not Exceeding 
twelve siooths. 

VIII« Tlie enaifling ftile, in making and pafiing all a&« 
ftatutes, and laws, fhall be, ^^ Be it ena^ed by the Senate 
and HooTe of Reprefentatives, in General Court affembled» 
and by the authority of the fame." 

IX, To the end there nuy be no failure of juftice, or 
danger arife to the commonwealth, from a change of the 
form of government,— -all officers civil and military, holding 
coipmiifions under the government and people of MalTachu- 
fetts-Bay, in New.England, and all other o£kers of faid go. 
vemment and people, at the time this conftitution fhall take 

' cfie^, ihall have, hold, ufe> exercife and enjoy, all the pow. 
L ers and authority to them granted or committed, until other 
I perfons (hall be af^toted in their ftead : and all courts of 
' law (hall proceed in the execution of the bufinefs of theit m«» 
fpedlive departments ; and all the executive and legiflative offi- 
cers, bodies and powers (hall continue in full force in the en« 
' joyment and exercife of all their trufts, employments and 
authority ; until the General Couitt, and the fupreme and 
I executive officers, under this conftitution, are de(igna<ed 
and invefted with their refpedive truits, powers anid au« 
thority. 

X. In order the more t&£tuaAly to adhere to the prinei* 
I pies of the conftitution » and to corred^ thofe violations which 
i py any means may be made therein, as well as to form fuch 

I alterations as from experience (hall be found ntceffiiry, the 
L General Court, which (hall be in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven . hundred and ninety.five, (hall iifue precepts 
tp the Seleftmcn of the feVeral towns, and to the AfTeflbrs of 
the unincorporated plantations, dire^ing them to convene 
*the qualified voters of their refpeAive towns and^ plantations, 
for the purpofe of coUcdling their fcntiments, on the neceffity 
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or expediency of revifing the conftitution In order to smeiK). 
ments* 

And if it (hall appear, by the returns made, that two.thirds 
of the qualified voters throughout the ftate, who (hall a(reai- 
ble and voce in confequence of the faid precepts, are in favour 
of fnch revifion or amendment, the General Court (hall iffoe 
precepts, ordire^ them to be i(rued from the Secretary's of- 
fice, to the feveral towns, to eleA delegates to meet in con- 
vention, for the purpofe aforefaid. 

The (aid delegates to be chofen in the fame manner and 
proportion, as their Reprefentatives, in the fecond branch of 
the Legiflature, are by this conftitution to be chofen* 

XI. This form of government (hall Le enrolled on parch, 
ment, and depofited in the Secretary's office, and be a part 
of the laws of the land : and printed copies thereof (hall be 
prefixed to the book containing the laws of this common* 
wealth, in all future editions of the faid laws. 

JAMES BOWDOIN, Frtfidtut. 
Jtteft. Samuel Bakrit, Secretarjt^ 



RHODE-ISLAND. 
Khoie-JJland Charter^ granted by King Charles II» in tht 

fourteenth year of bis reign, 
Siuintadecima fan Fatentium Anno Regni Regit Caroli Setun* 

di ^intodecimo^ 

CHARLES the Second, by the grace of God, &c. To 
all, to whom thefe prefents (hall come, greeting. 
Whereas we have been informed, by the petition of our trufty . 
and well beloved fubjedls, John Clarke, on the behalf of 
Benedid Arnold, William Brenton, William Codington, Ni« 
cholas Eailon, William Boulfton, John Porter, John Smith, 
Samuel Gorton, John Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas 
Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Coge(halI, Jofeph Clarkep 
Randall Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, Samuel Wild- 
bore, William Field, James Barker, Richard Tew, Thoraaa 
Harris, and William Dyre, and the reft of the purchafers^ 
and free inhabitants of our idand called Rhode.Ifland, and 
the reft of the colony of Providence Plantations, in the Nar, 
ragaofet Bay, in New-England^ in America — That they. 
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purfuiog with peace and loyal minds tbeir fober, ferioot, and 
rtligioas intentions, of Godly edifying themfelves, and one 
another^ in the holy ChriClian faith and wodhip as they 
were perfuaded, together with the gaining orer and convert 
iion of the poor ignorant Indian natives, in thofe parts of 
America^ to the fincere profefiion and obedience of the famff 
faith and woifhip, did not onlyi by the cdn&nt and good . 
tncouragement of our royal progenitors, tranfport themfelvet 
fat of thb kingdom of England, into America ; bat alfo 
fince their arrival there, after tlieir firft fettlement amongft 
other of qui" fobjeds in thofe parts^ for the avoiding of dif^^ 
cord, and thoi4; many evils which were iikdy to enfue upon 
thofe oar fubjeds^ not being abk to bear, in thofe remofe 
paits^ their difB^rentapprehenlions in religious cdocemnieQts : 
and in porfuance of the aforefaid endsf did once again leave 
theit defirable ftations and habitations, and with exceffivc 
labour and travel, haza/d and charge, did tranfplam them. 
feWes into the tnidft of the Indian natives, who, as we are 
infor^ned, are the moil potent princes and people of all that 
country ; where, by the good providence of God, (from 
whom the ^antadons have taken their name) upon their la« 
bour andindoftry, they have not only been {U'eferved to ad- 
miration, but have increafed and profpered, and are feizeA 
and poflefled, by purcbaA: and confent' of the faid .natives^ 
So their fall content, of fach lands, idands, rivers, harbours^ 
and roads, as are very convenient both for plantations, and alfo 
for building of fitips, fappiy of pipe-ftave», and other merchan. 
dife^ which lia very commodious, in miaay refpec^s, for comt.- 
merce, and to accommodate our fouthcrn plantations, and 
may much advance the trade of this our realm, and greatly 
enlarge the territories thereof ; they having by near neigk- 
bonrhood to, atd friendly fociety with, the great body of 
Narraganfet Indians, given them encouragement, of their 
own accord, to fubje^ themfelves, their people and land 
unto us ; whereby, as is hoped, there may, in time, by the 
bleffingof God upon their endeavours, be laid a fure fousida. 
tion of happinefs to all America : — 

And whereas, in their humble addrefs, they have freely 
dcdared, that it is much on their hearts (if they be permit, 
ted) to hold forth a lively experiment that a moft flourifhii^ 
civil ftate may ftand, and beft be maintained, ,^nd that amonjf 
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Mr EngKih fubjeAsj with « fnli Yibttty in relifioot coii« 
ccrmncnts ; and chat true piety^ rightly grounded upoki 
gofpel principietf will give the bcft and greateft fecurity to 
loverc i|fity^ and will lay in the hearts of men the ftrongeft 
^iigationt to trae loyalty :-^ 

Now^ know yt, that we*^(being willing to eneoora^ 
ijhe hopeful undertaking of our faid loyal and loving fubje^s^ 
and to fecure them in tile free exercife and enjoyment of all 
their civil and religious rights appertaining to them^ at Ottr 
loving fubje^Sy and to fecure them in the free exercife and 
enjoyment of all their civil and religious rights appertaining 
to them^ as our loving fubjeds ; and to prefcrve unto them 
t^at libcny^ in the true Chriflian faith^ and worfiiip <^ 
God, which they have fought (with fo much travefy ami 
-with peaceable minds and loyal fubje^ion to our royal pro. 
^enitors and ourfelves) to enjoy ; and becauft fome of the 
people and inhabitants o£ the fame cdony cannot, in their 
private opinion^ conform to the public exercife of religion, 
according to the liturgy, form and ceremonies of the church 
4of England, or take or fubfcribe the oaths and articles, mad« 
«nd eftablilhed in that behalf-; and f6r that the fame, by 
icafon of the remote diilances of thi^ places; will, as we 
iiope, be no bretdi ot the unity and uniformity eftabliihed 
in this nation* — ) haYe therefore thought fit, and do hereby 
foblifh, grant, ordain, and declare that oiur royal will and 
pleafure is—' 

That no perfoo within the faid colof^, at any time here- 
after, fliall be any wife molefled, puniflied, difquieted, or 
called in queftion, for stny differences in opinion in matten 
pf relinon, who do not a^ually diilurb the civil peace of 
4nir faid colony ; but- that all and every perfon and perfons 
may, from time CO time, and at all times hereafter, freely 
and folly have and enjoy his and their own judgments and 
^onfcieqces, in matters of religious concernments, through- 
out the traA of land hereafter mentioned-^they behaving 
themfelves peaceably and quietly, and not ufing this liberty, 

; fo licentioufnefs and profanenefs, nor to the civil injury or 
Outward diftorbance of others ; — any law, ftatute, or claufe 
therein contained, or to be contained, ofage or cuflom of this 

^ realm, to the contrary hereof, in any wife not withllanding. 
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And tliat they mt^ be iq th^ better cipacil^' to defend 
themfelves^ in their juft riffbts and liberties, againft all the 
cneniies. of the Cfariftian faith, and others, in all refpedla-*-* 
we have furtber thought fit,, and at the humble petttioi^of 
the perfofls aforefaid, are gracioaily pleafed to declare, — 

That they (hall have and enjoy the benefit of our late a A 
of indepQoity, and free pardon, as the reft of our fiibje6U in 
other our dominions, and ^territoriet have; and to create 
and make them a body politic or corporate, with the powera 
or privikires herein after me[itioned* And, accordingly, ona 
will and pkaf^re is, and of our efpecial gcaice, certain know'^ 
(edge and merotmotion, we hate ordained^ cOnftltuted and 
declared i and by thefe prefents> for os, o»r heir» and foe. 
cefTors,. do ordain, eonftitute and declare^ that they the faid 
Wiljiam Brenton, Williaai Codington, Nicholaa fafton^ 
Benedidi Arnold, William Boulfton, John Porter, Samod 
Gorton, John Smith, John Weekes, R<^r Wiltaams, Thi^ 
mas Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Cogdhall, JofephCtark^ 
Randall Hoolden, Joh» Greene^ John Roorae, Willtam 
Byre, SaAMiel W^iidboeej, Richard Tew^ William Fiel^ 
Thomas Havris, James Barker, Raialborfow, 

Williams^ and JoiinNjckfon, and alt fiicb others asasenoVp 
IV hereafter ihalt be admitted free oi the company and focir 
iity of cor colony of Prorideace plantations, in the Narra^ 
ganfet Bay, in New.England, (hall be, from time to time; 
and for ever hereafter, a body corporate and politic,. in fa^ 
and name, by the. name of The Governor and company of the 
EoglUh colony of Rhode- Ifland* aW Praridencc plantationt^ 
In New-England^ in- America ; jind ^ that by the fame name, 
they and their fucceflbra &all and may have perpetual foc- 
c^on, and ihall and may be perfons able and capable in the 
law to fae and be fued, to plead and be impleaded, toanfwec. 
and to be anfwered unto, to defend and to be defended, in all 
and fiogular fuits, €;aufes, quarrels, matters, anions and things, 
of what kind or nature foever ; andalfo to have, take, pof. 
fefs, acquire, and purchafe lands> teoenieats, or hereditai> 
ments, or any goods or chatties, and the fame to leafe, grant, 
demife, alien, bargain,, fell, anddifpofe of, at their own wiU 
and pleafure, as other our liege people of this out f ealm of 
England, or apy corporation or body politk witkin the fam^ 
may lawfully do ; 
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And fbrther, that they iht faid Gcnrernor and Comptnf , 
ftfid their fuccdflofSy flull «nd mayt forever hereafter^ have 
a common k^l, cafcrve and nfe for all matters, caufes, thing* 
and 'aflPairi whatfocver, of them and their fucceiTors : an4 
the fame feal to alter, change, breaks and make new^ from 
time to time, at their will and pleafsre, asrthey ikM think fit* 

Andfarther^ we will and ordain, and bytheieprefents, for 
M, our heirs and fucceflbn, declare and a|^)oint, tbat^ for 
the better ordering and managing of the aBfairs and bufinefa 
t>f the faid company and their fucceflbrs, there (hall be one 
Governor, one Deputy ^Governor, and ten afiiftftnts, to <be 
from time totimeconftitirted, eledledand chofen, out of the 
freemen of the faid eompany, for the time beings in fiiek 
jnanner and- form, aa it hereafter in thefe prefents exprefled $ 
which faid officerc fliall apply themfelves to tukt care, for th« 
btft difpofing and ordering of the general bnfinefs and affiiin 
efy and concerning the lands and hereditamentt herein after 
mentioned to be graattd, and the plantation thef^of^ a«d 
the goverament of the peo]^e there. - ' - . 

And for the better execution of our-royal pltfifttre hereJn^ 
we do, for at, oar heirs and fueceflbrs, ailigfn, name»«<Hiftirute 
and uppoint, the aforefaid Benedi^ Arnold^ to be the firft 
•nd prefent Qovernor of the faid company ; and t^e fa«i 
William Brentoti, to be the Deputy Governor ; and the faid 
William Boalfton, John Porter, Roger Williams, Tboraat 
Olney, John Smithy John Greene, John Cogeihall, James 
Barker, William Field, and Jofeph Clarke; to.be the tea 
|irefent affiftants of the faid company, to continue in the faid 
leveral offices refpe^vely, until the firft Wedncfday^ which 
fliall be in the month of May now next coming. ] 

And further, we will^ and by thefe prefenta, for ut, our < 
heirs, and fuccefTors, -do ordain and grant, that the Governor 
«f the faid company, for the time being, or in his abfencCi { 
hy occafion of ficknefs, or otherwlfe, by his leave or perinif- I 
fion, the Deputy Governor for the time being, (hall and may 
from time to time, upon all occafions, give orders for the af. 
I^mbling of the faid company, and calling them together, to 
c<9nfult and advife of the bufinefs and affairs of tlie faid com- 
pany ; ^tid that forever hereafter, twice in every year, that j 
it to fay\ on eveiy firft -Wednefday in the month of May, and i 
mi every laft Wednefday in O^ber, or oftener> in eafc xt>^' 
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fed! be TtqvAttt, the aiSftants, and fiich of tlic fireismen of 
the fakl conpaity^ not exceeding fix perfons for Newport^ 
fbbr jperfons for each of the refpi^ive cqwb» of Providence^ 
Portfmoothj and Warwidc^ and two perfooa for each other 
placci town, or city, who (hall be from time to time there** 
ainto e!e6^ed or deputed hy the mapr prt of the freemeii o£ 
the ref\}edtre towns or placta, lor which t\^y (hall be f# 
ekdedor deputed^ (hall have a general meeting or aflemblyi» 
then and there to confalty adv^fe and determine^ in and aboQH 
the affairs and bofinefs of the faid con^ny and plantations* 
And further^ wedo, of our efpecial gracer certain know* 
ledge> «id mere aaotion, give and grant onto the faid Go* 
Temor, and Company <^ the £ag}i(k Coloily of Rhode-Ifland)^ 
aad Providence Plantationa, in New.£nglaiid, in Americ% 
atid their faceeflbrs^ That the Governor^- or in hi« abfeiice» 
or by hta permtffionj the Deputy Governor ol the faid,coa#ir 
pany^ ibr the time being, the affiftantSy and fuch d the free«> 
nen of the faid companyt^^aa (hall be fo afbrefaid ele^d or 
depotedy or fo many of them as (hall be prefent at fach meet- 
ing <^ afl&mbly^ a» afovelaid^ (hall be called the General Af« 
tfembly ;. and that they, or thegreiiteft part ff them then pre* 
Tent (wheaeof the Governor, or Deputy Governor, aad fix of 
the affiftanta at lead, to be feven| (hall have^^ and have here* 
by given aiid granted onto them, fail power and anthority, 
Irom^ time to time,, and at all times hereafter, to appoint^ 
'alter,, and change fiich days, times and places of meetinfl;^ 
9md gcnesal afiembly, as they (hall think fit } and to chui^ 
pominate,. aad appoint (uch and fo. iwiny pe^bos as thejf 
fliall think fi>t, and (hall be willing to aecept the fame, to be 
free of the faid company and body politic,: and them into the 
fame to admit ; and to- tk^, and conftitute fuch offices and 
c»fficers, and to grant fuch n^dful commtffions>. as they (hail 
think fiit jind reqaifite,, for ordering, managing, and dif* 
patching of the affairs of ^the faid Governor and company, and 
their fncceflbrs : and from, time to time, to make,, ordain, 
conftitute,, and repeal, fueh laws, ftatotes, orders and ordt* 
aances, forms,, arid ceremonies of government and magiftra* 
cy, as to them^ (ball feem meet,, for the good and welfare ol 
the faid company, and for the government and ordering, oC" 
the lands and hereditamaata heseio after mentioned tor b#' 
graitted^ and of the people that do, or at any tiia« h$st»^ 
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Ihall inhabit^ or be within the fame ; fo as fuch laws^ erdt. 
nances, and conftitutiofw, fo madei he not contrary- and re* 
.pugnant uncO| bot, {as near as may be) agreeable eo Iht 
laws of this our realm of £ngland^ considering the nature 
and conftitutioo of the place and people there; and alfo, tcr 
a»>poinr, order, and dire^i ere<5l and fettie -foch places ansl 
Courts of Jcrifdidiiony for hearing and determining of all ac. 
4ions» cafes, matters and things, happening within the faid 
•colony and plantation, <ind which (hall be in difpate,>and 
depending ther^, as they (hall think fie ; and alfo to di(Hn« 
gutft and fet forth the fererai names and'tttleSy duties, pow. 
er», and itmits, of each court, office, and ofBcdr, fupcTior 
aind infe»or ; and alfo, to contrive and appoint fuch ^ms of 
•aths and atteftations, not repugnant, but (as near as may bef 
••greeable, as aforefaid, to the laws and ftatutes oi this oitf 
realm, as are convenient and requiiite, with re^jpe^ to th€ 
^ue adminiftration of jultice, and due execution anddtfchargf 
4>f ail offices and places of truft, by the perfons that Ihall be 
therein concerned : and alfo to regulate and order the way 
•nd manner of ali elections tooiB<'es and places of trull, and 
to prefcribc) limit and diiVingtii(h the number and bound* of 
all f4 aces, towns and cities, within the limits and boinnda 
))erein after mentioned, and not herein particularly named^ 
that have or fli^rll have the power of eledtlng and Cendiifg of 
freemen to the faid General ABoo^ly ; and alfo to order, di- 
teA, and authorife the impoiing of lawful and reafonabi« 
Anes, mni^s, imprifonment, and executing other punifl&« 
Bients, pecuniary and corporal, upon offenders and doltn* 
^ents> according to the courfe of other corporations^ > witl^ 
In this our kingdom of Eneland ; and again, to altera revoke, 
srnnul or pardon, under tlieir connnon feal^ or otherwife, 
foch ^feMs, rnuldk, imprifonments, fentences, judgments 
and eondemnaiions, as ftiall be thought At ; and to di4«^, 
flvle, order, and difpoie of ali other matters and things, and 
jparticulady that which relates f tlie making of porchafes of 
the native Indians, as to them fiiall feem meet-; whereby our 
Aid people, and inhabitants in the faid plantaelons, may be 
lb religlouiy, peaceably, and civilly governed, as that, by 
their good life, and orderly converfation, they may win and 
Invite fihe native Indians of the country, to the knowledge 
^md obe^Moe of itie only tf ue^bd and ^arioiit of aankind i 
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irniiiigy comnaiiding and requiriogy And hf thefe prefentt^ 
tot QSy our hein, and facceflbn, ordainiiiff and appoirvting^ 
Aat atl foch law5| ftatutea, order* and oratnances, in(^rii^i» 
eh9f' impofitiona and diredlions, as (hall be {o made by th« 
iGovemor, deputy, ailiftants, ami freemen, or foch number 
of them as aforefaid, and puhltlhed in writing under their 
common feal, (halt b^ carefully and duly observed, kepf^ 
performed^ and put in execution, according to the true in* 
cent and meaning of the fame* And thefe our letters patentt^ 
er tb« duplicate or exempliiicatioA thereof, (hall be, to ali 
•nd every foch officers, fbpcrlor or inferior, from time to 
time, for the putting of the fame orders> laws, ftatuteS) €>rdi«, 
nances, irtlfcru^ions, and diredlions, in due execution^ 
«gainil 99f eur heiri and fsccefTors, a fufficient warrant and 
difcha^ge. 

And further^ onr will and pleafuK is, and we do herebjr 
for t»» our heirs and focceflbrs, eftabiilh and ordain. That 
yearly, once in the year for ever hereafter, namely, the afore, 
laid Wednefday in May, and at the town of Newport^ or 
cliewhere if urgent occafion do require, the Goremor, de« 
foiy Governor, and affiftants of the faid compmiy, and other 
officers ef the faid company, or fuch of them as the general 
tfflembly^ fliaH think it, (hall be in the Aid general court or 
nfileHibly, to be held from that day or time, newly cfaofenr 
for the year enfuing, by the greater part of the faid company 
for the time beings as (hall be then and there prefent. And if 
It (hall happen, that the prcfent Governor, deputy Governor^ 
^ •od ndiibims, by thefe prefects ;^ppointcd, or any fuch as ihall 
liereafter be newly ehofen into their rooms, or any of 
them, or any other the officers of the faid company^ (hall die^ 
or be removed from his or their feveral offces or places, be* 
fore the faid general day of eleftion, (whom we do hereby dc- 
elare for »ny mifdemeanor or default, to be removable by th^ 
Governor, affiftants and eempiny, or fuch greater part of 
tbem^ in any of the faid public conrte to be afierabled, as 
aforefiiid} that then, and in every fuch cafe, it (hall and may be 
lawfo! to and for the faid Governor^ Deputy Governor, af, 
MantB, and company aforefaid, or fuch greater part of them 
fo to be affembled, as is aforefaid, in any of their aflembiies^ 
to proceed to a new eleflion of one or more of their .compan3r 
an the room or placcj rooms or places^ of fuch officer or offi^ 
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ten* fo dylttf I er remoredt acconiing ta their dtreAiont. Aficl 

immediately upon and after fuch eledlionor ele^iont xnade of 
fuch Governor, Deputy Governor, affiftant or a(!iftamS| or 
any other officer of the faid company , in nsanner sind form 
aforefaid, the authority, office and povrer, before given to the 
former Governor, Deputy Governor, and other officer and of* 
ficers fo removed, in whofe dead and place new (hall be cho^^ 
fen, (hall, as to hka and them, and every of them nsfpe^ive* 
ly, ceafe and determine :-^Provided always, and our will 
•ndpleafure is, that as well fuch as are by thefe prefcnts appoint* 
cd to be the prefenc Governor, Deputy- Governor, and Al^ 
£flants of the faid Company, aa^ tkofe • which (hall fuecedl 
f hem, and all other officers, to^ be a^ppotnted and chofen at- 
iforefatd, ftiall, before the undertaking the execution of 
the faid offices and places refpedively, give their folemn en^ 
gagement, by oath or ocherwife, for the due and faithful 
performance of their duties, in their {Several offices and place^- 
^ before fuch perfon or perfods, 3% are by thefe preA^nta here«^ 
after appointed to take and receive the fame ; — that is to fay, 
the faid fiencdid^ Arnold, who is herein before nominated antf 
^>pointed the prefent Governor of the faid Company, (hall give 
the aforefaid engagement, before William Brenton, or anj 
|wo of the faid affiftanta. Of the faid company^ unto whom^ 
we do by thefe prefents give full power and aothority: to re. 
quire and receive the faaie : and the f^id William Brenton^ 
who is hereby before nominated and appointed the pre* 
fent Deputy -Governor of the faid company, (hall give 
the aforefaid engagement before the faid Benedi^ Arnoldr 
or any two of the aijiilaiits of the faid compaay,, unto whom^ 
we do, by thefe prefents, give full power and authority to 
lequire and receive the fame ^ and the faid William BouU 
Hon, John Porter,^ Roger Williams,. Thomas Olney, John 
Smith, John Greene, Jfohn Cogefhall, James Barker, Williaa. 
Tield, and Jofeph Clarke, who are herein before nominated 
and appointed the prefeat affiftants of the company « (hall give 
the faid engagement to their offices and places refpefjfcively 
belonging,, before the faid Benedidi Arnold and Willian 
Brenton, or one of them, to whom refpe^ively we do hereby: 
give full power and authority to require, adminifter, or re- 
ceive the fame. And further oor will and pleafure is, that 
all and every otbel fatqre Governor^ or Deputy .GoTemoi^ 
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to be ekded afid chofen by virtae jof thefe prefents^ (hall 

five the faid engagement before two or more of the faid af« 
ftants of the faid company^ for the timebeing> uato whom 
we do> by thcfc prefects^ give foH power and aathority t« 
require, adminifter or receive the fame ; and the faid afliftantSa 
and every of them^ and all and every other officer or officers^ 
to be hereafter elided and chofen by virtoe of theiie pre» 
fentS) from time to time, (hall give the like engagements to 
their offices and places refpedively belongingi before the 
Governor, or Deputy -Governor, for the time being ; unto 
which faid Governor, or Deputy-Governor, we do by thefe 
prefents give full power and authority, to reqatre^ adminif*. 
ier, or receive the fame accordingly. 

And we do like wife, for us, our heirs and focceffori, eivf 
and grant unto the faid Governor and eompany, «nd their 
facceSbrs, by thefe preftnts, that for the more peaceably 
and orderly government of the faid plantations, it fhall and 
may be lawful for the Governor, Depaty-GovefDOr, affift. 
ants, and all other officers and minifters of the faid company^ 
in the adminiflration of ju(lice> andexercife bf govemmenf, 
in the faid plantations, to ufe, exerciie, and put in execution^ 
fuch methods, rules, orders, and diredions, (not being con. 
trary and repugnant to the laws and ftatufeiof this our realm) 
m have been heretofore given* ufed, and accnftomed in fuck 
cafes refpe^ively, to be pui iii pra^flice, until at th^ tstiff 
or fome other general affembly, efpecial provifion (hall bo 
made in the cafes aforefaid. 

And we do further, for ub, our heirs and fucceffort, give 
and grant unto the faid Governor and company, and-theif 
fecceSfors, by thefe prefents, that it ihall and may be lawful 
to and for the faid Governor, or, in his abfence, the Deputy 
Governor, and major part of the faid affiftants for the time 
being, at any time, when the faid General Afienbly is not fit* 
ting, to nominate, appoint and conftitute fuch and fo many 
eommanders, governors, and military officers, as to them (hall 
feem requilite, for the leading, condudling, and training up 
the inhabitants of the faid plantations in martial affairs, and 
-lor the defence and fafeguard of the faid plantations ; and 
that it (hall and may be lawful to and for all and every fucli 
commander, governor, and military officer, that (hall be 
io as aforefaidj or by tbegovermN-* pr in hil abfeaca the D^ 
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fiiorcy belonging therctOi to kill and order for tie beft wi^ 
irantage, w ithout moleftation^ they making no .wilfni wafte 
or fpoii ; any thing in thcfc prefenti contained, or any other 
fatter or thing to the contrary notwithitanding* 

And further alfo, we are gracioafly pleafed, and do hereby 
declare, that if any of the inhabitants of our Ciid eoJony do 
let upon the pbnting of vineyards, (the foil and climate both 
leeming naturally to concur tn the produAion ^f vines) or be 
induftrioos in the difcovery of fifliing banks, in or about the 
faid colony, we will, from time to time» give and allow all 
due and itting encoupagement therein^ as to others in cafes 
of like natuTc. 

And further, of oar more ample grace, certain knowledge^ 
avid mfcre motion, we have given and granted, ^nd by thefe 
prefentft for us, oar heirs and fucceflbrs, do give and gmnt, 
onto the faid Governor and company of the Knglifh colony 
6f Rhodelliland and Providence plantation, in the Narragan* 
fet bay, in New-England, tn' America, and to every inha- 
bitant there, and to every perfon, and perfona trading thi. 
ther, and to every fuch perfon or perfons, as are or (hall be 
free of the faid colony. Ml power and authority, from time 
to time, and ail times hereafter, to take, Ihip, tranfport, 
and carry away, out of any of our realms and dominions, for, 
ind towards the plantation and defence of the faid colony,, 
foch and fo- many of our loving fubjeds, and flrangers, aal 
ihalt or wiU wrllingly accompany them in and to their faid] 
colony and plantation, except fuch perfon, or perfons, as are] 
or {ball be therein Teilrained by us, our heirs and fucceflbrs^ on 
«t)d law orflatuteof this realm ; and alfo to ihip and tninfii 
port aH »nd all matRier of goods, <:hatcles, merchaiidirey and 
vther things whjttibever, that are <or ihall be ufeful Or oecxf. 
fary for the faid plantations, and defence thereof, and oAially 
tfanfported, vnd not prohibited by any law or ftatate of cfattj 
our realm ; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs, and ftic. 
ttfotiy fuch dntieS) cuftoms and fubfidies, at arc or oughl 
to be paid or payable for the fame. 

And farther, our will and pleafure Is, and we do, for oi 
oar heirs and fucceffors, ordain, declare, and grant, ui 
<he faid Governor and Company, and their fucceflbrs, thai 
«ili and every she iubjedls of us, our heirs and fvcceflbri 
^hicb 4ire already plamed and Settled wiiiiin our faid colons 
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<>f Providence plantations, or which fliall hereafter go to in- 
habit within the fa id colony, and all and every of their chil- 
dren which have been born there, or which fl)all happen here- 
after to be born there, or on the fea going thither, or return- 
in j from thence, fliall have and enjoy all liberties and im- 
inanities of free and natural fubje^^s, within any the domi- 
nions of ti8, our heirs and fuccefTors, to all intents, conftruc- 
tions, and purpofes, whatfoever, as if they/ and every of 
thena were born within the realm of England* 

And further, know ye, that we, of our more abundant 
grace, certain knowledge; and mere motion, have given, 
granted, and confirmed, and by thefe prefents, for us, our 
heirs and fucceffors, do give, grant, and confirm unto the 
faid Governor and Company, and their fuccefifors, all that 
part of our dominions, in New-England, in America, con. 
raining the Nahantick and Nanhyganfett alias Narraganfet 
bay, and countries and parts adjacent, bounded on the weft, 
or wefterly, to the middle or channel of a river there, com- 
monly called and known by the name of Pawcatuck, alias 
Pawcawtuck river, and fo along the faid river, as the greater 
or middle dream thereof reacheth or lies up into the north 
country, northward unto the head thereof, and from thence 
by a ftraight line drawn due north, until it meet with the foutli 
line of the MafTachufetts colony ; and on the north or north, 
erly, by the aforefaid fouth or foutherly line of the Maffa^ 
chufetts Colony or Plantation, and extending towards the 
caft or eaftwardly, three Englifh miles, to the eafl and north- 
eaft of the mod eailern and north-eadem parts of the aforefaid 
Narraganfet bay, as the faid bay lieth or extendeth itfelf 
from the ocean on the fouth or fouthwardly, unto the mouth 
of the river which runneth towards the town of Providence, ' 
and from thence along the eaftwardly fide or bank of the 
faid river (higher called by the name of Seacunk river,) up 
to the falls called Patucket Falls, being the moil weilwardly 
line of Plymouth colony ; and fo from the faid falls, in a 
ftraight line due north, until it meet with the aforefaid line 
of the Mafifachufetts colony, and bounded on the fouth by 
the ocean, and in particular the lands belonging to the town 
of Providence, Patoxit, Warwicke, Mifquammacock, alias 
Pawcatuck, and the reft upon the main land, in the traft 
aforefaid, together with Rhode-Illand, Block^Ifland, and 
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all the reil of the iflandt and banks in the Narraganfet baVf 
and bordering upon the coaft of the tradl aforefaid> (Fifher'a 
Ifland only excepted) together with ali firm lands, foils, 
grounds, havens, ports, rivers, waters, fiihings, mines royal^ 
and all other mines, minerals, precious ftones, quarries, woods^ 
wood.grounds, rocks, dates, and all and finguJar other com- 
modities, jurifdi^ions, royalties, privileges, franchifes, pj-e^ 
eminences and hereditaments whatfoever, within the faid 
tradlj bounds, lands, and iflands aforefaid, to them or any of 
them belonging, or in anywife appertaining — to have and 
to hold the fame, unto the faid Governor and Company, and 
their fuccefTors for ever upon truft, for the ufe and benefit of 
themfelves and their aflbciates, freemen of the faid colony ^ 
their heirs and afligns ; — to be holdcn of us, our heirs and 
fucceiTors, as of the mancr of Eaft-Greenwich, in our county 
of Kent, in free and common foccage, and not in capite, nor 
by Knight's fervice ;— yielding and paying therefor to us, 
our heirs, and fuccefibrs, only the fifth part of all the ore of 
gold and filver, which, from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, ihall be there gotten, had or obtained, in lieu and 
fatisfa^ion of all fervices, duties, fines, forfeitures, made or 
to be made, claims or demands whatfoever, to be to us, our 
heirs or fucceiTors, therefore or thereabout rendered, made or 
paid ; any grant or claufe, in a late grant to the Governor 
and Company of Connedicut colony, in America, to the 
contrary thereof in any wiiJe notwithftanding ; the aforefaid 
Pawcatuck river having been yielded after much debate, for 
the fixed and certain bounds between thefe our faid colonies, 
by the agents thereof^ who have alfo agreed, that the faid 
Pawcatuck river (hall alfo be called alias Narrogancett or 
Narroganfett river, and to prevent future difputes that other, 
wife might arifc thereby, forever hereafter fhall be copfirued, 
deemed and taken to be nhe Narrogancett river, in our late 
grant to Connedlicut colony, mentioned as the eafterly bounds 
of that colony. 

And further, our will and pleafure is, that in all matters 
of public con trover fies, which may fall out between our co- 
lony of Providence plantations, to make their aj^al therein 
to us, our heirs and fuccefifors, for redrefs in fuch cafes, 
within this our realm of England ; and that it (hall 
be lawful to and for the inhabitants of the faid colony of 
Providence plantations, without let or moleflation, to pafs 
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tnd repafs with freaiom into and through the reft of the En . 
glt(h colonies, upon their lawful and civil occafionsy and to 
convttfe, and hold commerce, and trade with fuch of the in- 
habitants of our other EngliQi colonies, as (hall be willing 
to admit them thereunto, they behaving themfelves peace, 
ably among then^ ; any a6l, claufe, or fentence, in any of 
the faid colonics provided, or that ihall be provided, to the 
•contrary in any wife notwithftanding. 

And iaftly, we do for us, our heirs, and fuccefTors, ordain 
and grant, unto the faid Governor and Company, arid their 
fucce flbrs, by thefe prefents, that thefe our letters patents 
fliall ^e firm, good, effedlual, and available, in all things in 
the law, to all inte.nts, conftrudlions, and purpofes whatfo. 
ever, according to oar true intent and meaning herein be* 
foM declared and ihall be conflruedj reputed and adjudged, 
in all cafes, moft favourably on the behalf, and for the bed 
benefit and behoof of the faid Governor and Company, and 
their fucceiTors, although exprefs mention^ &c. In witneft, 
IfC. Witncfs, &c. Fer Iffum Regem. 

[The ftate of Rhode. liland and Providence plantations has 
ixH aifiinied a forxn of government different from that con- 
tained in the foregoing chapter* For in that, the king ceded 
to the Governor and Company, all powers, legiilative, exe- 
cative, add judicial, referving to himfelf, as an acknow- 
ledgment of his fevcreignty, a render of the fifth part of the 
gold and fiivcr ore that Qiould be found within the territory. 
The Governor, Chief Magi^rates, and LegiHators are cltofen 
by the freemen as ufual, and all judicial, and executive offi- 
cers ate annually eleded by the Governor and Company, or 
uppetand lower Houfe of Afiembly, All procefics, original 
and judicial^ formerly ifiued in the King's name, but they 
now ifliie in the name of the ([governor and Company. The 
eaths of allegiance and of office are made conformable to 
the principles of th« revointion. The Governor, in his legif- 
Utive capacity, cannot give a negative to any a^ of the two 
K^ufes; but^ ifi common with tjie other magift^rates^ has 
one voice only. 

The date is divided into five counties, in each of which 
there is a Court of Common Pleas and General Seffions of the 
Peaeej held twice every yoar^ for the trial of all caufes not 
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capital, that arife within their limits ; from which an appeal 
lies, to the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of Affiza 
and General Jail Delivery, whofc jorifdidion extends over 
the whole ftate, and who alfo fit twice a year in each count}'* 
The conftitution admits not of religious eftablilhmenta, an^r 
further than depends upon the voluntary choice of individu. 
als. All men profeffing one Supreme Being, are equally pro- 
te^ed by the laws ; and no particular fed can claim pre-emi. 
nence.] 



CONNECTICUT. 
Account op thi Constitutiok op Connbcticut. 

CONNECTICUT is divided into ^x counties, and each 
county is divided into a number of towns. Each town 
has a right to fend two Reprefentatives to the Generiil Court 
of AfTeroWy, The General Court confifts of two branches, 
called the Upper and Lower Houfe. The Upper Houfe is 
compofed of the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and twelve 
AfTiftants or Counfellors ; and the Lower Houfe, of the Re. 
prefentatives of the feveral towns. This court has the folc 
power to make and repeal laws, grant levies, difpofe of lands ; 
belonging to the ftate, to particular towns and perfons : to 
cred and ftile judicatories and officers, as they (hall fee ne- 
ceffary for the good government of the people ; alfo to call tOv 
account any court, magiftrate, or other officer, for any rnif* 
demeanor and mal-adminiftration ; and for juft caufe naay 
iine, dlfplace, or remove them, or deal otherwife, as the na« 
ture of the cafe ihall require ; and deal or ad in any other 
matter, that concerns the good of the ftate, except the elec- 
tion of Governor, Deputy -Governor, Affiftants, Treafurer, 
and Secretary, which (hall be done by the freemen, at the 
yearly court of eledion, unlefs there be any vacancy, by 
reafcn of death or otherwife, after the eledlion, which may 
be filled up by the General Court. This court has power alfo, 
for reafons fatisfadory to them, to grant fufpenfion, releafe, 
and jail delivery upon reprieve, in capital and criminal cafes. 
The General Court has two ftated feffions annually, on the 
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The Governor, or in his abfence the Deputy -Governor, 
mnj call the AiTembly, on fpecial emergencies, to meet at 
any other time. The Governor, Deputy -Governor, AiSftants, 
and Secretary, are annually eleded, on the fecond Thurfda/ 
in May. The Reprefentatives are nenrly chofen for each 
ftated feffion. The Judges and Juflices are annually appointed 
by the General Court i the fame perfons are commonly re- 
appointed, from time to time, during their capacity toferve, 
unlefs guilty of roifbehaviour. The Sheriffs are appointed 
by the Governor and Council, without limitation of time ; 
but may be fuperfeded by the authority that appoints them. 
The Governor, for the time being, is Captain-General of the 
militia ; ^ the Deputy.Govemor, Lieutenant.General ; the 
other general officers, and the field officers, are appointed by 
the General Court, and commiflioned by the Governorw 
The captains and fubal terns are chofen by the vote of the 
company and houlholders living within the limits of the 
company ; the perfons, fo chofen, muft be approved by the 
General Court, and commiflioned by the Governor, before 
they hav-e power to execute their offices. All the military of* 
liccrs hold their offices during the {Sleafure of the Aflem. 
bly ; nor qan they reiign their commiffions, without leave of 
the Captain-General, under penalty of doing duty in the 
ranks, as private foldiers. The mode of eled\ing the Go. 
vcrnorj Deputy-Governor, Affiftants, Treafurer, and Secre- 
tary, is^ that the freemen, in the feveral towns, meet on the 
Monday next after the fir^ Tuefday in April, annually (be- 
ing the day appointed by law for that purpofe, and chooling 
Reprefentatives) and give in their votes for the perfons they 
choofe for faid offices refpeflively, with their names written 
on a piece of paper, which votes are received and fealed up 
by a conftable, in the freemen's meeting — the votes for each 
of faid offices, in a different paper — ^writing on the outfide 
the name of the town, and the office, for which the votes 
are given in ; which are fent by the Reprefentatives, to the 
General Court, to be held on the fecond Thurfday of May 
next enfuing, at which time, after the Houfe of Reprefent. 
atives have chofen a Speaker and Clerk, a committee is chofen 
of members of both Houfes, to fort and count the votes, 
and declare the names of the perfons chofen to faid offices. 
Any frecmaxi, qualified to vote for Reprefentativesi &Cf ma/ 
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be ele^ed to any office in the government* In choofing af. 
fiftaocs^ twenty perfons are nominated by the votes of the 
freemen, given in at their meeting for choofing Reprefenta* 
fives in September annually, and fealed up and fent to the 
General Court, in OAober then next : which arc counted hjr 
a committee of both Houfes, and the twenty perfons, who 
have the greateft ndmber of votes, ftand in nomination, 014^ 
of which number, twelve are to be chofen ailiilant;:, by the 
freemen, the next April, in manner afore defcribed. 

The qualifications, requifite to entitle a perfon to vote in 
elections of the officers of government, are, maturity in 
years, quiet and peaceable behaviour, a civil converfation, 
and forty (hillings freehold, or forty pounds iicrfonal eftate ; 
if the Selci^^men of the town certify a perfon qualified in thofe 
refpedls, he is admitted a freeman, on his taking an oath of 
fidelity to the ftatc. <* 

The names of all, that are thus admitted, are enrolled in 
the town clerk's rffice, and continue freemen during life, un- 
lefs disfranchifed by a fentence of the Superior Court, on 
con.vi^ion of a mifdgDeanor. 

The Governor, or, in his abfence, the Deputy -Governor, 
in the Upper Houfc — and the Speaker, in the Lower Houfe 
of Aflembiy — have a calling voice, when the members of the 
refpe^ire Houfes, including the Governor and Speaker, are 
equally divided in opinion on any quefiion. 

There is, in this ftate, a Superior Court, confifting of one 
Chief Judge and four other Judges, who have authority in all 
criminal cafes, extending to life, limb, and banilhmenr, and 
to hear and determine all civil anions, brought by appeal 
from the county couris, or on writs of error. This court 
alfo hath authority in all matters of divorce. There are two 
ffated f«ffions of the Superior Court, in each county annually. 

There are alfo county courts held in the feveral counties, 
confifting of one Judge and four Jufticcs of the quorum, who 
have jurifdidion in aW criminal cafes, arifing within their 
refpedHve counties, where thepuni(hment does not extend to 
life, limb, or banifhment. The county courts alfo, have Ori» 
ginal jurifdidton, in all civil anions, wherein the demand 
exceeds forty (hillings. 

The Superior and County Courts try matters of fad^, by 
a JU17, according to the courfc of the common law* 
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Juftices of the Peace ha?e authority to hear and determtne 
civil a^ions^ where the demand does not exceed forty (hil. 
lings. They alfo have authority^ in fome cafes of a crimi. 
hal nature, punifliable by fine not exceeding forty (hillings^ 
or whipping not exceeding ten ftripes^ or fitting in the flocks. 

This flate is alfo divided into a number of probate dif. 
tridls^ lefs than counties ; in each of which is appointed a 
Judge, for the probate of wills, granting adminiftration on 
inteftate eftates, appointing guardians for minors, ordering 
diflribution of inteftate rftates, &c. An appeal lies, from 
*any decree of this court, to the Snperior Court. 

The Superior, County, and Probate Courts appoint their 
refpe^ive clerks. 

The General Court has, till very lately, been the only 
Court of Chancery in this ftate. But by a late law, the 
county courts determine matters of equity, from five pounds, 
to two hundred pounds value ; the Superior Court from two 
hundred to eight hundred pounds value ; and the General Af^ 
fembly, all cafes exceeding the laft mentioned fum. 

All attornies at law are admitted and fworn by the County 
Courts : there is no attorney general, but there ufed to be 
one king's attorney in each county ; but fince the king has 
abdicated the government, they are now attornies to the 
Governor-and Company. 
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Conftttutton of the State of fi^eruu-Tork, eftahl'ijbtd hy the Cwf^ 
mention ^ auikorifed and emponuered far that purfofe^ April 
, 20, 1777. 

THIS Convention, in the name and by the authority of 
the good people of this flate, doth ordain, determine, 
and declare, that no authority fhall, on any pretence what, 
ever, be exercifed over the people or members of this date, 
but fuch as fhall be derived from and granted by them. 
• II. This Convention dotli further, in the name and by 
the authority of the good people of this ilate, ordain, deter, 
mine and declare, that the Supreme Legiflative power, wiihin 
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thit ftace, (liall be yefted m two 'ferrate and dtftiAdl bodiei of 
floen — the one to be called, <the Afienbiy e( the State of New* 
York — the other to be called, the Senate of the State of New« 
York — who together (hall form the Legiftatore, and meet 
9nee at leaft in every year^ for the difpatch of buiineA. 

IIL And whereas, laws^ incOnfiftent with the fpirit of 
this con^i cation, or with the public good, majr be haftily 
and unadvifedly pafied : be it ordained, that the Governor, 
for the time being, the Chancellor, and the Judges of the 
Supreme Court — or any two of them^ together wkh the Go- 
vernor — (hall be, and hereby arey conftituted a Council, to 
fevife all bills about to be paifed into laws by the Legifla. 
ture ; and for that purpofe (hall afierable theinffelves from 
tjme to time, when the Legiflature (hall be> convened : for 
which, neverthelefs, they ihall not receive any falary or 
eonfideration, under any pretence whatever. And that all 
bills, which have pafied the Senate and AiTeitibly, ihall, be« 
fore they become laws, be prefented to the faid Coancil, fbt 
their revifal and coniideration : and if, upon fuch revifioil 
and confideration, it fliouM appear improper to the faid Coub* 
cil, or a majority of them, that the faid bill fboald become 
a law of this ftate, that they return the fame, together with 
their ohjedlions thereto in writing, to the Senate or Houfe 
of AiTembly (in whichfoever the fame (hall have originated) 
who (hall enter the objed^ions, fent down by the Council, at 
large in their minutes, and proceed to reconfider the faid 
bill. But if, after fuch rcconfideration, f wo-thirds of the 
faid Senate or Houfe of AfFembly, fhall, notwithftanding the 
faid objedions, agree to pafs the fame, it (hall, togethei 
with the obje^ions, be fent to *the other branch of the Le« 
gtflature, where it ihall alfo be re-conlidered, and if ap. 
proved by two- thirds of the members prcfent, (hall be a law. 

And in order to prevent any unnece(rary delays, be it fur- 
ther ordained, that if any bill (hall not be returned by the 
Council within ten days after it (hall have been prefented, the 
fame (hall be a la w^ unlefs the Legidature (hall, by their ad- 
journment, render a return of the faid bill, within ten daysj. 
impra^icable ; in which cafe, the bill (hall be returned on 
the firft day of the meeting of the Legiflature, after the cx« 
piration of the faid ten days. 
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IV. That the Affcmbly (hall confift of at Icaft fevcntf 
members^ to be annually chofen in the feveral countiesj ^n 
the proportions following, viz<. 

For the city and county of Ncv-York, ninf. 

The city and county of Albany, Uff» 

The county of Duchefs, ft'ven. 

The county of Weftcheftcr, fix. 

The county of Ulfter, fix. 

The county of Suffolk, five. 

The county of Qoeens, four^ 

The county of Orange, four. 

The county of Kings, thvo. 

The county of Richmond, ttju^* 

The county of Tryon, fix. 

The county of Charlotte, fiiur. 

The county of Cumberland, thret. 

The county of Glouccfter, tnuo. 

V. That as foon, after the expiration of fcvcn years, {fubu 
fcquent to the termination of the prefent war) as may be, a 
cenfos of the eleflors and inhabitants in this date be taken, 
under the dire^ion of the Legiilature* And if, on fuch cen- 
fu8, it (hall appear, that the number of Reprefentatives in 
Affembly, from the faid counties, is not juftly proportioned 
to the number of dehors, in the faid counties refped^ivcly, 
that the Legi(latare do ad jufl and af^rtion the fame by that 
rule. And further, that once in every feven years, after 

• the taking of the faid firft cenfus, a juft account pf the elee« 
tors, reiident in each county, (hall be taken ; and if it fliall 
thereupon appear, that the number of ele^rs, in any county^ 
(hall have increafed or dimlni(hed one or more feventieth 
parts of the whole lumber of eledlors, which, on the faid 

• firft cenfus, (hall be found in this f(ate, the number of repre- 
fentatives for fuch county (hall be increafed or dimini(hed 
accordingly^*that is to fay, one Reprefentatiye for every fe« 
ventieth part as aforefaid. 

VL And whereas an opinion hath long prevailed among 
•divers of the good people of this ftate, that voting at elec- 
tions by ballot, would tend more to prcferve the liberty and 
equal freedom of the people, than voting <vt<va *voce : — 
To the end, therefore, that a fair experiment be made^ 
which of thofe two methods of voting is to be preferred :— 
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Be it ordaifted) that at foon a> may be after the tchhina- 
tlon of the prefent war, between the United States of Amc 
rica and Great Britaioi an af^ or adi be pafTed by the Legif. 
lature of this ftate» for caufing all elediona thereafter to be 
held in this ftace, for'Senatbts and Reprefematives in Alfeixi. 
bly, to be by ballot^ and direi^ing the manner^ in which 
the fame (hall be condii^ied. And whereas it is poflible^ that 
after all the care of the Legiflature, in framing the faid a^ 
or adls, certain inconveniencies and mifchiefs, unforefeen at 
this day, may be found to attend the faid mode of eleding 
by ballot : 

It is further ordained, that if, after a full and fiir expe. 
riment (hall be made of voting by ballot aforefaid, the fame 
(hall be found lefs conducive to the fafety or intereft of the 
ftate, than the method of voting vin^a voce, it fhsi\l be law. 
ful and conftitutional for the Legiflature to aboliih the fame ; 
provided, two-thirds of the memberl, prefent in each Houfe 
■refpedively, (hall concur therein ; And further, that, during 
the continuance o( the prefent war, and until the Lcgifli. 
(tare of this ftate (hall provide for the ele^ioii of Senators and 
Rrprefentativei in Aff&aMy, by ballot, the faid eledijons (hall 
be made *vi*v^g vttce^ 

VIL Thai every male inhabitant, of full age> Who fhM 
have perfonaily refided within one of the ooonties oi this 
ftate for fix months immediately preceding the day 6f elc^os, 
fhail atfiich eled^ion, be entitled to tote for Representatives 
of the faid county in AiTembly ; if,., during the (im^ afore- 
faid, he (hall h^ive been a freehoider, poffeiTmg. a freehold of 
the vdae of twenty poands, within the faid county, or have 
rented a teaeoaent therein, of the yearly valve of forty (hii. 
4ingt, and been rated and aflually paid taxca to this ftaie :-->- 
-provided, always, that every perfon, who noW is a frecmiln 
oi the city' of Albany, or who was made a fttemin of the ciljr 
Of New.Y4>rk, on or befdre thc^ fourteenth day 6{ Gf^ober, 
in the year of our Lord one thouAnd feven hundred and I'e. 
ttenty.fivei and fiHiU be ndtusUy and i^ually refident in the 
faid Ckies rdpe^itely^ ihall be entitled to vote for Repre- 
iencativea in Aflembly, within his faid place of refidence. 

VIIL That every ele^or,. before he is admitted to vote,^ 
»§kMi tf repaired by the tetumidg oficer, oi either of the ia. 
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f|»eAors> t9k« m» oath, qr, if of tfce people called Quaker?^ 
am affrm^tion^ of allegiance to the ilat^. 

IX. Th?t the Affeinbly, thu$ conilitutcd, (hall choof<p their 
own Speaker, be judges oiF their qwn member?, and enjoy thij 
fame privileges, acid proceed in doing hufinefs, in like manner^ 
as thjB affemblifs of the colony of New-Yorif of right for^ 
merly did ; and that a majority of the faid naemberg ftall, 
from time to time, cpnftitute a |loufe, to proceed gpon bufi* 

X. And this Convention doth further, in the n^iqic and bjr 
the ^athority of the good peoplp of thi« /late, ordain, detw- 
mine, and declare, that the Senate of the ftate of N^w-York 
ihail confift of twenty. four freeholders ; to be chofen oot 
of the body of the freeholders ; and that they be chofep by 
the freeholders, of this ftate, poflefled of freeholdS| of th^ 
Talne of one hundred pounds, over and above all debtik 
diargcd thereon. 

XI. That the members of the Senate be eledled for four 
years ; and, immediately after the firft elcdion, they be di- 
vided by lot into four claflb, fix Ip each ciafs, and njqmbered 
one, two, three, and foqr ; tha^he feats of t^« members of 
the firft plafs Qiail be vacated at the expiration of the fird year^, 
the fecond clafs the fipcond year, and fo on continually ; tOi 
the end, that the fourth part of the Senate a« nearly as poT* 
£b]e, may be annually chofen. 

XII. That the ele^ipn of Senators Ihall be after this maiK 
ner ; that fo much of this ftate, as is now parcelled into coun. 
ties, be divided into four gr^at diftridls ; the fouthern diftrifl 
to comprehend the city and county of New. York, Suffolk, 
Weft Chefter, Kings, Qs^eens, and Richmond counties ; the 
middle diftri^t to comprehend the counties of Duchefs, Ulfter, 
and Orange ; the weftern diftri^, the ^ity and county of 
Albany, and Try on county ; and the eaftern diftrid, the 
counties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucefter. That 
the Senators (hall be eleded by the freeholders of the faid 
diftri^s, qualified as aforefaid, in the proportions following, 
to vidt, in the fouthern diftri^, nine ; in the middle diftri^l^ 
fix ; in the weftern diftridl, fix ; and in the eaftern diftridl, 
three. And he it ordained, that a cenfus (hall be taken, as 
foon as may be, after the expiration of feven years from the 
termination of the prefent war, under the dire^xon of the Lc- 
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giflature: and if^ on fuch ccnfutj it (hall af^ar, that the 
number of Senators is not juftiy proportioned to the feverat 
dliftrids, that the Legiflatare adjuft the proportion, as near as 
may be, to the number of freeholders, qualified as aforefaid, 
in each diftrift. That when the number of eleftors, within 
any of the faid di(lri6^S| (hall have increafed one twenty- 
fourth part of the whole number of eleftors, which, by the 
faid cenfus, (hall be found to be in this ftate, an additional 
Sehator (hall be.chofen by the elef^ors of fuch di(lrift. That 
a majority of the number of Senators, to be chofen as aforc- 
faid, (hall be neceiTary to conftitute a Senate, fufficient to pro* 
ceed upon bufinefs ; and that the Senate (hall, in like man. 
ner with the Affembly, be the judges of its own members. 
And be it ordained, that it (hall be in the power of the future 
Legiflatures of this (late, for the convenience^md advantage 
of the good people thereof, to divide the fame into fuch fur. 
ther and other counties and diftri^Sj as (hall- to them appear 
■eceflfary. 

' XIII. And this Convention doth further, in the name and 
by the authority of the good people of this date, ordain, de- 
termine, and declare, that no member of this ftate (hall be 
disfranchifed, or deprived of any the rights or privileges 
fecured to the fubjeds of this flate by this conditution, un- 
lefs by the law of the land, or the judgment of his peers. 

XIV. That neither the Affembly nor the Senate (hall have 
the power to adjourn themfelves, for any longer time than 
two days, without the mutual confcnt of both. 

XV. That whenever the A(rembly and Senate difagree, a 
conference (hall be held, in the prefence of both, and be ma. 
naged by committees, to be by them refpedtively chofen by 
ballot. That the doors, both of the Senate and Affembly, (hall 
at all times be kept open to all perfons, except when the wel- 
fare of the (late (hall require their debates to be kept fecret* 
And the journals of all their proceedings (hall be kept, in the 
manner heretofore accuftomed by the General Aflfeoibly of the 
colony of New- York ; and (except fuch parrs, as they (hallo- 
as aforefaid, refpedlively determine not to make public J be 
from day to day {if the bufinefs of the Lcgiflature will permit) 
publifhcd. 

XVI. It is neverthelefs provided, that the number of Se- 
nators (hall never exceed one hundred, nor the number of 
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AflembljT,- three hundred ; bat that whenevrt* the mimber of 
Senators. (hall amount to one hundred^ or of the AfTembly to 
three hundred, then and in fuch cafe, the Legiflature (hali^ 
from time to time thereafter, by laws for that purpofe, appor- 
tion and di^ibute thefaid one hundred Senators, and three 
hundred Reprefentative^, among the great diflrids and coun. 
tics of this Hatfi^ in. proportion to the number of their refpcc- 
tive ele^iors^ ; fo that the reprefentation of the good people of 
this (late, both in the Senate and AiTembly, (hall forever re- 
main proportionate and adequate. 

XVII.. And this Convention doth f\irther, in the name 
and. by the authority of the good people of this date, ordain, 
determine; and declare, that the Supreme Executive Power 
and authority of thirftate, (hall be vefted in a Governor ; and 
that ftatedly, once in every three yeails, and as often as the 
feat of government (hall become vacant, a wife and difcreet 
freeholder of this (late fhall be,- by ballot, elefted Governor, 
by the freeholders of this (late, qualified, as before defcribed, 
to ele^ Senators ; which ele^ions (hall be always he!d at the 
time^and i^aces of choo(ing^.Reprcfentative« in Afftmhly for 
each reipedive county ; and that the perfon, who hath the 
greateft number of votes within the faid (late, (hall be Go- 
vernor thereof. 

XVIII. That the Governor (hall continue in office three 
years,. and(hal]> by virtue of his office, be General and Com- 
inander in Chief of all the militia>: and Admiral of the navy 
of this date ; that he (hall have power to convene the A(rem- 
bly and Senate on extraordinary occafions ; to prorogue them 
from time to tinr>e, provided fuch prorogations (hall not ex^ 
ceed (ixty days in the fpace of any one year ; and, at his dif- 
cretion, to grant reprieves and pardons to perfons convided 
of crimes, other than treafon or murder, in which he may 
fufpend the execution of the fentence, until it (hall be report- 
ed to the Legiflature at their fubfequent meeting ; and they 
(hall either pardon, or dired the execution of the criminal, or 
grant a further reprieve. 

XIX. That it (hall be the duty of the Governor, to inform 
the Legiflature, at every feffion, of the condition of the (late, 
fo far as may refpe^^l his department ; to recommend fuch 
matters to their coniideration, as (hall appear to him to con- 
cern its good government, welfare and profperity j to corrcf- 
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pond with the Continental Congrefs, and other ftales ; to 
tranfa^ all ncceffary baiinefs with the officers ofgovernmenr, 
civil and military ; to take care that the laws are faithfully ex. 
ecutedj to the beft of his ability ; and to expedite all fach 
fflcafures as may be refolved upon by the LegiHature. 

^X. That a Lieutenant Governor Ihall, at evciy elcd^icn 
of a Governor^ (and as often as the Lieutenant Governor 
(hail die, rcfign, or be removed from office), be elefted in 
the fame manner with the Governor, to continue in office 
until the next elcdfon of a Governor ; and foch Lieutenant 
Governor fhall, by virtue of his office, be Prefident of the 
Senate, and, upon an equal divifion, have a calling voice in 
their decifions, but not vote on any other occafion. 

And in cafe ol the impeachment of the Governor, or his 
removal from office, death, rtfignation^ or abfence from the 
Hate, the Lieutenant Governor (hall exercife all the power 
and authority appertaining to the office of Governor, until 
another be chofen, or the Governor, abfent or impeached, 
Ihall return or be acquitted. Provided, that where the Go- 
vernor ftiall, with the confent of the Legiflature, be out of 
the ftate, in time of war, at the head of a military force there- 
of, he (hall dill continue in his command of 2tli the military 
force of the (late both by fea and land. 

XXL That whenever the government (hall be adminifler- 
ed by the Lieutenant Governor^ or he (hall be unable to at- 
tend as Prefident of the Senate, the Senators (hall have pow- 
er to el eft one of their own members to the office of Prefident 
of the Senate, which he (hall exercife pro hac 'vice. And if, 
during fuch vacancy of the office of Governor, the Lieutc-* 
nant Governor (hall be impeached, difplaced, reiign, die, 
or be abfent from the (late, the Prefident of the Senate (hall, 
in like manner as the Lieutenant Governor, adminider the 
government, until others (hall be eleded by the fufFrage of 
the people, at the fucceeding eledion. 

XXII. And this Convention doth further, in the name 
and by the authority of the good people of this (late, ordain, 
determine, and declare, that the Treafurer of this ftate fhall 
be appointed by aft of the Legiflature, to originate with the 
Aflfembly : provided that he (hall not be elefted out of either 
branch of the Legiflature. 

XXIII. That all officers, other than thofe, who, by this 
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tonftiCo^on, arc dirtied to be otherwifc appoint«d, (hall be 
appointed in the manner following ; to wit. The Affembly 
Ihall, once in every year, openly nominate and appoint one 
of the Senators from each great diftridt, which Senators (hall 
form a Council, for the appointment of the fa id officers, of 
which the Governor for the time being, or the Lieutenant 
Governor, or the Prefident of the Senate, (when they ftiall 
rcfpeflively adminiftcr tji^ government) ihall be Pefident, 
and have a calling voice, but no other vote ; and with the ad* 
vice and confent of the faid Couacil, (hall appoint all the 
faid officers ; and that a majority of the faid Council be a quo- 
rum. And further, the faid Senators fhall not be eligible to 
the faid Council, for two years fucceffively. 

XXIV. That all military officers be appointed during plea- 
fure ; that all commiffioned officers, civil and military, be 
commiffioned by the Governor; and that the Chancellor, 
the Judges of the Supreme Court, and firft Judge of the Coun- 
ty Court in every county, hold their offices during good be- 
haviour, or until they fhall have refpe^ively attained the 
zg^ of fixty years. 

XXV. That the Chancellor, and Judges of the Supreme 
Court, (hall not, at the fame time, hold any other office, ex- 
cepting that of Delegate to the General Congrefs, upon fpeci- 
al occafions ; and that the firft Judges of the County Courts, 
in the feveral counties, ihall not, at the fame time, hold any 
other office, excepting that of Senator, or Delegate to the 
General Congrefs. But if the Chancellor, or either of the 
faid Judges, be eleded or appointed to any other office, ex- 
cepting as is before excepted, it ihall be at his option in 
which to ferve. 

XXVL That Sheriffs and Coroners be annually appointed ; 
and that no perfon fhall be capable of holding either of the 
faid offices, more than four years fucceffively ; nor the She- 
riff of holding any other office at the fame time. 

XXVII. And be it further ordained, that the RegiHer, 
and Clerks in Chancery, be appointed by the Chancellor ; 
the Clerks of the Supreme Court, by the Judge^ of the faid 
court ; the Clerk of the Court of Probatd, by the Judge 
of the faid Court ; and the Regifter and Marihal of the Court 
of Admiralty, by the Judge of the Admiralty. The faid 
Marihal, Regifters, and Clerks, to continue in office dijiring 
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the jJeafurc of rhofcj by Whom they arc to be Rppointedy 
as afore fci id. 

And that all attornies, folicitors, and couhrdlors at law, 
hereafter to be appointed, be appointed by the court, and 
licenfed by the firft Judge of the court, in which they Ihall 
refpedively plead or pradife ; and be regulated by the rules 
and orders of the faid courts. 

XXVIII. And be itfuithcr ordained, that where, by this 
Convention, the duration of any office (ball not be afcer- 
tained, fiich ofiice (hall be conftrued to be held duting the 
pleafure of the Council ©f Appointment : Provided that new 
coiiKniffion« fball be i^ued to Judges of the County Courts 
(other than to the £rft Judge) and to Jaftices of the Peace, 
once at the leaft in every three years* 

XXIX. That TownXkrks, Supcrvifors, Aflefllbrs, Con. 
ftabUs, CoUedoFS, and all other officers, heretofore elig^ible 
by the people, (hall al<v¥a:y8 corHiRue to be 'f o eligible, in 
the manner dire^d by the prefeat <n future ads of <ht Le. 
giilature. 

That Loaft-Officers, County Treafurcrs, and CleAs of the 
Supervifors, continue to be appointed in the manner direded 
by the prefent or future ads of the Legislature. 

XXX^ That Delegates to reprefent this ftate iti the Ge- 
neral Congrefs of the Uoi'ted States of America, be annually 
appointed as foliow'S, to wit. The Senate and Affembly ftiall 
each epenly nominate a« many perfons, as ihall be etjual to 
the whole rwimber of Delegates to be appointed ; after which 
nomiaation, they (hall meet together, and thofe perfons, 
named in both lifls, (hall be Delegates ; and out of thofe 
perfons, whofe names are not in both lifts, one half (hall 
be chofen by the joint ballot of the Senators and Members 
of AfTembly, fo met together as aforefaid. 

XXXI. That the ftyle of all laws (hall be as follows, te 
wit, " Be it enaAed by the People of the State of New. 
York reprefented in Senate and AiTembly ;" And that all 

.writ* and other proceedings ihall run in the name of Tke Peg^ 
pie of the State of Nenv-Tork^ and be tefted in the name of 
the Chancellor, or Chief Judge of the Court, from whence 
they fhail iflue. 

XXXII. And this Convention doth further, in the name 
ijind by the authority of the good people of this ftatCj or. 
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Aain^ determine and declare, that a court (hall be inftituted, 
for the trial of impeachments, and the corredlion of errors, 
tinder the regulations which fiiall be eftabliihed by the Le- 
giflatare ; and to confift of the Prefident of the Senate, for 
the time toeing, and the Senators, Chancellor, and Judges of 
the iSupreme Court, or the major part of them : except that 
when an impeachment, (hall be profecuted againft the Chan, 
cellor, or either of the Judges of the Supreme Court, the perfon, 
fo impeached, (hall be fufpended from exercifing his office, 
until his acquittal : and, in like manner, when an appeal, 
from a decree in equity, (hall be heard, the Chancellor (hall 
inform the Court, of the reafons of bis decree, but (hall not 
have a voice in the final fentence. And if the caufe to be 
determined, (hall be brought up by writ of error, on a quef. 
tion of law, on a judgment in the Supreme Court, the Judges 
of that Court (hall adign the reafons of fuch their judgment, 
but (hall not have a voice for its affirmance or reverfal. 

XXXIII* That the power of impeaching all officers of 
the ftate, for mal and corrupt condud in their refpedlive of. 
ficcs, be vefted in the rcprefcntatives of the people in Af- 
fembly ; but that it (hall always be nece(rary, that two-third 
parts of the members prefent (hall confent to and agree in 
fuch impeachment. That previous to the trial of every im- 
peachment, the members of the faid Court (hall refpe^lively 
be fworn, truly and impartially to try and determine the 
charge in queftion,*according to evidence ; and that no judg. 
ment of the faid Court (hall be valid> unlefs it be adented to, 
by two-third pans of the members then prefent ; nor (hall 
it extend farther, than to removal from office, and difqualifi- 
cation to hold and enjoy any place of honour, truft, or pro- 
fit, under this date. But the party fo convifted, (hall be> 
neverthelefs, liable and fubjed to indiftment, trial, judg- 
ment and puni(hment, according to the laws of the land. 

XXXIV. And it is further ordained, that in every trial 
on impeachment, or indidlment for crimes or mifdemeanors, 
the party impeached, or indited, (hall be allowed counfel^ 
as in civil anions. 

XXXV. And this Convention doth further, in the name 
and by the authority of the good people of this date, or- 
dain, determine and declare, that fuch parts of the common 
law of England^ and of the (latute law of England and 

l2 
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Great. Britaini and of the afts of the Legiflatarc of the co- 
lony of New- York, as together did form the law of the 
faid colony on the 19th day of April, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand fevcn hundred and fcventy-five, (hall be 
and continue the law of this (late, fubjed to fuch alterations 
and provifions, as the Lcgiflaturc jo( this ftate fhall, from 
time to time, make concerning the fame. That fuch of the 
faid a^s, as are temporary, (hall expire at the times limited 
for their duration refpeftively. That all fuch parts of the faid 
common law, and all fuch of the faid ftatutes^ and adls afore- 
faid, or parts thereof, as may be conftrucd to eftablilh or 
maintain any particular denomination of Chriftians or 
their minifters, or concern the allegiance heretofore yielded 
to, and the fupremacy, fovereignty, government or preroga- 
tives, claimed or exercifed by the king of Great- Britain'and 
his predeccffors, over the colony of New- York, and its inha. 
bitants, or are repugnant to this conftitution — be, and thef 
hereby are, abrogated and rejeded. And this Convention 
doth further ordain, that the refolves or rcfolutions of the 
Congrefles of the colony of New- York, and of the Con- 
vention of the (late of New-York, now in force, and not 
repugnant to the government, eftabli(hcd by this conftirution, 
fhall be confidcred as making part of the laws of this ftate ; 
fubjeft, neverthelefs, to fuch alterations and provifions, as 
the Le^iilaiure of this date may, from time to time, make 
concerning the fame. 

XXXVI. And be it further ordained, that all grants of 
hinds within this Itate, made by the king of Great- Britain, 
or perfons ading under his authority, after the fourteenth day 
of Oftober, one thoufand fcven huodred and feventy-five, fhall 
be nuil and void : but that nothing, in this conftiturion con- 
tained, fhall be conftrued to affedt any grants of land, within 
this ftate, made by the authority of the faid king or hispre- 
dcecflTors, or to annul any charters to bodies politic, by him, 
or them, orafty of them, made prior to that day. And that 
none of the faid charters fhall be adjudged to be void, by 
reafon of any non-ufer or mifufer of any of their refpedivc 
rights 01 privileges, between the nrnetecnth day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand fcven hundred and fe- 
venty-five, and the publication of this conftitution. And 
I'urther^ tba* all fack of the officers^ dtferibedin the faid* 
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charters refpcftivcly, as, by the terms of the faid charters, 
were to be appointed by the Governor of the colony of New- 
York, with or without the advice and confcnt of the Coun. 
cil of the faid king, in the faid colony, (hall henceforth be 
appointed by the Council, eftablilhed by this conftitution, for 
the appointment of officers in this ftate, until otherwife di- 
reded by the Legiflature. 

XXXVII. And whereas it is of great importance to the 
fafety of this ftaie, that peace and amity with the Indians, 
within the fjpme, be at all times fupported and maintained ; 
— and whereas the frauds, too often pra^ifed towards the 
laid Indians, in contra^s made for their lands, have, in di- 
vers inftances, been produdltve of dangerous difcontents and 
animoiities : — Be it ordained, that no purchafes or contrads 
for the fale of lands, made fince the fourteenth day of 
Oftober, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-iive, or which may hereafter be made 
with or of the faid Indians, within the limits of this (late, 
(hail be binding on the faid Indians, or deemed valid, unlefs 
made under the authority, and with the confent of the Le- 
giilatore of this date. 

XXXVIII. And whereas we are required, by the bene, 
▼olent principles of rational liberty, not only to expel civil 
tyranny^ but alfo to guard againd that fpiritual oppreffion 
and intolerance, wherewith the bigotry and ambition of 
Weak and wicked priefts and princes have fcoorged mankind ; 

.this Convention doth further, in the name and by the au- 
thority of the good people of thi« (late, ordain, determine, 
and declare, that the free exercife and enjoyment of reli- 
giQMS profellion and woHhip, without difcrimination or pre- 
ference, (hall forever hereafter b^ allowed , within this ftate, 
to all mankind. Provided that the liberty of confcience, 
hereby granted, ihall not be fo conftrued, as to excufe ads 
of licentioufnefs, or juftify pra^lices, inconfiftenC with the 
peace or fafety of this ftate. 

XXXIX. And whereas the miniders of the gofpel are, 
by their profeflion, dedicated to the fervice of God and the 
care of fouls, and ought not to be diverted from the great du- 
ties of their fundion ; therefore no minifter of the gofpcl, or 
prieft of any denomination whatfoever, (hall, at any time 
hereafter, under any pretence or dcfcription wh&tevcr, be 
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eligible to, or capable of holding, any civil or military of- 
fice or place, within this ftate. 

XL* And whereas it is of the utmod importance to the 
fafety of every (late, that it (hould always be in a condition 
of defence ; and it is the duty of every man, who enjoys 
the protedion of fociety, to be prepared and willing to dc. 
fend it ; this Convention, therefore, in the name and by the 
authority of the good people of this (late, doth ordain, de^ 
termine and declare, that the militia of this ftate, at all times 
hereafter, as well in peace as in war, ihall be armed, and 
difciplined, and in readinefs for fervice. That all fuch of 
the inhabitants of this date (being of the people called Qua- 
kers) as, frpm fcruplcs of confcience, may be averfe to the 
bearing of arms, be therefrom excufed by the Legiilature ; 
and do pay to the (late, fuch Turns of money, in lieu of their 
perfonal fervice, as the fame may, in the judgment of the. 
Lcgiflature, be worth : And that a proper magazine of war- 
like ftores, proportionate to the number of inhabitants, be, 
forever hereafter, at the expenfe of this date, and by ad» 
of the Legiflature, eftablifhed, maintained, and continued, 
in every county in this ftate. 

XLI. And this Convention doth further ordain, deter- 
mine and declare, in the name and by the authority of the 
good people of this ftate, that trial by jury, in all cafes, in 
which it hath heretofore been ufed in the colony of New- 
York, (hall be eftablifhed, and remain inviolate forever. 
And that no afts of attainder (hall be pafTed by the Legifla- 
ture of this ftate, for crimes, other than thofe committed 
before the termination of the prefent war ; and that fuch a^s 
Ihall not work ^ corruption of blood. And further, that the 
Legiflature of thisAate (hall, at no time hereafter, inftitutc 
any new court or courts, but fuch as ihall proceed according 
to the courfe of the common law. 

XLIL And this Convention doth further, in the name 
and by the authority of the good people of this ftate, ordain, 
determine and declare, that it (hall be in the difcretion of the 
Legiilature, to naturalize all fuch perfons, and in fuch man- 
ner, as they (hall think proper ; provided all fuch of the per- 
fons, fo to be by them naturalized, as being born in parts be- 
yond fea, and out of the United States of America, fliall 
come to fettle in^ and become fubjeds of this ftate, (hall 
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take an t>ath of allegiance to this ftate^ and abjare and re* 
flounce all allegiance and fobje^^ion to all and every foreign 
king, prince^ potentate^ andilatCj in all matters^ ecciefi^ftical, 
as well as civil* 
B/ order, 

LEONARD GANSEVOORT, IV//. Pro. Tim. 
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WHEREAS all tbe conftitirtional authority, ever pof- 
fefled by the kings of Great- Britain, over thefe co- 
lonies or their odier dominions, was, by compaft, derived from 
the people, and beld of them, for the common intereft of the 
whole (bctety ; — allegiance and protcftion arc, in the nature 
of things, reciprocal ties, each equally depending upon the 
other, and liable to be difTolved by the other'is being refofed 
or withdrawn : — And whereas George the Third, king of 
Great. Britain, has refofed proteftion to the good people of 
thefe colonies : and by afTenting to fundry a 6b of the Briliih 
parliament, attempted to fubjeft them to the abfolute domi. 
uion of that body ; and has alfo made war upon them, in the 
moft cruel and unnatural manner, for no other caufe, than af» 
ferting their juft rights; — all civil authority under him is 
neceifarily at an end, and a difTolntion of government in each 
colony has confcquently taken place. 

And whereas, in the prefent deplorable iitnation of thefe 
colonies, expofed to the fury of a cruel and relentlefs enemy, 
fomc form of government is-'abfolutely neceffary, not only 
for theprefervationof good order, but alfo the more effectu- 
ally to unite the people, and enable them to exert their whole 
force in their own neceffary defence ; and as the honorable 
the Continental Congrefs, the Supreme Council of the Ame. 
rican colonies, h^s advifed fuchot the colonies, as have not 
yet gone into the meafure, to adopt for therofelves refpeft- 
ively, fuch government, as fhall beft conduce to their own 
happinefs and fafety, and the well-being of America in ge- 
acral:— Wc^ the Rcprefentativcs of the colony of Ncw-Jer* 
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fe/y having been eledled by all the counties in the freeft oEian* 
ner, and in Congrefs aiTembled, have^ after mature delibera- 
tions> agreed upon a fet of charter-riehts and the form of a 
conftitution^ in manner following, viz. 

I. That the government of this province (hall be veiled 
in a Governor, Legiflative Council, and General AfTembly. 

II. That the Legiflative Council, and General Afferably, 
ihall be chofen, for the firft time, on the fecond Tuefday in 
Auguft next ; the members whereof (hall be the fame in 
number and j]uali£ications, as are herein after mentioned ; 
and (hall be and remain veiled with all the powers and au- 
thority to be held by any future Legiflative Council and 
Aflembly of this colony, until the fecond Tuefday in Oftober, 
which (hall be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feveii 
hundred and feventy-feven. 

III. That on the fecond Tuefday in Odlober yearly, 
and every year forever (with the privilege of adjourning 
from day to day, as occaflon may require) the counties fhall 
A^verally choofe one perfon, to be a member of the Legifla- 
tive Council of this colony, who fliall be, and have ibeen, 
for one whole year next before the ele^ion, an inhabitant 
and freeholder in the county in which he is chofen, and 
worth at leaft one thoufand pounds, proclamation money, of 
real and perfonal eftate, within the fame county : that^ at 
the fame time, each county fliall alfo choofe three members 
of Aflembly ; provided that no perfon fliall be entitled to a 
feat in the faid Aflembly,, unlefs he be, and have been, for 
one whole year next before the eleftion, an inhabitant of the 
county he is to reprefent, and worth five hundred pounds 
proclamation money, in real and perfonal eftate, in the fame 
county ; that on the fecond Tuefday next after the day of 
tlet^ion, the Council and Aflfembly fliall feparately meet ; 
and that the confent of both Houfes fliall be neceflary to 
every law ; provided, that fcven fliall be a quorum of the 
Council, foi; doing buflnefs, and that no law fliall pafs, un- 
lefs there be a majority of all the Reprefentatives pf each 
body pcrfonally prefent, and agreeing thereto. Provided 
always, that if a majority of the Reprefentatives of this 
province, in Council and General Aflembly convened, fliall, 
at any time or times hereafter, judge it equitable and proper, 
to add to or diminifli the number or proportion of the mem. 
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bcM of AScmhly for any county or counties in this colony, 
tbtn^ and in fuch cafe, the fame may, on the principles of 
more equal reprefentation, be lawfully done ; any thing in 
this charter, to the contrary notwithftanding : fo that the 
whole number of Reprefentatives in AfTembly, fhall not, at 
any time, be lefs than thirty.nine. 

IV. That all inhabitants of this colony, of full age, who 
are worth Bfty pounds, proclamation money, clear eftate in 
the fame, and have refided within the county, in which they 
claim a vote, for twelve months immediately preceding the 
eledion, (hall be entitled to vote for Reprefentatives in 
Council and AfTembly ; and alfo for all other public officers, 
that (hall be eleded by the people of the county at large. 

V. That the Affembly, when met, fliall have power to 
choofe a Speaker, and. other their officers ; to be judges of 
the qualifications and eledlions of their own members ; fit 
upon their own adjournments ; prepare bills, to be paifed 
into laws ; and^ to empower their Speaker to convene them, 
whenever any extraordinary occurrence fhall render it necef. 
fary. 

VI. That the Council fhall alfo have power to prepare 
bills, to pafs into laws, and have other like powers as the 
A(feral)Iyi and in all refpedls be a free and independent 
branch of the Legiflature of this colt>ny : fave only that 
they fhall not prepare or alter any money bill — which fhall 
be the privilege of the AfTembly : that the Council fhall, 
from time to time, be convened by the Governor or Vice- 
Prefident, but muft be convened, at all times, when the Af- 
fembly fits ; for which purpofe the Speaker of the Houfe of 
AfTembly fhall always, immediately after in adjournment, 
give notice to the Governor, or Vice-Preident, of the time 
and place, to which the Houfe is adjourned. 

VI I. That the Council and AfTembly jointly, at their firfl 
meeting after each annual eleftion, fhall, by a majority of 
votes, eledl fome fit perfon within the tolony, to be Govern- 
or for one year, who fhall be conflant Prefidcnt of the 
Council, and have a cafling vote in their proceedings ; and 
that the Council themfelves fhall choofe a Vice-Prefident, 
who fhall aft as fuch in the abfence of the Governor. 

VIII. That the Governor, or, in his abfence, the Vice. 
Prefidcnt of the CounciI> fhall have the fuprcmc executive 
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poweri be Chancellor of the colony, and adlai captain.gc* 
neral and commander in chief of all the militia, and other 
military force in this colony ; and that any three or more o£ 
the Council fiiall, at all timesy be a Prtvy-Councii, to con. 
fult them ; and that the Governor, be ordinary or furrogate. 
general. 

IX. That the Governor and Council, (feven whereof (hall 
he a quorum) be the Couxt of Appeals,, in the laft^refort, in 
all claufes of law, as heretofore; and that they poflcia thepow- 
er of granting pardons to criminals,, after condemnation, in 
a^l cafes of treaiony felony, or other offences. 

X. That Captains, and all other inferior officers of the milu 
tia, (hall be chofen by the companies, in the rcfpeflive coun- 
ties; but field and general officers, by the Coimcil and Af- 
femhly. 

XI. That the Council and Aflembly ihall have power to 
make the great feal of this colony, which (hall be kept by the 
Governor, or in his. abfence, by the Vice-Pntfident oif the. 
Council, to be u fed by them, as occaiion may require: and 
it ihall be called TJlfe Great Seal of the colony of Nenv^Jerfej». 

XII., That the Judges of the Supreme Court (hall conti- 
n.ue in office for feven years : the Judges of the Inferior Court 
of Common Pleas in the feveral counties, Juilices. of the 
Peace, Clerks of the Supreme Court, Clerks of the Inferior Court, 
of Common Pleas and Quarter Seffions, the Attorney Gene- 
ral, and Provincial Secretary, ihall continue in office for five 
years : and the Provincial Treafurer (hall con tinoeia office for. 
one year ;, and that they (hall be feverally appointed by the 
Council and AiTembly, in manner aforefaid, and.commif- 
iioned by the Governor, or, in his abfence, the Vice-Prcfi- 
dent of the Council. Provided always,. that the faid officers, 
feverally, ihall be capable of being reappointed, . at the end 
of the terras feverally before limited ; and that any of the 
faid officers ihall be liable to be difmilTed, when adjudged 
guilty of mtibehaviour, by the Council, on an impeachment 
of the AiTembly. 

XIII. That the inhabitants of each county, qualified to 
vote as aforefaid, fhall, at the time and place of electing 
their Reprefentatives, annually eiedt one Sheriff, and one or 
more Coroners ; and that they may re-dedt the fame perfon 
to fuch offices, until he fhall have ferved three years, but 
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fto longer; af«r ft^hich, three years mud clapfc, before the 
feme perfon is capable of being elefted ag^ain. When the 
eledion is certified td the Governor, or Vice- President, und^r 
the hands of iix freeholders 6f the^ounty, for which they 
were eledled, they fliall be immediately commiiHoned to fcr^^c 
in th^ir rfefpeai^e offices. 

XIV. That the rownflilfJs, at thiftii' ahnual toiJrn meietingf 
for eleftitig other bfficers, ftiall choofc Conftables for thedif- 
trifts refpedivcly; and alfo three or more judicious freeholders 
df good chara^er, to hear and finally deterniine all appeals, re- 
lative tonnjiift affeffmehts,' in cafes of public taxation : which 
Commiffioners of Appeal (hall, for that porpofe, fit at fomc 
foitiabre titoe or tinies, to be by them appointed, and made 
khbvtrn to the peopley by advertifements. 

XV» That the laws of the coldny ftiall begin in the- fol- 
lowing fty le, viz. " Be it enaftcd by tlic Council and Gene- 
fk\- AffeVnbly of this colony, and it is hereby chadded -by au- 
thority of the fame:" that all comroiffions^ granted by the 
Governor or Vice^Prefidcnt, (hall run thiis — '* The colony 
of New-Jerfey to'A. B. &c. gVceting:" and that all writ# 
fhail likeWtfe run in the name of the colony : and that ail 
iridi€lm«!ts ihiall conclude in the fbHowing manner, viz. 
** Againft tbc peace of this ^lotiy,'the go'vernmcnt and dig^ 
nity of the fame." 

XVI. That all criminals (hall be admitted to the fame pri- 
vileges of witneiTes and counfel, as their profeoutbrs are of 
(hall be entitled to. 

XVH. That the cftatcs of foch perfons, as (hall deflroy 
their own lives/^foall not, for that offence, be forfeited ; but 
fhall defccndlti the fame manner, as they would have done, 
had fuch peffons died in the natural way ; nor (ball any arti- 
cle, which Iftiay occafion accidentally, the death of any one, 
be henceforth detrmed a deodand, or in any wife forfeited, on 
account of fuch misfortune, 

XVIII. That no perfon ftiall ever, within this colony, 
be deprived of the ineftimable privilege of worfhipping AL 
mighty God, in a manner agreeable to the dilates of his own 
confcicnce ; nor, tinder any pretence whatever, be compelled 
to attend any place of wor(hip, contrary to his own faith 
and judgment ; nor fhall any perfon, within this colony, 
ever be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, or any other rates, for 

K 
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the purpofe of building or repairing any other chnrch or 
churches^ place or places of worihip, or for the maintenance 
of any minifter or miniftry, contrary to what he believes to 
be r]ght> 01 has deliberately or voluntarily engaged himfelf 
to perform. 

XIX. That there (hall be no eftablilhment of any jynt re. 
Hgious fe^ in this province^ in preference to another ; and 
that no Proteftant inhabitant of this colony (hall be denied 
the enjoyment of any civil rights merely on account of his 
religious principles ; but that all perfons^ profeffing a belief 
in the faith of any Proteftant Mi, who (hall demean them- 
felves peaceably under the government^ as hereby eftabli(hed> 
ikall be capable of being elcAed into any office of profit or 
trufty or being a member of either branch of the Legifla. 
ture, and (liall fully and freely enjoy cyiiTy privilege and 
immunity, enjoyed by others their fellow. fubjeds. 

XX. 1 hat the legiflative department of this government 
may 5 as much as poiliblej be prefer ved from all fufpicion of 
corruption, none of the Judges of the Supreme or other 
Courts, Sheri(Fsy or any other perfon or perfons po(re(red of 
any poft of profit under the government, other than Juftices 
of the Peace, (hall be entitled to a feat in the AiTembiy ; 
but that, on his being eleded, and taking his feat, his ofiice 
or poft (hall be confidered as vacant. 

XXI. That all the laws of this province, contained in the 
edition lately publifhed by Mr. Aliifon, (hall 6e and remain 
in full force, until altered by the Legi(lature of this colony 
(fuch only excepted, as are incompatible with this charter} 
iind (hall be, according as heretofore, regarded in all refpedls, 
by all civil officers, and others, the good people q{ this pro- 
vince. 

XXII. That the common law of England, as well as fo 
much of the ftatute law, as have been heretofore pradtifed 
in this colony, (hall ftill remain in force, until they (hall be 
altered by a future law of the Legiftature ; fuch parts only 
excepted, as are repugnant to the rights and privileges con. 
tained in this charter ; and that the ineftimable right of trial 
by jury (hall remain confirmed, as a part of the law of this 
colony, without repeal, for ever. 

XXIII. That every perfon, who (hall be eleded, as afore- 
faid, to be a member of the Legiflative Council, or Houfe 
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of Affctnhly, (hall, previous to his taking his feat in Coan- 
cii or Afiembly, take the following oath or affirmation^ viz*^ 

<< I, A. B. do folemnly declare, that, as a member of the 
LegiAative Council, (or Aifembly, as the cafe may be,) of 
the colony of New.Jerfey, I will not aifent to any law, vote 
or proceeding, which (hall appear to me injurious to the 
public welfaire of faid colony, nor that fhali annul or repeal 
that part of the third fedlion in the charter of this colony, 
which eftabliihc^ that the elections of members of tlie Le. 
giflative Council and Aflembly (hall be annual ; nor that part 
of the twtnty.fecond fef^ion in faid charter, refpe^ing the 
trial by jury, nor that (hall annul, repeal, or alter any part 
or parts of the eighteenth or nineteenth fe^ions of the fame.'" 

And any perfon or perfons, who ihall be eledled as afore- 
(aid, is hereby empowered to adminifter/ to the faid mem- 
bcrs, the faid oath or affirmation. 

Provided always, and it is the> true intent and meaning of 
this Congrefs, that if a reconciliation, between Great-Bri« 
tain and thefe colonies, (hould take place, and the latter be 
taken again under the prote^ion and government of the 
crown of Britain, this charter (hall be null and void — other, 
wife to remain firm and inviolable* 

In Provincial Congress, New-Jerfey, 
Burlington, July 2, 2776. 

By order of Congrefs, 

SAMUEL TUCKER, Trefidcnt. 
ExtraA from the Minutes, 

William Patjerson, Secretary, 
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t'he ConftituttoM of the Commontveaith of PevnJ^lvaniay as r^m 
tified in Cowvent'tofiy the id day of September ^ '790« 
We, the people of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH THIS CoSST ITUTION 

FOR ITS Government. 

ARTICLE I. 

THE legiflative power of this commonwealth (hall b« 
vefl^ed in a General AfTembly, which (hall confilt of a 
^ate and Houfe of Reprefentaives. 
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II. The Reprefentatives (hall be chofen annually, hy th» 
citizens of the city of Philadelphia^ and of each county re. 
fpedtively, on the fecond Tuefday of Odtober. 

III. No perTon (hall be a Reprefentativey who. (hall not 
have attained the age of twenty «one years, and have been a 
citizen and inhabitant of the ftate three years next preceding 
his eie^ion, and the laft year thereof an inhabitant of the city 
or county^ in which he (hall be chofen *y. unlefs he (ball have 
been abfent on the public bu(inefs of the United States, or 
of this date. No perfon, refidtng within any city^ town, 
or borough, which (hall bc' entitled to a feparate reprefenta. 
lion, (halt be clewed a meqaber for any county ; nor fhall any 
perfon, refiding without the limits of any fuch city> towi^ 
or borough, be eleded a member therefor. 

IV. Within three years after the iirft ipeeting of the Ge- 
neral A(rembly, and within, every fubfequent terra of fevcn 
years, an enumeration of the taxable inhabitants (hail be 
made, in fuch manner »h (hall be dire^d by Iaw« The num- 
ber of Reprafentatives (}iall, at the fpveral perioda of mak. 
ing fuch enumeration, be (ixcd by the Legiflature, and ap. 
portioned among the city of Philadelphia, and the feveral 
counties, acQording to the number of taxable inhabitants in. 
each ; and (haU never Ve lefs. than fixty, nor greater than 
one hundred. Each coui^iy (hall h^ve, at ]ea(i, one Repre- 
fentative : but no couniy, hereafter ere<^d, (hall be entitled 
to a feparate rq^refentation, until a fufficient number of taxa. 
ble inhabitants (hall be contained within it, to entitle them'ta 
one Reprefentatjve, agreeable to the ratio, which (hail then 
be e(labli(hed, 

V. The Senators (hall be chofen ^r four years, by the citi. 
•zensof Philadelphia, and of the feveral counties, at the fame 

time, in the fame manner, and at the fame places, where 
they (hall vote for Reprefentatives. 

VI. The number of Senators (hall, at the; feveral perioda 
of making the enumeration^before memioned, be ftxed by 
the Legiflature, and apportioned among the diftridts fprmed 
•as herein after direded, according to the number of taxable 
inhabitants in each ; and (hall never be Ms than one.fourth| 
nor greater than one-third^ of the number of Reprefenta- 
tives, 
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VII. The Senators ihall be chofen in diftri^s, to be formed 
hy the Legiflature ; each diftri^ containing fuch a number 
of taxable Inhabitants, as (hall be entitled to eleA not more 
than foar Senators. When a diftrift (hall be compofed of 
two or more coantieSi they (hall be adjoining. Neither the 
city of Philadelphia, nor any county, (hall be divided in 
fornaing a diftri^. 

VIII. No pcrfon (hall be a Senator, who (hall not have at^. 
tained the age of twenty-five years, and have been a citizen 
and inhabitant of theftate four years next before his eledlion, 
and the laft year thereof an inhabitiant of the diftridl, for 
which he (hall he chofen ; unlefs he (hall have been abfent on 
the public bufinefs of the United States, or of this (late. 

IX. Immediately after the Senators (hall be adembled, in 
confequence of the firft ele^ion, fubfequent to the firft enu-> 
meration, they (hall be divided, by lot, as equally as may 
be, into four cla(fes. The feats of the Senators of the firft 
clafsfhall be vacated, at the expiration of the firft year ; of 
the fecond clafs, at the expiration of the fecond yeat; of 
the third clafs, at the expiration of the third year ; an4 of 
the fourth clafs, at the expiration of the fourth year ; fo that 
one-fourth may be chefen every year* 

X. The General Affembly (hall meet on the firft Tnefday 
of December in every year, unlefs fooner convened by the 
Governor. 

XI. Each Houfe (hall choofe its Speaker and other officers : 
and the Senate ihall alfo choofe a Speaker, fro tempore^ whcti 
the Speaker (hall exercife the office of Governor. 

XII. Each Houfe (hall judge of the qualifications of its 
members. Contefted ele^ions (hall be determined by a com- 
mittee to be feledled, formed, and regulated in fuch manner 
as ftiall be diredcd by law. A majority of each Houfe fhall 
conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs : but a fmaller number 
may adjourn from day to day, and may be anthorifed, by 
law, to compel the attendance of abfent members, in fuch 
manner, and under fuch penalties, as may be provided. 

XIII. Each Houfe may determine the rules of its pro- 
ceedings ; puni(h its members for diforderly behaviour ; andj 
with the concurrence of two.thirds, expel a member ; but 
oot a fecond time for the fame caufe \ and (hall have all other 

Ka 
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powers necefiar^r for a branch of the Legiilatare of a free 
ftate. 

XIV. Each Houfe (hall keep a joornal of its proceedings, 
and publifh them weekly >. except fuch parts as may require 
fecrecy. And the yeas and nays of the members^ on sny 
queftion^ (halli at the dedre of any two of them> be entered 
on the journals* 

XV. The doors of each Houfe, and of committees of the 
whole, (hall be open, unlefs when the bufmefs ihall be fuch 
as ought to be kept fecret. 

XVI. Neither Moufe (hall, without the confcnt of the 
other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other 
place than that in which the two Houfes (hall be fitting. 

XVII. The Senators and Reprefentatives (hall receive a 
compenfation for their fcrvices, to be afcertained by law, 
and paid out of the treafury of the commonwealth. They 
}hall, in all cafes, except treafon, felony, and breach or 
furety of the peace, be privileged from arreft, during their 
attendance at the feflion of the refpe^tive Houfes, and in go- 
ing to and returning from, the fame. And for any fpeech o^ 
debate in either Houfe» they (hall not be quedioned in any 
other place. 

XVIII. No Senator or Reprefentative (hall, during the 
time for which he (hall have been clewed, be appointed to 
any civil office, under this commoDwealth, which (hall have 
been created, or the emoluments of which (hall have been 
increafed, during fuch time : and no member of Congrefs, 
or other perfon holding any office (except of attorney at law, 
and in the militia) under the United States or this common- 
wealth, (hall be a member of either Houfe, during his con- 
tinuance in Congrefsj or in office* 

XIX. When vacancies happen in either Houfe, the Speaker 
Ihall ifTtte writs of eledion to fill fuch vacancies, 

XX. All bills, for raifing revenue, (hall originate in the 
Hoafe of Reprefentatives : but the Senate may propofe 
amendments, as in other bills. 

XXI. No money (hall be drawn from the treafury, but 
in confequence of appropriations made by law. 

XXII. Every bill, which (hall have pafTed both Houfes, 
ihall be prefented to the Governor* If he approve, he (hall 
fi^n it ; but if he (ha]l not approve, he (hall return it, wjtk 
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h\9 obje^lionsy to the Hoafe, in ti^hich it (hall have ori^. 
natedy who (hall enter the" obje^ions at Urge upon their 
journals^ and proceed to re-conikler it. If, alte-r Aich re. 
cofifkleration) two.thirds of that Houfe (hall agree to paft 
the btl]> it ihatl be fent^ with the objedionsy to the other 
Houfe^ by which likewife it (hall be re-confidered ; and if 
approved by two^ thirds of that Houfe^ it (hall be a law. 
But in fach cafes^ the votes of both Houfes (hall be deter, 
mined by yeas and nays : and the names of the perfons vot. 
ing for or againft the bill^ (hall be entered on the joarnals 
of each Houfc rcfpeftively. If any bill fhall not be returned 
by the GoYcmor within t«n days (Sundays excepted) after it 
fiiall have been prefented to him ; it (hall be a law, in Hk« 
manner as if he had figned it ; unlefs the General AiTembly, 
by their adjournment, prevent its return ; in which cafe, it 
ihaN be a law, unlefs (eat back within three days after their 
next meeting. 

XXIII. Every order, re(blution, or vote, to which the 
concurrence of both Houfes may be necc(rary (except on a 
tjueflion of adjournment) (hall be prefented to the Governor ; 
and, before it (hall take efFedt, be approved by him ; or, 
being difapproved, (hall be re-paflcd by two-thirds of both 
Houfes, according to the rules and limitations prefcribed in 
cafe of a bill. 



ARTICLE II.- 

I. THE fupreme executive power of this commonwealth 
fhall be vefted in a Governor. 

II. The Governor fhall be chofen on the iecQnd Tucfday 
of Oftober, by the citizens of the commonwealth, at the 
places where they (hall refpe^ively vote for Keprefentatives, 
The returns of every eleftion for Governor (hall be fealed up, 
and tranfmitted to the feat of governnoent, dire^ed to the 
Speaker of the Senate, who (hall open and publi(h them, in 
the prefence of the members of both Houfes of the Legida- 
ture. The perfon having the highcl^ number of votes, (hall 
be Governor. But if two or more (hall be equal and highell 
in votes, one of them (hall be chofen Governor, by the joint 
vote of the members of both Houfes. Contefted eledioos 
Ihall be determined by a committee, to be fele^ed frqm both 
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Hoofes of the Legiflature , and formed and regulated in fack 
manner as (hall be direded by law. 

III. The Governor fhall hold his office during three years 
Irom the third Tuefday of December next enfuing his elec 
tion ; and (hall not be capable of holding it longer than nine 
in any term of twelve years, 

IV. He (hall be at lead thirty years of age, and have been 
a citizen and inhabitant of this (late feven years next before 
his eledion ; unlefs he (hall have been abfent on the public 
baiinefs of the United States, or of this ftate. 

V. No member of Congrefs, or perfon holding any of- 
fice under the United Statesj or this ftate, fhall excrcife the 
office of Governor. 

VI . The Governor (ball, at (lated times, receive, for hit 
fervicest a compenfation which (hall be neither increafed nor 
diminifhed during the period for which he (hall have been 
clewed. 

VII. He (hall be commander in chief of the army anS 
navy of this commonwealth, and of the militia ; except 
when they (hall be called into a^ual fervicc of the United 
States. 

VIII. He (hall appoint all officers, whofe offices are e(la« 
bli(hed by this coniiitution, or (hall be eftab]i(hed by law, 
and whofe appointments are not herein otherwife provided 
for ; but no perfon (hall be appointed to an office within any 
county, who (hall not have been a citizen and inhabitant 
therein one year next before his appointment, if the county 
ihall have been fo long ere^ed ; but, if it (hall not have 
been fo long ere^ed, then within the limits of the county 
or counties, out of which it (hall have been taken. No 
member of Congrefs from this ftate, nor any perfon holding 
or cxercifing any office of truft or profit under the United 
States, (hall, at the fame time, hold or exercife the office of 
Judge, Secretary, Treafurer, Prothonotary, Regi(ler of Wills, 
Recorder of Deeds, Sheriff, or any office in this ftate, to 
which a falary is by law annexed, or any other office which 
future Legiflatures (hall declare incompatible with offices or 
appointments under the United States. 

IX. He (hall have power to remit fines and forfeituresi and 
grant reprieves and pardons, except in cafes of impeachment. 
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1£. He mgy require informatiofi^ in writing, from the offi. 
^ers in the execi|tive department, upon any fubjedt relating 
to the daties of their refpe^ive offices* 

XI, He (Hj^IIj from time 10 time, give to the General Af- 
fembly information of the ft ate of the commonweal th> and 
recommend to tlieir coniideration fuch meafures as he fhall 
judge expedient. 

XII. He may, on extraordinary occafion«, convene the Ge- 
neral Affembly ; and, in cafe of difagreement between the 
two Houfes, with refpedl to the. time of adjournment, ad- 
journ them to fuch time as he ihall think proper, not ex- 
^/^ing four months, 

XIIL He fhall take care that the laws be faithfully exe^ 
coted, 

XIV. In cafe of the death .or refignation of the Governor^ 
Qr of his removal from office, the Speaker of the Senate (hall 
exercife the office of Governor, until another Governor fhali 
be duly.qmaliiied. And if the trial of a contefted ele^ion (hall 
continue longer than until the third Tueftiay in December 
Bext enfukig the ele^ion.of a Governor, the Governor of tb^ 
laft year, or the Speaker, of the Senate, who may be in the 
exercife of the executive authority, dial! contioue therein, 
until the determination of fuch contefted. ele^ion> and until 
a Governor fhall be qualified as aforefaid. 

XV. A Secretary fhal) be appointed and; coaimiifiQne4 
during the Governors continuance in office, if he fhall fo 
long behave himfelf well. He (hall keep a fair regifter of 
all the official ads and ' proceedings of the Governor, and 
fhall, when required, lay the fame, and all papers, minutes,' 
and vouchers, relative thereto, before either branch of the 
Legiflature ; and fhall perform fuch other duties as (hall be 
enjoined him by law* 



f4» 



ARTICLE III. 
I. IN eledlons by the citizens, every freeman, of the 
age of twenty. one years, having refided in the ftate two 
years next before the dedion, and within that time paid a 
(late or county tax, which fhall have been affeffed at leafl fix 
months before the eledion, fhall enjoy the rights of an ele^^or 
—-provided, that the foos of peribns qualified as aforefaid. 
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between the iges of twenty-one and twenty-two years, (half 
be entitled to vote, although they (hall not have paid taxes* 

II. All eledlions €iall be by ballot, except thofe by per. 
Tons in their reprefentative capacities, who (hall voce 'vi^a 
voce, 

III. Ele^ors (hall, in all cafe^, except treafon, felony, 
and breach or furety of the peace, be privileged from arrcd 
during their attendance at eledlions, and in going to and 
returning from them. 

ARTICLE IV. 

I. THE Houfc of Reprefentatives (hall have the fole power 
of impeaching. 

II. All impeachments (hall be tried by the Senate. 
When fitting fur that purpofe, the Senators (hall be upon 
oath or affirmation. No perfbn (hall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members prcfent. 

III. The Governor, and all other civil officers, under 
this commonwealth, (hall be liable to impeachment for any 
mirdemeanor in office. But judgment, in fueh cafes, (haU 
not extend further than to removal from office, and difquali- 
ftcation to hold any office of honour, truft, or profit, under 
this commonwealth. The party, whether convicted or ac~ 
quitted, (hall neverthelefs be liable to indidment, trial,, 
judgment and puni(bment according to law. 

ARTICLE V. 

I. THE judicial power of this commonwealth (hall be 
vefted in a Supreme Court, in Courts of Oyer and Terminer 
and General Jail Delivery, in a Court of Co^imon Pleas, 
Orphans*. Court, Rcgifter's Court, and a Court of Quartet 
Se(fion§^of the Peace for each county, in Juftices of the Peace, 
and in fuch other Courts as the Legiflature may, from time 
to time, eftablifh. 

II. The Judges of the Supreme Court, and of the fcvc- 
ral Courts^ of Common Pleas, (hall hold their, offices during 
good behaviour, fiut for any reafonable caufe, which (hall 
not be fufficient ground of impeachment, the Governor may 
remove any of them, on the addr^fs of two-thirds of each 
branch of the Legiilature. The Judges of the Supreme 
Court, and the Pre(idents of the feveral Courts of Common 
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71eas> (hall, at ftated times, receive, for their fervices, an 
adequate compenfation, to be fixed by hwj which (hall not 
be diminifhed during their continuance in office : but they 
ihall receive no fees or perquifites of office, nor hold an/ 
other office of profit under this commonwealth, 

III. The jurifdidlion of the Supreme Court (hall extend 
over the ftate : and the Judges thereof (hall, by virtue of 
their offices, be Juflices of Oyer and Terminer and General 
Jail Delivery in the fevcral counties. 

IV. Until it fhall be otherwife diref^ed by law, the fe- 
veral Courts of Common Ple^s ihall be eftablifhed in the fol- 
lowing manner : The Governor ihall appoint in each county, 
not fewer than three, nor more ^than four Judges who, dur- 
ing their continuance in office, (hall refide in fuch county. 
The (late ihall^ be divided, by law, into circuits, none of 
which ihall include more than fix, nor fewer than three 
counties. ..A Prefident Ihall be appointed of the Courts ia 

, each Circuit, who, during his continuance in office, ihall re- 
fide therein. The Prefident and Judges, any two of whom 

I Ihall be a qjqorum, ihall compofe the refpedUve Courts of 

\ Common Pleas. 

I V. The Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in each 
coDOty, ihall, by virtue pf their offices, be Juilices of Oyer 

I and Terminer and General Jail Delivery, for the trigj of ca- 
pital and other offenders therein : any two of the faid Judges, 
the Prefident being one, ihall be a quorum ; but they £all 
Bot hold a Court of Oyer and Terminer or Jail Delivery in 
any county, when the Judges of the Supreme Court, or any 
of them, ihall be fitting in the fame county. The party ac- 
cufed, as well as, the commonwealth, may, under fuch regu- 
lations, as ihall be prfcfcribed by law, remove the indi^ment 
and proceedings, or a tranfcript thereof, into the Supreme 
Court. 

VI. The Supreme Court and the feveral Courts of Com- 
mon Pleas, ihall, befide the powers heretofore ufually exer- 
cifed by them, have the powers of a Court of Chancery, fo 
far as relates to the perpetuating teftimony, the obtaining of 

I evidence from places not within the ilate, and the care of 
the perfons and eflates of thofe, who are »o» cnmpotti mentis :. 
and the Legiflatur^ ihall veil, in the faid Courts, fuch other 
powers, to grant relief in equity, as ihall be found neccf^ 



Its 



CONSTITUTION OF 



fary ; and nlay, from time to time, eiilarge oi 
powers, or veft them in fuch other Courts 
judge proper^ for the due admimftrdtion of ji 

Vn. The Judges of the Court df CommoAf 
county, any two of ^hom (hall be a quoramJi^ 
the Court of Quarter Seflions of the Peace, 
Court thereof: and the Rcgiftcr of Wills, 
the faid Judges, or any two of them, (hall 
gifter's Court of each county. 

VIII. 'I'he Judges of the Courts of Comi 
within their refped^iTC (bounties, have the lil 
the Judges of the Supreme Courr^ to iifue wi 
to the Jufticcs of the Pcface, and' to caufe tl 
to be brought before them^ and the like rigl 
be done* 

IX. The Prcfiderit 6f the Coiirti in tkch. 
fuch Cirtriit, 'ini the Judges of the Court of < 
within their refpeftive counties, (hall be Jufti( 
fo far as relates to criminal matters. 

X. The Governor fhall appoint a compei 
Juftices of the Peace, in fuch convenient dii 
county, ' as are <)r fliall be direfted by law ;' 
commiffioned during< good behaviolir ; b6t maj 
on convid^it>n of mifhehaviour in office, or of i 
crime, or on the addrefs of both Houfes of tl 

XL A Regifter's office for the Probate of Wil 
ing letters of adminiftration, and an office for 
of. deeds, (hall be kept in each county. 

XII. The ftyle of all procefs fhall be. The 

of Pcnnfylvania ; all profecntionsfhall be'carrh 

Oame and by the authority of the commonweal 

fylvania-, and conclude, agalnft tht pence 'and 

/ame. 



ARTICLE VI. 
L SHERIFFS and Coroners fhall, at the time 
of election ^f Reprefcntatives, be chofen by the 
each county. Two perfons fhall be chofen for eacL 
6f whom, for each refpeftively, fhall be appoint 
Governcr. They fhall hold their offices for three 
they fhall fo long behave thcmfelves wdl, and ur. 
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fiiry ; and vtmyy from time to time, eitlarge ordimini^ thofe 
powers, or veft them in fuch bthcr Courts as they (hall 
judge proper^ for the due adminiftrdtion of judi^e. 

VII. The Judges of the Court bf Common Pleas of cack 
county, any two of ^hom (hall be a quorum, fhall compofe 
the Court 6f Quarter Seflioni of the Peace, ind Orj^ahs' 
Court thereof: and the Rfeglfter bf Wills, to^thdr with 
the faid Judges, or any two of them, (hall compofe the Re- 
gifter's Court of each county. 

VIII. 'I'he Judges of the Courts of Common 'Pleas (hall, 
within their refpcftire (bounties, have the like powers with' 
the Judges of the iSuprcme Court, to {(Toe writs of certiorkri 
lothc JuHic^s of the P^ace, and=to caufe their ptocecdings 
to be brought before them, and the like right and juftiire-to 
be done. 

IX. ThePrefiderit <Jf the Coiirti in eich Cirrtiit, within 
fuch'Gtrfcilir, -slnd the Judges of the Court of Common Picas, 
within their refpedive counties, (hall be Juftices of the Peace 
fo far as relates to criminal matters. 

X. The Governor (hall appoint a competent number of 
Julliccs of the Peace, in fuch convenient diftfifts, in ea<ih 
Ci6iiinty,'as are or (hall be direfted by law ; they (hail be 
commiffioned during* good bchavio\jr ; b6t may be reifabrcd 
on cdnvidibn of mi(behavi6ur in^ office, or of any infamous 
crime, or on the addrefs of both Houfes of th'e Legiflature. 

XL A Regifter's office for the Probate of Wilis and grant- 
ing letters of adminiftration, and an office for the recording 
of. deeds, (hall be kept in each county. 

X'lJ. The ftyle of all>procefs (hall be. The Com Aion wealth 

of Pemifylvania ; ail profecutions (hall be carried on in the 

name and by the authority of the commonwealth of Pcrni- 

fyivania) and conclude, agalnft thf fence 'and dignity of the 

fame. 



ARTICLE VI. 
I. SHERIFFS and Coroners (hall, at the times and places 
of cleftidn of Reprefentatives, be chofen by the citizens of 
each county. Two perfons (hall be chofen for each office, one 
6f wh<>in, for each refpedlively> (hall be appointed by the 
GoverRcr. They ihail hold their offices for three years, if 
they (hall fo long behave themfelrcs well, and until a fuc- j 
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ccflbr be duly Qualified : but no perfon ihall be twice chofcn 
or appoirited Sheriff in any term of fix years. Vacancies, 
in either of the faid offices^ (hall be filled by a new appoint* 
mentj to be made by the Governor, to continue until the next 
general election, and until a iucceiTor fliall be chofen and 
qualified as aforefaid. 

II. The freemen of this commonwealth Ihall be armed 
and difciplined for its defence* Thofe, who confcientioufly 
fcruple to bear arms, fhall not be compelled to do fo ; bvc 
fhall pay an equivalent for perfonal fervice. The militia of- 
licers fiiall be appointed, in fuch manner, and for fuch time> 
as fhall be directed by law. 

III. Prothonotaxies, Clerks of' the Peace and Orphans* 
Courts, Recorders of Deeds, Regifters of Wills, and Sheriffs, 
(hall keep their oflices in the county town of the county, in 
which they refpedtively (hall be officers ; unlefs when the 
Governar (hall, for fpecial reafons, difpenfe therewith, for 
any term, not exceeding five years, after the county (hall 
have been eredled. 

IV. All commifiions (hall be in the name aiid by the au. 
thority of the commonwealth of Ponnfylvania, andbefealed 
with the ftate feal, and figned by the Governor. 

V. The State Treafurer (hall be appointed, annually, by 
the joint vote of the^ members of both Houfes. AU other 
officeirs, in the Treafury Department, attomies at law, elec <: 
tion officers, officers relating to taxes, to the poor and high* 
ways, Conftablesj and other townlhip officers, (hall be ap- 
pointed in fuch manner as is or (hall be direfled by law* 

ARTICLE VII. 

I. THE Legidature fhall, as foon as conveniently may 
be, provide, by law, for the edablifhment of fchools 
throughout the (late, in fuch manner that the poor may be 
taught gratis. 

II. The arts and fciences (hall be promoted in on»or more 
feminaries of learning. 

III. The rights, privileges, immunities, and eflates of 
religious focieties and corporate bodies, (hall remain, as if 
the confUtution of this ftate had not been altered or amended* 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

MEMBERS of the General Affembly, and all officers^ 

executive and judicial^ (hall be bound by oath or affirma* 

tion^ to fupport the conftitutton of this common wealthi and 

to perform the duties of their refpedlive offices with fidelity. 

ARTICLE IX. 
That the general, great, and ejfent'tal principles of Itherty and 
free government may be recogn'txed and unalterably efiablijhed^ 
IVE DECLARE, 

I. THAT all men arc born equally free and independent^ 
;ind have certain inherent and indefeafible rights, amdng^ 
%vhich are thofifr of enjoying and defending life and liberty , 
of acquiring, pofTeffing, and proted^ing property and reputa* 
tion, and of purfuing their own happinefs. 

II. That all power is inherent in the people; and all free 
governments are founded on their authority^ and inftitated 
{or their peace, fafety, and happinefs. For the advance^ 
ment of thofe ends, they have, at all times, an unalienable 
asid indefeafible right, to alter, reform, or aboli(h their go. 
vernment, in fuch manner as they may think proper. 

III. That all men have a natural and indefeafible right to 
worfhip Almighty God according to the dilates of their own 
confciences ; that no man can, of right, be compelled to at. 
tend, ereft, or fupport any place of worlhip, or to maintain 
any miniflry, againil his confent ; that no human authority 
«an, in any cafe whatever, control or interfere with the 
rights of confcience ; and that no preference fhall ever be 
given, by law, to any religious eilabliihments or modes of 
worfhip. 

IV. That tx> perfon, who acknowledges the being of a 
God, and a future flate of rewards and punifhments, ihall, 
on account of his religious fentiments, be difqualified to hold 
any office or place of truft or profit under this commonwealth. 

V. That eleftions ihall be free and equal. 

VI. That trial by jury fhall be as heretofore, and the 
right thereof remain inviolate. 

VII. That the printing preffes fhall be free to every per- 
fon who undertakes to examine the proceedings of theXegif. 
lature or any branch of government : and no law fhall ever 
be made to rcftrain the right thereof. The free communica- 
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tion of thoughts and opinions is one of the invaloablc rights 
of man : and every citizen may freely fpcak, write, and 
print on any fubjed, being refponfible for the abufe of that 
liberty. In profecutions for the publication of papers, In- 
veftigating the official condu<^ of officers, or men in a public 
capacity, or where the matter publiftied is proper for public 
information^ the truth thereof may be given in evidence. 
And, in all indidlroents for libels, the jury (hall have a right 
to determine the law and the fads, under the diredion of the 
court, as in other cafes. 

VIII. That the people (hall be fecare in their peifons^ 
houfes, papers, and pQ(reffions, from unreafonable fearche« 
and feizures : and that no warrant, to fearch any place or to 
fcize any pcrfon or things, (liall ilTue without defcribing them 
as nearly as may be, nor without probable caufe, fupported 
by oath or affirmation* 

IX. That, in all criminal profecutions, the accufcd hath 
a right to be heard by himfelf and hi« counfel ;^' to demand the 
nature and caufe of the accufation againfl him; to meet the 
witoeffes face to face ; to have compulfory procefs for ob- 
taining witnciTes in his favour; and, in profecutions by in- 
didment or information, a fpeedy public trial, by an impar- 
Hal jury of the vicinage : that he cannot be compelled to 
give evidence againft faimfelf ; nor can he be deprived of hi* 
life, liberty, or property, unlefs by the judgment of his peer?, 
or the 4a w of the land^ 

X. That no perfon fhall, for any indidable offence, !>© 
proceeded againft criminally by information, except in cafes 
aridng in the land or naval forces, or in the militia when in 
aflual fcrvice, in time of war or public danger, or, by leave 
of the court, for oppreffion and mifdemeanar in office. No 
perfon (hall, for the fame offence, be twice put in jeopardy of 
life or limb ; nar (hall any man's property be taken or applied 
to public ufe, without the content of his Reprefentatives, 
and without juft compenfation being made. 

XI. That all courts (hall be open ; and every man for ao 
injury done him in his lands, goods, perfon, or reputation, 
(hall have remedy by the due courfe of law, and right and 
iuftice adminiflered without fale, denial, or delay. Suits may 
be brought againft thf commonwealth in fuch manner, ia 
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fuch courtSj ftnd in fuch cafes^ as the Legillatare may, by 
law^ diredl, 

XII. That no power of fufpending laws, Ihall be cxcrcifeij 
linlcfs by the Lcgiflatare, or its authority. 

XIII. That exceflive bail fhall not be required, nor ex- 
ceflive fines impofed, nor cruel punifhments inflidled. 

XIV. That all prifoners (hall be bailable by fufficient fure- 
lies, unlefs for capital offences, when the proof is evident, 
or prefumption great ; and the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus fhall not be fufpended, unlefs when, in cafes of re. 
bellion or invafion, the public fafety may require it. 

XV. That no commiffion of oyer and terminer or jail 
delivery (hall be iifued. 

XVI. That the pcrfon of a debtor, where there is not 
flrong prefumption of fraud, (hall not be continued in pri. 
fon, after delivering up his eftate for the benefit of his ere-- 
ditors, in fuch manner as fhall be prefcribed by law. 

XVII. That no ex paft fa&o law, nor any law impairing 
^ontrads, fhall be made. 

XVIII. That no perfon (hall be attainted of treafon or 
ftlony by the Legiflature. 

4 XiX. That no attainder (hall work corruption of bloody 
joor except during the life of the offender, forfeiture of eftate, 
to the commonwealth : that the eftates of fuch perfons, as. 
fhall deftroy their own lives, fhall defcend or veft as in cafe i 
of natural death ; and if any perfon fhall be killed by cafu. 
sly, there (hall be no forfeiture by reafon thereof. 

XX. That the citizens have a right, in a peaceable man. 

net, to affemble together for their common good, and to ap^ j 

piy to thofe iBVcfted with the powers of government, for rc^ j 

drefs of grievances, or other proper purpofes, by petition^ ' 

addrefs, or reraonftrancc^ ^ ^ ^ 

XXL That the right of the citizens to bear arms, in de- i 

fence of thcmfelves atid the ftate, fhall not be queftioned. j 

XXII. That no ftanding army fhall, in time of peace, be ; 
kept up, without the confent of the Legiflature ; and the '\ 
military (hall, in all cafes, and at all times, be in ftrid fub* \ 
ordination to the civil power. 

XXIII. ThatKO fpldier Ihall, in t{m^pf peace, be ^uar* 
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tercd in *ny houfe, witliout the confcnt of the owner, nor., 
in time of war, but in a manner to be prefcribed by law, 

XXIV. That the Legiflature Ihall not grant any title of 
xaobility or hereditary diftindlion, nor create any office, the 
appointment to which fhall be for a longer term than during 
good behanriour. 

' XXV. That emigration from the ftatc (hall not be prohi- 
bited. 

XXVL To guard againft tranfgreflrons of the high pow- 
ers which we have delegated, WE DECLARE, That every 
thing in this article, is excepted out of the general powers of 
government^ and fhall forever remain inviolate^ 

SCHEDULE. 
That no inconvenience may ar'ife from the alterations and amende 
ments In the ConJUtutton of this Commonivealth, and in order 
-to carry the fame into complete ofer4ition^ it is hereby declared 
and ordained, — 

I. THAT all laws of this commonwealth, in force at the 
time of making the faid alterations and amendments in the. 
faid conftitution, and not incondftent therewith, and all 
fights, anions, profecutions, claims and contrad^s, as well of 
individuals, as of bodies corporate, fhall continue as if the 
faid alterations and amendments had not been made. 

II. That the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council 
ihall continue to exercife the executive authority of this com* 
jnonwealth, as heretofore^ until the third Tuefday of De- 
cember next : but no intermediate vacancies in the Council 
(hall be fupplied by new ele6lions« 

III. That all officers, in the appointment of the execu- 
tive department, fhall continue in the exercife of the duties 

of their refpedtive offices, until the firfl day of Sept«oi- 
ber one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one — unlefs 
their commiffions (hall fooner iCxpire by their own limita- 
tions, or the faid offices become vacant by death or refigna- 
tion — and no longer, unlefs reappointed and commiffioned by 
the Governor ; except that the Judges of the Supreme Court 
ihall hold their offices for the terms in their commiffions re- 
fpeftively expreffed. 
IV • That juftlce ihall be adminiftered in the fcvcral coun« 

L 2 
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ties of this ftate, until the period aforefaid^ by the fame Juf- 
tices, in the fame courts, and in the fame manneri as here- 
tofore, 

' V. That {10 perfoHi mow in commiffion as SberifF^ fhall 
be eligible at the next eledtioni for a longer term than will, 
with the time, which he (hall have ferved in the faid ofiice, 
complete the term of three years. 

VI. That, until the firft enumsradon (hall be made, as di- 
reftcd in the fourth feftion of the firft article of the conlli- 
tutioft, eftablifhcd by this Convention, the city of Philadel- 
phia and the feveral counties (hall be refpe^ively entitled td 
cleft the fame number of Rcprcfcntatives, as is now prefcrib^d 
by law, 

VIL That the firft Senate fhall coniift of eighteen* mem- 
bersi to be chofen in diftrifts, formed as follows, to wit : The 
city of Philadelphia and the counties of Philadelphia and 
Delaware (hall be a diftrift., and elect three Senators : the 
county of Chefter (hall be a Jiftrift, and(hali eled one Senator,* 
the county of Bucks (hall be a ciiftri(^i, and (hall eleftone Se- 
nator : the county of Mofirgomery fliall be a diftrift, and 
fhall eleft one Senator ; the county of Northampton (hall be 
a diftrift, and (hall eleft one Senator: the counties of Lan. 
cafter and York (hall be a diftrift, and (liall eleCl three Sena- 
tors : the counties of Berks and Dauphin (liall be a diftrid, 
and (hall eleft two Senators : the counties of Cumberfand 
and Mifflin (hall be a diftrift, and (hall cleft one Senator: 
the counties of Northumberland, Luzerne and Huntingdon, 
fhall be a diftrift, and (hall eledi one Senator : the counties 
of Bedford and Franklin (hall be a diftrift, and (hall eleft one 
Senator : the counties of Wcftraoreland and Alleghany (hall 
be a diftrift, and (hall eleft one Senator : and the counties of 
'Wa(hington and Fayette ihall be a diftrift, and (hall eleft two 
Senators : which Senators (hall ferve until the firft enume- 
ration before mentioned (hall be made, and the reprefentation 
in both Houfes of the Legidature (hall be eftabli(hed by law, 
and chofen as in the conftitution is direfted. Any vacancies, 
which (hall happen in the Senate, within the faid time, ftiall 
be fupplied as prefcribed in the nineteenth ieftion of the fiHi 
article. 

VIIL That the eleftions of Senators (hall be condofted^ 
And the returns thereof made^ to the Senate^ in the fame maiu 
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tier as is prefcribed by the ele^ion laws of the ilatefor con. 
dudiogand making return of the eledion of Reprefentativcs* 
In thoie diilri^s^ which coniift of more than one county^ 
the judges of the diftrifl.eledlions within each county^ after 
having formed a return of the whole eledlion within that 
CrouRty^ in fuch manner aS is diredled by law, (hall fend the 
Tame^ by one or more of their number^ to the place herein- 
after mentioned within the didrid^ of which fuch county is 
a part^ where the judges, fo met, ihall compare and caft up 
the feveral county returns^ and execute, under their hands 
and feals, one general and true return for the whole dillri<f^ ; 
that is to fay, the judges of the diftrid compofed of the 
city of Philadelphia, and the counties of Philadelphia and 
Delaware, (hall meet in the State-houfe in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia ; the judges of the diflri^ compofed of the coun. 
ties of Lancailer and York, ihall meet at the Court-houfe, 
in the county of Lancafter ; the Judges of the dilirift com- 
pofed of the counties of Berks and Dauphin, ihall meet at 
Middletown, in the county of Berks ; the judges of the 
difhri^ compofed of the counties of Cumberland and Mif. 
flin, ihall meet in Greenwood townlhip, county of Cumber- 
land, at the houfe now occupied by David Miller; the 
judges of the diftri^ compofed of the counties of Northum- 
berland^ Luzerne, and Huntingdon, ihall meet in the town 
of Sunbury ; the judges of the diflrift compofed of the 
, counties of Bedford and Franklin, ihall meet at the houfe 
now occupied by John Dickey, in Air townihip, Bedford 
county ; the judges of the diflri^ compof<fd of the counties 
of Weftmoreland and Alleghany, ihall meet in Weftmore- 
land county, at the Court-houfe in the t^n of Greenf- 
borough ; and the judges of the diftri^ compofed of the 
counties of Waihington and Fayette, (hall meet at theCourt- 
honfe in the town of Waihington, in Wailiington county, 
on the third Tuefday in Oftober r^fpedively, for the pur- 
pofes aforefaid. 

IX, That the ek^ion of the Governor fhall be condud^ed 
in the feveral counties, in the manner prefcribed by the laws 
of the fkate for the eleftion of Reprefentatives ; and the re- 
turns in each county ihall be fealed by the judges of the clec- 
liws, and tranfmitted to the Prefident of the Supreme Exe. 
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cutive Council, direded to the Speaker of the Senate, as 
ibon after the election as may be. 

Done in Convention, the fecond day of September, in 
the year of our Lord one thoafand feven hundred and 
ninety, and of the independence of the United States 
of America, the fifteenth. In teflimony whereof 
we have hereunto fubfcribed our names. 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, FrefidenU 



James Wilfon, 
Hilary Baker, 
William Lewis, 
Thomas M*Kean, 
. George Gray, 
William Robinfon, junior, 
Robert Hare, 
Enoch Edwards, 
"Samuel Ogden, 
Thomas Jenks, 
John Barclay, 
Abraham Stout, 
WilliaiB Gibbons, 
Thomas Bull, 
James Boyd, 
Edward Hand, 
Robert Coleman, 
Sebailian Gra^ 
John Hubly, 
]zhxi Breckbill, 
Henry Miller, 
Henry Slegle, 
William Reed, 
Benjamin Tyfon, 
Benjamin Pedan, 
Matthew Dill, 
William Irvine, 
James Power, 
Jofeph Heifter, 
Chriftian Loweo 
Abraham Lincoln, 
Atteft. Jofeph Redman, Secre4arj» 
Jacob Shallus, Affiftant^tcretaiy^ 



Paul Grofcop, 
Baltzer Gehr, 
Samuel Sitgreaves, 
John Arndt, 
Peter Rhoads, 
Jofeph Powell, 
John Piper, 
Charles Smith, 
Simon Snyder, 
William Findley, 
William Todd, 
Alexander Addifon, 
John Hoge, 
David Redick, 
James Rofs, 
John Smilie, 
Albert Gallatin, 
James M*Lene, 
George Matthews 
James Morris, 
Lindfay Coates, 

^ Jonathim Shoemaker, 
John Gfonlnger, 

'William Brown, 
Alexander Graydon, 
Timothy Pickering, 
Andrew Hepderfon, 
John Gibfon, 
Thomas Beale, 

John Sellers, 
Nathaniel Newlin, 
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DELAWARE. 

The CONSTITUTION of the State of Delaware. 

WE, the Peof/e, hereby ordain and eflablijh this Cottftttutton of 
Qonjemment for the Statt of DeUiuare, 

THROUGH divine goodnefs, all men have by nature, the 
rights of worlhipping and ferving (heir Creator accord- 
ing to the diftates of their cQiifciences, of enjoying and de- 
fending life and liberty^ of acquiring and protcdling reputa. 
tion and property, and in general of attaining obj e As fui table 
to their condition, without injury by one to another; and as 
thefe rights are eifential to their welfare, for the due exerciie 
thereof, power is inherent in them ; and therefore all juft au- 
thority in the inftiiutions of political fociety is derived from 
the people, and eilablifhed with their confent, to advance their 
fiappinefs : and they roay for this end, as circumilances 
require, from time to time^ alter their conllitution of goveriu 
inentt 

ARTICLE I. 

Sbctiox It Although it is the duty of all men frequently^ 
to affemble together for the public worfhip of the Author of 
the univerfe, and piety and morality, on which the profperity 
of communities depends, are thereby promoted ; yet no man 
(hall or ought to be compelled to attend any religious worfhip, 
to contribute to the ereAion or fupport of any place of wor- 
fhip, or to the maintenance of any miniftry, againft his own 
free will and confent ; and no power Ihall or ough'- to be 
veded in or afTumed by any magiftrate, that (hall in any cafe 
interfere with, or in any manner control the rights of con* 
fcience, in the free exercife of religious worfliip, nor a pre- 
ference given by law to any leligious focieties^ denominations! 
or modes of worfhip. 

Sect. 2. No religious tefl (hall be required as a qualifi^ 
cation to any office, or public truf(, under this flate. 

Sect. 3. All elcd^ions fhall be free and equal. 

Sect* 4. Trial by jury fhall be as heretofore. 

Sect. 5. The prefs fhall be free to every citizen, who 
undertakes to examine the official condudl of men ading in a 
jHiblic capacity ; and any citizen may print ^on any fubje^j 
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being rcfponfible for the abufc of that liberty. In profccui. 
tions for pablicat ions, invedigating the proceedings of officers, 
or where the matter publifhed is proper for public inform- 
ation, the truth thereof may be given in evidence : And in 
all indidments for libels the jury may determine the fa^i 
and xhe law, as in other cafes. 

Sect. 6. The people fhall be fecure in their perfons, 
houfes, papers, and'pofTeflions, from unreafonablefearches and 
feizures ; and no warrant to fearch any place, or to feize an/ 
perfon or things, fhall iifue without defcribing them as parti- 
cularly ai may be ; nor then, unlcfs there be probable caufe 
fupported by oath or affirmation. 

Sect. 7. In all criminal profecutions, the accufed hath a 
right to be heard by himfelf and his counfel, to be pl&inly 
and fully informed of the nature and caufe of the accufatioa 
againfl him, to meet the witneffes in their examination face 
to face, to hay« compulfory procefs in due time, on applica- 
tion by himfelf, his friends or counfel, for obtaining witneffes 
in his favour, and a fpeedy and public trial by. an impartial 
jury : He (hall not be compelled to give evidence againft 
himfelf; nor fhall be deprived of life, liberty, or pro. 
perty,. unkfa by the judgment of his peers, or the law of the 
land. 

Sect. 8. No perfon fhall for any indiftable offence b« 
proceeded againfl criminally by information, except in cafes 
arifing in the land or naval forces, or in the militia when in 
adlual fervice in time of war or public danger ; and no perfon 
Ihall be for the fame offence twice put in jeopardy of life or 
limb ; nor fhall any man's property be taken or applied to 
public ufe, without the confent of his reprefentatives, and 
without compenfation being made. 

Sect. 9. All courts fhall be open; and every man for 
an injury done him in his reputation, perfor, moveable or 
immoveable pofTeffions, fhall have remedy by the due courfc 
of law, and juflicc adminiflered according to the vtry right 
of the caufe, and the law of the land, without fale, denial, or 
vnr^afonable delay or expenfe ; and every adion fhall be tried 
in the county in which it fhall be commenced, unlefs wheit 
the Judges of the court in which the caufe is to be tried, fhall 
determine that an impartial trial therefore cannot be had in 
that county. Suits may be brought againfl the flate, acford- 
ing to fuch regulations as fhall be made by law« 
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' Sect. io» Nopoweroffufpending laws (hall be exercifed, 
but by authority of the LcgiflatHre. 

Sect. ii. Exceffive bail fhall not be required^ nor ex. 
\ ceflive £nes impofed^ nor cruel puni(h(n<:nts infiiflcd : And in 
the conftnid^ion of ^aolsj a proper regard (hall be had to the 
health of prifoners. 

Sect. 12. AH prifoners fhall be bailable by fufficient 
fureties, unlefs for capital offences when the proof is pofitive 
or the prefumption great ; and when perfons are confined on 
accufation for fuch offences, their friends and counfel may a( 
proper feafons have accefs to them. 

Sect. 13. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpui 
fhall not be fufpended, anlefs when in cafes of rebellion or 
invafion, the public fafety may require it* 

Sect. 14. No commiffion of oyer and terminer or gaol 
delivery (hall be ifTued. 
I Sect. 15. No attainder (hall work corruption of bloody 
; nor except during the life of the offn^nder, forfeiture of eftate, 
I The eftates of thofe who deftroy their own lives (hall defcend 
[ or vcft as in cafe of natural death, and if any perfon be killed 
j by accident, no forfeiture (hall be thereby incurred. 
! Sect. 16. Although difobedience to laws, by a part of 
the people, upon fuggeftions of impolicy or injuftice in them, 
tends by immediate effeft and the influence of example, not 
only to endanger the public welfare and fafety, but alfo in 
governments of a republican form, contravenes the focial 
principles of fuch governments, founded on common confent 
for common good ; yet the citizens have a right in an orderly 
manner to meet together, and to apply to perfons intrufted 
with the powers of government, for redrefs of grievances or 
other proper purpofes, by petition, remonftrance, or addrefs. 

Sect, i 7. No (landing army (hall be kept up without the 
confent of the Legiflature ; and the military (hall, in all 
cafes, and at all times, be in ft rift fubordination to the civil 
power. 

Sect. .18. No foldier (hall in time of peace be quartered 
in any houfe without the confent of the owner ; nor in time 
of war, but by a civil magiftrate, in a manner to be prefcribed 
by law. 

Sect. 1 9. No hereditary diftinftion (hall be granted, nor 
any office created or excrcifed, the appointment to which (hall 
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be for a longer term than during good behaviour; and rw 
perfon holding any office under this ftate, (hall accept of any 
office, or title of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, 
or foreign ftate. 

fFe declares that every thing in this article is referred out of thi^ 
general fo'wers of Government hereinafter mentioned. 

ARTICLE II. 

Section i. The Legiflative power of this ftatc Ihall he 
▼eftcd in a General Aflcrobly, which ftiall confift of a Senate 
and Houfe of Rcprefentatives. 

Sect. 2. The Reprcfcntatives (hall be chofen annually by 
the citizens refiding in the fcveral counties refpedlively, on 
the firft Tuefday of Oaober. 

No perfon (hall be a Reprefentative who (hall not have 
attained to the age of twenty.four years, and have a free- < 
hold in the county in which he (hall be chofen, have been, a 
citizen and inhabitant of the ftate three years next preceding 
the firft meeting of the Legiilature after his eledlion, and the 
laft year of that term an inhabitant of the county in which 
he (hall be chofen, unlefs he (hall have been abfent on the 
public bu(inefs of the United States or of this ftate. 

There (hall be feven Reprcfcntatives chofen in each county, 
until a greater number of Rcprefentatives (hall by the Gene- 
ral Aflembly be judged nece(rary ; and then, two-thirds of 
each branch of the Legiflature concurring, they may by law 
make provi(ion for increadng their number. 

Sect. 3. The Senators (hall be chofen for three years by 
the citizens re(iding in the feveral counties refpeftively, hav- 
ing right to vote for Rcprefentatives, at the fame time when 
they (liall vote for Rcprefentatives, in the fame manner, and 
at the fame places. 

No perfon (hall be a Senator who (hall not have attained 
to the age of twenty -feven years, and have in the county in 
which he (hall be chofen, a freehold eftate in two hundred 
acres of land, or an eftate in real and perfonai property, or in 
either, of the value of one thoufand pounds at leaft, and have 
been a citizen and inhabitant of the ftate three years next pre. 
ceding the firft meeting of the Legiilature after his elcftion, 
and the laft year of that term an inhabitant of the county in 
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wbich he (hall be chofen, unlefs he fh?!! have been abfent on 
the pitblic buiinef« of the United States or of this ftate* 

There ihall be three Senators chofen in each county. When 
a greater number of Senators (hall by the General AiTembly 
be judged neceffary, two-thirds of each branch concurring^ 
they may by law make proviflon for increafing their number ; 
but the number of Senators (hall never be greater than one. 
half, norlefs than one-third of the number of Reprcfentatives^ 

Immediately after the Senators (hall be aiTembled in con- 
fequence of the firft eled^ion, the Senators relding in each 
county (hall be divided by lot into three claffes. The feat* 
of the Senators of the firft clafs (hall be vacated at the expi* 
ration of the firft year ; of the fecond clafs at the expiration 
of the fecond year ; and of the third clafs at the expiration 
of the third year j fo that one-third may be chofen every 
year. 

Sect. 4. The General Affembly (hall nc»et on the iirft 
Tueiday of January in every year, unlefs foooer convened by 
tbe Governor. 

Sect. 5. Each Houfe (hall choofe its Speaker and other 
oficers ; and alfo each Houfe, whofe Speaker (hall exercife 
the office of Governor, may choofe a Speaker pro Umpire. 

Sect. 6. Each Houfe (hall judge of the eledltons, returns, 
and qualifications of its own members ; and a majority of 
each (hall conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs ; but a fmaller 
number may adjourn from day to day, and (hall be authoriz. 
ed to compel the attendance of abfent members, in fuch man- 
ner, and under fuch penalties, as (hall be deemed expedient. 

Sect. 7. Each Houfe may determine the rules of its 
proceedings, punt(h any of its members for diforderly beha- 
viour, and with the concurrence of two.thirds, expel a mem- 
ber ; and (hall have all other powers nece(rary for a branch of 
the Legidature of a free and independent (late. 

Sect. 8. Each Houfe ihall keep a journal of its proceed- 
ings, and publiih them immediately after every feffion^ 
except fuch parts as may require fecrecy ; and the yeas and 
nays of the niembers on any queftion, (hall at the deiire of 
any member, be entered on thfe journal. 

Sect. 9. The doors of each Houfe, and of committees 
of the whole, fiiatl be open, unlefs when the bttfincfs is fuch^ 
as ought to be kept ftcret. 

M 
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Sbct. to. Neither Houfe (hall, without the confent of 
the other, adjoam for more than three days, nor to any 
other place than that in which the two Houfes ihall b« 
fitting. 

Sect, i i. The Senators and Reprefentatives fhall receiF* 
a compenfation for their fervicei, to be afcertained by law, 
and paid out of the treafury of the ftate ; but no law vary, 
ing the compenfation (hall take effe^^, till an eledlion of 
Keprefentatives fhall have intervened. They (hall in all cafes, 
except treafon, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged 
from arrefl during their attendance at the feilion of their 
refpe^ive Houfes, and in going to and returning from the 
fame ; and for any fpeech or debate in either Houfe, they 
ihall not be queilioned in any other place. 

SicT. 12. No Senator nor Reprefentatire (hall, during 
the time for which he (hall have been ele^ed, be appointed 
to any civil ofHce under this ftate, which (hall have been 
created, or the emoluments of which fhall have been increafed 
during fuch time. No pcrfon concerned in any army or navy 
fontra^, no member of Congrefs, nor any perfon holding 
any office under this ftate, or the United States, except the 
Attorney-General, officers ufually appointed by the courts of 
juiHce refpedively, attornies at law, and officers in the militia, 
holding no difqualifying office, fhall, during his continuance 
in Congrefs or in office, be a Senator or Reprefentative. 

Sect. 13. When vacancies happen in either Houfe, 
writs of ele^ion fhall be iffued by the Speakers refpedlively, 
or in cafes of neceffity, in fuch other manner as fhall be pro- 
Tided for by law ; and the perfons thereupon chofen (hall 
hold their feats as long as rhofe in whofe (!ead they are 
tiefled might have done, if fuch vacancies had not happened* 
. Sect. 14. All bills for raifing revenue (hall originate in 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; but the Senate may propofe 
alterations as on other bills ; aqd no bill, from the operation of 
which,' when pafled into a law, . revenue may incidentally 
arife, fhall be accounted a bill for raifing revenue ; nor (hall 
any matter or claufe whatever, not immediately relating to 
and necefTary for raifing revenue, be in any manner blended 
with, or annexed to, a bill for raifing revenue. 

Sect. 15. No money fhall be drawn from the treafary, 
but in confequence of appropriations made by law ; and ft 
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T^gttlar ftat€mcnt and account of the receipts and expend!, 
^cures of all public money (hall be publifhed annually. 

ARTICLE IIL 

Section i. The Supreme Executive Powers of this 
Hate (hall be vefted in a Governor. 

Sect. 2. The Governor (hall be chofcn on the firft Tuef- 
day of O(flobcr, by the citizens of the ft ate having right to 
vote for Rcprefentativcs, in the counties where they refpec- 
tively reiide, at the places where they ihall vote for Reprefen- 
tatives. 

The returns of every eledtion for Governor (hall be fcaled 
npf and immediately delivered by the returning ofHcers of the 
feveral counties to the Speaker of the Senate, or in cafe of his 
deaths to the Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, who 
ihall keep the fame until a Speaker of the Senate (hall be 
appointed, to whom they (hall be immediately delivered after 
his appointment, who (hall open and publi(h the fame in the 
prefence of the members of both Houfes of the Legiflature* 
Duplicates of the faid returns (hall «lfo be immmediately 
Jodged with the Prothonotary of each county. The pcrfoa 
having the bighefl number of votes (hall be Governor : But, 
if two or more (hall be equal in the higheft number of votes, 
the members of the two Houfes (hall, by joint ballot, choofe 
one of them to be Governor ; and if upon fuch ballot, twa 
or more of them (hall ftill be equal' and higheft in votes, the 
Speaker of the Senate (hall have an additional cafting vote. 

Contefted eleftions of a Governor (hall be determined by a 
joint committee, confifting of oncthird of all the members of 
each branch of the Legiftature, to be feleded by ballot of the 
Houfes refpedively ; Every perfon of the committee (hall 
take an oath or affirmation, that in determining the faid elec- 
tion, he will faithfully difcharge the truft repofed in him ; 
and the committee (hall always fit with open doors. 

Sect. 5. The Governor (hall hold his office during three 
years from the third Tuefday of January next enfuing his 
eledion ; and Ihall not be capable of holding it longer than 
three in any term of iix years. 

Sbct. 4. He (hall be at leaft thirty years of age, and 
have been a citizen and inhabitant of the United States 
twelve years next before the firft meeting of the Legiftature 
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•fter hit eledlion, and the laft fix of that term ao inhabttxnt 
of this date, unlefs he fliall have been abfent on the public 
bufinefs of the United States or of this ftate. 

Sect. 5. No member of Congrefs, nor perfon holding 
any office under the United States or this ftate^ ihaU exercife 
the office of Governor. 

Sect. 6. The Governor fhall at ftated times receive for 
his fer vices an adequate falary, to be fixed by law, which 
ihall be neither increafed nor diminiihed during the period for 
which he Ihall have been elected. 

Sect. 7. He Ih all be commander in chief of the army 
and nj»vy of this ftate, and of the militia ; except when thty 
ihall be called into the fervice of the United States. 

Sect. 8. He (hall appoint all officers whofe offices arc 
rftablHhed by this conftitution, or (hall be eftablifhed by law, 
and whofe appointments are not herein otherwife provided for ; 
but no perfon fhail be appointed to an office within a county, 
who (hail not have a right to vote for Repiefentatives, and 
have been an inhabitant therein one year next before hit 
eppointmetit, nor hold the office longer than he continues to 
refide in the county. No member of Congrefs, nor any perfon 
holding or exercifing any office under thPUnited State?", fhall 
at the fame time hold orexerciPe the office of Judge, Trea^ 
furer, Attorney. General, Secretary, Clerk of the Supreme 
Court, Prothonotary, Regifter for the probate of wills and 
granting letters of adminiftration, Recorder, SherifiT, or any 
office under this ftate with a falary by law annexed to it, or 
any other office which the Legiflature fhall declare incompa- 
tible with offices or appointments under the United States* 
'No perfon fhall hold more than one of the following offices 
at the fame time, to wit, Treafurer, Attorney-General, 
Clerk of the Supreme Court, Prothonotary, Regifter, or 
Sheri^. All commiffions fhall be in the name of the flate^ 
fhall be fealed with the great feal» and be figned and tcfted 
by the Governor. 

Sect. 9, He fhall have power to remit fines and forfei- 
tures ; and to grant reprieves and pardons, except in cafes of 
impeachment. 

Sect. 10. He may require information in writing from 
the officers in the executive department, upon any (iibje^ 
relating to ,the duties of their refpe^ire o£cec« 
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Sect, i i ^ He (hall from time to time give to the General 
Aflembly information of affaips concerning the flate ; and 
recommend to their confideration fuch meafures as he (hall 
judge expedient. 

Sect. 12. He may on extraordinary occafions convene 
the General AiTembly ; and in cafe o£ difagreement between 
the two Houfes with refpeA to the time of adjournment, 
adjourn them to fuch time as he fliall think proper^ not 
exceeding three months. 

Sect. i3« He fliall take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed. 

Sect. 14. On the death or rcfignation of the Governor, 
or his removal from ofHce on impeachment, or for inability, 
the Speaker of the Senate at that time (hall exercife the ofEce 
-of Governor, until a new Governor (hall be duly qualified : 
.and on the death or re(ignation of the Speaker of the Senate, 
the Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives at fihat time (hall 
exercife the office, until it be regularly vefted in a new 
Governor. If the trial of a coniefted eledion (hall continue 
longer than until the third Tuefday of January next enfuing 
the ele^ion of a Governor, the Governor of the laft year, or 
the Speaker of the Senate, or of the Houfe of R^eprefentatives, 
who may then be in the exercife of the executive authority, 
ihall continue therein until a determination of fuch contcfted 
eledlion. The Governor (hall not be removed from his office 
for inability, but with the concurrence of two.thirds of all 
the members of each branch of the Legidature. 

Sect. 15. A Secretary (hall be appointed and commif. 
£or.ed during the Governor's continuance in office, if he 
[hall {q long behave himfelf well. He (hall keep a fair regider 
of all the official ads and proceedings of the Governor] and 
ihall, when required by either branch of the Legidature, lay 
the fame, and all papers, minutes, and vouchers, relative 
thereto, before them ; and (hall perform fuoh other duties as 
(hall be enjoined him by law. He (hall have a compenfation 
forhisfervices, to be fixed by law. 

ARTICLE IV. 
Section i« All elections of Governor, Senators, and 
Reprefentatives, (hall be by ballot ; and in fuch ele^iont . 
every white freeman of the age of twenty-onc years, having 
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refidcd in the ftate two years next before the ele^ion, amd 
within that time paid a ftate or county tax^ which iliall have 
been afTefTed at leaA fix months before the eledion, fhall enjoy 
the right of an eledor ; and the fons of perfons fo qualified^ 
fhall between the ages of twenty-one and twenty- two years, 
be entitled to vote^ although th«y fliail not have paid taxes. 
SfeCT* 2. Eiedors (hall in all cafes txc^t treafon^ felony^ 
tJr breach of the peace, be privileged from arreft during their 
attendance at cle(^ionB, and in going to, and returning from 
them. 



ARTICLE Y- 

SiCTtON !• The Houfe of Reprefentativea fiiall have 
the fole power of impeaching ; but two.thirds of all the 
H^embers muft concur in an impeachment* All impeachments 
ihall be tried by the Senate, and when fitting for that pur« 
pofe^ the Senators ihall be upon oath gr affirmation to do 
jui^ice according to the evidence. No perfon fhall- be con. 
vidled without the concurrence of two-thirds of all the 
Senators. 

StcT, '2* The Governor, and all other civil officers under 
this flate, (hall be liable to impeachment for treafon, bribery, 
or any high crime or mifdemeahor in office. Judgment in fuch 
cafes fhall not extend further than to removal from office, 
•and difqualification to hold any office of homor, truft or proSc 
tinder this (late; but the party convicted fhall neverthelefs 
he fubjedl to indiclmenr, trial, judgment and punifhment 
According to law« 

StcT« 4* Treafon againft this date fhall confift only in 
levying war againft it, or in adhering to the enemies of the 
government, giving them «id and comfort. No perfon (hall 
be convided of treafon, unlefs on the teilimony of two wit. 
«u£e8 to the f^one overt a^, or on confeffion in open court. 

ARTICLE VI. 
Section !• The Judicial Pouer of this ftatc (hall be 
-vefted in a Court of Chancery, a Supreme Court, and Coorts 
cf Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery, in a Court 
of Common PJeAs, and in an Orphan's Court, Regifler't 
Court, and a Court of Quarter Seffions of the Peace for each 
county, in Judice^ of the Peace, and ixi fuch Othtr courts U 
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\bc LegiQatare^ two-thirds of all the members of each branch 
concorring, may from time to time eftablifb. 

Sect. 2. The Chancellor, and the Judges of the Supreme 
Court and of the Court of Common Pleas, (hall hold their 
t>ffice8 during good behaviour; but for any reafonable caufe 
which (hall not be a fuiEcient ground for an impeachment, 
the Governor may in his difcretion remo¥e any of them, on 
the addrefs of two.thirds of all the members of each branch 
ii£ the Legiflature« They (hall at ftated times receive for their 
fervices adequate falaries, to be fixed by law, which (hall 
not be diminilhed during their continuance in office, and 
ihali be payable quarterly to their refpeAive orders upon the 
Treafurer, out i3f any monies in the treafury ; but they (hall 
Lold no other office of profit, nor receive any fees or perqui. 
Hces, except fuch fees as (hall be fixed by law for bufinefs to 
be done out of court* 

SEt:T, 3. The Judges of the Supreme Court (hall be not 
fewer than three, nor more than four, one of whom (hall be 
Chief Juftice. There fliall be a Judge refiding in each county, 
'llie jurifdiilion of this court (hall extend over the ftate. 
The Judges (hall by virtue of their offices, be Juilices of Oyer 
and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery in the feveral ceun« 
ties. Any two of the Judges may sl&. as if all were prefent. 

Sect. 4. The Judges of the Court of Common Picas 
fliall be not fewer than three, nor more than four, one of 
whom (hall be Chief Juftice. There (hall be a Judge refiding 
in each county. The jurifdidlion ef this Court (hall extend 
over the ftate. Any two of the Judges may a A as if all were 
frefent. 

Sect. 5. The Chancellor, or atiy Judge of the Supreme 
Court or of the Court of Common Pleas, fiiall ifiTue the writ 
of habeas corpus in vacation time and out of term, when duly 
applied for, which (hall be immediately obeyed. 

5iCT. 6. Any Judge of the Supreme Court or of the 
Court of Common Pleas may, unlefs the Legifiature (hall 
otherwife provide by law, out of court, take the acknowledg. 
ment of deeds ; and the fame being thereon certified, under 
ills band^ fuch 4eeds (hall be recorded and have the fame 
effed as if acknowledged in open coart. 

SsCT. 7. In civil caufes when pending, the Supreme 
<!oott and Court of Commoa PleM ihall have the power, before 
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judgment^ of diredling upon fuch terms as fhey (hall deem 
realonable^ amendments in pleadings and legal proceeding's^ 
fo that by error in any of them, the determination of caufcs^ 
according to their real merits, (hall not be hindered ; and alfo 
of directing the examination of witne(rei that are aged, very- 
infirm, or going out of the (late, upon interrogatories ^^ bene 
effif to be read in evidence, in cafe of the death or departure 
of the witne(res before the trial, or inability by reafon of age^ 
ficknefs, bodily infirmity or imprifonmenr, then to attend; 
and alfo the power of obtaining evidence from places not 
within the (late. 

Sect, 8. Suits may originate in the Supreme Court or 
Court of Common Pleas. 

Sect. 9. One Judge of the Supreme Court or of the 
Court of Common Pleas may, if the other Judges «omc not, 
open and adjourn the Court, and may alfo make the neceffary 
rules preparatory refpedlivcly to the trial or argument of caufes. 
Sect, lo* At any time pending an action for debt or 
damages, the defendant may bring into court a fum of money 
for difcharging the fame and the cods then accrued , and the 
plaintiff not accepting thereof, it (hall be delivered for hit 
ufe to the Clerk or Prothonotary of the court ; and if upon 
the final decifion of the caufe, the plaintifif (hall not recover a 
greater fura than that fo paid into court for hiro^ he (hall not 
recover aay co(t6 accruing after fuch payment, except where 
the plaintiffis an executor or adminiilrator. 

Sect, i i. By the death of any party, no fuit in chancery 
or at law, where the caufe of aflion furvives, (hall abate ; 
but, until the Legiflature (hall otherwi(e provide, fuggedion 
of fuch death being entered of record, the executor or admi- 
nifirator of a deceafed petitioner or plaintiff may profecute 
the (aid fuit ; and if a refpondent or defendant dies, the ex- 
ecutor or adminidrator being duly ferved with a Scire Facias^ 
thirty days before the return thereof, (hall be confidered as a 
party to the fuit, in the fame manner as if he had volunta. 
rily made himfelf a party ; and in any of thofe cafes, the 
court (hall pafs a decree, or render judgment, for or againft 
executors or adminifirators, as to right appertains. But 
where an executor or adminiflrator of a deceafed refpondent 
or defendant becomes a party, the court, upon motion, (hall 
graat fuch a continuance of the caufe ^at to the Judges (haU 
appear proper* 
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^ICT. 12. Whenever a perfon, not being an executor or 
^dminiftrator^ appeals from a decree of the Chancellor or ap. 
plies for a writ of error, fuch appeal or writ (hall be no ftav 
E of proceeding in the chancery , or the court to which the writ 
' iifuesy unless the appellant or plaintiff" in error (hall give fuf. 
ficienx f^curity, to be approved refpedively by the Chancel- 
lor, or by a Judge of the court from which the writ ifTues, 
that the appellant or plaintiff^ in error fhall profecute refpec. 
tively his appeal or writ to effed^j and pay the condemnation 
money and afl coils, ^ or ocherwife abide the decree in ap. 
peal or the judgment in error, if he fail to make his plea 
^;ood. 

Sect. 13. No writ of error fha 11 be brought upon any 
judgment heretofore" confeffed, entered or rendered, but 
within five years from this time; nor upon any judgment 
hereafter to be confelTcd, entered or rendered, but within five 
years after the confcfling, entering, or rendering thereof, un- 
leTs th« perfon entitled to fuch writ be an infant, feme co» 
^erty tnn compos mentis^ or a prifoner^ and then within five 
years exclufive oi the time of fuch difability. 

Sect. 14. The equity jurifdidion heretofore exerctfed 
by the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, (hall be fepa* 
fated from the common law jurifdi^ion^ and veiled in a 
Chancellor, who (hall hold Courts of Chjincery in the feve. 
ral counties of this ftate. In cafes of equity jurifdi^io% 
where the Chancellor is interefted, the cognizance thereof 
Ihall belong to tlie Court of Common fltzsj with an appeal 
to the High Court of Errors and Appeals. 

Sect. 15. The Judges of the Court of Common Pkas* 
or any two of them, (hall c'ompofe the Orphans Court of 
each county, and may exercifc the equity jurifdi^ion hereto- 
fore exercifed by the Orphans Courts, except as to the adjuft- 
tng and fettling executors, adminidrators and guardians ac« 
counts; in which cafes they (hall hav^ao appellate jurifdic- 
tion from the fentence or decree of the Regifter, This court 
may iiTue procefs throughout the (late, to compel the attends 
ance of witneiTes. Appeals may be made from the Orphan* 
Court, in cafes where that court has original jurifdidion, to 
the Supreme Court, whofe decilion ihall be final. 

Sect. id. An executor, adminiflrator, or guardian, (hall 
€k every account with the Regifter for the ^county, who 
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(hall, as foon as conveniently may be> carefally examine tBe 
particulars with the proofe thereof, in the prefence of foch 
executor, adminiftrator or guardian, and (hall adjuft and fettle 
the fame, according to the very right of the matter, and the 
law of the land ; which account {o fettled, (hall remain in 
his office for infpe^ion ; and the executor, ad m in id ra tor, or 
guardian, (hall within three months after fuch fettlement, 
give due notice in writing to all pcrfons entitled to (hares of 
the eftate, or to their guardians refpcdlively, if refiding with- 
in the (late, that the account is lodged in the faid o(Ece for 
infpedion ; and the Judges of the Orphan's Court (hall hear 
the exceptions of any perfons concerned, if any be made^ and 
thereupon allow no demand whatever againft the eftate of the 
deceafed, unlefs upon con(ideration of all circumftances, they 
(hall be fully convinced that the fame is therewith juftly 
chargeable. 

SecT, 17, The Regifters of the fcveral counties (hall 
xefpcflively hold the Regifter's Court in each county* 
Upon the litigation of a caufe, the depofitions of the witne(re$ 
examined, (hall be taken at large in writing, and make part 
cf the proceedings in the caufe. This court may Iffac pro« 
cefs throughout the date, to compel the attendance of wit. 
nefles. Appeals may be made from a Regifter's Court to th^ 
Supreme Court, whofe decliions (hall be itnal. In cafes where 
a Regifter is interefted in queftions concerning the probate 
of wills, the granting letters of adminiftration, or executors, 
adminiftrators, or guardians accounts, the cognizance there- 
of (hall belong to the Orphan's Court, with an appeal ta the 
Supreme Court, whofe deci(ion (hall be final* 

Sect, 18. The Prothonotaries of the Court of Common 
Pleas may iffue procefs as heretofore, take recognizances of 
bail, and (ign confeftions of judgment ; and the Clerks of 
the Supreme Court (hall have the like powers. No judg. 
fiient, in the Supreme Coart or Court of Common Pleas, held 
for one county, (hall bind lands or tenements in another, 
antil a teftatum fieri facias being iifued, (hall be entered of 
record in the office of the Prothonotary of the county wherein 
the lands or tenements are fttuated. 

Sect* 19, The Judges of the Court of Common Picas 
fliall, by virtue of their offices, compofe the Courts of Ge- 
Mial Qi;iarter Seffions of the Pei(ce and Gaol Delivery within 
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the fcvcral counties. Any two of the faid Judges (hall be a 
quorum* 

Sect. 20. The Governor (hall appoint a competent num- 
ber of perfons to the office of Juilice of the Peace, not ex- 
ceeding twelve in each county, until two-thirds of both 
Houfes of theLegidature (hall by law dircft an addition to 
the nymber, who (hall be commilfioned for feven years, if (o 
long they (hall behave thcmfelves well ; but may be removed 
by the Governor within that time on convid^ion of milbe- 
haviour in office, or on the addrefs of both Houfes of tho 
Legiflature. 

Sect. 21. The ftyle in all procefs and public ads (hall, be, 
Thb State of Delaware. Profecutions (hall be carried 
on in the name of the date, and (hall conclude a^aiftfi the ptac^ 
mnd dignity of the ftate. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Section, i. There fhall be a coErt, ftyled 7he HlgB 
Cgurf of Errors and Appeals^ which (hall confift of the Chancellor 
and of the Jadffes of the Supreme Court and Court of Common 
Pleas. Any four of the Judges of this court may proceed on 
bufinefs ; but any fmaller number may open and adjourn the 
court. If any of them has rendered judgment or paiTed a 
decree in any caufe before removal, he (hall not fit judicialljp* 
upon the hearing of the fame in this court, but may affigi^ 
the reafons upon which fuch judgment was rendered, or fuch 
decree pa(red. The Chancellor (hall prefide, except when he 
cannot fit judicially ; and in fuch cafes, or in his abfence, 
the Chief Judice of the Supreme Court ; but if he is fo dif- 
quaiified or abfent, then the Chief Juftice of the Court of 
Common Pleas (hall prefide; and if he is fo difqualified 
or abfent, then the next elded Judge according to pri- 
ority in date of commiffions, if prefent, and not difquali. 
fied as aferefaid, (hall prefide. This court (hall have power 
to iffue writs of error to the Supreme Court, and to the Court 
of Common Pleas, and to receive and determine appeals from 
interlocutory or final orders or decrees of the Chancellor. 
Errors (hall be affigned, and caufes of appeal exhibited in 
writing fpeedily, and citations duly ferved on ad verfe parties. 

Sect. 2. Upon the reverfal of a judgment of the Supreme 
Court, or of a Comt of Cooimon Pleas, ^r a decree of the 
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Chancellor^ this court (hall refpcAivcly render fuch judgment, 
or pafa fuch decree, as the Supreme Court, or the Court of 
Common Pleas, or the Chancellor ought to have rendered or 
pafled, except where the reverfal is in favour of the plaintiff 
or petitioner, in the original fuit, and the damages to be 
aifeiTtd, or the matters to be decreed, are uncertain : in any 
of which cafes, the caufe fhall be remanded, in order to a 
final decifion* 

Sect. 3. The Judges of this Court may iflue all procefa 
proper for bringing records fully before them« and for carry, 
ing their determinations into execution. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

SiCTioN I. The members of the Senate and Honfe of 
Reprcfentatives, the Chancellor, the Judges of the Supreme 
Court, and the Court of Common Pleas, and the Attorney. 
General, (hall by virtue of their offices, be confervators of the 
peace throughout the ftate ; and the Treafurcr, Secretary, 
Clerks of the Supreme Court, Prothonotarics, Regi(^crs, 
Recorders, Sheriffs, and Coroners, (hall, by virtue of their 
offices, be confervators thereof, within the counties refpcc. 
lively in which they refide, 

Sbct. 2. The Reprefentative, and when there (hall be 
more than one, the Reprcfentatives of the people of this 
ftate in Congrefs, (hall be voted for at the fame places where 
Reprcfentatives in the date Legiflature are voted for, and in 
the fame manner. 

Sect. 3. The State Treafurer (hall be appointed annually 
by the Houfe of Reprcfentatives with the concurrence of the 
Senate. No perfon who hath ferved in the office of State 
Treafurer, (hall be eligible to a feat in either Houfe of the 
Legidature, until he (hall have made a final fettlement of his 
accounts as Treafurer, and difcharged the balance, if any 
thereon due. 

Sect. 4. Two pcrfons for the office of Sheriff and two for 
the office of Coroner, (hall be chofen by the citizens refiding 
in each county, and having right to vote for Reprcfentatives, 
at the time and places of eledlion of Reprcfentatives^ one of 
whom for each office refpcftively, (hall be appointed by the 
Governor. They (hall hold their offices for three years, if 
folong they (hall behave themfelves well, and until facceffon 
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be duly qualified ; but no perlbn (hall be twice appointed She- 
ri^> upon eledlion by the citizens^ in any term of fix years. 
The Governor (hall fill vacancies in thefe offices by new ap. 
pointments to continue unto the next general eledion^ and 
ulitii fuccefibjfs (hall be chofen and duly qualified. The Le. 
gidatore^ two-thirds of each branch concurring, may when 
it (hall be judged expedient, veft the appointment of Sheriffs 
and Coroners in the Governor ; but no perfon (hall be twice 
appointed Sheriff in any term of (ix years. 

Sect. 5. The Attorney General, Clerks of the Supreme 
Court, Prothonotaries, Regifters, Clerks of the Orphans 
Courts and of the Peace, fhall rcfpeflively be commifiioned 
for five years, if fo long they (hall behave tbemfelves well ; 
but may be removed by the Governor within that time, on 
convidlion of mifbehaviour in office, or on the addrefs of 
both Houfes of the Legiilature. Prothonotaries, Clerks of 
the Supreme Court, of the Orphans Courts, Regifters, Re. 
corders, and Sheriffs, fhall keep their offices in the town or 
place in each county, in which the Supreme Court and tho^ 
Court of Common Pleas are ufually held. 

SiCT. 6. Attornies at law, all inferior officers in thetrea. 
fury department, eleflion officers, officers relating to taxes, 
to the poor, and to high>ways, Conftables and Hundred of. 
ficers, (hall be appointed in fuch manner as is or may be di. 
rented by law. 

Sect. 7. All falaries and fees annexed to offices (hall be 
moderate; and no officer (hall receive any fees whatever, 
without giving to the perfon who pays, a receipt for them, 
if required, therein fpecifying every particular and the charge 
for it. 

Sect. 8. No cofts (hall be paid by a perfon accufed on a 
bill being returned ignoramus ; nor on acquittal by a jury, 
unlefs a majority of the Judges prefent at the trial certify^ 
that there was probable caufe for the profecution. 

Sect. 9. The lights, privileges, immunities, and eftates 
of religious focieties and corporate bodies, (hall remain as if 
the conftitution of this ftate had not been altered. No cler- 
gyman or preajcher of the gofpel, of any denomination, (hall 
be capable of holding any civil office in this ftate, or of be- 
ing a member of either branch of the Legiflature, while he 
continues in the exercife of the paftoral or clerical fun^oq^ 

N 
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Sect. io« All the laws of this ilate, exifling at the 
time of making this conftitution^ and not inconiiftent with i 
sty (hall remain in force, unlefs they (hall be altered by futare 
laws; and all adions and profecutions now pending, fhaU i 
proceed as if this conilitution had not been made. \ 

Sect. ii. This conftitution (hall be prefixed to every ! 
edition of the laws made by diredion of the Legiilature. 

Sect. 12. The Legiilatu re (hall, as foon as conveniently ] 
may be, provide by law, for afcertaining what flatates, and ' 
parts of (latutes, (hall continue to be in force within this 
ftate ; for reducing them, and all a^s of the General AScrn^ 
bly, into fuch order, and publifhing them in fuch manner, 
that thereby the knowledge of them may be generally dif- 
fufed ; for choofing infpeSors and judges of eledlions, and 
regulating the fame in fuch manner, as (hall moft efiedlually 
guard the rights of the citizens entitled to vote ; for better 
fecuring perfonal liberty, and ea(ily and fpeedily redrcfling 
all wrongful reftraints thereof; for more certainly obtaining 
returns of impartial juries ; for dividing lands and tene-, 
mcnti in fales by Sheriffs, where they will bear a divifion, 
into as many parcels as may be without fpoiling the whole, 
and for advertifing and making the fales in fuch manner, and 
at fuch times, and places, as may render them moft beneficial 
to all perfons concerned ; and for edablilhing fchools, and 
promoting arts and fciences. 

ARTICLE IX. 
Members of the General A(rembly, and all officers execu- 
tive and judicial, (hall be bound by oath or affirmation, to 
fapport the conftitution of this ftate, and to perform the 
duties of their refpedive offices with fidelity. 



ARTICLE X. 
The General Affembly, whenever two- thirds of each 
Houfe (hall deem it neceffary, may with the approbation of 
the Governor propofe amendments to this conftitqtion, and at 
leaft three, and not more than fix months before the next gene- 
ral ele<^ion of Reprefentatives, duly publi(h them in print 
for the confideration of the people ; and if three-fourths of 
each branch of the Legiflature (hall, after fuch an eleftlon, 
and -before another, ratify the faid amendments, they fnall be 
valid to all intents and purpofes, as parts of this conilitution. 
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STo convention ihall be called but by the authority of the 
>eop1e; and an unexceptionable mode of making their fenfe 
cnown, will be for them at a general election of Reprefen- 
tativcs, to vote alfo by ballot for or againft a conTtnrion, 
IS they (hall feverally choofe to do ; and if thereupon it 
(hall appear, that a majority of all the citizens in the (late 
having right to vote for Reprefentatives, have voted for a 
convention, the General Aflembly Ihall accordingly at their 
next fedions call a convention, to confift of at leaft as many 
members as there are in both Houfes of the Legiflature, to be 
chofen in the fame manner, at the fame places, and at the fame 
tioie that Reprefentatives are, by the citizens entitled to 
vote for Reprefentatives, on due notice given for one months 
and to meet within three months after they (hall be deded* 
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THAT no incon\''eniencies mayarife from the alterations 
of the Conflitution of this State, and in order to carry 
the fame into complete operation. It is hereby declared and 
ordained : 

T, That the PreHtlent, or in cafe of his death, inability, 
or abfence from the ftate, the Speaker of the Legiflaiive 
Council at that time, and in cafe of his de^ith, inability, or 
abfence from the ftate, the Speaker of the Houfe of AfTemb'y 
at that time, (hall refpciflively, with the Privy Council, 
exercife the Executive Authority of this ftate until the third 
Tuefday in January next. If the death, inability, or abfence 
of the Prefident, (hall happen after the firft Tuefday of next 
Odlober, and before th« jfirft Tuefday in next January, then 
the Executive Authority (hall devolve upon the perfon who 
was Speaker of the Council at the next preceding feflion of 
the General Affembly ; and in cafe of his death, inability, 
or abfence, upon the perfon who was Speaker of the Houfe 
f A(rembly at the faid rtcxt preceding fe(fion. 

H. That all perfons holding o(fices to which, under this 

onftitution, appointments are to be made by the Governor, 

all continue in the exercife of the duties of their refpe(fiive 

iffices until the firft Tuefday of OAober, one thoufand, feven 

undred and ninety.thxce, unlefs their commiftions (hall fooner 
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fxpire by their own limitations, or the faid offices (hall trtc 
come vacant by death or re{ignath>n, and no longer, onlefs 
re-appointed and commiflioned by the Governor. 

III. That juftke (hal) be adminiftered in the feveral coan- ^ 
ties of this (late, until the period laft mentioned, by the famt ' 
jufticcs, in the fame courts and in the fame manner at here* 
tofore. 

IV. That the Sheriffs elefted at O^^obcr next (hall hold, 
their refpe^ive commiffions two years, and no longer, from 
tha; time, or until new Sheriffs are ele^^ed and appointed ; 
and fuch perfons (hall not be again eligible until the expira^ 
tion oJF three years after their commiffions ceafe. \ 

V. That the eleftions of Governor, Senators, and Reprew 
fefita^ives, (hall be condp^ed by the fame perfons, and is 
the fame manner, at is prefcribed by the eledion laws of this ' 
ili^tf 1 concerning the ele^ion of members of the Council and j 
of the Houfe of Afferably ; and the returns thereof (hall be 
made refpedlively to the perfon exercifing the Executive 
Authority, to the Senate, and to the Houfe of Reprefenta^* 
tives. 

Vi. T^ie firft meeting of the Legiflature under this con< 
fliitytjori (hall be at the town of Pover, 

{>ooe in Convention, the twelfth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand fcvcn hundred and ninety, 
two,, and of the Independence of the United Statesi 
of America, the fixtcenth. In teftiraony whereof, wo 
have hereunto fubfcribed our names. 

THOMAS MONTGOMERY, FrefidenU 
John Dickinfon, James Morris, 

Robext Armftrong, Richard Ba(rett, 

Edward Roche, Benjamin Dill, 

William Johnfon, Henry MoUifton, 

Robert Haughey, Andrew Barratt, 

George Monro, Ifaac Cooper, 

Robert Coram, George Mitchell, 

Kcnfey Johns, John W. Batfon, 

Nicholas Ridgcly, Rhoads Shankland, 

John Clayton, Ifaac Beauchamp, 

Thomas White, Daniel Polk, 

Manlove Emerfon, 

(Atteft.J JAMES BGQTH^ S<crffafj. 
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MARYLAND. 

A DECLARATION of RIGHTS y and the ConftUuuon and 
• form of GoTJernmenty agreed to by the Delegates of Maryland ^ 
in free and full Con^ventton ajfemhled. 

h DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, &c. 

THE Parliament of Great Britain, by a declaratory aO, 
having afliimed a right to make laws to bind the colo- 
nies fn alk cafes whatfocver, and, in purfuance of fuch claim, 
endeavoured^ by force of arms, to fubjugate the Urvited 
Colonks to an unconditional fubmiilion to their will »nd 
power, and having at length conftrained them to declare 
thcmfclves independent ftates, and to affuroe government 
under the authority of the people :— Therefore, we, the De- 
legates of Maryland, in free and full Convention aflemblcd, 
taking into our moft ferious confideration the beft means of 
eftabliihing a good Conftitution in this Hate, for the furc 
foundation and more permanent fecurity thereof, declare, 

I. That all Government, of right, originates from the 
people, is founded in compad only> and inftituted folely for 
the good of the whole. 

XL That the people of this ftate ought to have the fole 
and exclufive right of regulating the internal government and 
police thereof. 

III. That the inhabitants of Maryland ^re entitled to the 
coramon law of England, and the trial by jury, according to 
the courfc of that law, and to the benefit of fuch of the 
JBngKfli ftatutes, as exifted at the time of their firfl emigra- 
tion, and which, by experience, have been found applicable 
to their local and other circumftances, and of fuch others as 
have been (ince made in England^ or Great Britain, and have 
been introduced, ufcd, and pradlifed, by the courts of law or 
equity ; and alfo to all afts of Aflembly, in force on the firft 
of June, feventeen hundred and feventy-four, except fuch a« 
may have fince expired, or have been, or may be altered by* 
afts of Convention, or this declaration of rights — fiibjed^, 
ireverthelefs, to the reviiion of, and anoendm^t or repeal by^ 
the Legiflature of tlus ftate.: and the inhabitants of Mary- 
land are alfo entitled to all property^ derived to them from or 

N2 
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under the charter, granted by his Majcfty Charles I. to 
Caecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore. 

iV. That all perfons inveded with the kgillative or exc- 
cutive powers of government, are the truftces of the pablic, 
and, as fiich, accountable for their conduft ; wherefore, when, 
ever the ends of government are perverted, and public liberty 
manifetlly endangered, and all other means of redrcft arc 
ineffeftual, the people may, and of right ought, to reform the 
old or efbablilh a new government. Th« doftrine of non- 
rcfiftance, againft arbitrary power and oppreflion, is abfurd, 
flavifh, and deftru^ive of the good and happinefs of maa-. 
kind* 

V. That the right, in the people, to participate in the 
Legiflature, is the beft fecurity of liberty, and the foan- 
dation of all free government ; for this purpofe, cleftions 
ought to be free and frequent, and every man, having property 
in, a common intereft with, and an attachment to the commu- 
nity, ought to have a right of fuffrage. 

VI. 'i'hat the Legiflative, Executive, and Judicial powers 
of government, ought to be for ever fcparate and diHind from 
each other, 

VII. That no power of fufpending laws,- or the execution 
of laws, unlefs by, or derived from the Legiflature, ought to 
be exercifed or allowed, 

VIII. That freedom of fpeech and debates, or proceedings 
in the Legiflature, ought not to be impeached in any othtr 
court or judicature, 

IX. That a place for the meeting of the Legiflature, ought 
€Q be fixed, the moft convenient to the members thereof, and 
to the dcpofitory of public records ; and the Legiflature ought 
not to be convened or held at any other place, but from cvi. 
4ent necefllty, 

X. That, for rcdrefs of grievances, and for amending, 
Itrengthening, and preferving the laws, the Legiflature ought 
to be frequently convened. 

XL That every man hath a right to petition the Legifla. 
♦ure, for the rcdrefs of grievances, in a peaceable and or- 
derly manner. 

XII. That no aid, charge, tax, fee, or fees, ought to be 
fet, rated, or leyied, under any pretence, without confeot dS 
the Legiflature, 
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Xnt. That the levying taxes by the poll is griev0uf and 
oppreffive, and ought to be abolifhed : that paupers ought not 
to be aflfeflcd for the fuppoft of government ; but every 
t2ther perfon in the Aate ought to contribute his proportion 
of public taxes, for the fupport of government, according 
to his a^ual worth, in real or perfonal property, within the 
Hate ; yet fines, duties, or taxes, may properly and juftly b« 
impoTed or laid^ with a political view, for the good govern- 
ment and benefit of the community. 

XIV. That fanguinary laws ought to be avoided, at far 
«s is confident with the fafety of the date : and no law, to 
inflidl cruel and unufual pains and penalties, ought to be made 
in any cafe, or at any time hereafter. 

XV* That retrofpeclive laws, punifhing facVs committed 
tefore thc«xi(lence of fuch laws, and by them only declared 
<rriminal, are c^preffive, unjuft, and incompatible with li- 
berty ; wherefore no ex foji fa3o law ought to be made. 

XVL That no law, to attaint particular perfons of trca- 
foii or felony, ought to be made in any cafe, or any time 
liereafter. 

XVI I. That every freeman, for any injury done him ift 
iiis perfon or property, ought to have remedy, by the courfc 
of the law of the land, and ought to have julticeand right, 
freely without fale, fully without any denial, and fpeedily 
ivithout delay, according to the law of the land* 

XVIII. That the trial of fads, wbere they arife, is one 
of the greatcft fecurities of the lives, liberties, and cllates of 
the people. 

XIX. That, in all criminal profecutions, every man hath 
a Tight to be informed of the accufation againfl: him ; to 
have a copy of the indi<^ment or. charge in due time (if re- 
rjuired) to prepare for his defence ; to be allowed counfel 5 to 
be confronted with the witnefles againft him ; to have pro- 
cefs for his witnefles; to examine the witnefles, for and 
againft him« on oath ; and to a fpeedy trial by an impartial 
jur]^, without whofe unatiimous confent, he ought not to be 
fdund guilty. 

XX. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence 
Bgainft himfelf, in a common court of law, or in any other 
court, but in fuch cafes, as have been ufually pradifed in this 
£ate^ or may hereafjcer be dire^d by the Legiflature. 
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XXI. That no freeman ought to be taken, or imprifoned, 
or difleized of his freehold, liberties, or'privileges, or out- 
lawed, or exiled, or in any manner dcftroyed, or deprived of 
his life, liberty, or property, but by the judgment of his 
peers, or by the law of the land. 

XXII. That exceflive bail ought not to be required, nor 
«xcc(Iive fines impofed, nor cruel or unufual puoifhmeRts 
inHided, by the courts of law. 

XXIII. That all warrants, without oath or affirmation, 
to fearch fufpe^ed places, or to feize any perfon or property, 
are grievous and oppreffive; and all general warrants — to 
fearch fufpe^ed places, or to apprehend fufpeftcd perfons, 
without naming or defcribing the place, or the perfon in 
fpecial — are illegal and ought not to be granted* 

XXIV. That there ought to be no forfeiture of any part 
of the eftateof any perfon, for any crime except murder, or 
treafon againft the date, and then on})^ on convit^ion aad 
attainder. 

XXV. That a well regulated militia is the proper and 
tiatural defence of a free government* 

• XXVI. That ftanding armies arc dangerous to liberty, 
and ought not to be raifcd or kept up, without confent of 
the Legi flat are. 

XXVII. That in all cafes, and at all times, the military 
ought to be iindei: ftxift fubordinatlon to, and control of the 
civil power. 

XXVII L That no foldier ought to be quartered in any 
houfe in time of peace, without the confent of the owner ; 
and in time of war, in fuch manner only, as the Legiilature 
fliall direi^. 

" XXIX. That iTO perfon, except "regular foldiers, mariners 
and marines in the fervice of this date, or militia when in 
actual fervice, ought in a>ny cafe to be fubjed to, or punifh- 
able by martial law. 

XXX. That the independency and uprightnefs of Judges 
are eflential to the impartial adminiftration of juftice, and a 
great fecurity to the rights and liberties of the people; 
wherefore the Chancellor and Judges ought to hold com- 
iDiflTions during good behaviour; and the fa id Chancellor and 
Judges (hall be removed for m^ifb^haviour, on convi^ion in 
a court of law, and may ]>e removed by the GpvemoT, upon 
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the addrcfs of the General Aflembly : provided that two. 
thirds of all the members of each Houfe concur in fuch 
addrefs. That falaries, liberal, but not profufe, ought to be 
/ecured to the Chancellor and the Judges, during the conti. 
nuance of their commiffions, in fuch manner, and at fuch 
times, as the Legiflaturefhall hereafter direft, upon confider- 
ation of the circumilances of this ftate. No Chancellor or 
Judge ought to hold any other office, civil or military, or 
receive fees or perquifites of any kind. 

XXXI. That a long continuance, in the firft executive 
departments of power or truft, is dangerous to liberty ; a 
rotation, therefore, in thofe departments, is one of the bcft 
fecurities of permanent freedom. 

XXXII* That no perfon ought to hold, at the fame time, 
more than one office of profit, nor ought any perfon, in 
public truft, to receive any prefent from any foreign prince or 
ftate, or from the United States, or any of them, without the 
approbation of this ftate. 

XXXIII. That, as it is the duty of every man, to wor- 
fhip God in fuch manner, as he thinks moft acceptable to 
him, all perfons, profeffing the Chriilian religion, are equally 
entitled to prote^ion in their religious liberty ; wherefore 
DO perfon ought by any law, to be moleded in his perfon or 
eftate, on account of his religious perfuafion or profeffion, 
or for his religious pra^ice ; unlefs, under colour of religion, 
any man (hall dillurb the good order, peace, or fafety of the 
date, or Hiall infringe the laws of morality, or injure others 
in their natural, civil, or religious rights : nor ought any 
perfon to be compelled to frequent, or maintain, or contri. 
bute, unlefs on contra^, to maintain any particular place of 
worfhip, or any particular miniftry ; yet the Legiflature 
may, in their difcretion, lay a general and equal tax, for the 
fupportof the Chriftian religion; leaving to each individual 
the power of appointing the payment over of the money, 
coUe^ed from him, to the fupport of any particular place of 
worfhip or minifter, or for the benefit of the poor of his own 
denomination, or the poor in general of any particular 
county : but the churches, chapels, glebes, and all other 
property, now belonging to the church of England, o»ght to 
remain to the church of England for ever. And all a^s of 
A&mblyj lately pafTedj for coUeding moaiei for building oj; 
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repairing particalar churchcE or chapels of eafe, Ihall conti- 
nac in force, and be executed, unlefs the Legiflature (ball, by 
aft, fuperfede or repeal the fame : but no county court fhall 
affefs any quantity of tobacco, or fum of money, hereafter, 
on the application of any veftry-men or church wardens ; and 
every encumbent of the church of England, who hath re- 
mained in his pariih, and performed his duty, (hall be enti. 
tied to receive the provifion and fopport eftabliflied by the adl, 
entitled *' An aft, for thefupport of the clergy of the church 
of England, in this province," till the November court of 
this prcfent year, to be held for the county in which his 
parifh (hall lie, or partly lie, or for fuch time as he hath re- 
mained in his parifh, and performed his duty. 

XXXIV. That every gift, fale, or devifc of lands, to 
any minifter, public teacher, or preacher, of the gofpel, as 
fuch, or to any religious feft, order, or denomination, or to, 
or for the fupport, ufe, or benefit of, or in truft for, any mi- 
nifter, public teacher, or preacher, of the gofpel, as fuch, 
or any religious feft, order, or denomination — and eVery gift 
or fale of goods, or chattels, to go in fucceffidn, or to take 
place after the death of the feller or donor, or to, or for fuch 
fupport, ufe, or benefit — and alfo every devife of goods or 
chattels to, or for the fupport, ufe, or benefit of any rainifler, 
public teacher, or preacher of the gofpel, as fuch, or any 
religious feft, order, or denomination, without the leave of 
the Legiflature, (hall be void ; except always any fale, gift, 
leafe, or devife of any quantity of land, not exceeding two 
-acres, for a church, meeting, or other houfe of wbrftiip, and 
for a burying ground, which (hall be improved, enjoyed, or 
ufed o«ly for fuch purpofe— or fuch fale, gift, leafe, or devife, 
ihall be void. 

XXXV'.'That no other teft or qualification ought to b« 
required, on admiifion to any ofice of trull or profit, than 
f«ch oath of fupport and fidelity to this State, and fuch oath 
of ofiice, a« (hall be direftcd by this Convention, or the Le- 
giflature of this (late, and a declaration of a belief in the 
Chriftian religion. 

XXXVI. That the manner of adminiftering an oath to 
any perfon, ought to be fuch, as thofe of the religious per. 
ftiafion, profeflion, or denomination, of which fuch perfon is 
ane, generally eflecm ^ moft effeftual confirmation, by the 
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atteftation of the Divine Being. And that the people called 
Quakers, thofe called Dunkers, and thofe called Menonifts, 
holding it unlawful to' take an oath on any occaiion, ought 
to be allowed to make their folemn affirmation, in the man. 
ner that Quakers have been heretofore allowed to affirm ; and 
to be of the fame avail as an oath, in all fuch cafes, as the 
affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepted wirhin 
this date, inftead of an oath. And further, on fuch affirmation, 
warrants to fearch forHolen goods, or for the apprehenfion or 
commitment of offenders, ought to be granted, or fecurity 
for the peace awarded, and Quakers, Dunkers, or MenoniO^s, 
ought alfo, on their folemn affirmation, as aforefaid, to be 
admitted as witneffes, in all criminal cafes not capital* 

XXXyil. That the city of Annapolis ought to have all 
its rights,, privileges, and benefits, agreeable to its charter^ 
and the ads of AfTembly confirming and regulating the fame, 
fubjed neverthelefs to fuch alterations as may be made by this 
Convention or any future Legiflature. 

XXXVIII. That the liberty of the prefs ought to be 
inviolably prefer ved. 

XXXIX. That! monopolies are odious, contrary to the 
fpirit of a free government, and the principles of commerce ; 
and ought not to be fuifered. 

XL. That no title of nobility, or hereditary honours, 
ought to he granted in this ftate. 

XLI. That the fubfifting refblves of this, and the feve- 
ral Conventions, held for this colony, ought to be in force, as 
laws, unlefs altered by this Convention, or the Legiflature of 
this flate. 

XLII. That this Declaration of Rights, or the Form of 

Qpvernment, to be eflablifhed by this Convention, or any 

part or either of them, ought not to be altered, changed, or 

abolifhed, by the Legiflature of this ftate, but in fuch man- 

• as this Convention fhall prefcribe and dired. 

This Declaration of Rights was affented to, and pafTed, in 

tivention of the Delegates of the freemen of Maryland, 

j^un and held at Annapolis, the 14th day of Auguft A. D. 

By order of the Convention, 

MAT. TILGHMAN, ^reftdent. 
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THE CONSTITUTION OR FORM OP 
GOVERNMENT, Sec. 



I. That the Lcgiflaturc confift of two diftin^ branchest a 
Senate and Houfe of Delegates, which ihall be filled, Tht 
General AJJemhly of Maryland, 

II. That the Houfe of Delegates ihall be chofen in the fol- 
lowing manner: All freemen, above twenty-one years of 
age, having a freehold of fifty acres of land in the county, in 
"which they offer to vote, and refiding therein — and all free- 
men, having property in this ftate, above the value of thirty 
pounds current money, and having refided in the couaty, ia 
which they offer to vote, one whole year next preceding the 
«leAion — ftiall have a right of fuffrage, in the eled^ion of 
Delegates for fuch county : and all freemen fo qualified, fhall, 
on the firft Monday of Odlober, feventeen hundred and feven- 
ty.feven, and on the fame day in every year thereafter, 
afiemble in the counties, in which they are refpef^ively qua- 
lified to vote, at the court-houfe in the faid counties ; of at 
fuch other place as the Legiflature (hall dire^ \ and when 
affembled, they (hall proceed to eleft, <vt'va nfoce, four Dele- 
gates for their refpedire counties, of the moft wife, feniible, 
and difcreet of the people, reiidents in the county, where they 
arc to be chofen, one whole year next preceding the eled^ion, 
above twenty-one years of age, and having, in the ftate, real 
or perfonal property, above the value of five hundred pounds 
current money ; and upon the final cafting of the polls, the 
four perfons, who (hall appear to have the greateft number of 
legal votes (hall be declared and returned duly eleded for ] 
their refpedive countries. 

III. That the Sheriff of each county, or, in cafe of fick- 
nefs, his deputy, (fummoning two Juftices of the county, 
who are required to attend for the prefervation of the peace) 
fhall be the judgcb of the ele<flion, and may adjourn from 
day today, if neceffary, till the fame be fini(hed, fo that the 
whole eledtion (hail be concluded in four days ; and (hall 
make his return thereof, under his hand, to the Chancellor 
of ihis ftate for the time being. 

IV. That all perfons, qualified by the charter of the city 
of Annapolis, to vote for biifgeffes, (hall, on the fame firft 
Monday of Oftober, feventeen hundred and fcvcniy-fevcD, 
and on the fameday in every year for ever thereafter, cleft. 
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i97va 'voire, by a majority of votes, two delegates, qualified 
agreeable to the faid charter ; that the Mayor, Recorder, 
and Aldermen, of the faid city, or any three of thera, ht 
judges of th« ele^iion, appoint the place in the faid city for 
holding the fame, and may adjourn from <lay to day, as afore- 
faid, and ihall make return thereof as aforefaid : but the inha* 
bitants of the faid city (hall not be entitled to vote for Deler 
gates for Anne. Arundel county, unlefs they have a freehold of 
fifty acres of land in the county diftindl from the city. 

V. That all perfons, inhabitants of Baltimore town, and 
having the fame qualifications, as eledlors in the county, fhall^ 
on the fame firft Monday in Odlober, feventeen hundred and 
fcvcBty-fcven, and on the fame day in every year forever 
thereafter, at fuch place in the faid town, as the Judges (hall 
appoint, eleft viva voce, by a majority of votes, two dele^P 
gates, qualified as aforefaid : but if the faid inhabitants of 
the town ihall fo decreafe, as that a number of perfons, hav* 
ing a right of fufiTrage therein, (hall have been, for the fpace 
of feven years fucceflivcly, lefs than one^half the number of 
Toters in fome one county in this ftate, fuch town fball 
thenceforward ceafe to fend two Delegates or Reprefentative» 
to the Houfe of Delegates, Qntil the faid town ihall have one. 
half of the number of voters in fome one county in this 
ftate, 

VI. That the commiffioners of the faid town, or any three 
or more of them, for the time being, (hall be judges of the 
faid eledion, and may adjourn as aforefaid, and (hall make 
return thereof, as aforefaid : but the inhabitants of the faid 
towi) (hall not be entitled to vote for, or be ele^ed, Delegates 
for Baltimore county : neither (hall the inhabitants of Baltic 
more county, out of the limits of Baltimore town, be entitled 
to vote for, or be eledled. Delegates for the faid town. 

VII. That on refufal, death, difqualification, refignation, 
or removal out of this (late, of any Delegate, or on his 
becoming Governor, or member of the Council, a warrant 
of eledion (hall iiTue by the Speaker, for the election of ano- 
ther in his place ; of which ten days notice, at leaft (exclud. 
ing the day of notice, and the day of eledion) (hall be 
given. 

VIII. That not lefs than a majority of the Delegates, 
with their Speaker (to be chofen by them, by ballot) confti- 

O 
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cute a Houfe> for the tranfadlion of any bufinefs^ otker than, 
that of adjourning. 

IX. That the Houfe of Delegates (hall judge of the dec- 
tioni and qoalificatioos of Delegates. 

X. That the Houfe of Delegates may originate all money 
bills, propofe billi to the Senate, or receive thofe ofl^ed by 
that body ; and aflent, diiTent, or propofe amendments ; that 
they may enquire, on the oath ot witneifes, info all com* 
plaints, grievances, and offences, as the grand inqueft of chia 
Itate, and may commit any perfon, for any crime, to the pub. 
lie jail, there to remain till he be difcharged by due courfe 
of law. They may expel any member, tor a great mifde- 
meanor, but not a fecond time for the fame caufe^ They may 
examine and pafs all accounts of the date, relating either to 
the colledion or expenditure of the revenue, or a{^int audi^ 
tors to ftate and adjuft the fame. They may call for all public 
or official papers and records, and fend for perfons whom they 
may judge nccefiary in the courfe of their enquiries, concer&« 
ing affairs relating to the public intereft ; and may dired all 
office bonds (which Ihall be made payal^e to the flate) to be 
fued for any breach of duty. 

XI. That the Senate may be at full and perfe^ lib^ty to 
exercife their judgment in pafllng laws — and that they, may 
not be compelled by the Houfe of Delegates, either to reje^ 
a money bill, which the emergency of affairs may require, or 
CO affcnt to fome other adt of legiflation, in their conscience 
and judgment, injurious to the public welfare — the Houfe of 
Delegates fhall not, on any occafion, or under any pretence, 
annex to, or blend with a money bill, any matter, claufe, or 
thing, not immediately relating to, and neceffsry for the 
impofiog, adefSng, levying, or applying the taxes or fnpplies 
to be raifed for the fupport of government, or the cvrrent 
expenfes of the (iate : and to prevent altercation about fuch 
bills, it is declared, that no bill, impofing duties or cuftoms 
for the mere regulation of commerce, or infilling fines for 
the reformation of morals, or to enforce the execution of the 
laws, by which an incidental revenue may arife, fhall ba 
accounted a money bill : but every bill afleffing, levying or 
applying taxes or fupplies for the fupport of government, or 
the current expenfes of the ftate, or appropriating money in- 
the treafury, (hall be deemed a money bilU 
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XII. That tifje Houfc of Delfgatcimay punilh, by Impri- 
fbnment, any perfon who (hall be guilty of a contempt in 
their view, by any diforderly or riotous behaviour, or by 
threats to, or abuic of their members^ or by any obilru(flion 
to their proceedings. They may alfo punifli, by imprifon* 
ment^ any perfon, who (hall be guilty of a breach of privi- 
lege, by arrcfling on civil procefs, or by aflWnlting any of 
their members, during their fitting, or on their way to, or 
retorn from the Houfe of Delegates, or by any affault of, or 
obdrudion to their officers, in the execution of any order or 
procefs. Or by aflaohing or obftrufting any witncfs, or any 
other perfon, attending on, or on their way to, cr from the 
Houfe, or by refcuing any perfon coram it ted by the Houfe : 
«iul the Senate may exercife the fame power, in fimiiar cafes. 

XIII. That the Treafarers (one for the weftern, and ano- 
ther for the eaftern fhore) and the Commiffioncrs of the Loan 
Office, may be appointed by the Houfe of Delegates, during 
their pleafure ; and in cafe of refufal, death, refignation, dif^ 
Qualification^ or removal out of the flate, of any of the faid 
Commiffioners or Treafurers, in the recefs of the General 
Afifembly, the Governor, with the advice of the Council, 
may appoint and commiffion a fit and proper perfon to fuch 
Tacaat office, to hold the fame, untii the mcctifr^ zf the next 
General AfTembly, 

XIV. That the Senate be chofen in the following manner; 
Ali pcrfons, qualified, as aforefaid, to vote for county Dele- 
gates, fhall, on the firft day of September, 1781, and on the 
fame day in every fifth year for ever thereafter, cleft, *vi<i'a 
voce J by a majority of votes, two pcrfons for their refpe^irc 
counties (qualified, as aforefaid, to be eiedled county Dele. 
gates) to be elcftors of the Senate : and the Sheriff of each 
county, or, in cafe of fickncfs, his Deputy ffummoning two 
Jufiices of the county, who are required to attend, for the 
prefervarion of the peace,) (hall hold and be judge of the faid 
election, and make return thereof, as aforefaid. And all pcr- 
fons qualified as aforefaid, to vote for delegates for the city of 
Annapolis and Baltimore town, (hal), on the fame firft Mon- 
day of September, 178 1, and on the fame day in every fifth 
year forever thereafter, cleft, oflnja *voce^ by a majority of 
votes, one perfon for the faid city and town refpeftively,- 
qualified as aforefaid^ to be elefted a Delegate for the faid 
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city and town refpcftivcly ; the faid ele^Vion to be heldh 
the fame m.inner, as the eledion of Delegates for the faid 
city and town ; the right to eleft the faid elector, with 
rcfped to Baltimore town^ to continue as long, as the right 
to elc^ Delegates for the f?id town, 

XV. That the faid ele^ors of the Senate meet at the city 
of Annapolis, or fuch other place as ihall be appointed for 
convening the Legiflature, on the third Monday in Septem- 
ber, 178 1, and on the fame day in every fifth year forever 
thereafter, and they, or any twenty-four of them fb iper, 
ihall proceed to eled^, by ballot, either out of their own body, 
or the people at large, fifteen Senators (nine of whom to be 
rcfidents on the wtfiern, and fix to be refidcnts on the eailera 
ibort) men of the moft wifdom, experience and virtue, above 
twenty -five years of age, refidents of the ftatc above three 
whole yeais next preceding the eledlion, and having real 
»nd perfonal property, above the value of one thoufand pounda 
current money, 

XVI. 1 hat the Senators (hall be balloted for, at one and 
the fame time, and out of the gentlemen refident3 of the 
wefiem (horc, who fhall be prcpofed as Senators,, the niho 
who {hall, on firiking the ballots, appear to have the greateft 
r»umber« 'm therr favour, Ihall be accordingly declared and 
returned duly elefted ; and out of the gentlemen, refidenti, 
of the eaftern (hore, who (hall be propofed as Senators, the 
fix who (hall, on firiking the ballots, appear to have tho 
greateft number in their favour, (hall be accordingly declared 
^nd rctm^ned dalyelefted ; and if two or more, on the fame 
fiiore, (hall have an equal number ©f ballots in their favour, 
by which the choice Ihall not be determined on the firft bal- 
lot, then the ele^ors (hall ag.an ballot before they feparate, 
in which they (liall be confined to the perfons who on the 
firft ballot (hall have had an equal number ; and they who 
ftiall have the greateft number in their favour on the fecond 
ballot, (hall be accordingly declared and returned duly ele^^ 
«d ; and if the whole number (hould not thus be made up, 
becaufe of an equal number on the fecond ballot ft ill being in 
favour of two or more perfons, then the eleftion (hall be 
determined by lot, between thofe who have equal numbers; 
which proceedings of the dehors (hall be certified under 

their handset andi returned lo the Chapcello^ for the im^ 
being. 
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XVII. That the eleftors of Senators (hall jodge of the 
qoaiifications and elections of members of their body ; and 
on a conteft^d eled^iony (hall admit to a feat> as an ele^or,* 
fuch qaalified pcrfon, ai ihali appear to them to have th« 
created number of legal votes in his favour. 

XVIII. That the eleftors, immediately on their meeting, 
and before they proceed to the eleftion of Senators, take 
foch oath of fupport and fidelity to this date, as this Con^ 
■vention or the Legislature (hall direft, and alfo an oath, " to 
•cled^i without favoor, affeftion, partiality, or prejudice, 
fuch perfons for Senators as they, in their judgment and 
confcience, believe bell qualified for the ofiice,'* 

XIX. That in cafe of refufal, death, refignation, difqtia- 
lification, or removal out of this ftate, of any Senator, or 
on his becoming Governor, or a member of the Council, the 
Senate Ihall, immediately thereupon, or at their next meeting 
thereafter, elcd^ by ballot^ (in the fame manner a« the elec- 
tors are above direded to choofe Senators) another perfon irt 
liis place, foi* the refidue of tiie faid term of &vt years. 

XX. That -not lefs than a ihajority of the Senate, with 
their Prefident, '{to be chofen by them, by ballot) fhall con. 
ftitute a Hoafe, for the iranfading any bafinefs, other tlian 
that of adjourning^ 

XXI. That the Senate fliall Judge of the eledioas anct 
qualifications of Senators^ 

XXII. That the Senate Tnay>)riginate any other, except 
money bills, to which their afTcnt or di(fent only ihall be 
^ven ; and may receive any other bills from the Houfe of 
Delegates, and afient, diflenr, or propofe amendments. 

XXIII. That the General AfTcmbly meet annually, on 
the firft Monday of November, and if neceffary, oftener. 

XXIV. That each Houfe (hall appoint its own officers, 
and fettle its own rules of proceeding* 

XXV. That a perfon of wifdoro, experience^ and virtue^ 
fiiall be chofen Governor, on the fecond Monday of Novem- 
ber, fcvcnteen hundred and feventy-fcven, and on the fecond 
Monday in every year for ever thereafter, by the joint ballot 
of both Hoofesi (to be tafccn in each Houfe refpeftively) dc^ 
pofited in a conference room ; the boxes to be exaniined by « 
joint committee of both Hotifes, and the numbers feverali/ 
reported, that the appointment may be entered ; nvhich mode 
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of takinff the joint ballot of both Houfesv Ikattbe adoptecf 
in all caies. But if two or more (ball have an equal number 
of ballots in their favor, by which the choice (hall not be 
determined on the firft ballot, then a fecond ballot (hall be 
taken, which (hall be confined to the perfons, who on^the 
dt^ ballot, (hall have had an equal number > and if the baU 
lots ihoold again be equal between two or moreperfcns, then 
the eledlion of the Governor (hall be determined hy lot, 
betweer? ihofe, who have equal numbers : and if the perfon 
chofcn Governor (hall die, refign, remove out of the ftat«, 
0/ refufc to a6\j (the General A(rembly fitting) the Senate 
and Houfe of Delegates (hall, immediately thereupon, pro- 
ceed ro a new choice, in manner aforefaid* 

XXV L That the Senators and Delegates, on the fecond 
Toefday of November, frventce n hundred and feventy-fcven, 
and annually on tl>€ fecond Tuefd/iy of November forever 
thereafter, eleft by joint ballot (in the fame manner, as Sena- 
tors are directed fo be chofen) five of the moft fenlible, dif- 
creet, and experienced men, above twenty-five years of age, 
Jt4ifidcnts in the f^ate above three years next preceding the 
cledtion^ and having therein a freehold of lands and tenements, 
above^ the value of one thoufand pounds current money, to be 
the Council to the Governor, whofe proceedings (hall be 
always entered on record, to any part whereof any membef 
may enter his diffent, and their advice, if fo required by the 
Governor, or any member of the Council, (hall be given in 
writing, and figned by the members giving the fame refpcc- 
^ively : which proceedings of the Council (hall be laid be- 
fore the- Senate or Houfc of Delegates,, when called for by 
th.ern, or either of thcm< The Council may appoint their 
t>wft Ckrk, who (hall takefuch oath of fupport and fidelity^ 
to this date, as this Convention, or the Legidature, (hall 
rlire^ ; and of fecrecy, in fuch matters, as he (hall be dire^ed 
by the board to keep (ecret. 

XXVII. That the Delegates to Congrefs, from this ftate^ 
fliall be chofcn annually, or fupcrfeded in the mean time, by 
the joint ballot of both Houfes of Aflembly ; and that there be 
a rotation, in fuch manner, that at leafii two of the number be 
annually changed; and no perfon (hall be capable of being a 
Delegate to Congrcfs for more than three in any terra of fix 
years y and no perfon, who holds any office of profit in thci 
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gift of Congrcfs, (hall be eligible to fit in Congrefs ; but if 
appointed to any fuch office, his feat (hall be thereby vacated. 
That no perfon, unlefs above twenty.one years .of age, and 
a refident in the ftate niore than five years next preceding 
the eledlion, and having real and perfonal eflate in this flate^ 
above the value of one thoufand pounds current moiiey^ fhall 
be eligible to fit in Congrefs. 

XXVIII. That the Senators and Delegates, immediately 
on their annual meeting, and before they proceed to any bu- 
iincfs, and every perfon, hereafter eledled a Senator or Dele- 
gate before he ads as fuch — (hall take an oath of fupport and 
fidelity to this ftate, as aforcfaid ; and before the ekdion of 
a Governor, or Members of the Council, (hall take an oath> 
** to eleft without favour, afFedion, partiality, or prejudice^ 
fucb perfon as Governor, or Member of the Council, as they, 
in their judgment and' confcience, believe bed qualified for 
the office." 

XXIX. That the Senate and Delegates may adjourn them-. 
felves refpeftively : but if the two Houfes (hould not agree oi^ 
the fame time, but adjourn to different days, then fhall the 
Governor appoint and notify one of thofe days, or fome dsiy\ 
between ; and the AfTerably (hall then meet and be held ac- 
cordingly : and he (liall, if neceflary, by advice of the Council^ 
call them before the time, to which they (hall in any manner 
be adjourned, on giving not lefs than ten days notice thereof 5 
but the Governor (hall not adjourn the AfTembly, otherwifc 
than as aforefaid, nor prorogue or diifolve it at any time. 

XXX. That no perfon, unlefs above twenty-five years of 
age, a refident in this ftate above &vc years next preceding the 
feledtion — and having in the ftate real and perfonal property, 
above the value of five thoufand pounds current money, (one 
thoufand pounds whereof, at leaft, to be freehold eftate) fhijill 
be eligible as Governor. 

XXXI. That the Governor (hall not continue in that of- 
fice, longer than three years fuccefiively, nor be eligible as 
Governor, until the expiration of four yearsj after he (hall 
have been out of that office. 

XXXIL That upon the deoth, refignation, or removal 
out of this ftate, of the Governor, the firft named of tb^ 
Council, for the time being, (hall aft as Governor, and qua- 
lify in the fame manner, and (hall immediately call a meeting 
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of the General A0*emb]yj giving not lefs than fourteen day 9 
notice of the meeting, at which meeting, a Governor Ihali 
be appointed, in manner aforefaid, for the refidiie of the jcar. 
XXXIIL That the Governor, by and with the advice and 
confent of the Council, may embody the militia ; and, when 
embodied^ (hall alone have the diredtion thereof; amd (hall 
alfo have the diredlion of all the regular land and fea forces, 
under the laws of this (late, (but he fhall not command in 
{)erron, unlefs odvifed thereto by the Council, and then on. 
iy {q long, as they (hail approve thereof;) and may alone 
txercife all other the executive po^wers of government, where 
the concurrence of the Council rs not required, according ta 
nhe laws of this ftate, and grant reprieves or pardons, far any 
crime, except in fuch cafes where the law fhall otherwife 
diredl : and may, during the recefs of the General AfTcmbly, 
lay embargoes, to prevent the departure of any fliipping, or 
the exportation of any commodities, for any time not exceed- 
ing thirty days in any one year — fummoning the General Af. 
fembly to meet within the time of the continuance of fuch 
embargo : and may alfo order and compel any veffel to ride 
quarantine, if fuch veiTel, or the port from which fhe may 
have come, Ihall, on ilrong grounds, be fufpe^d to be in« 
ie^ed with the plague : but the Governor ihali nor, under 
any pretence, exercifc any power or prerogative, by virtue 
<)f any law, flatute, orcuftom of England or Great Britain. 

XXXIV. That the Members of the Council, or any three 
©r more of them, when convened, ffaall conftitute a board,, 
for the tranfafting of bufinefs 5 that the Governor, for the j 
time being, fhall prefide in th« Council, and be entitled to a ' 
vote, on all queftions, in which the Council fhall be divid- 
ed in opinion: and, in theabfenceof the Governor, thefirfl 
named of the Council fhall prefide ; and, as fuch, fhall alfo 
vote, in all cafes, where the other Members difagree in their 
opinion. 

XXXV. That, in cafe of refofal, death, reffgnation, dif* 
qoalifkation, or removal out of tie ftate, of any ^erfon cho- 
fen a Member of the Council, the Members thereof, immedi- 
acely thereupon, or at their next meeting thereafter, fhall 
eieit by ballot, another perfon {^jualiiied as aforefaid) in bi» 
place, for the refidue of the year, 

XXXVI. That tb« CoiHiciMhall bavO' powef to mak« the 
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great fcal of this ftate, which fliall be kept by the Chancellor 
for the time being, and affixed to all laws^ commiflions, grants^ 
and other public teftimonials^ as has been heretofore prac- 
tifed in this flate. 

XXXVIL That no Senator, Delegate of AfTembly, or 
Member of the Council, if he (hall qualify as fuch, fliall hold 
or execute any office of profit, or receive the profits of any of- 
fice exercifed by any other perfon, during the time, for which 
he flxali be eleded ; nor fliall any Governor be capable of 
holding any other office of profit in this ftate, while he ad^s 33 
fuch. And no perfon, holding a place of profit or receiving 
any part of the profits thereof, or receiving the profits or any 
part of ihe profits arifing on any agency, for the fupply of 
cloathinfforprovifions for the army or navy, or holding any 
office under the United States, or any of them — or a mini- 
ftcr, or preacher of the goipel, of any denomination — or any 
perfon employed in the regular land fervice, or marine, of this 
or the United States— tftiall have a feat in the General Afrem^ 
bly, or the Council of this ftate. 

XXXVIII. That every Governor, Senator, Delegate t6 
Congrefs, or Aflembly, and Member of the Council, before 
be adls as fuch^^ fliall take an oath^ ** that he will not receive, 
dircftly or indireftly, at any time, any part of the profits of 
any office^ held by any other perfon, during his afting in hi» 
office of Governor, Senator, Delegate to Congrefs, or Aflem. 
bly, or Member of the Council, or the profits, or any part of 
the profits, arifing on any agency, for the fupply of cloathing 
or provifions for the army or navy/* 

XXXIX. That if any Senator, Delegate to Congrefs or 
Aflembly, or Member of the Council, fliall hold or execute 
any office of profit, or receive dired^ly or indireftly, at any? 
time, the profits or any part of the profits, of any office exer- 
cifed by any other perfon, during his adding as Senator, Dc* 
legate to Congrefs or Afl*embly, or Member of the Council-— 
his feat (on convi^ion, in a court of law, by the oath of 
two credible witnefles) fliall be void ; and he fliall fuffer th^ 
punifliment of wilful and corrupt perjury, or be baniflied thiit 
ftate forever, or difqualified forever from holding any officQ 
pr place of truft or profit, as the court may judge, 

XL. That the Chancellor, all Judges, the Attorney Ge* 
neral, Clerks pf the General Court, the Clerks of the Cpwit/ 
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Courts, the Regtfters of the Land Office, and the Regiilers of 
Wills, (hall hold their commtffions during good behaviour, 
removable only for milbeliaviour, on con virion in a court 
of law. 

XLI. That there be a Rcgiftcr of Wills anointed for 
each county, who ihall be commiflioned by the GoTernoe, 
on the joint recommendation of the Senate and Houfe of Pe* 
legates ; and that upon the death, refignation, difqualtfica. 
tion, or removal out of the county, of any Regiftcr of Wilh, 
in the recefs of the General Aflembly, the Governor, with 
the advice of the Council, may appoint ' and commifHon, i 
£t and proper perfon to fuch vacant office, to hold the fame^ 
until the meeting of the General Affembly. 

XLII. That Sheriffs (hall be eledled in each county, by 
ballot, every third year; that it to fay, two perfons for the 
office of Sheriff for each county, the one of whom having the 
majority of votes, or if both have an equal number,, either 
of them, at the difcretion of the Governor, to be commiffion- 
ed by the Governor for the faid office ; and having ferved 
for three years, fuch perfon (hall be ineligible for the four 
years next fuccecding ; bond with fccurity to be taken every 
year, as ufual ; and no Sheriff (hall be qualified to a^, be« 
fore the fame is given. In cafe of death, refufal, lefignationj 
difqualification, or removal out of the county, before the ex- 
piration of the three years, the other perfon, chofen as afore, 
faid, (hall be commi(noned by the Governor, to execute the 
faid office, for the refidue of the faid three years, the faid 
perfon giving bond and fecurity as aforefaid ; and in caf» 
of his death, refufal, reiignation, difqualification, or removal 
out of the county, before the expiration of the faid three 
years, the Governor, with the advice of the Council, may 
nominate and commiffion a fit and proper perfon, to execute 
the faid office for the refidue of the faid three years, the 
faid perfon giving bond and fecurity as aforefaid. The elec 
tion (hall be held, at the fame time and place, appoint* 
ed fo^ the eledlion of Delegates ; attd the Juftices, there 
fummoncd to attend, for the prefer vation of the peace, 
(hall be judges thereof, and of the qaalificatier^ of candi. 
dates, who ihall appoint a clerk to take the ballots. All 
freemen, above the age of twenty-one years, havinr a free. 
ifeold of fifty acres of land, in the county, in whifik tkey 
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D^er to ballot, aod refiding therein — and all freemen above 
rde age of twenty-one yearsi and having property in the ftate 
ibove the value of thirty pounds curreht moneys and having 
refided in the county, in which they offer to bailor, one whole 
ptar next preceding the eled^ion — (hall have a right of fuf- 
Fr^fe. No perfon to be eligible to the office of Sheriff for 
\ coonty, bat an inhabitant of the faid county, above the 
ige of twenty.one years, and having real and perfonal pro* 
perty in the ftate, above the value of one thonfand pound* 
current money. The Juilicet ^forefaid, (hall examine the 
ballots ; and the two candidates properly qualified, having 
in each county the majority of legal ballots, (hall be declared 
duly ele^ed for the office of Sheriff for fuch county, and 
ittuined to the Governor and Council, with a certificate oi 
the number of ballots for each of themf 

XLIII. That evtry perfon, who (hall offer to vote for 
Delegates, or for the ele^on of the Senate, or for the Sheriff^ 
(hall, (if required by any three perfons qualified to vote) 
before he be admitted to poll, take fuch oath or affirmation^ 
of fuppoct and fidelity to this ftate, as this Convention, or 
the LegiHature, (hall dired. 

XLIV. That a Juftice of the Peace may be eligible a* 
a Senator, Delegate, or member of the Council, and may 
continue to a6l, as a Juftice of the Peace. 

XLV. That no fidd officer of the militia be eligible as a 
Senator, Delegate, or member of the Council. 

XLVI. That all civil officers, hereafter to be appointed 
for the feveral counties of this ftate, (hall have been reft, 
dents of the county, refpe^ively, for which they (hall be 
appointed, fix months next before their appointment; and 
(hall continue refidents of their county, refpe^ively, during 
their continuance in office. 

XLVII. That the Judges of the General Court, and 
Jufticcs of the County Courts, may appoint the clerks of their 
tefpedtlve courts ; and in cafe of refufal, death, refignation, 
difqualification, or removal out of the ftate, or from their 
rcfpedivc (hores, of the clerks of the General Court or 
either of them, in the vacation of the faid court — and in 
cafe of the refufal, death, refignation, difqualification, or 
t^oval out of the county, of any of the faid county clerks, 
in the vacation of the County Court^ of which he is clerk — 
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the Governor, with the advice of the Council^ may appoint 
•nd commiiTion a fit and proper perfon to fuch vacant office 
refpe^if ely, to hold the fame until the meeting of the next 
General Coart, or County Court, as the cafe may be. 

XLVIII. That the Governor, for the time being, with 
the advice and confent of the Council, may appoint the Chan, 
cellor, and all Judges and Juftices, the Attorney -General, 
Naval Officers, Officers in the regular land and fea fervice, 
Officers of the Militia, Regiflers of the land-office, Sur- 
▼eyors, and all other civil officers of government, (Affeflbrs, ■ 
Conftables, and Overfeers of the Roads, only excepted) and i 
may alfo fufpend or remove any civil officer, who has not a 
commiffion, during good behaviour ; and may fufpend any 
militia officer, for one month : and may alfo fufpend or ^ 
remove any regular officer in the land or fea fervice : and j 
the Governor may remove or fufpend any militia officer, in I 
purfuance of the judgment of a Court Martial. i 

XLIX. That all civil officers of the appointment of the j 
Governor and Council, who do not hold commiflions during 
good behaviour, (hall be appointed annually in the third , 
week of November. But if any of them fhall be re-appointed, ; 
they may continue^ to a<5l, without any new commiffion or 
qualification : and every officer, though not r«-appointed, ! 
(hall continue to a6^, until the perfon who &all be appointed ' 
and commiffioned in his flead, fhall be qualified. 

L. That the Governor, every member of the Council, and' j 
€Very Judge and Juftice, before they ad as fuch, (hall refpec- j 
tively take an oath, " That he will not, through favour, ] 
affedlioff^ or partiality, vote for any perfon to office ; and 
that he will vote for fuch perfon, as, in his judgment aod I 
confcience, he believes moft fit, and beft qualified for the i 
office ; and that he has not made, nor will make, any pro- 
mife or engagement, to give his vote or intereft in favour of 
«ny perfon." 

, LI. That there be two Regifters of the land office, one 
upon the weftern, and one upon the eaflern (hore ; that (hort 
extrafls of the grants arid certificates of the land, on the 
weft em and eaftern ftiores, refpeftively, be made in feparate 
books, at the public expcnfe, and depofited in the offices of 
the faid Regifters, in fuch manner, as (hall hereafter be pro- 
vided by the General Affcmbly. 
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til. That every Chancellor, Ju4ge, Rcgtftcr of Willt^ 

Commiflioner of the Loan Office, Atcorney-General, Sheriff, 

Trcafurer, Naval Officer, Regiftcr of the Land Office, Re- 

gtfter of the Chancery Court, and eyery Clerk of the Com^ 

xnon Law Courts, Surveyor, and Auditor of the Public 

Accounts, before he ad^s as fuch, (hall take an oadi *^ that he 

will not directly or indiredly receive any fee or reward, f(Qrt 

doing his offi\^ of , but what is, or (h&H 

be allowed bj^ law ; nor will, diredly or indireftly, receive 

the profits or aL*y part of the profits of any office, held by Bxif 

other perfon ; and that he does not hold the £imt office io 

trufi, or for the benefit of any other perfon." 

LIIL That if any Governor, Chancellor, Judge, Kem^bdt 
of Wills, Attorney-General, Regider of the L^nd Cmci^ 
Regifter of the Chancery Court, or any Clerk of the Com. 
men Law Courts, Treafjurer, Naval Officer, Sheriff, Survey or> 
or Auditor of Public Accounts, fhall receive dire^ly or indi* 
redly, at any time, the profits, or any part of the profits of 
any office, held by any other perfon, during his adling in tfa9 
office, to which he is appointed ; his eledion, appointmenr, 
and commiffion (on convid^ioi), in a court of law, by oath c^ 
,two credible witnefifes) (hall be rqid ; and he (hall fi»ffer the 
punifhment for wilful and corrupt perjury, or be banifhed thte 
ilate forever, or difqualified forever, from holding any officii 
or place of trufl or profit, as the court may adjudge, 

LIV. That if any perfon (hall give any bribe, prefent^ 
OT reward, or any promife, or any fecarity for the pay*, 
ment or delivery of any money, or any other thing, to ob» 
tain or procure a vote, to be Governor, Senator, Delegate 
to Congrefs, or Affembly, Member of the Council, or Judge^ 
or to be appointed to any of the faid offices, or to any office 
of profit or truft, now created or hereafter to be created ia 
this flate — the perfon giving, and the perfon receiving the 
fame (on con virion in a court of law) fhall be forever dif.. 
qualified to hold any office of truft or profit in this kate, 

LV. That every perfon, appointed to any office of profit 
or truft, (hall, before he enters on the execution thereof, take 
the following oath, to wit, " I, J. 3, do fwear. That 
I do not hold myfelf bound in allegiance to the King of 
Great Britainj and that I will be faithful, and bear true 

P 
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allegiance to the ftate of Maryland ;" and (hall alfo fubfcribe 
a declaration of his belief in the Chriilian religion. 

LVI. That there be a Court of Appeals^ eompofed of per- 
Cons of integrity and found judgment in the law, whofe 
judgment (ball be final and concluiive, in all cafes of appeal, 
from the General Court, Court of Chancery, and Court of 
Admiralty : that one perfon of integrity and found J udgment 
in the law, be appointed Chancellor : that three perfons of 
integrity and found judgment in the law, be appointed Jirdges 
of the court now called the Provincial Court; and that the 
-fame court be hereafter called and known by the name of 
The General Court ; which court. fhall iit on the weftern and 
eadern (hores, for tranfa^ing and determining the bufinefs of 
the refpefiive (hores, at fuch times and places, as the future 
LegiQature of this ftate (hall direA and appoint. 

LVII. That the ftyle of all laws run thus ; " Be it enaHed 
hy the General Affemhly of Maryland :** That all public corn* 
mifltons and grants run thus ; ^* The Jfate of Maryland/* Sec. 
and fhall be figned by the Governor, and attefled by .the 
Chancellor, with the feal of the ftate annexed — except mill* 
.tary coromiflions, which (hall not be attefted by the Chancel. 
Jor, or have the feal of the ftate annexed: that all writs 
ihall run in the fame ftyle, and h% attefted, fealed, and figned 
.as ufual. That all indictments fhall conclude, ^* Aga'injl the 
feace^ government y and dignity of the fate,** 

LVI II. That all penalties and forfeitures, heretofore going 
to the king or proprietary, (hall go to the ftate — favc only 
/iich, as the General AfTembly may abolifh or otherwife pro-^ 
.vide for. 

V LIX. That this form of government, and the declaratioit 
of rights, and no part thereof, (hall be altered, changed, or 
«boli(hed, unlefs a bill io to alter, change, or abolifh the fame, 
fiiall pafs the General Affembly, and be publifhed at leaft 
three months before a new elediion, and (hall be confirmed by 
jthe General AfTembly, after a new elcftion of Delegates, in 
the firft feftion after fuch new eledion ; provided that no. 
thing in this form of government, which relates to the eaft- 
>ern (here particularly, fhall at any time hereafter be altered, 
unlefs. for the alteration and confirmation thereof, at leaft 
two-thirds of all the members of each branck of the General 
JkJembly (hall concur. 
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1>X. That every bill, paffed by the General Aflcmbly, 
when engroffed, fhall be prefented by the Speaker of the 
Hoafe of Delegates, in the Senate, to the Governor for the 
time being, who fhall iign the fame, and thereto affix the 
great feal, in the prefence of the members of both Houfes : 
every law (hall be recorded in the General Court Office of the 
weftern (hore, and in due time printed, publiihed, and certi. 
fied Bnder the great feal to . the feveral County Courts, in 
the fame manner as ha^h been heretofore ufed in this 
fiate. 

This Form of Government was aHTented to, . and paiTed 
in Convention of the Delegates of the freemen o£ 
Maryland, begun and held at the City of Annapolis, 
the fourteenth of Auguft, A, D. one thoufand fevea 
hundred and feventy-fix. 
By order of the Convention, 

M. TILGHMAN, Prefide^t. . 



Amendments to the foregoiitg Coijstitwtion. 

ALL thofe parts of the conftitution and form of govern- 
ment that prevent a citizen, confcientioufly fcrupulous of 
taking an oath in any cafe, and who are permitted by the 
conftitution to affirm in certain cafes, from taking a feat in 
the Legiflature, or from being an eletflor of the Senate, with- 
out taking an oath of fupport to this government, fhall be 
repealed ; and hereafter a folemn affirmation, or declaration of 
fupport to this government may be taken, and fhall be re- 
ceived inflead of an o ith, by any citizen chofen a delegate or 
elciflor of the Senate, confcientioufly fcrupulotis of taking 
an oath in any cafe, and who is permitted by the conflitutioti 
to affirm in certain cafes. Nov« 1788, C. 42, } 2. conSr^ed 
by 1789, C. I. 

Every perfon being a member of either 0/ tjhe fefts or 
focieties called Quakers, Menonifts, Dunkers, or Nkolites, 
or new Quakers, and who fhall be confcienciotifly fcrupii-* 
lous of taking an oath on any occafiori, being otherwife 
qualified and duly eleded a Senator, Delegate, or Eledor 
•f the Senate, or being otherwife qualified and duly appoint* 



1^4 CONSTITUTION^ Ot^ 

cd or defied to any office of profit or truft^ on making, aSc 

nsation indead of takir^ the ftveral oaths appointed by tlic 

eonilitution and form of government, and the feveral ad^s of 

Aflcmbly of this ftate now in force, or that hereafter may be 

nade, fuch perfon may hold and exercife any office of profit 

.or troft to which he may be appointed or dedled, and may^ 

by fuch affirmation, quaHfy himfelf to take a feat in tW 

Legidatare, and to a^ therein as st member of the fame in all 

cafes whatever, or to be an elcOor of the Senate, in as full 

amd ample a manner, aa perfons are now competent and qua. 

Jified to a A who are not confcicntioufly fcrupuloas of taking! 

ftich odth« ; and the feveral clauf<^s and fedlions of the cTonfti- 

tation contrary to the proYifions of this adt, fo far as they 

TiefpeA either of the fe^s or focieties aforefaid, (hall bt 

ji»epealed, on the confirmation hereof.-*~^i794, C. 49, § i, 3% 

confirmed by 1795, C. ii. 

That all and every part of the con(Ktution'^rtd' form of 
goviernment- relating to the judges, time, place, and manner 
•of holding eled^ions in the city of Baltimore, and all and 
every part of the fecond, third, fifth, fourteenth and forty^ 
fecond fedtions of the conflitution and form of government 
of this fiat«| which relate to the judges, place, time, and 
manner of holding the feveral eledions for delegates, eled^ors 
of the Senate, and Sheriffs of the feveral counties, be and 
rhe fame are hereby abrogated, repealel, and annulled, and 
the fame (hall hereafter be regulated by law« Fafled i ;^9.8-~ 
^onfirm^d 179^* 



VIRGINIA. 

fhe CONSTITUTION, or Form of Gwetnn(en:ty agreed taf 
and refohved upon by the Delegates and Reprefentat't*vei of the 
fe^erai Counties and Corporations: of Firginia, in a General 
Contention held at Wtlliamfhurgh^ on the 6th of Maj, and" « 
continued hy adjournments to the ^thofjul^, ^11^ • 

"TTi 7E, the Delegates and Reprefcntatives of the good 
VV people of Virginia, do declare the future Fprm of 
©orcrnmcrit of Virginia tt) be as follpw^lh ♦ -^ 
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The Legiflative, Executive, «id Judiciary Departments, 
fiiall be feparace and diftin^, fo that neither exercife the 
powers properly belonging to the other ; nor (hall any per- 
fon exercife the powers of more than one of them at the 
fame time, except that the JuHicesof the County Courts (hall 
be eligible to either Houfe of Aflembly. 

The Legiflative (hall be formed of two didindl branches, 

who, together, (hall be a complete Legiflature. They (hall 

meet once, or oftener, every year, and (hall be called, The 

General AJfemhly 9/ Virginia, One of thefe (hall be called. 

The Hou/e of Delegates^ and confifl of two Reprefentatives, 

to be chofen for each county, and for the di(lr5dl of Weft- ' 

Augufta, annually, of fuch men as aftually refide in, and are 

freeholders of the fame, or duly qualified, according to law, 

and alfo^of one Delegate or Reprefeniative, to be chofen 

annually ios the cily of William(burgh, and one for the 

borough of Tlorfolk, and a Reprefettative for each of fuch 

other cities and boroughs, as may hereafter be allowed par- 

tlculaf reprefentation by the Legiflatur« ; but when any city 

or borough (hall fo decreafe, as that the number of perfons, 

having right of fuffrage therein, (hall have been, for the 

fpace of feven years fucce(rively, lefs than half the number of 

voters in fome one county in Virginia, fuch city or borough 

thenceforward (hall ceafe to fcnd a Delegate or Reprefenta- 

tive to the AfTembly, 

The otlier (hall be called The Senate^ and confift of twenty- 
four Members, of whom thirteen (hall conftitute a Houfe to 
proceed on bufmefs ; for whofe elc^ion, the different coun- 
ties (hall be divided into twenty .four di^rifls ; and each 
county of the refpedive diftridl, at the time of the ele^ion 
of its Delegates, (hall vote for one Senator, who is adually a ' 
re{ident and freeholder within the diftri^, or duly qualified 
according to law, and is upwards of twenty-five years of 
age ; and ^e Sheriffs of each county, within five dayi at 
farthefi, after the lad county eie^ion in the diftrid, fball 
meet at fome convenient place, and from the poll fo taken in 
their refp«dive counties, return, as a Senator, the man who 
Ihall have the greateft number of. votes in the whole diftri<fl. 
Tolceep up this A(rembly by rotation, the diftrifts (hall be 
•qually divided into four claiTes and numbered by lor; At " 
the end of one year> after the general ele^on^ the fix i^em- 

P % 
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bcrs, clcd^cd bv iht firft divifion, {hall be dii^jlaccd, and the 
Vacancies thereby occafioned, fuppiicd from fucb clafs or divi^i. 
fion, by new eledion, in the manner aforefaid. This rota'-^ 
tion fhrill be applied to each divifion, according to its numberj 
end continued in due order annually. 

The right of fufFrage in the election of Members for both 
Houfes, (hall remain as exercifed at prefent ; and each Houfe 
fliall choofc its own Speaker, appoint its own officers, fettle 
its own rules of proceeding, and dired writs of ele^ion, for 
ihe fupplying intermediate vacancies. 

All laws (hail originate in the Houfe of Delegates, to bor 
approved of or rejected by the Senate, or to be amended, 
with confenl of the Houfe of Delegates ; except money bills, 
which in no inftance (hall be altered by the Senate, but 
wholly approved or rejefted. 

A Governor, or Chief Magiftrate, (hall be chofen annc. 
ally by j int ballot of both Houfes (to be tak«ln in each 
Houfe rcfpcftively) depofued in the conference room; the 
boxes examined jointly by a Committee of each Houfe, and 
the numbers feverally reported to them, that the appoint- 
ments may be entered (which (hall be the mode of taking 
the joint ballot of both Houfes in all cafes) who fhall not 
continue in that office longer than three years fucce(Iively, 
Fior be eligible, until the expiration of four years after he 
fhall have been out of that office. An adequate, but mode- 
rate falary (hall be fettled on him, during his continuance 
in office ; and he (hall, with the advice of a Council of (late, 
fxercife the executive powers of government, according to. 
the laws of this commonwealth ; and fhall not, mider any 
j^retence, exercife arvy power or prerogative, by virtue of 
any law, (tatute or cuftom of England. But he (hall, with 
the advice of the Council of State, have the power of grant* 
ing reprieves or pardons, except where the profecution (hall 
have been carried on by the Houfe of Delegates, or the law, 
fiiail otherwife particularly dircft ; in which cafes, no re- 
prieve or pardon (hall be granted, but by rcfolve of the 
Houfe of Delegates. 

Either Houfe of the General AtCcmhly may adjourn them, 
fi^lves refpc^ively. The Governor (hall not prorogue or 
adjourn the AfFemhly, during their fittings nor diifolvc them 
at a^y limt ; but he ihall^ if neccffary^ either by advice of 
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tlieCodncil of State, or on appliciHion of a- majority of the 
Houfe of Delegates, call them before the time to which 
they fhall ftand prorogued or adjourned. 

A Privy Council, or Council of State, confiding of eight 
members, fhall be chofen by joint ballot of both Houfes of 
Affembly, either from their own members or the people at 
large, to affift in the adminiftration of government, ^ They 
(hall annually choofe, out of their own members, a Prefident> 
who, in cafe of death, inability, or abfence of the Governor 
from the government, fhall ad as Lieutenant-Governor* 
Four members fhall be fufficient to ad, aod their advice 
and proceedings fhall be entered on record, and figned by 
the members prefent (to any part whereof> any member may 
enter bis diffent) to be laid before the General Affemblyi 
when called for by th«m. This Council may appoint their 
tywn Clerk, vviho ihall have a falary fettled by law, and 
take an oath* of fecrecy, in fuch matters as he (hall be di- 
tched by the board to conceal. A fum of money, appro- 
priated to that purpofe, (hall be divided annually among the 
members, in proportion to their attendance; and they (hall 
be incapable, during their continuance in office, of fitting in 
either Houfe of Afrerably. Two members (hall be removed, 
by joint ballot of both Houfes of A(rembly, at the end of 
every three years, and be ineligible for the three next years. 
Thefe vacancies, as well as thofe occa(ioned Ly death or in- 
capicity, fhall be fupplied by new elecUons, in the fame 
manner. 

The Delegates for Virginia to tlie Ctnitinental Congref» 
ihall be chofen annually, or fuperfeded in the mean time, 
by joint ballot of both Houfes of AlTembly, 

The prefent militia officers fhall be continued, and vacan- 
cies fupplied by appointment of the Governor, with the 
advice of the Privy Council, on recommendations from the 
refpedive County Courts; but the Governor and Council 
fhall have a power of fufpcnding any officer, and ordering a 
Court Martial, on complaint of mi(behaviour or inability, 
or to fupply vacancies of ofiiccrs, happening when in adual 
Icrvicc. 

The Governor may embody the militia, with the advice 
©f the Privy Council ; and when embodied, fhall alone have 
the diredion of the militia> under the laws of the cooatry; 
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The two Houfcs of Affembly (hall, by joint ballot, ap- 
point Judges of the Supreme Court of Appeals, and General 
Court, Judges in Chancery, Judges of Admiralty, Secre- 
tary, and the Attorney General, to be commii&oned by tho 
Governor, and continue in office during good behavioor. la * 
cafe of death, incapacity, or relignation, the Governor^ 
with the advice of the Privy Council, Ihall appoint perfons 
to fucceed in office, to be approv^ed or difplaced by both 
Houfes. Thcfe officers (hall have fixed and adequate falaries, 
and, together with all others holding lucrative offices, and 
all miniilers of the gofpel, of every donomination, be inca- 
pable of being eleftcd members of either Houfe of Affembly 
or the Privy Council. 

The Governor, with the advice of the Privy Council,' 
fhall appoint Juflices of the Peace for the counties ; and in 
cafe of vacancies, or a neceffity of increafing the number 
heireafter, fuch appointments to be made upon the recom- 
mendation of the refpedlive County Courts. The prcfent 
afting Secretary in Virginia, and Clerks of all the County 
Courts, (hall continue in office. In cafe of vacancies, ei. 
thcr by death, incapacity, or refignation, a Secretary (hall 
be appointed, as before direftedj and the Clerks, by the 
refpedive Courts. The prefent and future Clerks (hall hold 
their offices during good behaviour, t6 be judged of, and 
determined in the General Court. The Sheriffs and Coroners 
(hall be nominated by the refpedive Courts, approved by 
the Governor, with the advice of the Privy Council, and 
coramiffioned by the Governor. The Juflices (hall appoint 
Conftables ; and all fees of the aforefaid officers be regulated 
by law. 

The Governor, when he is out of office, and others, of- 
fending againft the (late, either by mal-adrainiftration, cor- * 
roption, or other means, by which the fafety of the (late 
may be endangered, (hall be impeachable by the Houfe of 
Delegates. Such impeachment to be profecuted by the At- 
torney-General, or fuch other perfon or perfons as the Heufe 
may appoint, in the Gener'af Court, according to the laws 
of the land. If found guilty, he or they (hall be either 
forever difabled to hold any office under government, or be 
retnoved from fuch olfice pro temperty or fubjefted to fach ' 
pains or penalties^ as the laws fhall direA, 
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If aH or any of the Judges of the General Court (hould, 
on good grounds (to be judged of by the Houfe of Dele- 
gates) be accufed of any of the crimes or offences above men- 
tioi^ed, fuch Houfe of Delegates may, in like manner, im- 
peach the Judge "or Judges fo accufed, to be profecuted in 
the Court of Appeals ; and ht or they, if found guilty, 
Ihall ber punilhed in the fame manner as iS prefcribed in th« 
preceding claufe. 

Commiilions. and grants (hall run ** /« ih^ name of tht 
CommoniveaUh of Virgima,** and bear teft by the Governor^- 
with the feal of the commonwealth annexed. Writs (hall 
run in the famfe^ manner, and bear teft by the Clerks of th« 
ftvcral courts. Indidlments (hall conclude, ^^ Againft th§ 
"fiace and dtgnity of the commoh'w^alih.^^ 

A Treafurer fliall be appointed annually, by joint ballot 
6f Both Houfea, 

All cfcheats, penalties, and forfeitures, heretofore going 
to the king, fh«ll go to the commonwealth, fave only fuch 
as the Legiflature may abolifh, or othcrwife provide for. 

The territories, contained within the charters, ere^ing 
the colonies of Maryland, Pennfylvania, North and Souths 
Carolina, are hereby ceded, releafed, and forever confirmed 
to the people of thefe colonies refpcdivcly, with all tht- 
Tights of property, jurifdi(Jtion and government, and all. 
other rights whatfoever, which might, at any time hereto, 
fore, have been claimed by Virginia, except the free navi^^ 
gation and ufe of the rivers Potomaquc and Pokomoke, with 
the property of the Virginia ftiores and ftrands, bordering, 
on either of the faid rivers, and all improvements, which 
have been, or (hall be made thereon. The weftern and north- 
ern extent of Virginia fliall, in all other refpe^s, (land, as 
fixed by the charter of king James I. in the year one thou,., 
fand (Ix hundred and nine, and by the public treaty of peace, 
between the courts of Britain and France, in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-three ; unlefs by aft of this 
Legiflature, one or more governments be eftabliflied' ift^eft- 
ward of the Alleghany mountains. And no purchafes of; 
lands (haU be made of the Indian nativcs> but on behalf of 
the publicjj by authority of theGeaeral AiTem^bly^ 
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NORTH-CAROLINA. 

he CONSTITUTION^, or Form of Government^ agreed f 
and reJol*ved upon y by the Reprefentatinjei of the Freemen of 
the ft ate of North. Carolina^ elected and chofen for that par^ 
ticttlar purpofe^ in Congre/s affemhledi at HaUifax, DeCm 
l8i 1776. 

A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, &c. 

THAT all political povrer is veiled in, and derived, 
from the people only. 
IL That the people of this ftate ought to have the fole^ 
id exclufive right of regulating the internal government 
id police thereof. • 

III. That no man, or fct of men, arc entitled to exclufivk 
r feparate emoluments or privileges from the community^ 
3t in confideration of public fervices. 

IV. That the legiflative, executive, and fupreme judicial 
)wers of governmenf, ought to be forever feparate and dif- 
tkSt from each other. 

V. That dll powers of fufpending laws, or the execution 
F laws, by any authority, without confent of the Reprc- 
ntatives of the people, is injurious to their rights, and 
3ght not to be exercifed. 

VI. That eledions of Members, to ferve as Reprefent^ 
ves in General Aflcmbly, ought to be free. 

VIL That, in all criminal profecutions, every man hn 
right to be informed of the accufation againft him, and to 
jnfront'the accufers and witneffes with other teftimony, and 
lall not be compelled to give evidence againft himfelf. 

VIII. That no freeman ihall be put to anfwer any crimi* 
al charge, but by indiftment, prefentment or impeachment. 

IX. That no freeman (hall be convifted of any crime, but 
y the unanimous verdid of a jury of good and lawful men, 
n open court, as heretofore ufed, 

X. That exceflive bail (hould not be required, nor excef- 
ve.fines impofed, nor cruel or unufual punifhments infli^ed. 

XL That general warrants, whereby an officer or meffen. 
er, may be commanded to fearch fufpefted places, without 
vidence of the faft committed, or to feize any ptrfon or 
erfonS| not named, whofe offences are npt particularly de« 
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fcribedj «id fupported by evidence — arc dangerous to liber. 
ty, and ought not to be granted, 

XII. That no fretman ought to be taken^ imprifonedj o# 
di/Teized of his freehold, liberties or privileges, or outlawed, 
or exiled, or in any manner deflroyed, or deprived of hit, 
life, liberty, or property, but by the law of the land. * 

XIII. That every freeman, retrained of his liberty^ h 
t ntitled to a remedy, to enquire into the lawfulnefs there^ 
of, and to reixiove the fame, if unlawful ; and that fuch re« 
medy ought not to be denied or delayed. 

XIV. T\mt in all controverfics at law, refpedling proper. 
ty, the ancient mode of trial, by jury, is one of thebeft fe. 
curities of the rights of the people, and ought to remaia 
facred and inviolable. 

XV. That the freedom of the prefs is one of the great 
bulwarks of liberty, and therefore ought never to be re*, 
ftrained. 

XVI. That the people of this ftate ought not to be taxed* 
or made fubjedl to the payment of any impoft, or duty, 
without the confent of themfelves, or their Reprefentativei 
in General Aflembjy freely given. 

XVII. That the people have a right to bear arms, for the 
defence of the ftate; and as (landing armies, in time of 
peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept 
up ; and that the military fhouid be kept under flridl fubor« 
dination to, and governed by the civil power. 

XVIII. That the people have a right to aflcmble toge- 
ther, to confult for their common good, to inftrudl their 

I Reprefentatives, and to apply to the Legiflature for redreft 
• of grievances. 

XIX. That all men have a natural and unalienable right 
to worihip Almighty God, according to the dictates of their 
own confciences, 

XX. That for redrefs of grievances, and for amending 
i and ftrengthenjng the laws, eledions ought to be often 

held. 

XXI. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental princi- 
ples is abfolutely neceffary, to prefcrve the bleflings of 
liberty. 

XXII. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges, or 
honours ought to be granted or conferred iq this ilate. 
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• XXIII. That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to 
the genius of a free ftate, and ought not to be allowed. 

XXIV, That reirofpedlive laws, punifliing fafta, cominit- I 
ted before the exiftence of fuch lawi, and, by them only, ^ 
declared criminal, are oppreiTive, unjqft, and incompatible 
with liberty ; wherefore no ex foft fa£io law otight to b« 

made. 

XXV, The property of the foil, in a free government, 
being one of the eflential rights of the colleflive body of the 
people, it is neccflary, in order to avoid fsfture difputes, that 
the limits of the flate (hovid be afcertained wit)i'precifion: 
and as the former temporary line, between North and Sonth- 
Carolina, was confirmed, and extended by commiflioners, 
appointed by the Legiflatures of the two ilates, agreeable to 
the prder of the late king George tl. in council, that line, 
and that only, (hould be efteemed the fouthern boundary of 
this (late — that is to fay, begiqnjng on the fea fide, at a 
cedar flake, at or near the' mouth of Xittle river, fbeing the 
fouthern extremity of Brunfwic county) and running firom. ^ 
thence a north-wefl courfe, through the boundary houfe,^ 
which (lands in thirty. three degrees fifty. fix minutes, to 
thirty .fivf degrees north*latitude ; and from ^hjcnce a weft, 
courfe fo far as is mentioned in the charter pf king Charles 
II, to the late proprietors of Carolina. Therefore all the- 
territory, feas, waters and harbours, with their appurte- 
nances, lying between the )ine above defcribed, and the 
fouthern line of the (late of Virginia, which begins od t\ai 
fea-fhore, in thirty.(ix degrees, thirty minutes, north latj. 
tude, and from thence runs we(l, agreeable to the faid chat* 
ter of King Char}es, are the right and property of the pco- 
pic of this date, to be held by fhem in fpvereignty ; anr 
partial line, without the confeht of the Legiflature of th^ 
ftate, at any time thereafter diredled or laid our, in any wiA 
notwithftanding : Pro'vtded alfwajs^ That this declaration Q. 
right (hall not prejudice any nation or nations of Indians, 
from enjoying fuch hunting grounds as may have been, or 
hereafter (hall be, fecured to them, by any former or future] 
Legiflature of this (late i—And prcv'tJed aljo. That it (ball | 
not be conftrued, fo as to prevent the eftablifhment of one or \ 
more governments, weft ward of this ftate, by confcnt of the ' 
Legiflature i-^Atid proifidid further^ That nothing herein 
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Contained, (hall a£e^ the titles or poffeffions of individoals, 
holding or claiming under the laws heretofore in force, or 
grants heretofore made by the late- king George 11. or his 
predcce&r«^ pr the late lords proprietors^ or any of them. 
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WHEREAS allegiance and protedion are^ in their natorej 
reciprocal, and the one> (hould of right be refufed, when the 
other is withdrawn : — 

And whereas, George the third. King of Great Britain, 
and late foverelgn of the Britifh American Colonies, hath 
not only withdrawn from them his prote^ion, but, by an 
a^ of the Britiih Legiilature, declared the inhabitants of 
thefe ftates out of the prote^ion of the Britifh crown, and 
all their property found upon the high feas, liable to be 
feized, and confifeated to the ufes mentioned in the faid a^t ; 
and the faid George the third, has alfo fent fleets and armies, 
to profecute a <:ruel war againft them, for the purpofe of re- 
ducing the inhabitants of the faid colonies to a date of abjecl 
flavcry ; in confequcnce whereof, all government under the 
faid king, within the faid colonies, hath ceafed, and a total 
diflblution of government, in many of them, hath taken 
place : 

And whereas, the continental Congrefs, having confidered 
the premifes, and other previous violations of the rights of 
the good people of America, have therefore declared, that 
the thirteen United Colonies, are, of right, wholly abfolved 
from all allegiance to the Britifh crown, or any other foreign 
jurifdi^ion whatfoever ; and that the faid colonies now are, 
and forever (hall be, free and independent dates — 

Wherefore, in our prefcnt flate, in order to prevent anar^ 
chy and confufion, it becomes necefTary that government 
Ihoold be eftablilhed in this flate ; therefore. We, the Repre- 
fentatives of the. freemen of North-Carolina, chofen and 
aflembled in Congrefs, for the exprefs purpofe of framing a 
conftitution, under the authority of the people, moft condu* 
cive to their ha[^nefs and profperity, do declare, that a go« 

CL 
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vemmtnt for this ftatCi (hall be eftabli(hed« in manner and 
form following, to nvitf 

• I. That the legiflative aothoritf (hall be vefted in two 
diftin^ branchesi both dependent on the people, to wit, a 
Senate and Hou/e of Commons, 

II. That the Senate (hall be eompofed of Reprefentatires, 
annually ehofen by balloti one for each countiy in the ftate. 

III. That the Hoofe of Commons (hall be compofed of 
Reprefentatives annually ehofen by ballot, two for each 
covnty, and one for each of the towns of Edenton, 
Newbem, Wilmington, Saliibury, HilKborough, and Halifax. 

IV. That the Senate and Houfe of Commons, aiTembled for 
the parpofe of legiflation, (hall be denominated^ The General 
Affemhly. 

V. That each member of the Senate (hall hare ofaalljr 
Te(ided in the county, in which he is ehofen, for one yeai:^ 
immediately preceding his eledlioo, and for the fame time 
(ball have pofleiTed, and contrnae to po(ref8, in the eountjr 
which he reprefents« not Icfs than three hundred acres of 
land in fee. 

VL That each member of th^ Houfe of Commons ftall 
have ufually refided in the county, in which he is ehofen^ 
for one year immediately preceding his eledion, and for (ix 
months (hall have poire(red, and continue to po(refs, in the 
•ounty which he reprefents, not lefs than one hundred acres 
•f land in fee, or for the term of his own life. 

VII, That all freemen, of the age of twenty-one years, 
who have been inhabitants of any one eounty within the 
ftate twelve months, immediately preceding the day of 
any eledion, and poflefTed of a freehold, within the fame 
county, of fifty acres of land, for (ix months next before, 
and at the day of ele^ion, (hall be entitled to vote for a 
member of the Senate. 

VIII. That all freemen of the age of twenty-one years, 
who have been inhabitants of any one county within the 
ftate, twelve months immediately preceding the day of any 
eledlion, and (hall have paid public taxes, (hall be entitled to 
'Vote for members of the Houfe of Commons, for the county, 
in which he rc(ides. 

. IX. That all perfons, po(re(red of a freehold, in any town 
xn this (late, having a right of reprefentation, and alfo all 
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{reemeo, who have been inhabitants of any fuch town, twelve 
months next before, and at the day of eledion, and (hall have 
paid public taxes, ihall be entitled to vote for a member to 
reprefent fuch town in the Houfe of Commons : — Provided 
always, that this fedion ihall not entitle any inhabitant of 
fach town to vote for members of the Houfe of Commons, 
for the county, in which he may refide, nor any freeholder in 
foch county, who refides without or beyond the limits of 
Aich town, to vote for a member for faid town. 

X. That the Senate and Houfe of Commons, when met, 
Ihall each have power to choofe a Speaker, and other their 
officers ; be judges of the qualifieations and eledions of their 
members ; fit upon their own adjournments from day to day ^ 
and prepare bills, to be paiTed into laws* The two Houfea 
ihall direct writs of eledion, for fupplying intermediate va« 
cancies ; and fliall alfo jointly, by ballot, adjourn themfelveg 
to any future day and place. 

XI. That all bills (hall be read three times in each Houfe, 
before they pafs into laws, and be figned by the Speakers of 
both Houfes. 

XIL That every perfon, who ihall be chofen a member 
of the Senate or Houfe of Commons, or appointed to any^ 
office or place of trufl, before taking his feat, or entering 
npon the execntioa of his office, (hall take an oath to the 
ftate ; and all officers (hall alfo take an oath of office. 

XIII. That the General Adembly (hall, by joint ballot of 
both Houfes, appoint Judges of the Supreme Courts of law 
and equity. Judges of Admiralty, and Attorney. General, 
who (hall be commiffioned by the Governor, and hold their . 
offices during good behaviour. 

XIV. That the Senate and Houfe of Commons, (hall have 
power to appoint the generals and field officers of tlie militia, 
and all officers of the regular army of this ftale. 

XV. That the Senate and Houfe of Commons^ jointly, at 
their firft meeting after each annual ele^lion, (hall by ballot, 
eleA a Governor for one year, who (ball not be eligible to 
that office, longer than thr«e years, in fix fucceffive years. 
That no perfon, under thirty years of age, and who has 
not been a re£dent in this ftate above five years, and hav. 
ing, in the ftate, a freehold in lands and tenements, above 
the value of one thoufand pounds, (ball be eligible as a 
Cpv^mor. 
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XVL That the Senate and Honfe of Commont, jointly;* 
at their firft meetings after each annual ekdton, Ihall^ by 
ballot, ele<5t feven perfont, to be a Council of State for one 
year ; who fhall advife the Governor in the execution of hii 
effice ; and that four members (hail be a quorum ; their ad- 
vice and proceedings fliall be entered in a journal, to be kept 
for that puTpofe only, and figned by the members prefent ; to 
any part of which, any member prefent may enter his difTent. 
And fuch journal (hall be laid before the General AlTembly 
when called for by them. 

XVII. That there (hall be a feal of this ftate, which fhall 
be kept by the Governor, and ufed by him, as occafion may 
reqotre ; and (hall be called. The Great Seal of the Sta^te of 
Ncfth-CatQiina, and be affixed to ail grants and commif- 
fions* 

XVIII. The Governor, foe the time being, fhall be Cap- 
tain Genera], and Commander in Chief of the militia ; and, 
in the recefs of the General Aifemhly, fhall have power, by 
and with the advice of the Council of State, to embody the 
xnilttia, for the public fafety. 

XIX. The Governor, for the time being, fhall have power 
to draw for, and apply fuch fums of money, as fhall be voted 
by the General AfTembly, for the contingencies of government, 
and be accountable to them for the fame. He alfo may, by 
and with the advice of the Council of State, lay embargoes, 
or prohibit the exportation of any commodity, for any term 
not exceeding thirty days, at any one time in the recefs of 
the General AfTembly ; and fhall have the power of granting 
pardons and reprieves, except where the profecntion (hall be 
carried on by the General AfTembly, or the law fhall other, 
wife diredj in which cafe, he' may, in the recefs, grant a 
reprieve until the next fitting of the General Aflembly ; and 
may cxercife all the other executive powers of government, 
limited and reftrained, as by this confiituiion is mentioned, 
and according to the laws of the ftate. And on his death, ina- 
bility, or abfence from the ft ate, the Speaker of the Seaate^ 
for the time being, (and in cafe of his death, inability, or 
abfence from the ftate^ the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons) 
fhall exercife the powers of government, after fuch drath, or* 
during fuch abfence or inability of the Governor, (or Speaker 
of the Senate) or until a peW nOjmio^tioi^ \% 0^4^ \>J \\xk 
General AfTembly* 
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XX. That in every cafe^ where any officeri the right of 
whoTe appointoient is, by this conftitution, vefted in the 
General AStmbly, ihall, daring their recefs, die, or his of-, 
fice by other means become vacant, th« Governor fhali have, 
power, with the advice of the Council of State, to fill up 
fuch vacancy, by granting a temporary commillion, which 
fhall expire at the end of the next feilion of the General 
AiTembly* 

XXI. That the Governor, Judges of the Supreme Court 
of Law and £qaity, Judges of Admiralty, and Attorney. 
General, (hall have adequate falaries, during their continii-. 
ance in office. 

XXII. That the General Aflemblv fhall, by joint bailor, 
of both Houfcs, annually appoint a Treafurer or Treafurers^ 
for this date. 

XXIII. That the Governor, and other officers, offirnding 
againft the ftate, by violating any part of this conftitution, 
mal-adminiftration, or corruption, may be profecoted, on the 
impeachment of the General AiTembly, or prefentment of 
the Grand Jury of any Court of Supreme Jurifdi^tion in this 
ftate. 

XXiy. That the General Aflembly fhall, by joint bal. 
lot of both Houfes, tricnnially appoint a Secretary, for this 
ftate. 

XXV. That no perfons, who heretofore have been, or 
hereafter may be, receivers of public monies, (hall have a 
feat in either Houfe of General AiTembly, or be eligible to 
any office in this ftate until fuch perfbn (hall have fully 
accoonted for, and paid into the Treafury, all fums, for which 
they may be accountable and liable. 

XXVI. That no Treafurer (hall have a feat, either in the 
Senate, Houfe of Commons, or Council of State, daring his 
continuance in that office, or before he (hall have finally fet. 
Ued his accounts with the public, for all the monies, which 
may be in his hands, at the expiration of his office, belong- 
ing to the ftate, and hath paid the fame into the hands of the 
fucceeding Treafurer. 

XXV II. That na officer in the regular army or navy, in 
the fervice and pay of the United States, of this or any other 
ftate, nor any contractor or agent for fupplying fuch army or 
aavy with cloathing or provifionsj (hall have a feat e4ther 
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in the Senate, Houfc of Commons, or Council tt State^ ot 
be eligible thereto ; and any men^ber of the Senate, Hoofe of 
Commons, or Council of State, being appointed to, and ac- 
cepting of, fuch office, ftiall thereby vacate his feat. 

XXVill, That no member of the Council of State- (hall 
have a feat, either in the Senate or Houfe of Commons, 

XXIX. That no Judge of the Supreme Court of Law or 
Equity, or Judge of Admiralty, iball have a feat in the Senate, 
Houfe of Commons, or Council of State. 

XXX. That no Secretary of this ftatc. Attorney .General 
or Clerk of any Court of Record, fiinll have a feat- in the 
Senate, Houfe of Commons, or Council of State. 

XXXI. That no clergyman, or preacher of 'the ^ofpel, 
of any denomination, (hall be cipable of being a metober 
of either the Senate, Houfe of Commons, or Council of State,- 
while he continues in the excrcife of the pa(}orarfuii<5tion, 

XXXII. That no perfon, who'fhfall deny the being of 
God, or the truth of the Proteftant reHgk>n, or the divine 
authority either of the Old or New Teftamentsi or who fball 
hold religious principles incompatible with the freedom' ahd 
fafety of the ftate, fliall be capable of holding any oiHce, 
or place of truft or profit, in the civil department, with- 
in this flute. 

XXXIII. That the Juftices of the Peace, within tbeir 
refpc^tive counties in this llate, (hall in future ^be recom- 
mended to the Governor for the time being, by the Reprc- 
fentatives in Gfeneral Aflembly ; and the Governor fhall 
commifliDn them accordingly: and the Juftices when fo" 
eommiffioned, (hall bold their offices dutihg good behaviour, 
and fliall not be removes from office by the General Aflettibly ; 
unlcfs for mifbehaviour, abfence, or inability,* 

• XXXIV. That there (hall be no e(tabli(hment of ^ny one' 
religious church or denomination in this (late, in pteferencc 
to any other; neither (hall any peHon, oh any pretence 
whatfoever, be compelled to attend any place of worihij> 
eontrary to his own faith or judgment, nor be obliged to f>ay, 
for the purchafc of any glebe, or the building of any houfe 
of worlhip, or for the maintenance of any miniiler or roinif. 
tryy contrary to what he believes righf, at has Voluntarily' 
and perfonally engaged to perform \ but- all perfons (hall be 
at liberty to exercife their own mode of wotfliip: Frrvhied, 
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That nothing herirfn cdf^tained ftfall be conftfaed' to exempt 
preachers of treaf>iiabl« 6r feditioas -diirodurreft/ from legal 
trial affd ptrntifantelnt. 

XXXV. That no pcrfon in^theiftate fliail hold more thafn 
onelecrative office* at any onetime : /V^yi^/thbtnOappoiht-J 
illient in the militia, or tiie offic?e of a Juilice of the Peace, 
(hall be confide r^d as a Icidrative office. 

XXXVI. That an cofmhiiiTtons and grants (hall run in the 
hame-of theftate of North.Carblina, and bear teO^, and be 
(igned bj the Governor. All writs (hall run in the fame 
lAanner, and betfr teft| arid be figticd by the Clerks of the 
ivfpe^ive cOnrfs.> Indi^mcnts mall conciade, jigahifi thV 
feaee and dignity of tb^ftate, 

' XXXVII. That the Ddicgatesfor this date, to the Con. 
tinental Congref* while neceflary, thali be c/hofcn annually 
by the General Affembly^ by bailotj; but may be fuperfeded^ 
in the mean time, in the fache manner; and no perfon (hall 
be cle(^edy to fcrve in that capacity, for. more than three 
years flic'oeifivclv. .. . :i . 

XXXVIII. That tbew (hall be a Sheriff, Gwoher or Co-^ 
roners, and .Conftabl<«s, ;n each county within- thii (tale. 

XXXIX.' That the perfi^n of a debtor, where there 19 
not a ftrong prefumption of fraud, (hall not be continued iii 
prifon, after delivering up hoan fide^ all his eftate real and 
perf0n.1l, for the ufe of his creditors, in fuch manner as (hall 
be hereafter regulated by law. All prifoners fhall be baila. 
ble.by fufficiertt furefeitfs, unVfs for capital, offences, when 
the proof is evident, or the prefumption great, 

XL. That t\try tc/reigner, who comes to fettle In thit 
ftate, having firlt taken- ^n oath of ;allegia)nce to the fam<^, 
may purchafe, or, by other juft means, acquire, hold, and 
transfer land, or other rea4 eftjlte^-and after one year's re- 
sidence, (hall be deemed a ^xtt citizen. 

XLl. That a fchool' or fcHobls fliall b6 e{labli(hed by the 
Legiflaiure, for the convenient inflru^^ion of youth, with 
fuch falaries to the maltefs, pal<] by the public, a&may ena. 
ble them to inftrudl at low prices ; and all ufeful learning; 
(hall be duly encouraged and prOnaoted, in one cnc more iintw 
verfitiet,' :•'.:.'• w t' , 

XLII. That no puFobafc;,ofJands ihali be made t£ the 
Indian natives, but on behalf of the public, by aatbority of 
tlie General AiTembly, 
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XLIIL That the fotore Legifldtare of this ftate (hall re. 
galatc entaiUj in fuch a manner as to prevent perpetuities. 

XLIV. That the declaration of rights is hereby declared 
to be part of the conftitution of this ftate, and ought never 
to be violated, on any pretence whatfoever. 
, XLV. That any member of either Houfe of General AT. 
fembly (hall have liberty to diiTent from, and proteft againft 
any aA or tefolve, which he may think injurious to the pvh* 
lie, or any individual, and have the reafons of his diffent 
entered on. the journals. 

XLVI. That neither Houfe of the General Aflembly 
Ihall proceed upon pnblic bufinefs, unlefs a majority of all 
the Members of fuch Houfe are .actually prefent: and that, 
opon a motion made and fcconded, the yeas and nays, upon 
any queftion, (hall be taken and entered on the journals: and 
that the journals of the proceedings of both Houfes of the 
General Aflembly (hall be printed, and made public, immedi- 
ately after their adjournment. 

This conftitution is not intended to preclude the prefent 
Cdngrefs from making a temporary provifion, for the well 
ordering of this ftate, until the General Aflembly (hall efta. 
blifti government^ agreeable to the mode herein before de. 
Scribed 

RICHARD CASWELL, Frefidtnu 

December the eighteenth, one thoufand feven hundred and 
t . feventy-fix, read the third time, and ratified in open 

CongrefSi. 
. Sy order, 

, Jambs GftiBN, Jun. Secretary. 
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WE, tbe Delegates of the people of the ftate of South. 
Carolina in General Convention met, do ordain aad 
«ftablifti this conftitutlon^r its government. 
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ARTICLE I. 
Section I. The legidative authority of thi^ ftatt fhall 
be veiled in a General AiTembly, which (hall confift of a 
Senate and Hoafc of Reprefentatives. 

II. -The H6ufe of Reprefentatives fhall be,compofed of 
members^ chofco by ballot, every fecond year, by the citi- 
zens of this itate^ qualified, as in this conilitution is pro. 
vided. 

III, The feveral eleftion difiriifls, in this ftare, fhall eleft 
the following number for Reprefentatives, viz. 



} 



Charle(?pn;..(inclading St. 

Philip and St. Michaclj 
Chriil Church, 
St. John, Berkley, 
St. Andrew, 
St. George, Dorchefter, 
St. James, Goofe Creeks 
St. Thomas and $t. Dcnniiy 
St. Paul, 

Su Bartholomcwc^ 
St., James, San tee, 
St. John, Coiletoq^ 
St. Stephen, 
St. Helena, 
St. Luke, 
Prince William,. 
St. Peter, 
All Saints, (incloding ita ancient 1 

boundaries,) . . / 

Winyaw, '{rtot inclading.any patt 1 

of All Saints), J 

Kifig^oB,:{not including any part \ 

Q? All Saints) J 

William(buirgh| 
Liberty, 
Marlborough, 
Chefterfieldy 
Dirlington, 
York, 
Chcfter, 
yairfield| 



Fifteen Memberi 

Three Members 
Three Memberi 
Three Members 
Three Member* 
Three Members 
Three Memberi 
Three Memberi 
Three Memberi 
Three Memberi 
Three Members 
Three Members 
Three Memberi 
Three Memberi 
Three Memberi 
Three Memberi 

One Member 
Three Mcmbieri 

Two Members 

Two Memberi . 
Two Member^ 
Two Memberi 
Two Me«ibtri , 
Two Membcn 
Three Meitobcri 
Two Members 
Two Member! 
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Claramont tnd Clarendcm, One Member . 

Abbef ille, One Member 

£dgefiekij One Member 

Newb«ry (including the fork be- \q^^ ^^^^ 

tween Broad and Saluda rivers^ J 
Lfltfens, One Member 

Union, - » One Member 

• Spartan, One Member 

<jttenyil\e. One Member 

Pendleton, One Member 

Sf . Matthew- and Orange, One Member 

Win ten, (including the diftri^ be- 1 

twecn Savannah rirer and the >One Member 
•imth fork of Edifto,) J 

Saxe Gotha, One Member. 

VIIL No perfon (hall be eligible to a feat in the Senate, 
unlefs he ig a free white man, of the age of thirty yearsi 
and hath been a citizen and lefident in this ftate five yean 
previous to his el'e^ibn. If a refident in the eled^ion diftrt^i^ 
he (hall not' -b^ eligible unlefs he be legally feized and pof* 
ftffed, in his own right, of a fettled freehold eRate of the 
Talue of tbrcc hundred pounds (lerling, clear of debt. If a 
non.re(ident in the eled^ion didridt, he (hall not be eligible, 
unlefs he be legally feized and po(re(red, in his own right, 
of a fettled freehold eitate in the faid diflri^ of the value of 
one thoufand pounds (lerling, clear of debt. 

IX. Immediately after the Senators (hall be a(rembled, 
in confAfuence of the firft eleftion, they (hall be divided by 
lot iotd two cla(res. The feats of the Senators of the (irft j 
clafs (hall be vacated at the expiration of the fecond year, 
and of the fecond ctafs at the expiration of the fourth year ; 
fo that one.half thereof, as near as pollible, may be chofen,. 
forever thereafter, every fecond year, for the term of four 
years. 

X. Senators, and Members of the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives, fhall be chofen on the fecond Monday in O^ober next, 
and tl^e day ^llqwirig, and on the fanie days, in every fe- 
cond year thereafter, in fuch manner and at fuch times as 
are herein direded : — and (hall meet on the fourth Monday 
in November annually at Columbia, (which (hall remain the 
feat of government, until otherwifc determined, by the con. 
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turrcnce of two-thirds of both branches of the whole repre- 
fentation) onlefs the cafualties of war^ or contagious difor. 
dcrs, (hoald render it unfafe to meet there ; in either of which 
cafcsy the Governor, or Commander in Chief for the time 
being, ma^, by proclamation, appoint a more fecure and 
convenient place of meeting. 

XI. Each Houfe (hall judge of the eledions, returns and 
qaalifications of its own Members ; and a majority of each 
Houfe ihall conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs : but a f mailer 
number may adjourn from day today, and may be authorifed 
to compel the attendance of abfent Members in fuch manner, 
find under fuch penalties, as may be provided by law. 

XII. Each Houfe ihall choofe by ballot its own officers, 
determine its rules of proceeding, puni(h its Members for 
diforderly behaviour, and (with the concurrence of two- 
thirds) expel a Member, but not a fecond time for the fame 
caufe, . 

XIII. Each Houfe may punifli, by imprifonment, during 
fitting, any perfoa not a Member, who (hall be guilty of 
dxfrefpeft to the Houfe, by any diforderly or contemptuous 
behiftviour in its prefence — or who, during the time of its 
fitting, (hall threaten harm to the body or eftate of any 
Member, for any thing faid or done in either Houfe — or 
who (hall affault any of them therefor — or who (hall aflault 
or arreft any witnefs, or other pcrfon ordered to attend the 
Houfe, in his going to, or returning therefrom, or who ihall 
refcue any pcrfon arretted by order of the Hpufe. 

XIV. The Members of both Houfes ihall be protected, in 
their perfons and eftates, during their attendance on, going 
to, and returning from, the Legidature, and ten days pre- 
vious to their fitting, and ten days after the adjournment of 
the Lcgiflature. But thefe privileges (hall not be extended, 
fo as to proteft any Memoer who (hall be charged with treafon, 
felony, or breach of the peace. 

XV. Bills for raifing a revenue ihall originate in the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives, but may be altered, amended, or re- 
jeded by the Senate. 

All other bills may originate in either Houfe, and may be 
amended, altered, or rejected by the other. 

XVI. No bill or o-dinance ihall have the force of law, 
until it ihall have been read three times, and on three feve- 

R 
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ral daysi in each Houfe, has had the Great Seal affixed to if> 
and has been figned in the Senate-Houfe^ by the Prefident of 
the Senate, and Speaker of the Houfc of Reprefentatives. 

XVXI. No money fhall be drawn out of the public trea^ 
fury, but by the legiilative authority of th« ftate. 

XVIII. The Members of the Legiflature, who (hall af^ 
{iemble under this conftitution, (hall be entitled to receive out 
of the public treafury, as a compenfation for their expeafes, 
a fum, not exceeding feven (hillings flerling a day, during 
their attendance on, going to, and returning from the Legif- 
latore ; but the fame may be tncreafed ordimini(hed by law, 
if circumftances (hall require : but no alterations (hall be 
made by any Legiflature, to take efied during the exiHence of 
the Legiflature, which (hall make fuch alteratien* 

XIX. Neither Houfe (hall, during their fe(fion, without 
the confent of the other, adjourn for more thaa three days, 
isor to any other place than that in which the two Houfes 
f^all be fitting;. 

^ XX. No bill or ordinance, which (hall have been rcje<5lcd 
by, either Houfe, (hall be brought in again during the fi^tting, 
without leave of the Houfe, and notice of fix days being 
previoufly given. 

XXL No perfon (hall be eligible to a feat in the Legida* 
tare whijfl he holds any office of prodt or truft under this 
date, the United States, or either of them, or under any 
other power — except officers in the militia, aimy or navy of 
this (late, Juftices of the Peace, or Juftices of the County 
Courts, while they receive no falaries ; > nor (hall any con. 
trador of the army or navy of this ftatc, the United States, 
or either of them, or the agents of fuch contractor, be eligii. 
blc to a feat in either Houfe. And if any Member (hall accept 
or exfxcife any of the faid difqualifying offices, he (hall va. 
cate his feat. 

xVlI. If any elcdlion diftri^l (hall negled to chdofe a 
IViembcr or Members, on the days of cle<ftion, or if any per- 
fon chofen a Member of either Houfe (hould tthCt to qualify 
and take his fear, or (hould die, depart the (late, or accept 
of any difqualifying office, a Writ of election (hall be i(rued 
by the Prefident of the Senate or Speaker of the Houfe of 
Reprf fentatives, (as the cafe may be) for the purpofe of filling 
op the vacancy thereby occadoned, for the remainder of th€ 
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term, for which the perfon, fo refufing to qualify, dying, de- 
parting the ftatc, or accepting a difqualifying office, wat 
clewed to ferve. 

XXIIL And whereas the minifters of the gofpel are, by 
their profeffion, dedicated to the fervicc of God, and the care 
of fouls; and ought not to be diverted from the great duties 
of their funftion ; therefore, no mini(ler of the gofpel, or 
public preacher, of any religious perfuafion, whiift he con- 
tinues in theexercife of hh pafloral fun^ions, (hall beeligt- 
ble to the office of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or to 
a feat in the Senate, or Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

I I I I II. » i» w 

ARTICLE IL 

I. The executive authority of this ftate fhall be inveiled 
in a Governor, to be chofen in manner following : as foon 
«s may be, after the firft meeting of the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, and at every firft meeting of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives thereafter, when a majority of both Houfes 
fhall be prefent, the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives 
(ball, jointly, in the Houfe of Representatives, choofe, by bal- 
lot, a Governor, to continue for two years, and until a new 
cle<^lion fhall be made. 

II. No perfon fliall be eligible to the office of Governor, 
tmlefs he hath attained the age of thirty years, and hath re- 
fiJed within this ftate, and been a citizen thereof, ten years^^ 
and unlefs he be feifed and poiTeired of a fettled eftate within 
the fame, in his own right, of the value of fifteen hundred 
pounds flerling, clear oi debt. 

No perfon having fervcd two years as Governor, (hall bfc 
re-eligible to that offii^, till after the expiration of four 
years. 

No perfon fhall hold the office of Governor, and any other 
office, orcommiffion, civil or military (except in the irLitia) 
either in this ftate, or under any ftate, or the United States, 
or any other power, at one and the fame time. 

III. A Lieutenant Governor (hall be chofco, at the fame 
time, in the fame manner, continue in office for the fame \ycn 
riod, and be poifefTed of the fame qualifications, as the Go* 
vernor* 

IV. A Member of the Senate or Houfp of Reprefentatives, 
being chofenj and a^ing as Governor or Lieutenant Govern- 
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or, (hall vacate his fcatj and another perfon (hall be ele^led 
in his ftead. 

V, In cafe of the impeachment of the Governor, or bis 
removal from office, death, refignation, or abfcncc from the 
ttate, the Lieutenant Governor (hall fucceed to his office. 
And in cafe of the impeachment of the Lieutenant Governor, 
or his removal from office, death, refignation, or abfence 
from the ftate, the Preftdent of the Senate (hall fucceed to hit 
office, till a nomination^ to thofe offices refpeflively, (ball 
be made by the Senate, and Houfc of Reprefentatives, for 
the remainder of the time, for urhich the officer, fo impeach, 
ed^ removed from office, dying, refigning, or being abfent, 
was ele^ed. 

VL The Governor (hall be Commander in Chief of the ar- 
my and navy of this ftate, and of the militia, except when 
they (hall be called into the aAual fervice of the United 
States. 

VII. He (ball have power to grant reprieves and pardons, 
after conviction (except in cafes of impeachment) in fuch 
manner, on fuch terms, and under fuch reftri^ions, as he 
(hall think proper ; and he (hall have power to remit fines 
and forfeitures iinlefs otherwife directed by law. 

VIIL He (hall take care, that thb laws be faithfully ex- 
ecuted in mercy. 

IX. He (hall have power to prohibit the exportation of pro- 
vi(ion, for any time, not exceeding thirty days. 

X. He (ball, at ftated times^ receive, for his fervices, a 
compenfation, which (hall neither be increafed or diminilhed, 
during the period for which he (hall have been ele^ed. 

XI. All officers in the executive department, when re- |j 
quired by the Governor, (hall give him information in writ- 
ing-, upon any fubjedt, relating to the duties of their re- 
fpedive offices. 

. XII. The Governor (hall, from time to time, give to the 
General AflTembly information of the condition of the ftate, 
and recommend to their confideratioo fuch meafures as he (hall 
judge neceffary or expedient. 

XIII. He may, on extraordinary occafions, convene the .| 
General AflTembly, and in cafe of difagrcement between the 
two Houfes with refpedt to the time of adjournment, adjourn 
them to fuch time as he (hall think proper* not beyond the 1 
|burth Monday in the month of November then enfuing. 
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ARTICLE III. - .-*<€tiof and 

I. The judicial power (hall be veftcd in fuch Sn^ '• ,^_ 
Inferior Courts of Law and Equity, as the Legiflacure in*..., 
from time to time, direct and ellablilh* 

The Judges of each (hall hold ihcir commiffions during 
good behaviour ; and Judges of the Superior Courts Iha)), at 
itated times^ receive a compenfation for their fervices, which 
ihall neither be increafed or diminifhed during their conti« 
nuance in office ; but they (hall receive no fees, or perquiiices 
of office, nor hold any other office of profit or truft, under 
this ftate, the United States, or any other power. 

IL The ftyle of all proceffes (hall be, " The State of South. 
Carolina," — All profecutions (hall be carried on in the name 
and by the authority of the date of South-Carolina, and con* 
4:lude — *^ againft the peace and dignity of the fame." 

ARTICLE IV. 
All perfons, who (hall be chofen or appointed to any office 
•of profit or truft, before entering on the execution thereof, 
(hall take the following oath z " I do fwear, [or affirm] that 
I am duly qualified, according to the conHitution of this 
Aate, to exercife the office, to which I have been appointed, 
and will, to the htd of my abilities, difcharge the dutie$ 
thereof, and preferve, proteft, and defend the conftitution of 
this (late, and (^ .the United States." 



ARTICLE V. 

I. The Houfeof Rcprrftntatives (hall have the fole power 
t>f impeaching ; but no impeachment (hall be made, unlefs 
with the concurrence of two-thirds of the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives. 

IL All impeachments ihall be tried by the Senate^, When 
fitting for that purpofe, the Senators (ha.ll be on oath, or 
affirmation.; and no perfon (hail be convi^ed without tbe 
concurrence of two-thirds of the meihbers prcfent. 

III. The Governor, Lieutlenant-Governor, and all the 
Civil officers, (hall be liable to im(>eachment, for any mifde- 
meanor in office ; but judgment in fuch cafes, (hall not eiu 
fend further than to a removal from office, and difquaiifica- 
tion to hold any office of honour, truft, or profit, under 
•this ftate, — The party con v idled (hall nerertheiefs be liable 

R a 
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to indiAment, trialj judgment^ and pcinifliment, accordinf 
to law. 



ARTICLE VI. 

I. The Judges of the Superior Courts, Commiffioners of 
tlic Trcafury, Secretary of the State, and Surveyor-Gencral, I 
ftall be ele^ed by the joint ballot of both Houfcs, in the 
Houfe of Reprefcntatives. The Coramiffioners of the Trea- 
fury. Secretary of this fUte, and Surveyor-General, (hall 
hold their offices far four years : but (hall not be eligible 
'Again for four years, after the expiration of the time for 
which they Ihall have been elefted. 

II. All other officers (hall be appointed, as they hitherto 
have been, until otherwife directed by law ; but Sheriffs Ihall 
hold their offices for four years, and not be again eligible^ 
for*four years after the term for which they (hall have been 
defied. 

III. All commiffions (hall be in the name, and by the 
authority of the Rate of South-Carolina, and be fealed with 
the feal of the (late, and be (igned by the Governor. 

ARTICLE VII. 
All laws, of force in this ftate, at the pafling of this con- 
ititution, (hall fo continue, until altered or repealed by the 
Lcgiflature, except where they are temporary, in which cafe 
they (hall expire, at the times refpedivcly limited for their 
iiuration, if not continued by adt of the Legidature. 

ARTICLE VIIL 
I. The free exercife and enjoyment of religious profeflion 
and wor(hip, without difcrimination or preference, (hall, for. 
ever hereafter, be allowed within this (iate to all mankind ; 
prov^ided, that the liberty of confcience, thereby declared, 
fhali not be fo conftrued as to excufe aits of licentioufnefs, or 
juftify practices inconfident with the peace or fafety of this 
ftate. 

^11. The rights, privileges, immunities and eftates of both 
«ivil and religious focieties, and of corporate bodies, (hall 
rismaih as if the conditution of this date had not been altered 
ttr amended* 
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ARTICLE IX. 

I. All power is originally veiled in the people ; and all 
free governments are founded on their authority^ and are in. 
ilituced for their peace, {siiety and happinefs. 

II. No freeman of this ftate, (hall be taken or imprifoncd, 
or diifeifed of his freehold, liberties or privileges, or out- 
lawed, or exiled, or in any manner deftroyed, or deprived of 
his life, liberty, or property, but by the judgment of his 
peers, or by the law of the land ; nor £hall any bill of attain, 
der, ex pofl fa^o law, or law impairing the obligation of con- 
tra^s, ever be pafled by the Lcgiflature of this ftate. 

Ill The military (hall be fubordinate to the civil power. 

IV. Exceffive bail (liall not be required, nor exceffive fines 
impofed, nor cruel punilhments inflidied. 

V. The Lcgiflature (hall not grant any title of nobility^ 
or hereditary diftiniflion, nor create any office, the appoint, 
ment to which (hall be for any longer time, than during 
good behaviour. 

VI. The trial by jury, as heretofore ofed in this ftate, 
and the liberty of the prefs, (hall be forever inviolably 
prefer ved. 

ARTICLE X. 

I. The bulinefs of the treafury (hall be, in future, con- 
duced by two Treafurers, one of whom (hall hold his office^ 
and refide at Columbia ; the other (hall hold his office, and 
reiide in Charlefton. 

II. The Secretary of State, and Surveyor-General, (hall 
hold their office^ both in Columbia and in Charlefton. They 
fliall refide at one place, and their Deputies at the other. 

III. At the conclufton of the circuits, the Judges (hall 
meet and (it at Columbia, for the purpofe of hearing and 
determining all motions, which may be made for new trials, 
and in arreft of judgments, and fuch points of law, as may 
be fuhmitted to them. From Columbia, they (hall proceed to 
Charlefton, and there hear and determine all fuch motions for 
new trials, and in arreft of judgment, and fuch points of law, 
as may be fuhmitted to them. 

IV. The Governor ftiall always rcfide, during the fitting 
of the Lcgiflature, at the place where their feflion may be 
held ; and, at all other times^ wbcrevcr^ in his opinion^ the 
public good may require. 



igi coNSTrrnnoN or 

V. T^e L«^ilaturelliall, aifoemaimaTbc 
lawi, f.)r the ..boliiion rjf the right* of primogeninrc, 
gi. irg an rquit'bic di:tribi]rianof chemicftaieat' ' 

ARTICLK XL 

N"f> ConTCTitifin if rhc ppojiie tkatl be called, ndeG by tbe 

conrjnroce of cwo-ctiircU of boih bimncties of die wh^ 

No pin of ihii conffitDiinn (ball be zitcml, imle& a hill 
To alter t[i? fame, ITi»li have been rrad. ihrcc tiiBca in the 
Koofe of Rcprcl*enr:itivej, and rbree ricica in the Senate, and. 
agpied to hv r™o-rhir<Js ot both hranchn of the tahoic icprc- 
frntarion ; neiiher finll mv aitrrjcion calce place, until die 
bill, IV> agreed ro, he publilhed three monihs, pn:vicm to a 
new (fleclion tVir members to the Hoofe of Rqnefentati^e* ; 
and if the alreration, pmpnfed by the LrgiQaoiTc, Ihall be 
igT^fd to, in rhi-ir firft fr&oa, by two-rhirds of the whole 
KprefCTMiftion in both branches of the LtgiSitare, after the 
fame llisll have been read three times, on three federal daji, 
>fi rach Hoofe, then and noc oiherwife, the dtox Oiail become 
a part of the eomtiiatinn. 

lycmt in Convention, ar Colatab'ar in the ftatcsf SGotii. 
Carolina, the third day of June, in ilic year of oor 
Lord 1790, and in the fnanccnth year of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of America. 
Kyihe Dnafiir«x»»ordfrof the Convention, 

"""\RL£S PINCKNEV", PrefiJni. 



of iht Sieit if Gecrgia, at rtvUti, 
ij iht Coniintian of ibi Suit, at 
dajefMay, 1798. 

RTICLE I. 

itive, executive and judiciary de. 
I of government, Ihall be diftina, 
I be conBded to a feparate body of 
1, or coIleAion of pcrfons, beiog of 
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one of thofc departments, (hall exercife any power properlf 
attached to either of the others, except in the inftances here- 
in exprefsly permitted. 

Sect. 2. Thelegiflativc power fhall he veftcd in two fe- 
^arate and diftind branches, to wit, a Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefeniatives, to be fty led " The General Affembly.'* 

Sect, 3, The Senate (hail be elefted annually, on the fird 
Monday in November, umil fuch day of eleftion be altered 
by law ; and (hall be compofed of one Member from each 
county, to be chofen by the eleftors thereof* 

Sect. 4. No perfon (hall be a Senator, who ihall not 
have attained to the age of twenty-five years ; and have 
been nine years a citizen of the United States, and three 
years an inhabitant of this ftate, and (hall have ufually redd- 
ed withiii the county for which he (hall be returned, at leaft 
one year immediately preceding his eledlion, (except perfons 
who may have been abfent on pnblic bufmefs of this ftate^ 
or of the^nited States) and is and (hall have been pofTeiTed 
in his own right, of a fettled freehold eftate of the value of 
five hundred dollars, or of taxable property to the amount of 
one thoufand dollars, within the county, for one year pre. 
ceding his eledion ; and whofe eftate (hall, on a reafonable 
eftimation, be fully competent to the difcharge of his juf^ 
debts, over and above that fum. 

Sect. 5. The Senate (hall eled, by ballot, a Prefident out 
of their own body. 

Sect. 6. The Senate fliall have the fole power to try all 
impeachments : — When fitting for that purpofe, they (hall 
be on oath or affirmation ; and no perfoi% (hall be convidled> 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of the Members prc- 
fent : — ^Judgment, in cafes of impeachment, (hall not extend 
further than removal from office, and difqualification to hold 
and enjoy any office of honour, truft or profit, within this 
ftate; but the party con viftcd (hall, neverthclefs, be fubje^l 
to indidimentj trial, judgment, and punifhment, according 
to law. 

SiCT. 7. The Houfe of Rcprefcntatives ihall be compofed 
of members from all the counties which now are, or hereaf- 
ter may be,, included within this ftate, according to their 
refpcftive numbers of free white perfons, and including three- 
fifths of all the j)eople of colour : The a^ual enumeratioii 
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V. The Le^iflature ihall| as Coon as may be convenient, pals 
laws, for the abolition of the rights of primogeniture, and for 
giving an equitable diflribution of the real eftate of intcftatet. 

ARTICLE XL 
No Convention of the people ihall be called, unlefs by the 
concurrence of two- thirds of both branches of the whole 
tcprefentation. 

No part of this conftitution (hall be altered, unlefs a hill 
to alter the fame, (hall have been read three times in the 
Houfe of Rcprefcnta fives, and three times in the Senate, and 
agreed to by two-thirds of both branches of the whole repre- 
fentation ; neither fliall any alteration take place, until the 
bin, fo agreed to, be publiihed three months, previous to a 
new eleftion for members to the Houfe of Reprefentaiives ; 
«nd if the alteration, propofed by the Legiflature, ihall be 
^agreed to, in their fii^ fieffion, by two-thirds of the whole 
f'Cprefentation in both branch^ of the Legiflature, after the 
fame fhal! have been read three times, on three feveral days, 
•i« each Houfe, then and not otherwife, the fame (hall become 
a part of the conftitution* 

Done in Convention, at Columbia, in the (late of South* 
Carolina, the third day of June, in the year of our 
Lord 1790, and in the fourteenth year of the Inde. 
pcndence of the United States of America. 
By the unanimous order of the Convention, 

CHARLES PINCKNEY, Frefidtftt. 



GEORGIA. 

The CONSTITUTION of the Stau of Georgia^ as revised, 
amended and iompiled^ hy the Contention of the Stute^ at 
Lou'ipvUley on the ^qth daj of May., 17 9 8* 

ARTICLE I. 

■Sect, j, TPHE legiflative, executive and judiciary de- 

X partmcTits of government, (hall be diitin«% 

and each department (hall be confided to a feparate body of 

jnigiflracyj and no jterfon, or collcWon of perfons, being of 
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one of thofc departments, (hall exercife any power properif 
attached to either of the others, except in the inftances here- 
in exprefsly permitted. 

Sect. 2. Th^legiflativc power fhall he veiled in two fe- 
^arate and diftind branches, to wit, a Senate and Houfe of 
Rcprefentatives, to be ft y led " The General Affembly.** 

Sect. 3. The Senate (hail be elefted annually, on the firft 
Monday in November, until fuch day of eleftion be altered 
by law ; and (hall be compofed of one Member from each 
county, to be chofen by the ele^ors thereof. 

Sect. 4. No perfon fhall be a Senator, who (hall noc 
have attained to the age of twenty-five years 5 and have 
been nine years a citizen of the United States, and three 
years an inhabitant of this ftate, and fhall have ufually refid- 
ed within the county for which he fhall be returned, at leafl 
one year immediately preceding his eledlion, (except perfons 
who may have been abfent on public bufinefs of this flate, 
or of the United States) and is and fhall have been pofTefTed 
in his own right, of a fettled freehold eflate of the value of 
five hundred dollars, or of taxable property to the amount of 
one thoufand dollars, within the county, for one year pre- 
ceding his eledion ; and whofe eflate fhall, on a reafonable 
eftimation, be fully competent to the difcharge of his juf^ 
debts, over and above that fum. 

Sect. 5. The Senate fhall cka, by ballot, a Prefidcnt out 
of their own body. 

Sect. 6. The Senate fliall have the fole power to try all 
impeachments : — When fitting for that purpofe, they fhall 
be on oath or affirmation ; and no perfon fhall be convided, 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of the Members pre- 
fent : — Judgment, in cafes of impeachment, fhall not extend 
further than removal from office, and difqualification to bold 
and enjoy any office of honour, truft or profit, within this 
ftate; but the party conviftcd fhall, neverthelefs, be fubjc€t 
to indidimcnt, trial, judgment, and punifhment, according 
to law. 

Sect. 7. The Houfe of Rcprefcntativcs fhall be compofed 
of members from all the counties which now are, or hereaf- 
ter may be,, included within this ftate, according to their 
refpcflive numbers of free white perfons, and including three- 
fifths of all the people of colour : The adtual enumeratioM 
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fliall be made within two years, and within every fnbreqoent 
term gf feven year* therei^fter, at fuch time, and in Aich 
manner, at this Convention may direct : Each county con- 
taining three thoufand perfons, agreeably to the foregoing 
plan of enumeration, (hall be entitled to two members, fcvcn 
thoofand to three members, and twelve thonfand to four 
members ; but each county (hall have at kail one, and not 
Miore than four members : the Reprefentativcs (hall be chofea 
imnaally, on the iirft Monday in November, until fach day 
of eledion be altered by law : until the atorefaid enumera* 
tion (hall be made, the feveral counties (hall be entitled to 
the following number of.Reprefentatives, refpedively :—- • 
Camden two; Glynn two; Liberty three; M^Inioih two ; 
Bryan one; Chatham four; Effingham two; Scriven two; 
Montgomery two ; Burke three ; Bullock one ; JeflFerfon 
three ; Lincoln two ; Elbert three ; Jackfon two ; Richmond 
three ; Wilkeafour ; Columbia three ; Warren three ; W&ih« 
ington three; Hancock four; Greene three; Oglethorpe 
three ; and Franklin two. 

. SscT. 8i No pcrfon (hall be a Reprefcntativc who (hall 
Dot have attained to the age of twenty .one years, and have 
heen feven years a citizen of the United States, three yeart 
«n inhabitant of this ftate, and have ufually re&ied in tho 
county in which he (hall be chofen, one year immcdiaiely 
preceding his cledion (unlefs he (hall have been abfenton pub- 
lic bufinefs of this (late or of the United States) and (hall he 
po{re(red, in his own right, of a fettled freehold eftate of the 
value of two hundred and fifty dollars, or of taxable proper- 
ty to the amount of (five hundred dollars, within the county, 
for one year preceding his election ; and whofe eftate (hall, on a 
reafonable:eftimatioD, be competent to the difcharge of hit 
ju(l debts, over and above that (nnu 

Sect« 9. The Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall choofe their 
Speaker and other officers. 1 

Sect. iq. Theyihallhave.foleiy the power to impeach all 
perfons who have been, or may be in office. 

Sect*. I I'.i No pcrfoir holding any military commiffion or 
other appointment having any emolument or compenfation an*, 
ncxed thereto, under this (tat« or the United States^ or either 
of them (except 'Juftices of the Inferior Court, Judices of 
the Peace, and officers of the miliiiaj nor any perfon who hu 
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had charge of public monies belonging to the flate, tindccount. 
ed for and anpaid^ or who has not paid all legal taxes or 
Gontribotions to the government^ required of him, (hall hart 
a feat in either branch of the General Aflembly ; nor fiiall 
any Senator or Reprcfentaiire be elected to any office or ap- 
pointment by the Legiflature, having any emoluments or 
^compenfation annexed thereto, during the time for which ha 
fhall have been ele^ed, with the above exceptions, unlefs he 
(hall decline accepting his feat, by notice to the Executive, 
within twenty days after he fhall have been eledled ; nor (hall 
any Member, after having taken his feat, be eligible to 
any of the aforefaid offices or appointments during the time 
for which he (hall hare been eleOed. 

Stcf. 12 The meeting ot tbe General Affembly (hall be 
annual^ on the fecond Tueiday in Janoary, until (bch day 
of Bieeting be altered by law ; a majority of each branch 
(hall be aQthorized to proceed to bufinefs ; but a fmaller num- 
ber may adjourn from day to day, and compel the at- 
tendance of their Members in fuch manner as each Houfe may 
prefcribe. 

SfecT. i ). Each Houfe fhall be the judges o£ the deflionl, 
returns and qualifications of its o#n Members, with powers 
to expel or puhifli by cenfuring, fining and imprifoning, or 
either, for diforderly behaviour, and may expel ahy p«rfon 
convi^ed of any felonious or infafmous offence ; each Houfe 
may punifh by imprifonment, during fefiion, any p^ifen, not 
a Member, whothkll be guiky of difrefpe€l by any diforder- 
ly or contemptuous behavioar in its prefence, or who, dliring 
feflioa, ihall ttireaten harm to the body oreHate of any Mem- 
-ber, for arty thing faid or done in either Ifoufe, or who fh^ll 
affaulc any of them therefor* or who (ball affauk or arriefl: 
any witnefs, in going to or returning therefrom, or who 
fliall refcue any perfon arrefted by order of either Houfe. 

SicT. 14. No Senator or Reprefentative (hall be liable 
to be arrefted daring his attendance on the General AflTembly, 
or for ten days prfevious to its fitting, ov for ten days aft^r 
the rifing thereof, except for treafon, felony, or breach 'Of 
the peace ; nor (hall arty member ht liable to anfwer for afty 
thing fpoken in debftte in either houfe, in any court or place 
elfewhere ; but (hall neverthelefs be bound to anfwer for per- 
jury, bribery or corruption. 
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SiCT. i;. Each Hoofe (hall keep a journal of its proceed, 
ings^ and publilh them immediately after their adjournment ; 
and the yeas and nayi of the members on any queftion, (hally 
at the dedre of any two members, be entered on the journals. 

Sect* i6. All bills for raifing revenue or appropriating 
monies, (hall originate in the Houfe of Reprefcntatives ; 
but the Senate Ihali propofe or concur with amendments^ as 
in other bills. 

Sect. 17. Every bill (hall be read three times and on 
three feparate days, in each branch of the General AfTemblyi 
before it (hall pafs, unlefs in cafes of ad^ual invaiion or infur. 
region; nor (hall any law or ordinance pafs, containing any 
matter different from what is expreflfed in the title thereof; 
and all adls (hall be (igned by the Prefident in the Senate, 
and Speaker in the Houfe of Reprefcntatives : No bill or 
ordinance which (hall have been reje^ed by either Houfe, (hall 
be brought in again during the feflion, under the fame or 
.any other title, without the confent of two*. thirds of each 
branch. 

Sect. i8. Each Senator and Reprefentative, before he be 
permitted to take his feat, (hall take an oath or make af. 
firmation, that he hath not pradifed any unlawful means, j 
either dired^ly or indirectly, to procure his ele^ion ; and 
every perfon (hall be difqualified from ferving as a Senator j 
or Reprefentative, for the term for which he (hall have been 1 
ele^ed, who (hall be convidted of having given or offered 
any bribe or treat, or canvuffed for fuch eie^ioa ; and every 
candidate employing like means, and not ele^ed, (hall, on 
conviction, be ineligible to ho)d a feat in either Houfe, or to 
hold any office of honor or profit for the term of one year, 
and to fuch other difabilities or penalties as may be prefcribf 
ed by law. , 

Sect. 19. Every member of the Senate, or Houfe of Re- ' 
prefentatives, (hall, before he takes his feat, take the fol. 
lowing oath or afHrraation, to wit — " I, A, B. dofoleronly 
^« fwear or affirm, (as the cafe may be) that I have not ob- 
" tained my election by bribery, treats, canvaffing, or other 
" undue or unlawful means, ufed by myfelf, or others by 
" my defire or approhat-on^ for that purpofe; that T confider 
** myfelf conftitutionally qualified as a Senator or Reprefcn- 
<' fentative ; and that on aii queitions and meafares which 
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'* may come before me, I will give my vote, and focondu(5l 
•' noyfclf, as may, in my judgment, appear raofl conducive to 
*' the intereft and profperity of this ftate ; and that I will 
*^ bear true faith and allegiance to the fame ; and to the ut- 
'' raoft of my power and ability obferve, conform to, fup- 
" port and defend, the conftitution thereof." 

Sect. 20* No perfon, who hath been or may be convict- 
ed of felony, before any court of this ftatc, or any of the 
United States, (hall be eligible to any office or appointment 
of honor, profit or truft, within this ftate. 

Sect. 21. Neither Houfe, during the feffion of the 
Oeneral Aflembly, fhall, without the confcnt of the other, 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place, 
than that at which the two branches (hall be fitting ; and in cafe 
of difagreemeni between the Senate and Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives, with refpeft to their adjournment, the Governor 
may adjourn them* 

Sect. 22. The General Aflembly Ihall have power to 
make all laws and ordinances, which they (hall deem r.^ef- 
fary and proper for the good of the ftate, which (hall not be 
repugnant to this conftitution. 

Sect, 25. They (hall have power to alter the boundaries 
of the prefent counties, and to lay off new ones, as well out 
of the counties already laid off, as out of the other territory 
belonging to the ftate ; but the property of the foil, in a 
free government, being one of the elTential rights of a free 
people, it is n«ce(rary, in order to avoid difputes, that the 
limits of this ftate (hould be afcertained with precifion and 
exa^nefs ; and this Convention, compofed of the immediate 
reprefentatives of the people, chofen by them to aiTert their 
rights, and to revife the powers given by them to the govern- 
raent, and from whofe will, all ruling authority of right 
flows, DOTH afTert and declare, the boundaries of this ftate 
to be as follow : That is to fay, the limits, boundaries, jn- 
rifdidions and authority, of the ftate of Georgia, do, and 
did, and of right ought to extend from the fea or mouth of 
the river Savannah, along the northern branch or ftream 
thereof, to the fork or confluence of the rivers now called Tu- 
galo and Keowee, and from thence along the moft northern 
branch or ftream of the faid river Tugalo, till it interfed the 
northern boundary line of South-Carolina. If the faid branch 

S 
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or dream of Tugalo extends fo far north, refer ving all the 
lAandft in the faid rivers Savannah and Tugalo to Georgia ; 
but if the head fpring or fource of any branch or (kr^am of 
the faid river Tugalo, does not extend to the north boundary 
line of i^outh -Carolina, then a w«ft line to the MiiUffippi, to 
be drawn from the head fpring or fource of the faid branch 
or dream of Tugak) river, which extends to the bigheft 
northern latitude; thence down the middle of the faid river 
Miffiflippi, until it ftxall interfeft the northernmod part of the 
thirty.firil degree of north latitude ; fouth by a line 
drawn due eaft, from the termination of the line laft mention. 
ed, in the latitude of thirty-one degrees north of the equator, 
to the middle of the river Apalachicola, 01 Chatahoochee ; 
thence along the middle thereof, to its jundion with 
Flint river; thence lira ight to the head of St. Mary's river; 
and thence along the middle of St. Mary's river to the At- 
lantic ocean ; and from thence to the mouth or inlet of Sa- 
vannah river, the place of beginning. Including and com- 
prel #(iding all the lands and waters within the faid limits, 
boundaries and jurifdi^ional rights ; and alfo, all the iJlands 
within twenty leagues of the fea coaft. And this Conven- 
tioa doth further declare and aiTert, that all the territory 
without the prefent temporary Line and within the limits 
aforcfaid, is now, of right, the property of the free citizens 
of thi^ ftate, and held by them in fovercignty, inalienable 
but by their confent : Pro'vided neverthd^s^ That nothing 
herein contained ihall be conftrued, fo as to prevent a fale 
to, or contra^ with the United States, by the Legillafure of this 
ftate, of and for all or any part of the weftera territory of 
this date, laying wed ward of the river Chatahoochee, on 
fuch terms as may be beneficial to both parties ; and may 
procure an extenfioo of fettlement, and an extinguiihment of 
Indian claims, in and to the vacant territory of this date, 
to the ead and north of the faid river Chatahooche, to which 
territory, fuch power of coniraft or fale, by the Legidature, 
(hall not extend : Avd provided alfo^ The Legiflature may 
give its confent to the eftabii&roent of one or mox^e govern* 
ments wed ward thereof; but monopolies of land by indivi. 
duals, being contia^y to the fpisit of our free government, 
no fale of territory of this ftate, or any part thereof, (hall 
take place to individuals or private companies, unlefs a county 
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or counties fiiall have been firft laid ofF, including fuch terri- 
tory, and the Indian rights (hall have been extinguifticd 
thereto. 

Sect. 24, The foregoing feftion of this article having 
declared the common rights of the free citizen* of this ftafe, 
in and to all the tfcrritory without the prcfert temporary 
boundary line, and within the limits of this ftate, thereby 
defined,, by which the contemplated purchafcs of certain 
companies of a confiderable portion thereof, are become con- 
ftitutiena^y void; and jaftice and good faith require, that 
the ftate (hould not detain a confideratien for a -contra^, 
which has failed ; the Legiflature, at their next feflion, (hall 
make prorifion, by law, for returning to any perfon or per- 
fons, who lias or have hon'a fide depofited monies for fuch 
purchafcs in the treafury of this ftate : Pro'vldedy That the 
lame (hall not have been drawn therefrom in terms of the aft,, 
pa (Ted the thirteenth day of February,, one thoufend feven 
hundred and ninety.ftx, commonly called the refcinding aft, 
or the appropriation laws of the years one thoufand feven 
hundred and ninety-fix, and one thousand feven hundred and 
ninety -feven ; nor (hall the monies, paid for fuch purchafcs, 
ever be deemed a part of the funds of this ftate, or be liable 
to appropriation as fuch ; but untU fuch monies be drawn 
from the treafury, they (hall be confidered altogether at thfe 
rifqae of the perfons who have depofited the fame. No 
money (hall be drawn out of the treafury, or from the public 
fundi of this ftate, excepr by appropriation made by law ; 
and a regular ftatement and" account, of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of all public nwnics, (hall be publi(hed from 
time to time.. No-vote,, refolution, law, or order, (hallpafs 
the General A(remWy,. granting a donation or gratuity in fa- 
vour of any perfon whatever, but by the concurrence of two* 
thirds of the General Affembly.^ 

Sect.. 25- It (hall be the duty of the Juftices of the In- 
ferior Court, or any three of them> in each county refpec- 
tively,, within fixty days after the adjournment of this con- 
vention, to appoint one or more fit perfons in each county, 
net exceeding one for each battalion diftrift, whofe duty it (hall 
be to take a full and accurate cenfus or enumeration of all free 
white perfons, and people of colour, refiding therein, diftin- 
guilhing),infcpafiatecolumns>thc free white perfons from perfons 
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of colour, and return the fame to the Clerks of the Superior 
Courts of the feveral counties, certified under their hands, 
on or before the firft day of December next — the perfons {o 
appointed, being firft feverally fworn before the faid Juftices 
or either of them, duly and faithfully to perform the truft rc- 
pofcd in them ; and it (hall be the duty of the faid Clerks, to 
tranfmit allfuch returns, under feal, direded to the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Rcprefentatives, at the firft fcffion of the 
Legillature there«fter : And it (hall be the duty, of the General 
Affembly, at their faid firft feftion, to apportion the Mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Rcprefentatives among the feveral coun- 
ties, agreeably to the plan prefcribed by this conftitutioii, 
and to provide an adequate compenfation for the taking of 
the faid cenfus. Every perfon, whofe ufual place of abode (ball 
he in any family on the firft IV^onday in July next, (hall be re. 
turned as of fuch family, and every perfon, occafionally ab^ 
fent at the time of taking the enumeration, as belonging to 
that place in which he ufually refides. The General A(rem- 
hly (hall, by.law, dired^ the manner of taking fuch cenfus or 
enumeration, within every fubfequent term of feven years, 
in conformity to this conftitution. And it is declared to be 
the duty of all officers, civil and military, throughout this ftate, 
to be aiding and aflifting in the true and faithful execution 
thereof. In cafe the Juftices of the Inferior Courts (hould 
fail to make fuch appointments, or if there (hould not be a 
fufEcient number of fuch Juftices in any county, then the 
Juftices of the Peace, or any three of them, (hall havt and 
exercife like powers and authority refpefting the faid cenfus ; 
jind if the cenfus or enumeration of any county (hall not be 
fo taken and returned, then, and in that cafe, the General 
A(rembly (hall apportipn the reprefentation of fuch county, 
according to the beft evidence in their power, relative to its 
populati^. 

ARTICLE II. 
Sect. i. The executive power (hall be vefted in a Go- 
vernor, who (hall hold his office during the term of two 
years, and until fuch time as a fuccefTor (hall be chofen and 
qualified ; he (hall have a competent falary eftablifhed by 
law, which (hall not be increafed or diminifhed during the 
period for which he (hall have been clewed ; neither (hall he 
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receive, wi'chin that period, any other emolument from the 
United States, or either of them, or from any foreign power. 

Sect. 2. The Governor (hail be ele^ed by the General 
Afferably, at their fecond annual feflion after the rifing of thia 
Convention^ and at every fecond annual felfion thereafter, on 
the fecond day after the two 4ioofes (hall be organized and 
competent to proceed to bufinefs*. 

Sect. 3. No perfon Ihall be eligible to the office of Go- 
vernor, who (hall not have been a citizen of the United States- 
twelve years> and an inhabitant of this date (ix years, and 
who hath not attained to the age of thirty years, and who 
does not poiTefs five hundred acres of land, in his own right, 
within this, ftate, and other property to the amount of four 
thoufand dollars, and whofe edate Ihall not, on a reafonablc 
eftimation,. be competent to the difcharge of his debts, over 
and above that fum.. 

Sect. 4. In cafe of the death or refignation, or difability 
of the Governor,, the Prelident of the Senate (ball exercife 
the executive powers, of government, until fuch difability be 
removed, or until the next meeting of the General AlTembly. 

Sect. 5. The Governor (hall, before he enters on the 
duties of his office, take the following, oath or affirmation : 

I do folemnly fwear or affirm (as the cafe may be; that I 

will faithfully execute the office of Governor of the flate 

of Georgia ; and wiil„ to the bed of my abilities, prc- 
" ferve, protcft,. and defend the faid date, and caufe jultice 
" to be executed in mercy therein,, according to the conftiti- 
** tion and laws thereof." 

Sect. 6. He (hall be Commander in Chief of the army 
and navy of this^ftate, and of the militia thereof. 

Sect. 7. He (hall have power to grant reprieves for 
offences againft the ftate, except in cafes of impeachment, and 
to grant pardons, or to remit any part of a fentence, in all 
cafes after conviction, except for treafon or murder,, in which 
cafiS he may refpite the execution^ and make rejwrt thereof 
to the next General Aflfembly, by whom a pardon may be 
granted. 

Sect.. 8. He fhall i(rue writs of eledion to fill up all 
vacancies that happen in the Senate or Houfc of Reprefenta* 
tives : and (hall have power to convene the General Affera- 
bly on extraordinary occafions ; and fhall give them ^ from 
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time to time, information of the ftatc of the republic, and 
recommend to their confideration fuch meafures as he may 
deem necelTary and expedient. 

Sect. 9. When any office (hall become vacant by death, 
refignaiion, or otherwife, the Governor (hall have the power 
to fill fuch vacancy ; and perfons fo appointed, (hall con- 
tinue in office until a fuccedbr is appointed, agreeably to the 
mode pointed out by this conftitution, or by the Legiflatare. 

Sect. 10. He (hall have the revidon of all bills pa(rcd by 
both Houfes, before the fame (hall become laws, but two. 
thirds of both Houfes may pafs a law notwithftanding his 
di(rent : and if any bill (hould not be returned by the Go. 
vcrnor within five days after it hath been prefented to him, 
the fame (hall be a law, unlefs the General Afifembly, by 
their adjournment, (hall prevent its return. 

Sect. 11. Every vote, refolution or order, to which the 
concurrence of bo(h Houfes may be neceffary, except on a 
qufftion of adjournment, (hall be prefented to the Governor ; 
and before it (hall take e(red be approved by him, or being 
difapproved, may be repa(red by two-thirds of both Houfes, 
according to the rules and limitations prefcribed in cafe of a 
bill. 

Sect, i 2. There (hall be a Secretary of the ftate, a Trea- 
furer, and a Surveyor General, appointed in the fame manner, 
i^nd at the fame feffion of the Legidature, and they (hall hold 
their offices for the like period as the Governor, and (hall 
have a competent falary, including fuch emoluments as may 
be eftabli(hed by law, which (hall not be increafed or dimi- 
ni(hed during the period for which they (hall have been 
ele^ed. 

Sect. 13. The great feal of the ftate (hall be depofited 
in th« office of the Secretary of State, and (hall not be af. 
fixed to any inftrument of writing, but by order of the Go. 
vernor or General Affctnhly ; and the General Aii^mbly (hall, 
at their fir(k ftffion after the rifing of this Convention, caufe 
the great feal to be altered, by law. 

Sect. 14. The Governor (hall have power to appoint his 
own Secretaries. 



!^ 



ARTICLE HI. 
Section !• The judicial powers of this ftate (hall be 
\eftcd in a Superior Courts and in fuch inferior jurifdi^ions 
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IS the Legiflatare (hall, from time to time, ordain and 

eftablilh. The Judges of the Superior Courts (hall be eled^ed 

for the term of three years^ removable by the Governor od 

the addrefs of two-thirds of both Houfes for that purpofe^ 

or by impeachment and conviction thereon. The Superior 

Court (hall have axclufive and final jurifdidion in all criminal . 

cafes, which fiiall be tried in the county wherein the crime 

was committed^ and in all cafes refpeding titles to land> 

which (hall be tried in the county where the land lies ; and 

fhall have power to correal errors in inferior judicatories by 

writs of certiorari^ as well as errors in the Superior CourtSj, 

and to order new trials on proper and legal grounds : Pro. 

'videdj That fuch new trials fhall be determined^ andfuch errors 

corre^ed, in the Superior Court of the county in which fuch 

adion originated. And the faid court (hall alfo have appel. 

late jurifdidion in fuch other cafes as the Legiflature may 

by law diredy which (hall in no cafe tend to remove the 

caufe from the county in which the adion originated ; and 

the Judges thereof, in all cafes of application for new trials^ 

or corredionof errors, (hall enter their opinions on the mi. 

nutesof the court. The Inferior Courts (hall ha ire cognizance 

of all other civil cafes, which (hall be tried in the county 

wherein the defendant refides, except in cafes of joint 

obligors, refiding in different counties, which may be com. 

menced in either county ; and a copy of the petition and 

procefs, ferved on the party or parties refiding out of tfce 

county in which the fuit may be commenced, (hall be deemed 

fufficient fervice, under fuch rules and regulations as the 

Legiflature may dired: but the Legiflature may, bylaw, to 

which two-thirds of each branch (hall concur, give concur. 

rent jurifdidion to the Superior Courts. The Superior 

and Inferior Courts (hall fit in each county twice in ever/ 

year, at fuch flated times as the Legiflature (halj appoint. 

Sect. 2. The Judges (hall have falaries, adequate to their 
fcr vices, eftablifhed by law, which fhall not be increafed 
or diminiflied during their continuance in office ; but fliall 
not receive any other perquifites or emoluments whatever, 
from parties or others, on account of any duty required of 
them. 

Sect. 3. There (hall be a State's Attorney and Solicitors 
appointed by the Legiflature^ and commiflioned by the Go. 
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Tcrnor^ who fhall hold their offices for the term of three 
jearsi unlefs removed by fen te nee on impeach men t^ or by the 
Governor) on the addrefs of two-thirds of each branch of 
the General Aflembly. They (hall have falariet adequate to 
their fei vices, eftabliflicd by laWy which (hall not be increaf- 
ed or diminilhcd during their continuance in office. 

StCT. 4* Jullices of the Inferior Courts (hall be^appoioted 
by the General AfTcmbly^ and be commiffioned by the Go- 
vernor, and (hall hold their commUCons during good beha. 
viour, or as long as they refpeflively redde in the county for 
which they (liall be appointed, unlefs removed by fentence 
€n iropsachroent,. or by the Governor on the addrefs of two> 
thirds of each branch of the General A(rembly.. They may- 
be compenfated for their fervices^ in fuch. manner as rhe- 
Legidature may by law direifl.. 

Sect. 5.. The Juftices of the Peace (hall be nominated by 
the Inferior Courts of the feveral counties, and commiffioned 
by the Governor,, and there fhall be two Juftices of the 
Peace in each captain's diftri^,. either or both of whom, (hall, 
have power to try all cafes of a civil nature,, within their 
diftri^, where the debt,, or liquidated demand,, does not ex* 
ceed thirty dollars, in fuch manner as the Legillature may 
by law direfl*. They (hall hold their appointments during 
good behaviour,, or until they (hall be removed by convic- 
tion on indi^ment in the Superior Court,, for maLpradice in^ 
office, or for any felonious or infamous crime,, or by the Go- 
vernor, on the addrefs of two-thirds of each l)ranch of the 
Legiflature. 

Sect. 6. The powers of a Court of Ordinary or Regifler 
of Probates,, (hall be vefted in the Inferior Courts of each 
county, from whofe deci(ion there may be an appeal to the 
Superior Court,, under fuch re(tridions and regulations as the 
General A(rcmbly may by law direfl; but the Inferior 
Court (hall have power to ve(i the care of the records and 
ether proceedings therein, in the Clerk,, or fuch other perfon 
as they may appoint, and any one or more Juftices of the 
faid Court, with fuch Clerk or other perfon, may iffue cita- 
fwmt. and grant temporary letters, in time of vacation, 
'1 the next meeting of the faid court ; and fuch 
tr perfon may grant marriage liccnfcs. 
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Sect. 7. The Judges of the Superior Courts, or any one 
of thenij (hall have power to ifTue writs of mandamusy pro- 
\\\h\x\oxiy fc'tre facias and all other writs which may be necef- 
£ary for carrying their powers fully into efFc^. 

Sect. 8. Within five years after the adoption of this 
conftitution, the body of our laws, civil and crioii^nal, (hall 
Idc revifcd, digefted and arranged, under proper heads, and 
promulgated in fuch manner as the Legiflature may diredl ; 
and no perfon (hall be debarred from advocating or defend- 
ing his caufe, before any court or tribunal, cither by him- 
felf or counfel, or both. 

Sect. 9, Divorces (hall not be granted by the Legiila- 
tare, until the parties (hall have had a fair trial before the 
Superior Court, and a verdi^ (hall have been obtained, au. 
thorizing a divorce upon legal principles., And in fuch 
cafes, two.thirds of each branch of the Legiflature may 
pafs a^s of divorce accordingly. 

Sect. 10. The Clerks of the Superior and Inferior Courtk 
(hall be appointed in fuch manner as the Legiflature may by 
law dired, (hall be commifiipned Jliy the Governor, and (hall 
continue in office during good behaviour. 

Sect. ii. Sheriffs (hall be appointed in fuch manner as 
the General Affembly may by law diredl, and (hall hold 
their appointments for the term of two years, unlefs fooner 
removed by fentence on impeachment, or by the Governor, 
on the addrefs of two-thirds of the Juftices of the Inferior 
Court and of the Peace in the county ; but no perfon (hall 
be twice eleded Sheriff within any term of feur years ; and 
no county officer after the next eledion, (hall be chofen at 
the time of clefting a Senator or Reprefentatifve. 

ARTICLE IV. 
Sect. i. The eleftors of members of the General Affem- 
bly, (hall be citizens and inhabitants of this date, and (hall 
have attained the age of twenty-one years, and have paid all 
taxes which may have been required of them, and whioh 
they have had an opportunity of paying, agreeably to law, 
for the year preceding the eleftion, and (hall have refided fix 
months within the county : Pro'videdy that in cafe of inva- 
fion, and the inhabitants (hall be driven from any county, 
fo as to prevent an eleftion therein, fuch refugee inhabitants. 
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being a nniority of the voters of fuch county , tasty met 
under the diref^ion of any three Juftices of the Peace thereoi 
in the neareft countyj not in a date of alarm> and proce< 
to an eledion, without having paid fuch tax fo required 
eledors^ and the perfons ele^ed tliereat> ihall be cntkled tj 
their feats. 

SiCT. a. All ele^Ions, by the General Aflembfy^ fhal 
be by joint ballot of both branches of the Legidatore ;. ai 
when the Senate »nd Houfe of Reprefentatives unite for thl 
purpofe of elc^ing, ihey ftiaU meet in. the Reprefentativf 
chamber^ and the Prefident of the Senate (hall in fuch cafe 
preiide^ receive the baliots». and declare the perfon or per. 
fons elefled. In all ele^Uons by the people^ the ele^oi 
ihall vote 'viva iioce^ until the Legiflature (hall otlierwife 
direa. 

Sect. 5, The general oBlcers^ of the militia^ (hall 
defied by the General A(rembly> and (hall be comQiiffione< 
by the Governor* All other officers of the militia (hall be 
eleded in fuch manner as the Legifllature may diredl, and (hall 
be commiffioned* by the Govccopr ; and all militia officers, 
now in commiflion, and thofe which may be hereafter 
commiffioned^ (hall hold their commidiont during their ufual 
refidence withia the divifion^ brigade^ regiment^ batta. 
lion^ or company^ to which they belong,, unlefs removed by 
fentence of a Court Martial,, or by the Governor, on the ad- 
drefs of two.thirds of each branch of the General AiTembly*. 

Sbctv 4, All perfons appointed by the Legiflature, to fill 
vacaneies, (hall continue in ofHce, only fo long as to com^ 
plete the time for which their predeceffors were appointed. 

Sect. j. Freedom of the prefs, and trial by jury, as hereto- 
fore ufed in this (late, (hall remain inviolate; and no ex fojt 
fa^o law (hall be paflfed* 

Sect. 6- No perfon,. who heretofore hath, been,, or here- 
after may be,, a colledor, or holder of public monies, (hall 
be eligible to any o(&ce in this ftate, until fueh perfon (hall 
have accounted for^ and paid into the treafury, all fums for 
which he may be accountable or liable* 

Sect. 7.. The perfon of a debtor, where there is not t 
ftroag prefumption of fraud, (hall not be detained in prifon, 
after delivering up, honafide^ all his eftate real and perfonal, 
for the ufe of his creditors, in fuch manner as (hall be here" 
after regulated by law* 
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Sect. 8. Convictions on impeachments, which have 
icretofore taken place, are hereby releafed, and perfons lay, 
bg under fuch convidions, r«ftored to citizenfhip. 
■ Sect. 9. The writ of habeas corpus (hall not be fufpended 
inleis when in cafe of rebellion, or invafion, the public 
ifety may require it. 

Sect, 10. No perTon within this ftate, (hall, upon any 
pretence, be deprived of the ineftimable privilege of wor- 
Ihipping God, in a maoner agreeable to his own confcience, 
aor be compelled to attend any place of worfhip, contrary 
to his own faith and judgment ; nor (hall he ever be obliged 
io pay tythca, taxes, or any other rate, for th& building or 
repairing any place of wor(hip, or for the maintenance 
bf any mini(ier or miniftry, contrary to what he believes to 
\ift right, or hath voluntarily engaged to do. No one religi. 
(msfociety (hall ever be e(labli(hed in this ftate, in prefierence 
p another; nor (hall any pcrfon be denied the enjoyment of 
my civil right, merely on account of his religious prinj 
ciples. 

! Sect, i i. There (hall be no future importation of flaveg 
l^to this ftate, from Africa, or any foreign place, after the 
Irft day of Odlobcr next. The Legiflature (hall have no power 
to pafs laws for the emancipation of flaves, without the con- 
fent of each of their refpeftiv« owners, previous to fuch 
emancipation. They (hall have no power to prevent emi- 
grants, from either of the United States to this ftate, from 
bringing with them fuch perfons, as may be deemed (laves, 
by the Uws of any one of the lUnited States. 

S«CT« It* Any perfon, who (hall roalicioqfly difmember 
br deprive a ftav^ of life, ftiall fuffbr i^ch punishment as 
would be infti^d, in cafe the like o(Fence had been commit- 
ted on a fsee white per(bn, and on the like proof, except in 
^ of ia&rfedlaon by fuch (lave, and unlefs fuch death (hould 
happen by accident, in giving fuch flave modjerate cor-redlion. 
i S«CT. 13* The arts and fticnces (hall be promoted, in one 
or TAQVt Seminaries of learning, and: the Legislature (hall, as 
ibon as conMeoieTfitly nay be, give fuch farther donations 
and privilege^ to thofe already eftabliihed, as may be ne- 
ccfl^y to fecutc the objects of their inftit-ution.; and it (hall 
be the duty of the General Aifembly, at their next feflion, 
to provide cffe^ttal mcafures fof the im^ovcnent and per. 
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manent fecarity of the funds and endowments of fuch loftl. 
tutions. 

Sect. 14. All ciril officers (hall continue in the exercife 
of the duties of their feveral offices, during the periods for 
which they were appointed, or until they (hall be fuperfeded 
by appointments made in conformity to this conflitution : 
And all laws, now in force, (hall continue to operate^ fo far 
as they are compatible with this conftitution, until repealed ; 
and it (hall be the duty of the General A(rembly to pafs all 
nece(rary laws and regulations, for carrying this conftitution 
into full effed. 

Sect. 15. No part of this conftitution (hall be altered, 
unlefs a bill for that purpofe,* fpecifying the alterations in. 
tended to be made, (hall have been read three times in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, and three times in the Senate, on 
three feveral days in each Houfe, and agreed to by two- 
thirds of each Houfe refpeftively ; and when any fuch bill 
(hall be pa(red in manner aforefaid, the fame (hall be publi(hed 
at Jeaft (ix months previous to the next enfuing annual elec- 
tion for members of the General A(rembly ; and if fuch 
alterations, or any of them fo propofed, (hall be agreed to in 
their firft feffion thereafter, by two- thirds of each branch 
the General A(rembly, after the fame (hall have been rea 
three times, on three feparate days, in each refpedlive houfq 
then, and not otherwife, the fame (hall become a part of th 
conftitution. 

WE, the underwritten Delegates of the people of the (lal 
of Georgia, ehofen and authorized by them to revife 
alter or amend, the powers and principles of their gol 
vernment, do declare, ordain, and ratify, the feven 
Articles and Sed^ions contained in the (ix pages hereuntj 
prefixed, as the conflitution of this (late ; and the famj 
(hall be in operation from the date hereof. 

In testimony whereof. We, and each of us refpcftivlyj 
have hereunto fet our hands, at LouifvilUy the feat 
government, this thirtieth day of May, in the year 
our Lord, one thoufand feven hundred and niocty-cighi 
and in the twenty.fccond year of the Independence oj 
the United States of America; and have caufed tfa( 
great feal of the date to be affixed thyereto. 
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Article 4th; SedUon 1 1 th^ . and firft line, the follomng 
words being interlined^ to wit : — *^ After the firft day of 
Oaober next." 

JARED IRWIN, Treftdent, 

and Delegate from Wajh'tngton, 



BRYAN. 
Jofcph Clay, jun. 
J. B. Maxwell, 
. Jno. Pray. 

BURKE. 
Benjamin Davis, 
John Morrifon, 
. John Milton. 
BULLOCH. 
James Bird, 
Andrew E. Wells, 
Charles M*Call, jnr. 

CAMDEN. 
Jas. Seagrove, 
Thomas Stafford* 

CHATHAM. 
Jas. Jackfon, 
Jas. Jones, 
Geo. Jones. 

COLUMBIA. 
James Simms^ 
Wa. Drane, 
James^M*Neil. 

EFFINGHAM. 
John King, 
John London, 
Thomas Polhill. 
ELBERT. 
Wm. Barnett, 
R. Hunt, 
Benj^ Mofely. 

Atleft, 



FRANKLIN. 
A. Franklin, 
Robt. Walters. 
Thomas Gilbert. 

• GLYNN. 
John Burnett, 
John Coupe r, 
Thos. Spalding. 
GREEN. 
G. W. Fofter, 
Jonas Fa ache, 
Jas. Nifhet. 

HANCOCK. 
Chas.Abercrombee, 
Thos. Lamar, 
Matt. Rabun. 

JEFFERSON. 
Peter J. Carnes, 
William Fleming, 
R. D. Gray. 

JACKSON. 
George Wilfon, 
James Piitraan, 
-Jofeph Humpheris. 

LIBERTY. 
James Cochran, 
James Powell, 
James Dunwody. 

LINCOLN. 
Henry Ware, 
GibfonWooldridge, 



Jared Groce. 

M'lNTOSH. 
John H. M'Intoih, 
James Gignilliat. 

MONTGOMERY. 
Benj, Harrifon, 
John Watts, 
John Jones. 

OGLETHORPE. 
Jno. Lumpkin, 
Thomas Duke, 
Burwell Pope. 

RICHxMOND. 
Robert Watkins, 
Abraham Jones. 
SCRIVEN. 
Lewis Lanier, 
Jas. H. Rutherford, 
James Oliver. 

WASHINGTON. 
John Watts, 

George Franklin. 
WARREN. 
John Lawfon, 
Arthur Fort, 
W. Stith, juhr. 
WILKES. 
Matt. Talbot, 
Jeffe Mercer, 
Ben. Taliaferro. 



JAMKS M. SIMMONS, Secretary. 
3^ 



V E R M O N T, 

Thf CONSTITUTION of Fermwty adopted by the C%n^eH^ 
tio/tf holden at fViftd/6r, July ^tby 1793. 

CHAP. I. 

A Declaratkn of the Rights of the Inhabttanti of the State of 

Vermont* 

ARTICLE L 

THAT alt men are born equally free and independent, and 
have certain natural, inherent, and unalienable rights, 
amongft which are the enjoying and defending life and 
liberty, acquiring, pofreiTing, and proted^ing property, and 
purfuing, and obtaining happinefa and fafety : — rthereforc, no 
male perfon, born in this country, or brought from overfea, 
ought to be holden by law, to ferve any pprfon as a fervant. 
Have, or apprentice, after he arrives to the age of twenty, 
one years, nor female in like manner* after ibe arrives to the 
age of eighteen years, unlefs they arc bound by their own 
confent, after they arrive to fuch age, or bound by law fox 
the payment of debts, damages, fines, cofls, or the like» 

ARTICLE II. 
That private property ought to be fubfervient to pub. 
lie ufcs when neceflity requires it, neverthelefs, whenever any 
perfon 's property is taken for the ufe of the public, the owner 
ought to receive an equivalent in mootYp 

ARTICLE HI. 
That all i^en have a natural and unalienable right to 
worlhip Almighty God, according to the dilates of their 
own confciences and underftandings, as in their opinion (ball 
be regulated by the word of God : and that no man ought 
to, or of right can be compelled to attend any religious 
worlhip, or ered or fupport any place of worfhip, or main, 
tain any miniiler contrary to the dilates of his confcience, 
nor can any man be juftly deprived or abridged of any civil 
right as a citizen, on account of his religious fentiments, or 



VERMONt* 



211 



pecufiar mode of religibus worihip; and that no authority 
can, or ought to be veiled in, or aifumed by, any power 
whatever, that (hall in any cafe interfere with, or in any 
manner controul the rights of confcience, in the free exercife 
of religious worihip. Neverthelefs, every fe^ or denomina- 
tion of Chriftians ought to obferve the fabbath or Lord's 
day, and keep up fome fort of religious worihip, which to 
them fhall feem mod agreeable to the revealed will of God. 

ARTICLE IV. 
Every perfon within this ftate ought to find a certain re- 
Riedy, by having recourfe to the laws, for all injuries or 
wrongs which he may receive in his perfon, property or cha- 
ra^er : he oaght to obtain right and juftice freely, and with. 
out being obliged to purchafe it ; completely and without 
any denial ; promptly arxl without delay ; conformably to 
the laws* 



ARTICLE V. 
That the people of this, ftate by their legal reprefentatives, 
liave the fote, inherent, and exclufive right of governing 
and regulating the internal police of the fame. 

ARllCLE VI. 
That all power being originally inherent in and confe- 
^nently derived from the people, therefore all ofEcers of 
government, whether legiilative or executive, are their 
truftees and fervants, and at all times, in a legal way, 
acaountable to them. 



ARTICLE VII. 
That government is, or ought to be, inftituted for the 
common benefit, prote^ion, and feeurity of the people, na- 
tion, or community, and not foe the particular emolument or 
advantage of any fingle man, family, or fet o£ men, who 
are a part only of that commnnity ; and that the con»n»inity 
bath an iadubitable, analienablf, and indefcafible right to 
reform or alter government, in fach manncf as (hall be, 
by that community , judged moft condocive to tht public 
weal. 
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ARTICLE VIIL 
That a]] elections ought to be free and without corruption, 
and that all freemen^ having a fufGcientj evident, common 
intcrcfl wiih^ and attachment to, thf community, have a right 
to eled officers, and be ele^ed into office,' agreeably to the 
regulations made in this conllitution« < 

ARTICLE IX. 
That every member of fociety hath a right to be protedled 
in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and there- 
fore is bound to contribute his proportion towards the ex- 
penfe of that protection, and yield his perfonal {Jsrvice, 
when necciTary, or an equivalent thereto, but no part of any 
perfon's property can be juflly taken from him, or applied to 
public uftSf without his own confent, or that of the repre- 
fentative body of the freemen ; nor can any man who is con- 
fcientioufly fcrupulous of bearing arms, be juilly compelled 
thereto, if he will pay fuch equivalent ; nor are the people 
bound by any law but fuch as they have in like manner aflented 
to, for their common good : and previous- to ary law being 
made to raife a tax, the purpofe for which it is to be raifed 
ought to appear evident to the Legiilature, to be of more fer. 
vice to the community than the money would be if not 
coile^ed. 



ARTICLE X. 
That in all profecutions for criminal ofiences, a perfon hatk 
a right to be heard by himfelf and his counfel ; to demand 
the caufe and nature of his accufation ; to be confronted 
with the witneflcs ; to call for evidence in his favour, and a 
fpeedy public trial by an impartial jury of the country ; 
without the unanimous confcni of which jury, he cannot be 
found guilty ; nor can he be compelled to give evidence 
againft himfeif ; nor can any perfon be juftly deprived of his 
liberty except by the. laws of the land, or the judgment of 
his peers. 

ARTICLE XL 
That the people have, a right to hold themfelves, their 
houfes, papers, and pofTefllons, free from fearch or feizure ; 
and therefore v/arrants, without oath or affirmation firft made. 
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affording fufficient ibandation for them^ and whereby any 
officer or meifenger may be consmanded or required to fearch 
YufpeAed places^ or to feize any peribnor perfons, his, her or 
their property, not particularly defcribed^ itre contrary to that 
iight> and OQght not to be granted. 

ARTICLE XII. 
That when any iflue in fad, proper for the cognizance of 
a jury is joined in a court of law, the parties have a right to 
trial by jury, which ought to be held facred^ 

ARTICLE XIIL 
That the people have a right to freedom of fpeech, and of 
writing and poblifhing their fentiments, concerning the tranf- 
anions of government, and therefore the freedom of the prefs 
ought not to be reflrained* 

ARTICLE XIV. 
The freedom of deliberation, fpecch, and debate, in 'the 
Legiflature, h (o eiTential to the rights of the people, that it 
cannot be the foundation of any accufation or profecuti.'-^^ 
a^ion or complaint, ifi any other court or place whatsoever. 

ARTICLE XV. 

The power of fufpending laws, or the execution of laws, 

ought never to be cxercifed but by the Legiflature, or by 

authority derived from it, to be exercifed in fuch particular 

cafes, as this coni^itution, or the Legiflature fliall provide for. 

ARTICLE XVI. 
That the people have a right to bear arms for the defence 
of themfelves and the ftate — ^and as {landing armies in time 
of peace are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept 
op; and that the military fliould be kept under ftrid fubor- 
dination to and governed by the civil power. 

ARTICLE XVIL 

Tliat no perfon in this (late, can in any cafe be fubje^ed to 

law martial, or to any penalties or pains by virtue of that 

law, except thofe em|)ioyed in the army, and the militia in 

adual fervicc% . . . . - 

T 2 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 
That frequent recurrence to fundameatal principles, and 
flnn adiierencc to juftice, moderationi temperance, induftry, 
and frugality, are abfolutely neceifary to preferve the blef- 
fings of liberty, and keep government free ; the people ought 
therefore, co pay particular attention to thefe points, in the 
choice of officers and zvprefentatives, and have a right in a 
legal way, tot exa^ a due and conftant regard to them, from 
their legiilators an<i magiftrates, in making and executing fudi 
laws as are neceflary for the good government of the ftate. 

• 

ARTICLE XIX. 
That all people have a natural aod inherent right to emi- 
grate from one date to another that will receive them. 

ARTICLE XX. 
That the people have a right to aflemble together to con. 
fult for their common good — to inflrud^ their reprefentatives 
•r-and apply to the Legiflature for redrefs of grievances, by 
addrefs, petition, or remonftrance. 

ARTICLE XXL 
That no perfon (hall be liable to be tranfported oot of-this 
ilace for trial for any offtnce committed within the fame. 



CHAF. n. 
PLAN OR. FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. 

SECTION 1. THE coramonwealth, or flate pf Vermont, 
fhall be governed hereafter, by a Governor, (or Lieutenant. 
GovernorJ Council, and afi Aflcrably of the Reprefentatives 
of the freemen of the fame, in manner and form following : 

Sect, '2, The fupreme legiflaiive power ihall be veftcd in 
a Houfe of Reprefentatives of the freemen of the common, 
wealth, or fiate of Vermont. 

Sect. 3^ The fupreme executive power (hall be veiled in 
a Governor^ or^ in his abfencej a Lieutenant-Governor! and 
CouQciU 
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SscT. 4* Courts of juflioe (hall be maintained in everj 
cooncy in this date, and alfo in new cooaties, when formed ; 
which •courts (hall be opeit for the trial of^ all caufes proper 
for thkcir cognizance ; and juftice (hall be therein impartially 
adminiftered, without corruption, or unneceifary delay. The 
Judges of the Supreme Court (hall be Juftices of the Peace 
throughout the ftate ; and the feveral Judges of the County 
Court Sy in their refpective counties, by virtue of their office^ 
•except in the trial of fuch caufes as may be appealed to the 
Couoty Court. 

Sect. 5* A future Legillature may, when they (hall con- 
ceive the fame to be expedient and ntctSkry, ered a Court of 
Chancery, with fuch powers as are ufually exerciied by that 
court, or as (hall appear for the intereft of the commonwealth 
— Prv^ided^ they do not conftitute themfelves the Judges of 
the faid eourt. 

Sbct. 6. The Legidative, Executive, and Judiciar}", 
Departments, fiiall be feparate and didinfl, fb that neither 
exercife the powers prc^rly belonging to the other. 

Sbct* 7. In order that the freemen of this ftate might 
^joy the benefit of ele^ion, as equally as may be, each 
town within this (late, that confifts^ or may confift of eighty 
taxable inhabitants, within one feptenary or feven years next 
after the e(labli{hing this conflitution, may hold eled^ions 
therein, and chufe each two reprefentatives ; and each other 
inhabited town in this ftate, 'may, in like manner, chufe each 
one Reprefen^ative, to reprefent them in General A(rembly, 
during the faid feptenary, or feven years ; and after that,* 
fach inhabited town may, in like manner, hold fuch ele^ion, 
and chufe each one Reprefentative forever thereafter. 

Sect. 8. The JHbufe of Reprefentatives of the freemen of 
this ftate, (hall confifl of perfons moft noted for wifdom and 
virtue, to be chofen by ballot, by the freemen of every town 
in this ftate, refpedlively, on the firfl Tuefday of September 
annually, forever. 

Sect. 9. The Reprefentatives fo chofen (a majority of 
whom (hall coaftitute a quorum .for tranfading any other 
bufinefs than raifing a (late tax, for which two-thirds of the 
members eleded (hall be prefent) (hall meet on the fecond 
Thurfday of the fucceeding CXtober, and (hall be (tiled The 
Gtn^ral AJfembly rf the ftate of Vermont ; they (hall have 
power to chufe their Speaker^ Secretary of ftate, their Clerk 
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«nd other neceflary officers of the Houfe — fit on their own 
adjournments — prepare bills, and ena^ them into laws — > 
judge of the eledUons and qualifications of their own mem. 
bers : they may expel members, but not for caufes^ known to 
their conftituents antecedent to their eledion: they may 
adminifter oaths and affirmations in matters depending before 
them — ^redrefs grievances — impeach ftate criminals — ^grant 
charters of incorporation— connitute towns, boroughs, cities, 
and counties : they may annually, on their firft feffion after 
their eledion, in conjundlion with the Council, (or oftener if 
need be) eled Judges of the Supreme and (bveral County and 
Probate Courts, Sheriffs and Jullices of the Peace ; and alfo with 
the Council may ele6^ Major-Generals, and Brigadier^Gene^ 
rals, from time to time^ as often as there fhall be occafion : 
and they (hall have all other powers neceflary for the Le« 
giflature of a free and fovereign ftate : but they ihall have 
no power to add to, alter, abolifh, or infringe any part of 
this eonftitution. 

Sect. io. The Supreme Executive Council of this Aate, 
fhall confift of a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and twelve 
perfons^ chofen in the following manner, vsk* The freemen 
of each town fiiall, on the day of the eledion for chufing 
Reprefentatives to attend the General Aflembly, bring in 
their votes for Governor, with his name fairly written, to 
the Conftable, who (hall feal them op, and write on them, 
Fotfs Jbr iht Gwetnor^ and deliver them to the Repefenta- 
tives chofen to attend the General Aflembly; and at the 
opening of the -General Afiembly, there (hall be a com- 
^ittee appointed out of the Council and Afiembly, who^ 
after being duly fwom to the faithful difcharge of their traf(, 
ihall proceed to receive, fort, and count the votes for the 
Governor, and declare the perfon who has the major part of 1 
the votes, to be Governor for the year enfuing* And if there I 
be no choice made, then the Council and General Adcmbly, 
by t^eir joint ballot, (hall make choice of a Governor* The 
Lieutenant-Governor and Treafufer (hall be chofen in the 
manner above. dire^ed. And each freeman (hall give in 
twelve votes -for twelve Councillors, in the fame manner, 
and the twelve higheft in nomination (hall ferve for the en. 
fuing year as Councillors. 

Sect. ri. The Governor, and in his abfence, the Lica- 
tcnant-Govcrnor, ^ix\ the Couftcil, (a major part of whom. 
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inclading the Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, {hall be a 
quorum to tranfad bufinefs] fhall have power to commiilion 
all officers — and alfo to appoint officers, except where provi- ' 
fion isj or fhall be otherwife made by law, or this frame of 
government — and fhall fupply every vacancy in any office, 
occafioned by death or otherwife, until the office can be filled 
in the manner diretfled by law or this conftitution. « 

They are to correfpond with other flates — tranfadl bufinefs 
with officers of government, civil and military — and to pre- 
pare fuch bufinefs as may appear to them neccifary to lay 
before the General AfiTembly, They fhall fit as judges to 
hear and determine on impeachments, taking to their affifl. 
ance, for advice only, the Judges of the Supreme Court* 
And (hall have power to grant pardons and remit fines, in all 
cafes whatfoever, except in treafon and murder; in which 
cbey fhall have power to grant reprieves, but not to pardon, 
until after the end of the next feifion of AfTembly ; and ex^^ 
cept in. cafes of impeachment, in which .there ihall be no 
remiffion or mitigation of pimifhment, but by a(fl of legifr 
lation* 

They are alfo to take care that the laws be faithfully 

executed* They are to expedite the execution of fuch rnea* 

furcs as may be refolved upon by the General Afierably* 

And they may draw upon the treafury for fuch fums as may 

be appropriated by the Houfe of. Reprefentatives. They may 

alfo lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation of any com« 

modity, for any time not exceeding thirty days, in the 

recefs of the Houfe only. They may grant fuch licences as 

(hall be direded by law ; and fhall have power to call toge* 

ther the General AfiTembly, when neceffary, before the day to 

which they fhall (land adjourned. The Governor fhall be 

Captain ^General and Commander in Chief of the forces of 

the flate, but fhall not command in perfon, except advifed ^ 

thereto by the Council, and then only fo long as they fhall' 

approve thereof. And the Lieutenant-Governor (hall, by 

virtue-of his office, be Lieutenant-Gensral of all the forces 

of the (late. The Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, and the 

Council, GxaU meet at the time and place with the General 

Affembly :. the Lieutenant-Governor (hall, during the pre. 

fence of the Commander in Chief, vote and aft as one of the 

Council : and the Governor^ and in hisr abfence the Lieate- 
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nant-GoTernor^ (hall, by Yirtue of th«ir officfis, prefide in 
Council, and hare a cafting bat no other vote. Every meni^ 
ber of the Coifnctl (hall be a Juftice of the Peace for the whole 
fiate, by Yirtue of his office. The Governor and Council thall 
have a Secretary, and keep fair books of their proceedings^ ' 
wherein any Councillor may enter his diflent, with his rea^ 
fons to fupport it ; and the Governor may appoint a Secretarj 
for himfelf and his Council. 

Sect. 12. The Reprefentatives having met, and chofeil 
their Speaker and Clerk, (hall each of them, before they pro. 
ceed to bufinefs, take and fubfcribe, as well the oath or afiir- 
mation of allegiance hereinafter direded, (except where they 
(hall produce certificates of their having heretofore takes 
and fubfcribcd the fame) as the following oath or affirmation, 
•■viz. 

. « You ■ ■ ■ do folemnly fwear (or affirm J that 

at a member of this A(rembly, you will not propofe, or aCeot 
to any bill, vote, or refolution, which, (hall appear -to yoa 
iojurious to th^ people, nor do or confent tp any k€i or thing 
whatever, that (hall have a tendency to leflen or abridge 
their rights and privileges^ as declared by the confiitntion- of 
this (tate ; but will, in all things, condufl yourfelf aa a faith« 
fttl, honed Reprefentative, and guardian of the peo{^, 
according to the befl of your jodgmcfit and abilities, Ci/t cajt 
hf an oath J fo help yoa God» (Amd in cafe af an affirmation) 
under the pains and penalties of perjury .'' 

Sect. I5« The doors of the houfe in which the General 
A(rembly of this commonwealth (hall fit, (hall be open for 
the admiflion of all perfons who behave decently, except only 
when the welfare of the (late may require them to be (hut. 

Sect. 14. The votes and proceedings of the General 
A(!embly (hall be printed fwhen one-third of the members 
think it neceflary ) as foon as convenient after the end of each 
feffion, with the yeas and nays on any queftion, when required 
hy any member (except where the votes (hall be taken by bal- 
lot) in which cafe every member (hall have a right to in(ert 
the reafons of his vote upon the minutes. 

Sect, i c. The ftile of the laws of this Hate in future to 
be pa(red, (hall be, // Is hereby rnaScd hy^ the General Affmhlj 
•f theftate ef Vermont^ 

Sect. 16. To the end that laws, before they are ena^ej, 
may be more maturely confideredj and the inconvenieace of 
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hafty determiitationft as much as poffible prtvented, all billa 
which originate in the AlTembly^ (hall be laid before the Go. 
TcHior and Council for their revifion and concurrence, orpro^ 
poTals of amendment; who (hall return the fame to the 
Aflembly, with their propofals of amendment, if any, iii 
writing ; and if the fame are not agreed to by the AiTembly, 
it (hall be in the pOwer of the Governor and Council to fuf- 
pend the paffing of fuch bills* until the next fei&on of the 
Lcgiflature. Provided, that if the Governor and Council 
fliall negledt or refufe to return any fuch bill to the Affemblyy 
with written propofals of amendment, within five days, or 
before the rifing of the Legiflature, the fame (hall become a 
law. 

Sbct. 17. No money (hall be drawn out of the treafury, 
anlcfs firft appropriated by a{l of Legidation. 

Sect* i8. No perfon (hall be ele^lcd a Reprefentative^ 
antil he has refided two years in this (late ; the laft.of which 
(hall be in the town for which he is ele^ed* 

Sect. 19. No member of the Council, or Houfe of Re. 
prefentatives, (hall, diredly or indtredlly, receive any fee or 
reward, to bring forward or advocate any bill, petition, or 
other bufinefs, to be tranfadled in the Legidature ; or advo« 
cate any caufe, as Council, in either Houfe of legidationj 
except when employed in behalf of the ftate. 

Sect. a*. No perfon ought, in any cafe, or in any time, 
to be declared guilty of treafon or felony, by the Legiflature. 
Sect. 2 1 • Every man, of the full age of twenty. one years, 
having redded in this (late for the fpace of one whole year 
J^cxt before the ele^ion of Reprefentatives, and is of a quiet 
and peaceable behaviour, and will take the following oath 
or affirmation, (hall be entitled to all the privileges o( a free, 
snaa of this (late. 

'« You folemnly fwear (or a(Erm) that whenever you give 
your vote or fuffrage, touching any matter that concerns the 
date of Vermont, you will do it fo as in ypur confcience you 
(hall judge will moft conduce to. the bed* good of the fame, 
as edablidied by the contitution, without fear or favour of 
any man." 

Sect. 22. The inhabitants of this date (hall be trained 
and armed for its defence, under fuch regulations, r^ftridlions, 
and exceptions, as Congrefs, agreeably to .the conditution of 
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the United States, and the Legiflatare of this ftate (half 
direA. The feveral companies of militia (hall, as often as 
vacancies happen^ eleA their captain and other officers, and 
the captains and fubaherns (hall nominate and recommend the 
field officers of their refpeiflive regimencs, who (hall appoint 
their fla£f officers. 

Sect. 23. All commiffions (hall be in the name of the 
freemen of the (late of Vermont, fealed with the fta^c feal, 
iigne.1 by the Governor, and in his abfence the Lted tenant. 
Governor, and attefted by the Secretary ; which feal (hall 
be kept by the Governor. 

Sect. 24. Every officer of flate, whether judicial or ex- 
ecutive, (hall be liable to be impeached by the General 
AfTembly, either when in office, or after his refignation or 
removal for mal.adminidration. All impeachments (hall be 
before the Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, and Council, 
who (hall hear and determine the fame, and may award cofls ; 
and no trial or impeachment (hall be a bar to a profecution 
at law. 

Sect. 25. As every freeman, to preferve his independence 
(if without a fufficient edate) ought to have fome profeffion, 
calling, trade or farm, whereby he may honeftly fubfifV, there 
can be no neceifity for, nor ufe in, eilablifhing offices of profit, 
the ufual efFcAs of which are dependence and fcrvility, un- 
becoming freemen in the po(re(rors or expedtants, and faction, 
contention and difcord among the people. But if any man is 
called into public fervice to the prejudice of his private affairs 
he has a right to a reafonable compenfation ; and whenever 
an office through increafe of fees or otherwife, become fo 
profitable as to occafion many to apply for it, the profits ought 
CO be lefTened by the Legiflature. And if any officer (hall 
wittingly and wilfully, take greater fees than the law allows 
him, it (hall ever after difqualify him from holding any office 
in this ftate, until he (hall be reflored by ad of legiflation. 

Sect. 26. No perfon in this (late (hall be capable of 
holding or exercifing more than one of the following offices 
at tlie (ame time, viz. Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Judge 
of the Supreme Court, Treafurer of the ftate, member of the 
Council, member of the General Affemhly, Surveyor-Geaeral, 
or SheififF. Nor (hall any perfon, holding any office of profit 
©r truft under the authority of Congrefs, be eligible to any 
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appointment in the Legiilatorey or of holding any executive 
or judiciary office under this date. 

Secx. Z'J. The Treafurer of the ftate (hall, before the 
Governor and Council, gi?e fufficient fecurity to the Secre- 
tary of the State, in behalf of the General Affembly ; and 
each High Sheri^, before the firft Judge of the County Court, 
to the Treafurer of their refpe^ive counties, previous to 
their refpe^ively entering upon the execution of their offices, 
in fuch manner, and in fucli fuins^ as iball be direded by the 
Legiflature. 

Sect. 28. The Treafurer's accounts ftiall be annually au« 
dtted, and a fair ftate thereof laid before the General Aifembly, 
at their feffion in O^ober. 

Sect. 29. Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or 
military, in authority under this ftate, before he enters upon 
the execution of his office, (hall take and fubfcribe the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation of allegiance to this flate (unlefs 
be (hall produce evidence that he has before taken the fame) 
and a]fo the following oath or affirmation of office, excep: 
military officers, and fuch as fhall be exempitu by th^ 
Legiflature. 

Tife Oath or Affirmation of AlUgtame^ 

** You do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that you will be true 
and faithful to the flate of Vermont, and that you will not, 
direCUy or indireftly, do any aft or thing injurious to the 
conftitutioa or,gov«mment thereof, as eftablifhed by conven- 
tion. (If an oath) fo help you God. (If an affirmation) un- 
der the pains and penalties of perjury." 

The Oath or Affirmation of Office. 

€€ You do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that you will 

fathfuUy execute th« office of for the — — of ; and 

will therein do equal right and juftice to all men, to the belt 
of your judgment and abilities, according to law. (If an 
oath) fo help you God. (If an affirmation) under the paios 
and penalties of perjury." 

Sect. 30. No perfon fhall be eligible to the office of Go- 
vernor or Lieutenant-Governor^ until he (hall havo refided in 
this date four years next preceding the day of his eleftion. 

U 
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Sect. 31. Trials of iffucs, proper for the cognizance of 
a jury, in the Supreme and County Courts, (hall be by jury, 
except where parties otherwife agree; and great care ought 
to be taken to prevent corruption or partiality in the choice 
and return, or appointment of juries. 

Sect. 32. All profecutions fliall commence, Bj the autbo^ 
rity oftkeftate of Vermont — all indiftments (hall conclude with 
thcfe words, agatnfi the peace and dignity oftheftate^ And all 
fines (hall be proportioned to the offences. 

Sect. 33. The perfon of a debtor, where there is not 
flrong prefumption of frand^ (hall not be continued in prifon 
after delivering up and aifigning over, hon&Jidey all his ellatc, 
real and perfonal^ in ppfTeflion, reverfion or remainder, for the 
ufe of his creditors, in fuch manner as (hall be hereafter 
regulated by law. And all prifoners, unlefs in execution, or 
committed for capital offences, when the proof is evident or 
prefumption great, fhall'be bailable by fufficient fureties ; nor 
Ihall exceiTive bail be exa^ed for bailable offences. 

Sect. 34. All eleftions, whether by the people or the 
Legiflature, Aall be free and voluntary : and any eleftor, 
who (hall receive any gift or reward for his vote, in meat, 
drink, monies, or otherwife, (hall forfeit his right to elcdt 
at that time, and fuffer fuoh other penalty as the law (hall 
dired ; and ahy perfon who (hall diredly, or indiredtly, 
give, promife or beftow, any fuch rewards to be elefted, 
fliall thereby be rendered incapable to ferre for the enfuing 
year, and be fubjedt to fuch further puni(hment as a future Le- 
giflature (hall direft. 

Sect. 35. All deeds and conveyances of land (hall be 
recorded in the Town Clerk's office, in their refpedlive 
towns; and for want thereof, in the County Clerk's office of 
the fame county. 

Sect. 36. The Legiflature (hall regulate entails ia fuch 
manner as to prevent perpetuities. 

Sect. 37. To deter more effedaally from the commifCon 
of crimes, by continued viflble puni(hments of long duration, 
and to make fanguinary punifhraents lefs nece(rary, means 
ought to be provided for punifliing by hard labour, thcfe whp 
Ihall be conviAed of crimes not capital, whereby the criminal 
fliall be employed for the benefit of the public, or for the 
repa-ration of injuries done to private perfoM ; And all perfons 
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at proper timss, ought to be permitted to fee them at their 
labour. 

Sect. 38. The eftates of fuch pcrfons as may deftroy 
their own lives, (hall not, for that oiFencc, be forfeited, but 
defcend or afcend in the fame manner, as if fuch perfons had 
died in a natural way* Nor (hall any article, which (hall 
accidentally occafion the death of any pcrfon, be henceforth 
deemed a deodand, or in any wife forfeited on account of fa«h 
misfortune. 

Sect. 39. Every perfon, of good charad^er, who comes 
to fettle in this ftate, having firft taken an oath or affirma- 
tion of allegiance to the fame, may purchafe, or by other 
juft means acquire, hold, and transfer land, or other real 
eflate ; and after one year's refidence, fhall be deemed a free 
denizen thereof, and entitled to all rights of a natural born 
fabjeft of this ftate, except that he ftiall not be capable of 
being ele^d Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Treafurer, 
Councillor, or Reprefentative in AfTembly, until after two 
yearfr fefidence. 

Sbct. 40. The inhabitants of this ftate ihall have liberty 
in fcafonable times, to hunt and fowl on the lands they hold, 
and on other lands not inclofed ; and in like manner to £ih in 
all boatable and other waters (not private property) under 
proper regulations, to be hereafter made and provided by the 
Gci^tval AfTembly* 

Sect, 4U Laws for the encouragement of virtue and 
prevention of vice and immorality, ought to be conftantly 
kept in force, and duly executed : And a competent number 
of fchools ought to be maintained in each town^ for the con. 
vcnient inftrudion of youth : And one or more grammar 
fchools be incorporated and properly fupported in each county 
ill this ftate. And all religious focieties or bodies of men, 
that may be hereafter united or incorporated for the advance- 
ment of religion and learning, or for other pious and cha- 
li table purpofes, (hall be encouraged and proteded in the 
enjoyment of the privileges, immunities, and eftates, which 
they in juftice ought to enjoy, under fuch regulatioas as the 
General AfTembly of this ftate fhall dired. 

Sect. 42. The declaration of the political rights and 
pririleges of the iahabitants of this ftate is hereby declared 
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to be a part of the conftitution of this commonwealth ; and 
ought not to be violated, on any pretence whatfoever. 

i^ECT, 43. Inorder that the freedom of tMs commonwealth 
majr be pieferved inviolate forever, there ihail be chofen, by 
ballot, by the freemen of this ftate, on the laft Wedncfday in 
March, in the year one thoafand feven hundred and ninety. 
nine, and on the laft Wedncfday in March in every feven years 
thereafter, thirteen perfons, \^ho (hall be chofcr\ in the fame 
manner the Conncil is chofen, except they (hall not be oat of 
the Council or General Aflcrobly, to be called the Council of 
Ccnfors ; who (hall meet together on the firft Wedncfday in 
June next enfuing their election, the majority of whom lliall 
be a quorum in every cafe, except as to calling a convention, 
in which two-t birds of the whole number clewed (hall agree : 
and whofe duty it (hall be to enquire, whether the conftitu- 
tion has been preferved inviolate in every part, during the 
laft fcptenary, (including the y^ar of their fervice) ; and 
whether the legiflative and executive bratKhes of government 
have performed their duty, as guardians of the people, or 
a(rumed to themfelves, or exercifed, other or greater powers 
than they are entitled to by the conftitution. — ^They are 
alfo to enquire, whether the public taxes have been juftly 
laid and collef^ed in all parts of this commonwealth^ — ^in 
V'hat manner the public monies have been difpofed of— and 
ivhcther the laws have been duly executed.— For ihefe pur- 
pofes they (hall have po\Ver to fend for p6rfons, papers, and 
records — they (hall have authority to pafs public cenfures, to 
order impeachments, and to recommend to the Legiflature 
the repealing fuch laws as (hall appear to them to have been 
paiTed contrary to the principles of the conftitution : Thefc 
powers they (hall tJontinue to have for and during the fpace of 
one year from the day of their eleflion, and no longer. The 
faid Council of Cenfors (hall alfo have power to call a con- 
vention, to meet within two years after their fitting, if there 
appears to them an abfolute necefBty of amending any article 
of this conftitution, which may be defective — explaining 
fuch as may be thought not clearly expre(red — ^and of adding 
fuch as are ncceflfary for the prefervation of the rights and 
happinefs of the people ; but the articles to be amended, and 
the amendmenrs propofed, and fuch articles as are propofed to 
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l>e added or aboliihed^ (hall be promulgated at lead fix months 
before the day appointed for the eledion of fuch convention, 
for the previous conHderation of the people, that th^y may 
liave an opportunity of inftru^ng, their Delegates on the 
fubjedt. 

By order of Convention, July 9th, 1793. 

THOMAS CHITTENDEN, Pr^rtdeni. 
Atteft,, Lewis R.. Morris, Secretary^ 
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The CONSTFTUriON of the State of Tennejfeey uuanmouffy 
eftabl'ijhed in- Con^ventlofty at Knoxvilhy §n the Jixth day of 
Feb ruary^ one thoiifand fe^en hunJred. and ninety -fix . 

WE, the people of the territory of the United States,., 
fouthof the river Ohio, having the right of admif- 
fion into the general government as a member ftate thereof, 
confiftent with the conftitution of the United States, and the 
a^ of ceifionof the ^tt of North-Carolina, recognizing the 
ordinance for the government of the territory of the United 
States^ north- weft of the river Ohio,, do ordain and eftablilh 
the following conftitation, or forfti of government : and 
do mutually agree with each other to form ourfelves into a ' 
free and independent ftate,, by the aame o£ THE STATE. 
OF TENNESSEE., 



ARTICLE I. 

Section I. THE legiflative authority of this ftate, fhalF 
be vcfted in a General AiTembly, which Ihall confift of a Sc- 
iiate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, both dependent on the 
people. 

II. Within three years after the firft meeting of th^ 
<j€neral Affembly,. and within every fubfequcnt term of fe- 
vcn years, an enumeration of the taxable inhabitants ftiall be 
made in fuch manner as ftiall be directed by law ; the number 
of Reprefentatives fliall, at the feveral periods of making fucli 
enumeration, be fixed by the Legiflature, and apportioned* 
aifflong the feveral counties, according to th« number of taxa<i»> 

U i 
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l^le inhabitants in each ; and ihall nerer be lefs than twenty. 
two, nor greater than ttventy-iix, until the number of taxa- 
ble inhabitants (hall be forty thoufand ; and after tbat events 
at fuch ratb that the whole number of Reprefencatives ihall 
never exceed forty. i 

IIL The number of Senators (hall, at the feverftl periods 
of making the enumeration before mentioned, be fixed by the 
L.egi{lature, and apportioned among the .diftrit^s, formed at 
hereinafter dire^cd, according to the number of taxable in- 
habitants in each, and (hall never be lefs than one- third/ nor 
more than one.half of the number of Reprefentatives. 

IV. Tht Senators fhall be chofen by diftrids, to be formed 
by the Legidature, each didridl containing fuch a number of 
taxable inhabitants, as (hall be entitled to eie^ not more than 
three Senators, When a diftri^^ ihall be compofed of two or 
more counties, they (hall be adjottaing, and no county (hall 
be divided in forming a diftridl. 

V. The (irft ekdion for Senators and Reprefcntatives, (hall 
commence On the fecond Thurfday of March next, and (haii 
continue for that, and the fucceeding day ■: and the next elec^ 
tion (hall commence on the (irft Thurfday of Augu(b, one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety.feven, and (hall continue 
on that and the fucceeding day : and forever after^ ele^ions 
(hall be held once in two years, commencing on the firft 
Thur(Hay in Auguflt, and terminating the fucciceding day. 

VI. The firft feffion of the General Affcmbly fhall com- 
mence on the laft Monday of March next. The fecond on 
the third Monday of September, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and ninety -feven. And forever after, the General Af- 
iembly Oiall meet on the third Monday of September next 
enfuing the then eleftion^ and at no other period^ qnlefs a« 
provided for by this conftitution« 

VII. That no perfon (hall be eligible to a feat in the Ge- 
neral A(fembly unlefs he (hall have refided three years in the 
date, and one year in the county immediately preceding the 
cle^^ion, and (hall podefs in his owt) right in the county wbich 
lie reprefentsj not Iq{s than two hundred acres of land, and 
iftiall have attained to the age of twenty^one years, 

VIII. The Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, when 
aflfembled, ihall each choofc a Speaker and its otjier officersp 
be judges of the qualifications and eleftions of its Mem* 
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hctSy and fit upon Iti own adjoutntneiits from day to day. 
Two-thirds of each Houfe (kail coni^itutc a qaorum to do bu- 
iinefs ^ but a fmaller number may adjourn from day to day^. 
and may be authorized by law^ to compel the attendance o& 
abfent Members. 

IX. Each Houfe may determine the rules of its proceed* 
ings, pviniih its Members for diforderly behaviour^ at)d with; 
the eORCorrence of two.thirds^ expel a Member, but not a fe» 
cond time for the fame offence^ and (hall have all other pow«> 
CIS neceffary for the Legidature of a free ftate«> 

X., Senators and Reprefentatives^ (hall in allcal^Sy, except 
treafon, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from 
arreft daring the feflion of the General A(rerably,. and in go* 
ing to and returning from the fame ; and for any fpeech or 
debate in either Hd'de^ they (haU not be ^ellioned in auy^ 
other place. 

XI. Each Houle may puni(h> by imprifonment,. during: 
their feffion^ any perfon,^ not a Member, who (hall be guilty 
of difrefpet^ to the Houfe, by any diforderly or contemptuous- 
behaviour in their prefencc 

XII. When racancies happen in either Houfe, theOotem-i- 
cr, for the time being, (hall ilEie writs of election to fill fuch 
vacancies* 

XIIL Neither Houfe feall, during their fefilon,. adjourn 
without confcnt of the other, for more than three days, nor/ 
to any other place than that in which the two Houfcs (hall, 
be fitting. 

XI V» Bills may originate in either Houfe,, but may be* 
amended, altered^ or rejected by the other. 

XV. Every bill (hall be read three times,, on three diderent' 
days, in each Houfe, and be figned by the refpedive Speak, 
ers before it become a law. 

XVI. After e bill has been r< jelled, no bill containing the* 
fame fubflance, (hall be pafied into a law during the fame 
feifion. 

XVIL The ftyle of the laws of thi^ ftate, (hail be. Be It 
4imBed hy the GenerAl Affembiy rf the ft ate of Tenneffee, 

XVni. Each Houfe (hall keep a journa} of its proceedings, 
and publi(h them, except fuch parts as the welfare of the fiate 
may reqoire to be kept fccret. And the/<f«i and nay^ of the 
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Members on any queflion, (hall, at the requeft of any two of 
them, be entered on the journals. 

XIX, The doors of each Houfe, and committees of the 
whole, fhall be kept open, unlefs when the buiine£B thall be 
fuch as ought to be kept fecret. 

XX. The Legiflature of this (late (kail not allow the fol- 
lowing officers of government greater annual fataries than as? 
follows, until the year one thoufand eight hundred and four,. 
to iv'tt. 

The Gorernor not more than feven hundred and fifty dol^ 
krs. 

. The Judges of the Superior Courts, not more than fix hun* 
dred doUan each. 

The Secretary nOt more than fbui hundred dollars. 

The Treafurcr or Trcafurers, not more ih^itk four fer cenim. 
for receiving and paying out all monies. 

The Attorney or Attorneys for the date fhall receive aoom- 
penfation for their fervices, not exceeding fifty dollars for. 
each Superior Court which he (hall attend. 

No Member of the Legiflature fhall receive more than one 
dollar and feventy.five cents per day, nor more for every 
twenty.fi ve miles he fhall travel in going to and returning,, 
from the General Affembly. 

XXL No money fhall be drawn from rhe treafury,. but in 
confequence of appropriations made by law* . 

XXII. No perfon who heretofore hath been, or hereafter* 
may be a colledor or holder of public monies, fhall have a. 
feat in either Houfe of the General AfPembly,. until fuch 
perfon fhall have accounted for^ and paid into the treafury„ 
ail funvs for which he may be accountable or liable. 
. XXIII.. No Judge of any court of law or equity, Se- 
erctary of State, Attorney GeneraJ,. Regifler, Clerk of any 
Court of Record, or perfon holding any office under the au- 
thority of the United States, fhall have a feat in the General 
Affembly ;. nor fhall any perfon, in this ftate, hold more:, 
than* one lucrative office a-t one and the fame time ; provided 
that no appointment in the militia, or to the office of a Juf.. 
tice of the Peace, fhall be confiJered as a lucrative office, 

XXIV. No Member of the General Affembly fhall be. 
digible to any office or place of truft, except to the office of 
a Juftice of the Peace, or truflee of aay literarjf inilitutionj. 
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Tvhf re the power of appointment to fuch office or place of 
truft, is veftcd in their own bociy. 

XXV. Any Member of either Houfe of the General Af- 

ffembly^ ihall have liberty to diflent from^ and proteft againft, 
any adt or refolve which he may think injurious to the public 
or any iadividual« and have the reafons of hi« diifent entered 
|. on the joomalfl. 

XXVI. All lands liable to taxation, in this ftate, held by 
deed, grant or entry, fiiall be taxed equal and uniform, in 
fuch manner, that no one hundred acres (hall be taxed higher 
than another, except town lots, which ihall not be taxed 
higher than two hundred acres of land each : no freeman^ 
(hall be taxed higher than one hundred acres, and no (lave 
higher than two hundred acres on each poll. 

XXVII. No article manufai^ured of the psodoce of this 
ftate, (hall be taxed otherwife thaa to pay infpedion fees* 

ARTICLE II. 

I. The Supreme Executive Power of this (late, (hall be 
vefted in a Governor. 

II. The Governor (hall be chofen by the eledors of the 
Members of the General AiTembly, at the times and placet 
where they Ihall refpe^tvely vote for the members thereof. 
The returns of every eleflion for Governor (hail be fealed up^ 
and tranfmitted to the feat of government, by the returning 
officers, dlre^ed to the Speaker of the Senate, who (haU 
open and publiih them in the prefence of a majority of the 
members of each Houfe of the General Aflembly* The per. 
fon having the higheil number of votes, (hall be Governor ; 
but if two or more (hall be equal, and higheft in votes, one 
of them (hall be chofcn Governor by joint ballot of both 
Houies of the General Affembly. Contefted eleflions for 
Goveraor, (hall be determined by both Houfes of the Gene, 
ral A(&mbly, in fuch manner as (hall be prefcribed by law* 

III. He (hall be at leaft twenty. five years of age, andpof. 
fefs a freehold e(tata of five hundred acres of land, and have 
been a citizen or inhabitant of this (late four years next before 
his ele^ion, unlefs he (hall have been abfent on the public 
bofinefs of the United States, or of this (late. 

• IV. The fiHl Governor (hall hold his office until the fourth 
Tuefday of September, one thouiand feven hundred and 
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ninety .feven, and until another Governor (hall be eled^^d and 
qualified to office ; and forever after, the Governor (hall hold 
his office for the term of two years, and until another Governor 
(hall be eledlcd and qualified ; but fhali not be eligible more 
than fix years in any term of eight. 

y* He (hall be Commander in Chief of the army and navy 
of this ftatCj and of the militia, except when they fhall be 
called into the fervice of the United States^ 

VI. He (hall have power to grant reprieves and pardon;, 
after convidion, except in cafes of impeachment. 
' VII. He (hall, at ftated times, receiye a compenfation for 
Jbis fervices, which (hall not be increafed or diminilhed dur- 
ing the period for which he ftiall have been ele^ed. 

VIII. He may require ioformation in writing, from the 
officers in the executive department, upon any fubjedl relating 
to the duties of their refped^iva offices. 

IX. He may, on extraordinary occafions, convene^ the G'e^ 
neral Affembly by proolamation, and (hall (late to them, when^ 
a(rembledj the purpofe for which they (hall kave been con- 
vened. 7 
^ X. He (hall take care that the laws (hall; be faithfully ex..- 
ccuted. 

XI. He (hali, from time to time, gtve to the GcneraF Af*. 
fembly information of the (late of the government, and re-:- 
commend to their confideration fuck meafures as he (hall 
judge expedient.. 

XII. In cafe of his death, or refignatieir, or removal from 
office, the Speaker of the Senate (hall exercife the office of 
Governor until another Goyemor (hall be duly qualified. 

XIII. No Member of Congrefs, or perfon holding any 
office under the United Stajres,^ ^ ^^i^ ^ate, (hall execute the 
office of Governor.. 

XIV.. When any officer, the righ^ of whofe appointment 
k by this conflituxion veiled in the General Affemhiyy (hall, 
during tbe zecefs,. die, or his office by other means become 
vacant,, the Governor (hall havQ power to fill up fuch racancy 
by gcaniing a temporary commiffion,. which (hall expire at 
the end of the next feffion of the Legidature*. 

XV. There (hall be a feal of this (late, which (hall be 
kept: by the Governor, and ufed by him officially, and. (hali 
be called the great feal of the ftate of Tennedee^. 
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XVI. All grants and commiffiois (hall be in the name and 
g, by the aathority of the ftate of Tenneffcc, be fealed with the 
^ ftate feal^ and figned by the Governor. 

XVII. A Secretary of this f(ate (hall be appointed and 
commidioned during the term of four years. He (hall keep 
a fair regifter of all the official ads and proceedings of the 
Governor ; and (hall, -when required, lay, the fame, and all 
papers, minutes, and vouchers relative tl^pftto, before the 
General Aflembly, and (hall perform fuch other duties as 
fhall be enjoined him by law. 

ARTICLE III. 

I, Every freeman of the age of twenty .one years and up. 
wards, poflefling a freehold in the county wherein he may 
vote, and being an inhabitant of this ftate, and every free, 
man, being an inhabitant of any one county in the (late, (ix 
months immediately preceding the day of eledion, (hall be 
entitled to vote for Members of the General A(rembly, for 
the county i« which he (hall re(ide. 

.II. Eledors (hall, in all cafes, except treafon, felony, or 
breach of the peace, be privileged from arreft during their 
attendance at eledions, and in .going to and returning from 
them. 

III. All eleaions (hall be by ballot. 



ARTICLE IV. 

I. The Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall have the fole power 
of impeachment. 

II. All impeachments (ball be tried by the Senate. When 
fitting for that purpofe, the Senators mall be upon oath or 
a(firm^tion. 

III. No perfon (hall be convidled, without the concur, 
rence of two thirds of the Members of the whole Houfe. 

IV. The Governor, and all civil officers under this ftate> 
(hall be liable to impeachment for any mifdemeanor in offiee ; 
but judgment, in fuch cafes, (hall not extend further than to 
removal from office, and difqualification to hold any office 
of honour, truft, or profit under this (late. The party (hall, 
neverthelefs, in all cafes, be liable to indidment, trial, judg. 
meat, and punifliment, according to law. 
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ARTICLE V. 

I. The jadicial power of the date (hall be refted in fuel 
fuperior and inferior conrts of law and equity^ as the Legifla**^ 
ture (hall, from time to time^ direA and eftabliih. 

I I. The General AOembly (hall by joint ballot of both 
Hotifes^ appoint Jadges of the feveral courts of law axui 
equity^ alfo an Attorney or Attornies for the ^te, who 
fliall hold their refpedlive offices during good behaviour* 

III. The Judges of the Superior Court (hall, at ilated 
times, receive a compenfationi for their fervices^ to be af. 
certained by law ; but (hall not be allowed any feesj or per. 
quifites of office^ nor (hall they hold any other office of truft 
or profit under this ftate^ or the United States, 

IV. The Judges of the Superior Courts, (hall be Jufticei 
of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery^ through, 
out the (late. 

V« The Judges of the Superior and Inferior Courts fliali 
not charge juries with refpe^ to matters of fa£l| but may 
ftate the teftimony and declare the law. 

VI. The Judges of the Superior Courts (hall have power, 
in all civil cafes, to iflue writs of ctrtiarari, to remove any 
caufe, or a tranfcript thereof, from any Inferior Court of 
Record into the Superior, on fufficient canfe fuj^rted by 
oath or affirmation. 

VII. The Judges or Jnftices of the Inferior Courts of law 
Ihali have power, in all civil cafes, to iiTue writs of certiorarlp 
to remove any caufe, or a tranfcript thereof, {torn any infe* 
rior jurifdidlion into their court, on fufficient caufe, fup- 
ported by oath or affirmation* 

VIII. No Judge (hall (it on the trial of any caufe where 
the parties (hall be conneded with him, by affinity or con. 
fanguinity, except by confent of parties. In cafe all the 
Judges of the Superior Court (hall be interefted in the event 
of any caufe, or related to all or either of the parties, the 
Governor of the ftate (hall, in fuch cafe, fpecially commif- 
iion three men, of law knowledge, for the determination 
thereof. 

IX. All writs and other procefs, (hall run. In the name oftbt 
State of Tenneffee; and bear teft, and be (igned by the re. 
fpeaive clerks. Indi^ments (hall conclude, Agatnji the pace 
4md dtgntty 9f tht State. 
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X. Each court (hall appoint its own clerk, who may 
hold his office during good behaviour, 

XL No fine fhall be laid on any citizen of this ftate, that 
ihall exceed fifty dollars, unlefs it (hall be afleffed by a jury 
of his peers, who (hall aflefs the fine at the time they find the 
fa^, if they think the fine ought to be more than fifty dollars. 

XII- There ihall be Juftices of the Peace appointed for 
each, county, not exceeding two for each captain's company, 
except for the company which includes the county town, 
which (hail not exceed three, who fliall hold their offices 
during good behaviour. 

. ARTICLE VL 

I. There (hall be appointed- in each county, by the County 
Courf, one Sheriff, one Coroner, one Truftee, and a fuffi- 
cient number of Conftables, who (hall hold their offices for 
two years. They (hall alfo have power to appoint one Re- 
gifter and Ranger for the county, who (hall hold their offices 
during good behaviour. The Sheriflf and Coroner (halJ be 
comnaiffioned by the Governor. 

II. There (hall be a Treafurer or Trcafurers appointed for 
the date, who (hall hold. his or their offices for two years, 

III. The appointment of all officers, not otherwife direfted 
by this conftituiion, (hall be veiled in the Legiflature. 



ARTICLE VIL 

I. Captains, fubalterns, and non-commiffioned officers, 
fhall be eledled by thofe citizens, in their refpedivediftri<fts, 
who are fubjed to military duty. 

II. All field officers of the militia (hall be eleded by thofe 
Citizens in their refpeftive counties who are fubjedl to mili- 
tary duty. 

. Ill, Brigadiers General (hall be eleftedby the field officers 
of their refpe<flive brigades, 

IV, Majors General fnall be eleifledby the Brigadiers and 
field officers of the rcfpeftive div^ifions. 

V. The Governor (hall appoint the Adjutant General; the 
Majors General (hall appoint their aids ; the Brigadiers Ge- 
neral (hall appoint their Brigade Majors, and the command- 
ing officer? of regiments, their Adjutants and Quarter Maf. 
ters. X 
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VI. The Captains and the fubalterns of the cavalry (hall 
be appointed by the troops enrolled in their refpeflive compa- 
nies^ and the field officers of the diftridls (hall be appointed 
by the fa id captains and fubalterns, provided^ that whenever 
any new county is laid oflp^ that the field officers of the faid 

^cavalry (hall appoint the captain and other officers therein, 
fro tempore^ until the company is filled up and completed, at 
which time the eled^ion of the captains and fubalterns (hall 
take place as aforefaid, 

VII. The Legiflature (hall pafs laws, exempting citizens, 
belonging to any fed or denomination of religion, the tenets 
of which are known to be oppofed to the bearing of arms, 
from attending private and general muflers. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

I. Whereas the minifters of the gofpel are, by their pro. 
feffions, dedicated to God and the care of fouls, and ought not 
to be diverted from the great duties of their fundions ; there, 
fore no minider of the gofpel, or prieft of any denomination 
whatever, (hall be eligible to a feat in either Houfe of the 
Legiflature. 

II. No perfon who denies ihe being of God or a future 
fiate of re<wards and pun*Jhmentt.i (hall £old any office in the 

civil department x>f this date* 

ARTICLE IX. 

!• That every perfon who (hall be chofen or appointed t<i 
any office of truft or profit, (hall, before entering on the exe- 
cution thereof, take an oath to fupport the conftitution of 
this ftate, and alfo an oath <»f .office. 

II. That each member of the Senate and Hbufe of Reprei 
fentatives, (hall, before they 'proceed to bufinefs, take an 
oath or affirmation to fupport the conditution of this ftate, 
and alfo the fallowing oath : 

I, A. IS, do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that, as a member 
of this General AfTembly, I will in all appointments vote 
without favor, aiFeftion, partiality, or prejudice, and that 
I will not propofe or alfent to any bill, vote or refolution 
which (hall appear to me injurious to the people, or confent 
to any aft or thing whatever, that (hall have a tendency to 
Jeflbn or abridge their rights and privileges, as declared by 
-.. .. ^ this ftate* 
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III. Any elcdtor who ihali receive any gift or reward for 
his vote, in meaty drink^ money y or other wife, (hall fufFcr 
fuch puniihment as the laws (hall' dired.- And any perfon 
who (hall diredly or indircdly give, promife or'beflow any 
fuch reward to be elefted, (hall thereby be rendered incapa- 
ble, for two years, to ferve in the office for which he was 
eled^ed, and be fubjeifl to fuch furthef punfi(hmeDt« as£» the 
Legiflature (hall dire^. 

IV, No new coanty (hall be eftabli(hed by tKeCenml A(^ 
fembly, which (hall reduce ^o county or counties, or eichtr 
of them, from which it (hall'be taken>. toa lefs content than 
£x hundred and twenty-five fquare miles^ Nor (hall any new 
county be laid off, of lefs contents. Ail new counties, as ta 

, the right of fuffrage and reprefentation, (hall be coofiden»d 
as a part of the county or counties from which, it was taken 
vntil entitledby nambers to the right of reprefentation. No 
bill (hall be pafled into a law, for the eftabli(hment of a new 
county, except upon a petition to the General A(rembly for 
that purpofe, (igned by two hundred of the free male ii|^a^ 
bitants within the limits, or^ bounds of fuch new coanty 
Qfayed.ta be^laid o£^ 
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L Knoxville (hall be the feat of government, until the 
y«ar one thoufand eight hundred and two. 
, IL All laws and ordinances now in force and ufe in this 
territory, not incon(i(lent with this conftitution, (hall conti. 
nue to be-in force and ufe in this ftate, until they (hall expire^ 
be altered^. or repealed by the Legidature. 

WI.. That whenever two thirds of the General A(rerobly 
Ihall think it nece(rary to amend or change this conftitution, 
they (hall recommend to the eledors, at the next ele^ion for 
Members to the General A(rembly, to vote for or againft a 
convention; and if it (hall appear that a majority of all the 
citizens of the ftate, voting for Reprefentatives, have voted 
£)ra' convention, the General A(remb]y (hall, at their i^exc 
{effion,.call a^ convention, to coniift of as many Members as 
there be in the General A(rembly, to be chofen in the fame 
manner, at the fame place, and by the fame ele^ors, that 
chufe the General Aflembly, who (hall meet within three 
months after the faid eleflion, for the putpofe of revifing, a- 
inendinjT or chan^in^ the conftitution. 
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IV. The Declaration of rights hereto annexed, is declared 
to be a part of rhe conftitution of this ftate, and (hall never 
be violated on any pretence whatever. And to guard againft 
tranf^rcffions of the high powers which we have delegated, 
We declare, that every thing in the bill of rights contained, 
and every other right not hereby delegated, is excepted out 
of the general powers of government, and (hall forc?cr re- 
main inviolate. 



ARTICLE XL 
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

I. That all power is inherent in the people, and all free 
governments are founded on their authority, and inOituted 
for their peace, fafety, and happinefs : for the advancement 
of thc'feends, they have at all times an unalienable and ituie- 
feafible right to alter, reform, or abolifh the government in 
fuch manner as they may think proper. 

II. That government being infticuted for the common be« 
neiit, the do£irine of non. refinance againft arbitrary power 
and oppreflion is abfurd, flavifli, and deilru^ive to the good 
and happinefs of mankind. 

III. That all men have a natural and indefeafible right to 
worfhip Almighty God according to the dictates of their 
own confcieaces ; that no man can of right be compelled to 
attend, ere^ or fupport any place of worfhip, or to maintain 
any miniftry againft his confent ; that no human authority can 
in any cafe whatever controul or interfere with' the rights of 
confcience; and that no preference (hall ever be given by law 
to sny religious eftablifhments or modes of worfhip. 

IV. That no religious tefl (hail ever be required as a quali. 
fication to any office or public trufl under this date. 

V. That eleftions (hall be free and equal. 

VL That the right of trial by jury (hall remain inviolate. 

VII. That the people (hall be fecure in their perfons, 
houfes, papers, and pofTeflions, from unreafonable fearches, 
and feizures, and that general warrants, whereby an officer 
may be commanded to fearch fufpedled places, without evi- 
dence of the fad committed, or to feize any perfon or perfons 
not named, whofe offences are not particularly defcribed and 
fupported by evidence, are dangerous to liberty, and ought 
not to be granted. 
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VIII« That no freeman (hall be taken, or imprifoned^ or 
dxfleized of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, 
or exiled, or in any manner deftroyed, or deprived of his 
life, liberty or property, but by the judgment of his peers, 
or the law of the land. 

IX. That in all criminal profecutions, the accufed hath a 
right to be heard by hlmfelf and his counfel, to demand the 
nature and caufe of the accufation againll him, and to have 
a copy ^ thereof; to meet the witne(Ies face to face; to have 
compulfory procefs for obtaining witnefies in his favour ; and 
in profecations by indidlment, or prefentment, a fpeedy public 
trial, by an impartial jury of the county or diflrid in which 
the crime (hall have been committed;, and (hall not be com. 
pclkd to give evidence againft himfelf. 

X. That DO perfon (hall, for the fame offence, be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limb. 

XL That laws made for the puni(hment of fa^s commit* 
ied pr<eviQO< to the exigence of fuch laws, and by them only 
declared criminal, are contrary to the principles of a free go. 
vernment; wherefore no ex poft fud^ law (hall be made. 

XII. That no convidion fhall work corruption of blood 
or forfeiture of eftate. — ^The eftate of fuch perfons as (hall 
de((roy their own lives, (hall defcend or veil as in cafe of 
natural death. — If any perfon be killed by cafoalty, there 
Ihal \ be no forfeiture in conieqqence thereof. 

XIII. That no perfon arreted, or confined io goal, (hall 
be treated with unnece(rary rigour. 

XIV. That no freeman (hall be put to anfwer any criminal 
charge, but by prefentment, inJidiment or impeachment. 

XV. That all prifoners (hall be bailable by fufficient fure- 
ties, unlefs far capital offifnces,. when the proof is evident 
or the prefumption great. And the privilege ofthe writof 

iaheai corpus (hall not be fufpended, unlefs when in cafe of re* 
bellion or invafion the public f^ifety may require it. 

XVI. That exceflive bail (hall not be required, norexce£. 
five fines impofed, nor cruel and onufual puniihment^ in- 
aiaed. 

XVII. That all courts (hall be open ; and every man, for 
an injury done him in his land«, goods, perfon, or reputa. 
tion, (hail have remedy by due courfe of law, and right and 
juilice adminiftered without fale, denial or delay. Suits may 

Xz 
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be brought again(( the ftate in fuch manner, andinfuch 
courts as the Legiflature may by law diret^, provided the 
right of bringing fuit be limited to the citizens of this.ftate. 
XVill. That the perfon of a debtor, where ^ihcre is not 
ftrong prcfumption of fraud, (hall not be continued in prifon, 
after delivering up his eftaic for the benefit of his creditor or 
creditors, in fuch manner as fha*t be prefcribed by law. 

XIX. That the printing preffes (hall be free to every per- 
fon who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the Legif- 
lature, or of any branch or officer of government ; and no 
law ftiall ever be made to rcftrain the right thereof. The 
free communication of thoughts and opinions, is one of the 
invaluable rights of man ; and every citizen may freely fpeak, 
write, and print on any fubje<5l, being . refponfible for the 
abufc of that liberty. But in profecutions for the publication 
of papers inveftigating the official conduft of officers or men 
in public capacity, the truth thereof may be given in evi- 
dence; and in all indictments for libels, the jury (hall have 
a right to determine the law and the fads, under thediredion 
of the court, as in other cafes. 

XX. That no retrofpedive law, or law impairing the obli- 
gation of contrads, (hall be made. 

XXL That no man's particular fervices (hall be demanded, 
or property taken, orappiied to public ufe, without thecon- 
fcnt of his reprefcntatives, or without juft compenfation be- 
ing made therefor, 

XXIL That the citizens have a right, in a peaceable man* 
ner, to aiTemble together for their common good, to inftrud 
their reprefcntatives, and to apply to thofe inverted with the 
powers of government for redrefs of grievances, or other pro- 
per purpofes, by addrefs or remonftrance. 

XXIIL That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to 
the genius of a free ttate, and (hall not be allowed. 

XXIV, That the fure and certain defence of a free people 
is a well regulated militia ; and as (landing armies, in time of 
peace, are dangerous to freedom, they ought to be avoided, 
as far as the circumftances and fafety of the community will 
admit; and that in all cafes the military (hall be in ilrid 
fubordination to the civif authority. 

' XXV. That no citizen in this (late, except fuch as arc 
employed in the army of the United States, or militia 141 
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a^ual fervlce, fliall be fubjeded to corporeal puniihment un- 
jdcr the martial law-. 

XX VL That the freemen of this ftate have a right to keep 
And to bear arms for their common defence* 

XXVII. That no foldier fliall, in time of peace, be quarw 
tfired in any houfe without coofent of the owner, nor in time 
of war, but in a manner prefcribcd by law. 

XXVIII. That no citizen of this ftate fhall be compelled 
to bear arms, provided he will pay an equivalent, to be af- 
certained by law, 

XXIX. That an equal participation of the free navigation 
of the Miffiflippi, is one of the inherent rights of the citizens 
of this ftate : it cannot therefore, be conceded to any prince, 
potentate, power, perfon orperfons whatever. 

XXX. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges, or 
honours fhall ever be granted or conferred in this ftate. 

XXXI. That the people refiding fouth of French Broad 
and Hoifton, l>etween the rivers TennelTeeand the Big Pigeon, 
are entitled to the right of preemption and occupancy in that 
traft. 

. XXXn. That the limits and boundaries of this ftate be 
afccrtained, it is declared they are as hereafter mentioned; 

that is to fay :- Beginning on the extreme height of the 

^tone Mountain, at the place where the line of Virginia inter- 
{g&.s it, in latitude thirty-fix degrees and thirty minutes 
north — running thence along the extreme height of the faid 
mountain, to the place where Watauga River breaks through 
it ; thence a dirctl courfe to the top of the Yellow Moun- 
tain, where Bright's road croftes the fame; thence along the 
ridge of faid mountain, between the waters of Doe River and 
the waters of Rock Creek, to the place where the road crofTes 
the Iron Mountain ; from thence along the extreme height 
of fciid mountain to where Nolichucky River runs through 
the fame; thence to the top of the Bald Mountain: thence 
alongthe extreme height offaid mountain to the Painted Rocjct 
on French Broad River ; thence along the higheft ridge of 
faid mountain, to the place where it is called the Great Iron 
or Smoky Mountain; thence along the extreme height offaid 
mountain to the place where it is called Unicoi or TJnaka 
Mountain, between the Indian towns of Cowee and Oid 
Chou; thence along the main ridge of the faid mountain to 
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thefootherh bobndary of this ftate^ as defcribed in tbe a6l of 
cedion of North.Carolina to the United States of America ; 
and that all the territory^ lands and waters lying weft of 
the faid line, as before mentioned, and contained within the 
chartered limits of the ftate of North-Carolina^ are within the 
boundaries and limits of this ftate, over which the people 
have the right of exercifing fovereienty and right of foil fo 
far as is confiftent with the conflitution of the United States, 
recognizing the articles of confederation, the bill of rights 
and conftitution of North.Carolina, theceflion adt of the faid 
ftate and the ordinance of the late Congrefs, for the Govern- 
ment of the Territory North Weft of the Ohio ; provided, 
nothing herein contained (hall extend to afted the claim or 
claims of individuals, to any part of the foil which is rtcogm 
nized to them by the aiforefaid ceifion ajfl. 

SCHEDULE. 

I. That no inconvenience may arife from a change oF the 
temporary to a permanent ftate government, it is declared, 
that all rights, anions, profecutions, claims, and contra^s, 
as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, (hall continue, 
as if no change had taken place in the adminiftration of 
government. 

II. All fines, penalties, and forfeitures, doe and owing to 
the territory of the United States of America fouth of th^ 
river Ohio, (hall enure to the ufe of the ftate. AU bonds 
for performance, executed to the Governor of the faid terri- 
tory, (hall be and pafs over to the Governor of this ftate, and 
his fucce(rors in office, for the ufe of the ftate, or by him or 
them refpediively to be aiiigned over to the ufe of thofe con. 
cerned, as the cafe may be. 

III. The Governor, Secretary, Judges and Brigadiers 
General have a right, by vitue of their appointments, under 
the authority of the United States, to continqe in the exerl 
cifeofthe duties of their refpedtiveoflSces, in their feveral 
departments, until the faid officers are fuperfeded under the 
authority of this conftitmion. 

IV. All officers, civil and military, who have been appoint, 
ed by the Governor, (hall continue to exercife their rcfpec 
tive offices until the fecond Monday in June, and until fuc- 
ce(ror8 in office (hall be appointed under the authority of this 
conftitution, and duly qualified. 
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V, *Th€ Governor fhall make ufe of his private feal, until a 
Hate feal (hall be provided. 

VI. Until the firft enumeration fhall be made, as direfted 
in the fecond fedlion of the firft article of this conftitution, 
the feveral counties (hall be refpeftively entitled to eledl one 
Senator and two Reprefcntatives: Provided that no new 
county (hall be entitled to feparate reprefentation previous to 
taking the enumeration, 

VII, That the nextele^ion for reprefcntatives and other 
officers^ to be held for the county ofTennelTee, (hall beheld 
at the Houfe of WilUam M'tUs. 

VIII. Until a land office fhall be opened, h as to enable 
the citizens fouth of French Broad and Holflon, between the 
Rivers TennefTee and Big Pigeon, to obtain titles upon their 
claims of occupancy and preemption, thofewho hold land 
by virtue of fuch claims, (hall be eligible toferve in allcapa. 
cities where a freehold is by this conftitution made a re^ui.. 
ilte qualification* 

DONE in Convention, at Knoxville, by unanimous 
confent, on the fixth day of February, in the year of 
our Lord, one thoufandfeven hundred and ninety .fix> 
at)d of_ the Independence of the United States of 
America, the twentieth — In Teftimony whereof we 
have hereunto fubfcribed our names. 

WILLIAM BLOUNT, President. 

Blount County, SuUt<uan County, 

David Craig, George Rutledge, 

James Greenaway, William C. C.Claiborne, 

Jofeph Black, Richard Gammon, 

James Houfton, John Shelby, jun, 

Samuel Glafs, John Rhea* 

Da'Vtdfott County* Greene County. 

■ John M' iNairy, Samuel Frazier, 

Andrew Jackfon, * Stephen Brooks, 
James Robertfon, William Rankin,. 

Thomas Hardiman, Elifha Baker, 

Joel Lewis* John Galbrcath. 
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Ha*wk'tnt Countj. 
James Berry, 
Jofcph M' Min, 
Thomas Henderfon^ 
William Cocke, 
Richard MitchelL 

Summer County., 
David Shelby, 
Ifaac WaIton> 
W. Douglari, 
Edward Dbuglafs^, 
Daniel Smith* 

^entieffee County^ 
Thomas Johnfton, 
James Ford, 
William fort, 
William Prince,c, 
ICobett Frincew 



Jefferfon Cottfrfj-,- 
Alexander Outiaur, 
Jofeph Andcrfon, 
Ocorge Dohcrty, 
James Roddyc, 
Archibald Roane» 

Sen;ier Countj^ 
Peter- Bryan, 
Samuel Wier^ 
Spencer Clack^. 
John> Clock, 
Thomas fiuckenham, 

Wajhtngim Countj% 
John Tipton, 
Samuel Handly, 
Leeroy Taylor^ 
Landon Carter,^ 
James Stuart... 



Kn&x County 
James White, 
Charles M* Clung,. 

John. Crawford, 
ohn Adair* 

Jtteft. WILLIAM MACLIN, 5^?#*A^, 



KENTUCKY.. 

Tie CONSTJTUtlONy. tr form of Govirument for fhe 

State of Kentuckjm 

WK, the reprefentatires of the people of the ftatc of 
Kentucky, in convenflon aifembled, tofecure to all the 
citizens thereof, the enjoyment of the right of life, liberty 
and property,, and of purfuing happinef»,.do ordain and eftablifh 
this conftittttion for its government ; 
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ARTICLE L 

CBftcerntng the Diftribution of thf Pofwers 9fthe GovemmeftK 
Section i. The powers of the government of the ftate of 
Kentucky^ ihall be divided into three diftind departments^ 
and each of them be confided to afeperate body of magiftracyj 
to wit : thofe which arelegiflative, to one ; thofe which are ex- 
ecutive, to another; and thofe which are judiciary, to another. 
Sect. 2. No perfon, or colkd^ion of perfonsj being of one 
of thofe departments, (hall exercife any power properly belong- ^ 
ing to either of the others ; except in the inflances hereinaL 
ter exprefsly diiedled or permitted* 

ARTICLE IL 
Goncemtng the Legtjlatt'vt Department 

Sect* i. The legiflative power of this commonwealth (hall 
be veded in two diftin^ branches ; the one to be ftiled the 
Houfe ofHcprefentatives, the other the Senate, and both to- 
gether, the General -Aflembly of the Commoawjcalth of 
Kentuck}^ 

Sect. 2. The Members of the Hoafe of Reprefentatives 
ihall continue infervice for the term of one year from the day 
of the commencement o£ the general ele^ion, and no longer. 

Sect. 3. Reprefentatives ihail be chofen on the firft Mon- 
day in the month of Augaft in every year ; bit the preiiding 
officers of the feveral ele^ions (hall continue the fame for 
three days, at the requelt of any one of the candidates. 

Sect. 4. No perfon (hall be a reprefentative, who at the 
time of his eledion is not a citizen of the United States, and 
hath not attained -to the age of twenty.foor years, and refided 
in this (late two years next preceding his elediion, and the 
laft year thereof in the county •or town for which he may 
•be chofen. 

Sect.. ^* Ele^ions for Reprefentatives for the feveral 
doounties^entitled to reprefentation, (hall be held at the places 
of holding their refpedlive courts, or in the feveral eledion 
precin^s into which the Legiflature may think proper, from 
time. to time, to divide any or all of thofe counties : Provid- 
ed, that when it ihall appear to the Legiflature that any 
town hath ajiumber of qualified voters equal to the ratio 
ithen fixed, fuch town (hall be inyefted with the privilege of 
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a feparate reprefentation, which (hall be retained fo long ai 
fuch town (hall contain a number of qualified voters equal to 
the ratio which may from time to time be fixed by law; and 
thereafter ele^ions, for the county in which fuch town is fitu* 
ated, ihall not be held therein. 

Sect. 6. Reprefentation (hall be equal and uniform in this 
commonwealth; and (liall be forever regulated and afcertained 
by the number of qualified ele^ors therein. In the year eigh- 
teen hundred and three, and every fourth year thereafter, an 
enumeration of all the free male inhabitants of theftate, above 
twenty-one years of age, (hall be made in fuch manner as fhall 
be direfted by law. The number of reprefentatives (hall, in 
the feveral years of making thefe enumerations, be fo fixed as 
not to be lefs. than fifty. eight, nor more than one hundred^ 
and they (hall be apportioned for the four years next following, 
as near as may be, among the feveral counties and towns, in 
proportion to the number of qualified eledors: but, when a 
county may not have a fufficient numbcir of qualified ele^ors 
to entitle it to one Reprefentative, and when the adjacent 
county or counties may not have a refiduum or refiduums, 
which, when added to the fmall county would entitle it to 
a feparate reprefentation, it (hall then be in the power of the 
Legiflatutc to join two or more together, for the purpofe of 
fending a Reprefentative. Provided, that when there are 
two or more counties adjoining, which have refiduums over 
and above the ratio then fixed by law, if faid refiduums when 
added together will amount to fuch ratio, in that cafe one 
Reprefentative (hall be added to that county having the largeft 
refiduum. 

Sect. 7. The Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall choofe its 
Speaker and other officers. 

Sect. 8. In all cleiflions for Reprefentatives, every free 
male citizen (negroes, mulattoes and Indians excepted) who 
at the time being, hath attained to the age of twenty-one 
years, and refided in the ftate two years, or the county or 
town in which he offers to vote one year next preceding the 
eleftion, (hall erijoy the right of an eledor; but no perfon 
(hall be intitled to vote, except in the county or town in 
which he may aftually refide at the time of the elcftion, 
except as is herein otherwife provided. Eleftors (hall in all 
cafes, except ireafon, felony, breach or furety of the peace, be 
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jprlvileged from arreft during their attendance a(> goltig to, 
«nd returning from eleftions. 

Sect. 9. The Members of tlie Senate (hall be choien for 
the term of four years ; and wlien aflembled thall have the 
power to choofe its officers annually. 

Sect, io. At the firft feffion of the General Aflcilnibly af- 
ter this conftitution takes tffe&., the Senators (hall be divided 
\>y lot, as equally as may, into four daffes : — tlie feats of 
the Senators of the firft clafs, (hall be vacated at the expira- 
tion of the firft year ; of the fecond clafs at the ex{)iratiort 
of the fecondyear ; of the third clafs at the expiration of the 
third year ; and of the foutth clafs at the expiration of the 
fourth year ; To that one-fourth (hall be chofen every year, 
and a rotation thereby kept up perpetually. 

Sect, i i* The Senate thall confift of twenty-four Mem- 
bers at leaft, and for every three Members above fifty-eight, 
"which (hall be added to the Houfe of Reprefentatives, one 
Member (hall be added to the Senate. 

Sect. 12. The fame number of fenatorial diftridls fhall, 
from time to time, be eftabli(hed by the Legiflature, as there 
may then be Senators allotted. to the ftate; which (hall be 
fo formed, as to contain, as near as may be, an equal numt>er 
t}f free male inhabitants in each, above the age df twenty- 
one years, and fo that no county (hall be divided, or form 
more than one diftridl ; and where two or more cbuntics 
compofe a diftrid^, they (hall be adjoining. 

Sect. 15. When an additional Senator liiay \se added to 
the Senate, he (hall be annexed by lot to one of the foa 
clafTes, fo as to keep them as nearly equal in number as pof. 
fible* 

Sect. 14. One Senator for each diftrift (hall be ele<f^ed 
by thofe qualified to vote for Reprefentatives therein, who 
(hall give their votes at the feveral places in the counties or 
towns, where eleftions are by law diredled to be held. 

Sect. 15. No perfon Ihall be a Senator, who, at the 
time of his eledliori, is not a citizen of the United States, 
and who hath not attained to the age of thirty-five years, 
and refided in this ftate file years next preceding his eledlion, 
and the laft year thereof" in the diftrid from which he may be 
•diofen, 

Y 
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Sbct. 1 6. The firft eledion for Senators (hall be general 
throughout the ftatCy and at the fame time that the general 
election for Reprefcntatives is held ; and thereafter^ there 
(hall, in like manner^ be an annual election for Senators to 
fill the places of thofe whofe time of fervic« may haYe ex- 
pired. 

Sect. 17. The General Aflembly (hall convene on the 
firft Monday in the month of November in every year, un. 
lefs a different day be appointed by law ; and their feffions 
(hall be held at the feat of government. 

Sect. i8« Not lefs than a majority of the Members of 
each Houfe of the General Affembly fliall conftitute a quo- 
rum to do bufinefs ; but a fmaller number may adjourn from 
day to dayj and ihall be authorized by law to compel the at. 
tendance of abfent Members^ in fuch manner^ and under fuch 
penalties as may be prefcribed thereby. 

Sect. 19. Each Houfe of the General Aflembly (hall judge 
of the qualifications, elcdions and returns of its Members ; 
but a contefted eledlion (hall be determined in fuch manner 
as (hall be dixt&td by law. 

Sect. 20. Each Houfe of the General Aflembly may de- 
termine the rules of its proceedings ; punifh a Member for 
diforderly behaviour; and with the concurrence of two. 
thirds, expel a Member, but not a fecond time for the fame 
caufe. 

Sect. zi. Each Houie of the Get^efal Aflembly (hall 
keep and publiih weekly, a journal of its proceedings ; and 
the yeas and nays of the Members on any queftion, (hall^ 
at the dcfire of any two of them, be entered on their journal* 

Sect. 22* Neither Houfe, during the feflion pf the Ge« 
neral Aflembly, (hall, without the confent of the otlier, ad« 
journ for more than three days, nor to any other place than 
that in which they may be fitting. 

Sect. 25. The Members of the General Aflembly (hall 
feverally receive from the public treafury, a compenfation for 
their fervices, which (hall be one dollar and a half a day, 
during their attendance on, going to, and returning from the 
feflions of their refpe^ve Houfes : Provided, that the fame 
may be increafed or diminifhed by law ; but no alteration 
(hall take effedl during (Jie (isflion at which fuch alteration 
Ihall be made* 



KENTUCKY,. 147 

Sect. 24. The Members of the Genersil Affcmbly (hall, 
in all cafes, except treafon, felony^ breach or furety of the 
peace, be privileged'fromarreft^ daring, their attendance at 
the feffions of their refpe^ive Hoafes,. and in' going to,, and 
returning fronv the fainef. and' for any fpeech or ckbate, in 
cither Houfe> they (hall not be- queilioned in any other place. 

Sect. 25:. No Senator or Reprefentative Ihall,. during th« 
term for which he was^ elected,, nor for one year thereafter, he 
appointed or eledled to any civil office of profk under this 
eommon wealth, which* (hall have been created, or the emolu- 
ments of which (hall have been* increafed,« during, the time 
fuch Senator or Reprefentatire was in office^ except to fuch 
offices or appointments as may be' made 01 filled by the elec* 
lions of the people. 

SiCT. 26* No perfonv while he continveflr' rcr exercife the 
fan^ions of a clergyman^ prie^ or teacher of any religious 
perfuafion,. fociety or feft y nor whilfl^ ke* holds^ or exercifes 
any office of profit under this commonwealth,, (hall be eligible 
to the General AiTembly y except attK^rneys at law, joftices of 
the peace, and militia officers: Provided, that juflices of the 
courts of q.uarter ieffions fiialFbe ineligible, fo long as any 
«ompenfation may be allowed them for their fervices : Pro. 
▼ided alfo,. that attorneys for the commowealth, who receive 
a fixed annual falary from the public treafury, (hall be ineligible. 

Sect. 27. No perfon, who- at any time may have been a 
eolledor of taxes for the (late or the adidant or deputy of 
Aich colledlor, (hall be eligible to the General AiTembly until 
he (hall have obtained a quietus for the aniount of fuch coU 
legion, and for all public monies for which he may be 
jiefponfible. 

Sect* 28. No bill (hall have the force of a law, until on 
three feveral days, it be read over in each Houfe of the 
General A(rembly, and free difcuffion allowed thereon; un. 
lefs in cafes of urgency four fifths of the Houfe, where the bill 
(hall be depending, may deem it expedient to difpenfe with 
[this rule, 

I Sect. 29. All bills for raifing revenue^ (hall originate ia 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; but the Senate may propofe 
amendments, as in other bills : Provided that they (hall not 
introduce' any new matter, under the colour of an amendment, 
which docs not relate to raifing a revenue* 
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Sect. 30, The General Aflcmbly Ihall regulate hy hw,. 
by whom^ and in what manner^ writs of eledion fhall be 
iflued to fill the vacancies which may haj^n in either branpb 
thereof.. 



ARTICLE III. 
C&ncermng the Executwe Departmentm 

Sect. j. The fopreme executive power of the commoif* 
wealth (hall be refted in a Chief Magiflrate^ who fhall be fli* 
led the Governor of the commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Sect. 2. The Governor (hall be elefted for the term of 
four years by the citizens intitle^ to fuFrage^ at the time and 
places where they (hall rcfpcdiively vote for Reprefentativesr 
The perfon having the higheft number of votes (hall be go. 
vernor^ but if two or more (hall be equal and higheft iii votesr 
the eled^ion (hall be determined by lotj in fuch manner as the 
Legidature may dire^. 

Sect. 3. The Governor (hall be ineligible for the fucceed- 
ang feven years, after the expiration of the time for which he 
ihall have been ele^ed. 

Sect. 4. He (hall be at leaft thirty.five yean of age, and 
a citizen of the United States, and have been an ift&tbitanr 
of this ftate at leaft fix years next preceding hi& eledtioa.. 

Sect. 5. He (hall commence the execution of hisfioffice 00 
the fourth Tuefday fucceeding the day of the commencement 
of the general eleftion on which he (hall be ehofen, and (hall 
continue in the execution thereof until the end of four weeks 
next fucceeding the eleftion of his fucce(ror, and until hisfuc- 
ceiTor (hall have taken the oaths or a(&rmations prefcribed by 
this conftitution. 

Sect. 6. No Member of Congrefs^ or perfon holding any" 
office under the United States, nor minifter of any religious^ 
fociety, (hall be eligible to the office of Governor, 

Sect. 7. The Governor (hall, at dated times, receive for 
his fer^icesj a compenfation, which (hali neither be increafed 
nor dimini(hed, during the term for which he (hall have been 
elected. • 

Sect. 8. He (hall be commander in chief of the army and 
^avy of this commonwealth, and of the militia thereof, ex- 
cept when they (hall be called into the fervice of the United 
States; but he (hall not command perfonally in the fields 
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unleTs lie (hall be advifed To to do, by sl refolution of the 
General Affembly. 

Sect^ 9. He ihall nominate^ and hy and with the advice 
and confent of the Senate, appoint all officers^ whofe offices 
are eftablifhed by this conditution, or Ihall be eftablifhed by 
laur, and whofe appointments are not herein otherwife pro. 
vidid for: Provided that no perfon ihall be fo appointed to 
an office within any county, who (hall not have been a citi- 
zen and inh^itant therein, one year next before his appoint. 
inent» if the county (hall have been fo long ereded, but if it 
ihall not haye been fo long ereded, then within the limits of 
the county or counties from which it (hall have been taken : 
Provided alfo that the county courts (hall be authorized by 
lavr to appoint infpeflors, colledtors »nd their deputies, fur- 
vcyors of the high ways, conftables,. jailors, and fuch other 
inferior officers, whofe jurifdidlion may be confined* within 
^he limits of a county. 

Sect, i o. The Governor (hall have power to fill up vacant 
eies that may happen duringthe recefs of the Senate, by grant, 
in^ commi(£ons, which (baH ejcpite^ at the end of their next 
lemon. 

Skct. 1 1 . He (hall fravepDwertoremit fines and forfeitures^ 

frant reprieves and pardons^ except in. cafes of impeachment* 
n cafes of treafon,, he (hall have power to grant reprieve! 
until the end qf ch« next feilion of the General Affembly; in 
which the power.of pardoning ihall be vefted. 

Sect, i z- He may require information in writing from the 
officers in the executive department, upon any fubject relating 
to the dutiesFof their refpeiftive oSces. 

Sect, i 3. He ftwU from time to time give to the Genenrl 
Affembly, inforoRition of the ftateof the contmonwrilth^ and 
recommend' to their con&leration fuch meafures ars he (hail 
deem expedient.* 

Sect; i4vHe diay^on cxtraordmary ©cc^fions convene the 
General Affembly at the feat of government, or at a different 
place, if that (houKl have become, fince their laft adjournment, 
dangerous from an enemy, o^ from contagious diforders ; and 
in cafe of difagrecment between the two houffis, with refpedl 
to the time of aljourment, adjourn them to fuch time as he 
(halt think proper, not exceetjing four months. 

Sect. 15. He ihall take care that the laws be faithfoll/ 
Ixfcutcd* ¥«' 
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Sect. i6* A Lieutenant Governor {hall be chofen at every 
cle^on for a Governor, in the fame manner^ continue in of- 
fice for thft fame time^ and poflefs the fame qualifications. In 
voting for Governory and Lieutenant Governor, the eledlors 
ihall diftingaiih whom they vote for as Governor, and whom 
as Lieutenant Governor. 

Sect, 1 7. He fhall by virtue of his office be Speaker of the 
Senate, have a right, when in committee of the whole, to de- 
bate and vote on all fubje^^s; and when the Senate are equally 
divi^Jed, to give the cafting vote. 

Sect. 18. In cafe of the impeachment of the Governor, his 
removal from office, death, refufal to qualify, refignation or 
abfence- from the ftate, the Lieutenant Governor (hall exercife 
all the power and authority appertaining to the office of Go- 
vernor, until another be duly qualified, or the Governor abfent, 
or impeached, Aiall return, or be acquitted. 

Sect, 19. Whenever the government (hall be adminiftered 
by the Lieutenant Governor, or he (hall be unable to attend as 
Speaker of the Senate, the Senators (hall ele^ one of their own 
members as Speaker, for that occafion. And if, during the va- 
cancy of tho office of Governor, the Lieutenant Governor (hall 
be impeached, repioved from office, refufe to qualify, refign, 
die, or be abfent from the ftate, the Speaker of the Senate (hallj^ 
in like manner, adminider the government. 

Sect. ao. The Lieutenant Governor, whilcheaflsas Speak- 
.er to the Senate, (hall receive for his fervices the fame com- 
penfation, which fliall for the fame period be allowed to the 
Speaker of the Houfe of keprefentatives, and no more ;' and 
during the time he adminifters the government as Governor, 
ihall receive the.f^me ;Compenfation which the Governor 
would have received and been entitled to, had he been employ, 
ed in the duties of his office. 

, Sect. 2u The Speaker pro tempore of the Senate, during 
the time he adminifters the government, (hall receive in like 
manner the fame compenfa'tion which the Govicmor would 
have received, had he been employed in the duties of his office. 

Sect. 22. If the Lieutenant Governor (hall be called upon 
..to adminifter the government, and (hall, while in fuchadmini- 
iiration, re(ign, die, or be abfent from the ftate during the re- 
cefs of the General A(rcmbly, it ftiall be the duty of the Se. 
cretary, for the time being, to conycne the Senate for thcpaiu 
pofc of choofing a Speal^er. 
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Sect, 2J. An Attorney General^ and* fcslHJtKer attornies 
far the commonwealth as may be necelTary, (hall be appointed^ 
whofe duty (hall be regulated by law. Attornies for the 
commonwealth for the (everal counties (hall be appointed by 
the refpeftive courts having jurifdi^ion therein. 

Sect. 24. A Secretary (hall be appointed and commiflioned 
during the term for which the Governor (hall have been elec- 
ted, if he (hall fo long behave himfelf well. He (hall keep a 
fair regifier^ and atteft all the'ofEcial aAs and proceedings of 
the Governor, and (hall, when required, lay the fame and all 
papers, minutes and vouchers relative thereto, before either 
Houfe of the General Aifembly, and (hall perform fuch other 
duties as mky be enjoined him by law. * 

SEtf. tj. Every bill which (hall have pa(red both Houfes 
fliall be prefented to the Governor; if he approve he (hall (ign 
it, but if not, he (hall return it with his objeftions to the 
Houfe in which it (hall have originated, who (hall enter the 
objedlions at large upon their journal, and proceed to recon- 
fiderit; if, after fuch reconfideration^ a majority of all thfc 
Members ^lefted to that Houfe (hall agree to pafs the bill, 
it (hall be fent, with the objedions, to the other Houfe, by 
Vhich it (hall like wife be cohddered, and if approved by a 
majority of all the Members eleded to that Houfe, it (hall 
lie a law; but in fuch cafes the votes of both Houfes (hall be 
determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the perfons 
'voting for, and againft the bill, (hall be entered on the jour- 
nal of each Houfe refpcftivcly ; if any bill (hall not be 
returned by the Governor, within ten day^ (Sundaya exi. 
cepted) after it (hall ha^e been prefented to him, it (hall be 
a law in liki^ manner as if he had (igned it, unlefs the Ge« 
'neral A(rembly by their adjournment prevent its return; in 
which cafe it (hall be a law, unlefs fent back withia three 
days after their next meeting. i 

Sect. 26. Every order, refolution or vote, to which the 
concurrence of both Houfes may be neceflfary, except on a 
queftion of adjournment, (hall be prefented to the <^orernoiS 
and before it (hall take e$eft, be approved by him ; or, being 
difapprov«d, (hall be Tepa(red by a majority of all the Mem* 
bers elefled *to both Houfes, according to the rules and limr 
*tatidhs prefcribed in cafe of a billi 
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SicT. * 7. -Con^rScd elef^iont for a Governor and Lieu- 
tenant Governor^ (hall be determined by a committee to be 
feleded from both Houfes of the General Aflembly^ and for. 
med and regulated in fucfa manner as (hall be dire^ed by law. 

Sect, 28. The freemen of this commonwealth (Negroes, 
Mulattoes and Indians excepted} (hall be armed and difcil 
plined for its defence* Thofe who coafciencioufly fcruple to 
bear arms, (hall not be compelled t» do foj bat fliall pay an 
equivalent for perfonal fervice. 

Sbct. 29. The commanding officers of the refped^ive regi- 
inents (hall appoint the regimental ttafE; Brigadier Generals 
their Brigade Majors ; Major Generals, their aids i and cap^ 
tains, the non comroi(rioncd officers of companies. 

Sbct. 30. A majority of the field officers and captains in 
each regiment, (hall nominate the commiffioned officers 19 
each company, who (hall be commiffioned- by the Governor: 
Provided that no nomination (hall be made, unlefs two ait 
Jeaft of the field officers are prefent; and when two or tootc 
perfons have an equal, and the higheft number of votes, the 
field i^cer prefent, who may be higheft in commiffion, (baQ 
decide the nomination. 

Sect. 31. Sherifl^ (hall b^ hereafter appointed in the fi»l. 
lowing manner :^-When the time qfa (heriff for any county 
saay be about to expire, the county court for the fame (ji 
jnajority of all its juftices being preient) (hall»in the mdnthi 
d£ September, Odober, or November next preceding thereto^, 
recommend to the Governor two proper perfons to fill the 
^ce, who are then juftices of the county court; and who (hall 
in fuch recommendation pay a juft regard tofenibrity in office 
jmd a regular rotation. One of the perfons fo recommended 
ihall be commiffioned by the Governor, avd flmll bold hii^ 
:^ffice for ti^o years, if he fo long behave well, and until n 
fuceedor be duly qualified. If the county court (hall omit tnr 
the months aforefaid to make fuch recommendation, the 
Governor (hall then nominate^ and by and with the advice 
And coofeot of the Senate, appoint a fit perfon to fill fuch offici^». 

■■ »■ n ■ ■ 

ARTICLE IV. 
Concerning the Judicial Departtmmt. 
. Section i. The judicial power of this common wealthy, 
both as to matters of law and e^^uity, (hall be veiled in one 
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/bpreme comt^ which (hall be ftiled the court of appeals^ and 
in fuch ioferior courts as the General Aflembly may from 
time to time eredi and eftabliih* 

Sect. 2. The court of appeals, except in cafes otherwife 
directed by this conftitution, (hall have appellate jurifditflion 
only 5 which ftiall be co-extenfivc with the ftate, under fuch 
xellri^ions and regulations, not repugnant to this conftitution^ 
as may from time to time be prefcribed by law. 

Sect. ji. The Judges, both of the fupreme and inferior 
cburts, fhall hold their offices during good behaviour; but for 
any r«afonable caufe which ihall not be fufficient ground ^ 
iin{fea<:hment, the Governor fhall remove any of them on the 
addrefs of two.thirds of each Houfc of the General Affembly : 
Provided however, that the caufe or caufes for which fuch 
removal may be required, fhall be ftated at length in fuch ad. 
drefs, and on the journal of each *Houfe» They (hall at flated 
times receive £br their feifvices an adequate compenfation to 
be fixed by law. 

Sect. 4. The Judges (hall, by virtue of their office, be 
confcrvators of the peace throughout the ftate. The ftilc of 
all procefs (hall be •* The comiwdJnwealth of Kentucky." All 
profecudons (hall be carried on in the name, and by the au- 
thority of the commonwealth of Kentucky, and conclude 
againft the peace and dignity of the fame* 

Sect. 5. There.(hail be eftablilhed in- each county, now 
or which may hereafter be ere^ed, within this common, 
wealth, a county court. 

Sbct. 6. A competent number of juftices of the peace (hall 
be appointed in each county ; they (hall be commiffioned du- 
ring good behaviour, but may be removed on convidion of 
mKbehaviour in office, or of any infamous crime, or on the 
addrefs of two.thirds of each Houfe of the General AiTembly : 
Provided however, that the caufe or caufes for which fuch 
removal may be required,. (hall be ftated at length in fuch 
addrefs and on the journal of each Houfe. J 

Sect. 7. The number of the juftices of the peace, to whichf 
the feveral counties in this commonwealth now eltabli(hcd, I 
or which may hereafter be eftabli(hed, ought to be entitle 
(hall from time to time be regulated by law. 

Sect. 8. When afurveyor, coroner^ or a juftice of the peace, 
(hall be needed in any county^ the county court for the fame. 



I majority of all its juftices concurring therein, (hall recom^- 
nendto the Governor two proper perfon« to fill the office^. 
)ne of whom he (hall appoint thereto: Provided however^* 
that if the county court (hall lor twelve months omit to make 
fuch recommendation, after being requeued by the Governor 
to recommend proper perfons,. he fhall thea nominate, and by* 
ind with the advice and confent of the Senate^ appoint a fit- 
perfon to fill foch office. 

Sect. 9^ When a new county (hall be ere^ed,^ a competent 
Qumber of juftices of the peace^a SheridTand Coroner therefor^ 
(kail be recommended to the Governor by a majority of all the 
Members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives^from the fenatorial 
diftrid or diftridis in which the county is fituaicd ;. and if 
rither of the perfons thus recomxuended (hall be rejeiAed by^ 
the Governor or the Senate, another pexfon (hall immediately^ 
be recommended at aforefaid* 

Sect., iq. Each court (hall appoint its own clerk> who* 
fhall hold his office dufing good behaviour;; but no perfoa 
hall be appointed clerk, only pro tempore^, who (hall not 
produce to the court appointing him a certificate froni' a majo- 
rity of the judges of the court of appeals^ that he had been 
examined by their clerk in their prefence, and under theii^ 
dir«^tton> and that they jud^e hino to be Well qualified to exe^ 
cute the office of clerk to any court of the fame dignity, with 
chat for which he offers himfelf. They fhall be removable 
For breach of good behaviour by the court of appeal^ only^ who^ 
hall be judges of the fad a» well as of the law. Two^ thirds> 
of the Members prefent mud: concHf in the fentence« 

Sbct. II* Ail cQmmidions (hall be in the name, and bf the 
authority of the ftate of Kentucky, and fealed with the ftate 
fcal, and ligned by the Governonr- 

SicT, 12. The ftate treafurer and printer or printers for 
the commonwealth^ fhall be appointed annually by the joint 
f ote of both Houfes of the General Afiembly : F)x>vided that, 
during the recefs of the fame^ the Governor (hall have power. 
CO fill vacancies whkh may happen in either, of the faid officer* 

ARTICLE V. 
Cancern'tng Imfeacbmetits. 
SicT. I. The Houfe of Reprefefttatives (haU have the fole 
)Qwer of impeaching. 
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SiCT. 2. All iinpeachments ft all be tried by tbe Senate : 
when fitting for that purpofc, the Senators (hall be upon oath 
or affirmation: No perfon (hall be convi^ed without the con« 
■currence of two thirds of ft he Members prefent. 

Sect. 3. The Governor and all civil officers (hall be liable 
to impeachment for any miTdemeanor in office; but judgment, 
in fi^h csifes, (hall not extend further than to removal from 
office, and difqualification to hold any office of honor, truft, 
or profit under this commonwealth^ but the party convi^ed 
Iball neverthelefs be liable and fubjed to indigent, trial, 
and puniihrnent according to law. 

ARTICLE yi. 
General Pro'vljions^ 

ScCTON I. Members of the General Aflembly, and ali 
officers, executive and judicial, before they enter upon the 
execution of their refpe^ive offices, (hall take the following 
oath or affirmation: ^^I do folemny fwear {or affirm as the 
cafe may be) that I will be faithful and true to the common, 
wealth of Kentucky, fo long as I continue a citizen thereof, 
and that I will faithfully execute to the beft of my abilities, 
the office of according to law.** 

Sect. 2. Treafon againft the commonwealth, Ihall confifb 
only in levying war againfl it, or in adhering to its enemies, 
|;iving them aid and comfort. No perfon fhall be convi^ed of 
treafon, \m\th on the teftimmy of two witnefies to the fame 
overt ad, or his own confeffion in open eourt. 

Ss c T« 3 . Every perfon fliall be difqualified from ferving at a 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Senator, or Reprefentativ^, 
for the term for which he fhall have been eleded, who (hall 
be oonvided of having given or offered any bribe or treat, 
to procure his eledion. 

SzCT. 4. Laws (hall be made to exclude from office and 
fiom fuffrage, thoie who Ihall thereafter be cotivifled of bri. 
bery, perjury, forgery, or other high crimes or mifdemeanors^ 
The privilege of free fuffrage ihall be fuj^rted by laws regu. 
lating eledions, and prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all 
undue influence thereoQ from power, bribery, tumult, or other 
Improper practices* 

Sect. 5. No money (hall be drawn from the treafufy, but 
in purfuance of appropriations made by law, nor (hall any ap. 
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propriations of money for the fupport of an army be made for 
a longer time than one year; and a regular flatement and ac- 
count of the receipts and expenditures of all public money^ 
(hall be publifhed annually* 

Sect. 6. The General Aflembly (hall dirt^ihf law in what 
manner^ and in what courts, fuits may be brought againft the 
commonwealth. 

Sect. 7. The manner of adminlftering an oath'or affirma. 
tion ihall be fuch as is moil confiilent with the confcience of 
the deponent, and ihall be efteemed by the General AiTembly 
the moft folemn appeal to God. 

Sect. 8. All laws, which on the firft day of June one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-two, were in force in the 
(late of Virginia, and which are of a general nature, and not 
local to that ftate, and not repugnant to this conflitution, 
nor to the laws which have been ena^ed by the Legiflatnre 
of this commonwealth, (hall be in force within this flate^ 
until they (hall be alteredorrepealedby the General AfTerobly. 

Sect. 9. The compaft with the ftate of Virginia, fubjeft 
to fuch alterations as may be made therein agreeably to the 
mode prefcribed by the faid compad^, (hall be confidered a3 
part of this conftitution. 

Sect. 10. It (hall be the duty of the General A(rembly to 
pafs fuch laws as (hall be nece(rary and proper to decide differ, 
cnces by arbitrators, to be appointed by the parties who may 
chufe that fummary mode of adjuftment. 

Sect, i i. All civil officers for the commonwealth at large, 
(hall refide within the (late, and all diftrid, county, or town 
officers, within their refpeftive diftridls, counties or towns 
(triiftees of towns excepted) and (hall keep their refpeftivc 
offices at fuch places therein, a^ may be required by law : 
and all militia officers (hall refide in the bounds of the diviiion^ 
brigade, regiment, battalion, or company to which they may 
feverally belong. 

Sect. 12. The Attorney General and other attornies for 
this commonwealth, who receive a fixed annual falary from 
the public treafury. Judges and Clerks of courts, Juftiees of 
the Peace, ^iirveyors of lands, and all cpmmiffioned militia 
officers, (hall hold their refpedlive offices during good beha- 
viour, and the continuance of their refpe^ive courts^ under 
the exceptions contained in this coqftitution. 
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Sect. 15. Abfeuce on tlie bufinefs of this ftate, or the 
United States, ihall not forfeit a refidence once obtained^ fo as 
to deprive any one of the right of fuffrage, or of being elec- 
ted or appointed to any office under this commonwealth^ un- 
der the excq>tions contained in this eonilitution. 

Sect. 14. It Ihall be the duty of the General Aflembly 
to regulate by law, in what cafes^ and what deduftion from 
the falaries of public officers fhall be made. Tor negled of duty 
in their official capacity. 

Sect. 15. Returns of all ele<flions for Governor, Lieute- 
nant Gorer-nor, and^Members of the General AiTembly, ftall 
be made to the Secretary for the time being. 

Sect. 16. In all eledions by the people, and alfo by the 
Senate and Houfe of Reprcfentatives, jointly or feparately, 
the vot€S fhall be p^rfonally and publicly given, viva voce. 

Sect. 17. No Member of Congrefs nor perfon holding or 
cxercifingany office of truft orpr(5it under the United States, 
or cither of them, or tinder any foreign power, ihall be eli- 
gible as a Member of the General Affembly of this common- 
wealth, or hold or exercife any office of truft or profit under 
the fame. 

Sect. i^. The General Aflfembly fhall direft by law how 
pcrfons, who now are or may hereafter become fecurities for 
public officers, may be relieved or difchaTged on account •£ 
fuch fecutityfliip, 

ARTICLE VIL 

Cottceming Sia'ves* 
Sect, i . The General Aflembly fhall hare no power to pafs 
lawg for the emancipation of flaves without the confent of 
their owners, or without paying their owners, previous to 
fuch emancipation, a full equivalent in money, for the flaves 
fo emancipated. They fhall have no power to prevent emi- 
grants to this ftate from bringing with them fuchperfons as 
are deemed flaves by the laws of any one of the United States, 
fo long as any perfon of the fame age or defcription fhall be 
continued in finery by the- laws of this ftate. They fhall 
pafs laws to permit the owners of flaves to emancipate them, 
faving the lights of creditors, and preventing them from be- 
coming a charge to any county in this commonwealth. They 
fhall have full power to prevent flaves being brought into this 
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ftate as merchandize. They (hall have full power to pre- 
vent any Haves being broDght into this (late from a foreign 
country, and to prevent thofe from being brought into this 
ilatf , who have been iince the firftslay of January, one thou- 
fand fevcn hundred eighty -nine, or may hereafter be im- 
ported into any of the United States from a foreign conntry. 
And they (hall have fall power to pafs fuch laws as may be 
nece(rary, to oblige the owners of (laves to treat them with 
humanity, to provide for them neceffary clothing and provi- 
{ion, to abftain from all injuries to them extending to life or 
limb, and in cafe of their negledl or refufal to comply with 
the direfiions of fuch laws, to have fuch Have or (laves fold 
for the benefit of their owner or owners* 

Sect. 2. In the profecuiion of (laves for felony, no in- 
queft by a grand jury Ihall be neceffary, but the proceedings 
in fuch profecutions (hall be regulated by law : except that 
the General Affembly (hall have no power to deprive them of 
the privilege of an impartial trial by a petit jury. 

ARTICLE VIIL 
The feat of government (hall continue in the town of 
Frankfort, until it (hall be removed by law : Provided how^ 
ever, that two-thirds of all the Members elefted to each 
Houfe of the General Affembly, (hall concur in the paflage 
of fuch law. 



ARTICLE IX. 
Mod^ of revifing the Conft'ttutton* 
When experience ftiall point out the neceffity of amending 
this conftitution, and when a majority of all the Members 
elefted to each Houfe of the General AfTembly, (hall within 
the firft twenty days of their ftatcd annual fedion, concur in 
pading a law for taking the fenfe of the good people of this 
commonwealth as to the neceflity and expediency of calling 
a convention, it (hall be the duty of thefeveral Sheriffs, and 
other returning officers, at the next general eleftion which 
ihall be held for Reprefentativcs, after the pa(rage of fuch 
law, to open a poll for, and make a return to the Secretary, 
for the time being, of the names of all thofe entitled to vote 
for Reprefentatives who have voted for calling a convention : 
and if thereupon it (hall appear that a majority of all the citi- 
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▼otcd for a convention, the General Aflembly (hall direft 
that a iimilar poll (hall be opened, and taken for the next 
year; and if thereupon it fhall appear, that a majority of all 
the citizens of this ftate entitled to vote for Reprefentatives, 
have Toted for a convention, the General Aflembly (hall at 
their next feffion call a convention, to confift of as many 
Members as there (hall be in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
and no more ; tb be chofen in the (zmt manner and propor- 
tion, at the fame pJaces, and at the fame time, that Repre- 
fentatives arc, by citizens entitled to vote for Reprefenta- 
tives; and to meet within three months after the faid elec- 
tion, for the purpofe of re-adopting, amending or changing 
this conftitution. But if it fhall appear by the vote of either 
year, as aforefaid, that a majority of all the citizens entitled 
to vote for Reprefentatives, did not vote for a convention, a 
convention fhall not be called. 



ARTICLE X. 
^hat the general y great and ejfent'tal prmc'ipUt of liberty and free 
government may he rec§gn'tzed and efablijhedy we declare, 

Sect, i. That all free men, when they form a focial 
coropaf^, are equal; and that no manor fet of men, are en. 
titled to exclufive, feparate, public emoluments or privileges, 
from the community, but in confideration of public fervices. 

Sect, 2. That all power is inherent in the people, and 
all free governments are founded on their authority, and in- 
ilituted for their peace, fafety and happinefs : For the ad- 
vancement of thefe ends, they have at all times an unalien- 
able and indefeafible right to alter, reform or abolifh their 
government, in fuch manner as they may think proper. 

Sect. 5. That all men have a natural and indefeafible 
right to worfhip . Almighty God according to the did^ates 
of their own confciences ; that no man (hall be compelled to 
attend, ere^, or fupport any place of worlhip, or to main- 
tain any minidry againft his confent ; that no human au- 
thority ought, in any cafe whatever, to controul or inter- 
fere with the rights of confcience ; and that no preference 
(hall ever be given by law, to any religious focieties or 
modes of wor(hip« 

Sect. 4. That the civil rights, privileges, or capacities 
of any citizen (hall in no wife; be diminifhed or enlarged 
on account of his religioxu 
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Sect. ^» That all eleflions Ihall be free and equal. 

Sect. 6. That the ancient mode of trial by jury IHall be 
held facred, and the right thereof remain inviolate. 

Sect. 7. That printing preffes (hall be free to every per- 
fbn who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the Le- 
gidature or any branch of government ; and no law (hall 
ever be made to reftrain the right thereof. The free com. 
munication of thoughts and opinions is one of the invaluable 
rights of man, and every citizen may freely fpeak, write 
and print on any fubje^> being refponfible for the abufe of 
that liberty. 

Sect. 8. In profecutions for the publication of pa|>ers in. 
Yeftigating the official condu^ of officers, or men in a public 
capacity, or where the matter publiihed is proper for public 
information, the truth thereof may be given in evidence, 
And in all indidments for libels, the jury fhall have a right 
to determine the law and the fa^s, under the diredtion of 
the court, as in other cafes. 

Sect. 9. That the people (hall be fecure in their perfons. 
houfes, papers and polfeffiont from unreafonable feizures and 
fearches ; and that no warrant to fearch any place or to feize 
any perfon or things, (hall ittat without defcribing them as 
nearly as may be, nor without probable caufe fupported by 
oath or affirmation. 

Sect. 10. That in all criminal profecutions, the accufed 
hath a right to be heard by himfelf and counfel ; to demand 
the nature and caufe of the accufa^on againft him, to meet 
the witnelTes face to face, to have compulfory procefs for ob- 
taining witnefTes in his favour ; and in profecutions by indict- 
ment or information, a fpeedy public trial, by an impartial 
jury of the vicinage ; that he cannot be compelled to give 
evidence again^ hiiufelf, nor can he be deprived of his life, 
liberty, or property, unlefs by the judgment of his peers, 
or the law of the land. 

Sect, i i. That no perfon (hall for any indi6lable offence 
be proceeded againft criminally by information, except in 
cafes arifing in the land or naval forces, or the militia when 
in aftual fervice, in time of war or public danger, by leave 
of the court for oppreifion or mifdemeanor in office. 

Sect. 12 No perfon fliall for the fame offence be twice 
put in jeopardy of his life or limb, nor (hall any man's property 
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be taken or applied to publtc ufe without the confent of his 
representatives, and without juft coropenfation being previ- 
oufly made to him*. 

Sect, i 3. That all courts (hall be open, and every perfon 
for an injury done him in his lands, goods, perfon or repu« 
tation, (hall have remedy by the due courfe of law ; and 
right and juflice adminiilered without fale, denial or delay* 
Sect. 14* That no power of fufpending laws (hall be ex. 
ercifed, unlefs by the Legidature or its authority. 

SicT. 15. That exceffive bail (hall not be required^ nor 
exceffive fines impofed, nor cruel puni(hments inflidled. 

Sect. 16. That all prifoners (hall be bailable by fufficient 
fecurities, unlefs for capital ofFencef, when the proof is evi« 
dent, or prefamption great ; and the privilege of the writ 
of habeas corpus, (hall not be fufpended, unlefs when in 
cafes of rebellion or invafion the public fafety may require it* 
Sect.- 17. That the perfon of a debtor, where there is 
not ftrong prefumption of fraud, (hall not be continued in 
prifon after delivering , up his eftate for the benefit of his cre« 
ditors, infuch manner as (hall be prefcribed by law. 

Sect. 18. That no expo(t fadolaw, nor any law impair^ 
ing contra^s, &all be made. 

Sect. 19. That no perfon (hall be attainted of treafon or 
felony by the Legiflature. 

Sect. 20. That no attainder (hall work corruption of 
blood, nor, except the during the^ life of the offender, for- 
feiture of eftate to the commonwealth. 

Sect. 2i« That the eftates of fuch perfons as (hall deftroy 
their own lives (hall defcend or ved as in cafe of natural deaths 
and if any perfon Qiall be killed by cafualty, there (hall be no 
forfeiture by reafon thereof* 

Sect. 22. That the citizens have a right in a peaceable 
manner to a(remble together for their common good, and to 
apply to tho(e invefted with the powers of government for 
redrefs of grievances, or other proper purpofes, by petitioui 
addrefs or remonftrance. 

Sect. 2j. That the rights of the citizens to bear armt 
in defence of themfelves and the ftate, (hall not be queiii. 
oned. 

Sect. 24.I That no (landing army (hall, in time of peace, 
be kept ujp without the confent of the Legiflaturei and the 

Z 2 



aSt CONSTITUTION OF 

military (hall in all cafesj and at all times, be in ftriA fub« 
ordination to the civil power. 

Sect. 25. That no foldier (hall, in time of peace, be qoar. 
tered in any lioufe without the confent of the owner, nor iD 
time of war, but in a manner to be prefcribed by law* 

Sect, i6. That the Legiflature (hall not grant any title 
df nobility or hereditary diftin^ion, nor create any office, 
the appointment to which (hall be for a longer term than dar- 
ing good behaviour. 

Sect. 27. That emigration from the f^ate (hall not be 
prohibited. 

Sect. 28. To guard againft tranfgreflions of the high 
powers which we have delegated, we declare, that ever/ 
thing in this article is excepted out of the general powers of 
government, and (hall forever remain inviolate ; and that all 
laws contrary thereto, or contrary to this conftitution, (hall 
be vofd* 



schedule: 

That no inconvenience may arife from the alterations and 
amendments made in the conftitution of this commonwealth, 
and in order to carry the fame into complete operation, it is 
hereby declared and ordained : 

Sect. !> That all laws of this commonwealth in force at 
the time of making the faid alterations and amendments, and 
not inconiiftent tMlrewith, and all rights, adions, profeca. 
tions, claims and'A>ntra£ts, as well of individuals as of bo- 
dies corporate, (hall continue as if the faid alterations and 
amendments had not been made. 

Sect. 2. That all officers now filling any office or appoint, 
xnent, (hall continue in the exercife of the duties of their re. 
(pedive offices or appointments for the terms therein expre(red> 
unlefs bj this conftitution it is otherwife direded. 

Sect. 5* The oaths of office herein direded to be taken, 
may be admit) iftered by any Juftice of the Peace, imtil the 
Legiflature (hall otherwife dired. 

Sect. 4. The General A(rembly, to be held in November 
next, (hall apportion the Reprefentatives and Senators, and lay 
o^ the ftate into fenatorial diftrids conformable to the regu- 
lations prefcribed by this conftitution. In fixing thofe ap. 
poTtionmcntSj and in cftabUihing thofe diftrids^ they (hall 
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take for thefir guide the enumeration direfted by-law ta be 
made in the prefent year, by the commiffioners of the tax,^ 
and fhe apportionments thus made, ihall* remain unaltered 
until the end of the ftated annual leifions of the General Af- 
fembly in the year eighteen hundred and three; 

Sect. 5* In order that no fnconvenience m-jy/arife from> 
the change made by this conflitution, in the time of holding 
the general eledion^ it is hereby ordained that the firft elec- 
tion forGovernoFj Lieutenant Governor, and Members of the 
Ocnera] Aflembly,.(hall commence on thefirft Monday in May 
in the year~ eighteen hundred. The perfons then eledted (hall 
continue in office during their feveral terms of fervice pre- 
Ifcribed by this conft^itution, and until the next general elec 
tion, which ihall beheld after their faid terms (hall hare re. 
^peftively expired. The returns for the faid firft eledion of 
Oovernor and Lieutenant Governor ihall^bemade to the Se- 
crctaryv within fifteen days from the day of^eledion^ who 
(hall, as foon as may be-, examine and count the fame in the 
prefence of at leaft two Judges of the Court of Appeals,, or 
DiflriA Courts, and ihall declare who are the perfons there, 
by duly eleded, and give them official notice of their ele^i. 
on : and if any perfons ihall be equal*and highefl on the pollj 
the faid Judges and^Secretaty (hall determine the eledion by 
lot. 

Sbct.^ 6i This conftittttion, except fo* much thereof as is 
therein otherwife direded; ihall not be im force, until the 
firft day of June in the year eigitteen Ktfndred ; on which 
<laynhe whole thereof (hall take full and complete effed* 

Done in Convention at Frankfort the feventeenth day of Ao- 
guft, one thonfand feven hundred and ninety.nine, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the 
twenty.fourth* 

ALlXAN]»lft S. BULLIT, P. C. 

Metahtrfr^m Jefferfim^ 

Bourioftk William Griffith^ 

John Allen, Nathaniel Rogers* 

Charles Smith, Bracking 

Robert Willmot^ ' Philip Buckneit 

James Dimca% 
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NORTH-WESTERN TERRITORY. 

^x ORDINANCE /or the Government of the Territory of the 
United Statet Norih'iveji of the^ River Ohio, 

BE it ordained hy. the United States In Congre/s ajfemhleiy 
That the faid territory^, for the purpofes of temporary 
government^ be one diftridl; fubjeft, however^ to be divided 
into two di(ltids>. as future circumftances may, in the opi- 
nion of Congrefs^ make it expedient. 

Be tt ordaimd By tht authority afore/aid^ That the eftates 
both of reiident and non-relident proprietors in the faid terri. 
tory, dying iRteitate^ ihall defcend to^ and be diftributed a. 
mong their children, and the defcendants of a deceafed child, 
in equal parts ; the defcendants of a deceafed ichild or grand, 
child, to take the ihare of their deceased parent in equal 
parts among them : And where there (hall be no children or 
defcendants, then io equal parts to the next of kin, in equal 
degree; and among coltaterals, the children of a deceafed 
brother or fiftcr of the inteftate, fhall have in equal parts a. 
mong them their deceafed parents fhare; and there (hall in no 
cafe be a diftindion between kindred of the whole and half 
blood ; faying in all cafes to the widow of the inte{late> her 
third part of the real eftate for life, and one tbird part of the 
perfonal eftate ; and this law relative to defcents and dower, 
fhall remain in full force until altered by the legidature of the 
diftri^. And until the Governor and Judges (hall adopt law» 
as hereinafter mentioned, eftates in the faid territory may 
bedevifed or bequeathed by wills in writing, (igned and feal- 
ed by him or her in whom the eftate may be (being of full age)^ 
and atteftedby three witne(res; and real eftates may be con^ 
veyed by leafe a nd releafe, or bargain and fale, ffgned, feal. 
cd and delivered by the perfon being of fall age, in whom 
the eftate may be, and attefted by two witneSes, provided 
fuch wills he duly proved, and fuch conveyances be acknow- 
ledged, or the execution thereof duly proved, and berecordecT. 
within one year after proper magiftrates, courts, and^ regifters 
(hall be appointed for that purpofe; and perfonal property may 
be transferred by delivery ; faving, however' to the Frenciv 
and Canadian inhabitants, and other fettkrs^of the Ka(ka(kie9> 
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Saint Vincent's, and the neighbouring villages, who have 
heretofore profeiTed themfelves citizens of Virginia, their 
laws and cuiloms now in force among them, relatire .to the 
defcent and conveyance of property. 

Be it ordAtned by the authority afore/aid^ That there fliall 
be appointed, from time to time, by Congrefs, a Governor, 
whofe commiflion (hall continue in force for the term of three 
years, unlefs fooncr revoked by Congrefs : he (hall refide in 
the diilri^, and have a freehold eftate therein, in one thou- 
fand acres of land, while in the exercife of his office. 

There (hall be appointed from time to time, by Congrefs a 
Secretary, whofe commiflion ihall continue in force for four 
years, unlefs fooner revoked \ he fhall refide in the diftri^,. 
and have a freehold eftate therein, in five hundred acres of 
land, while in the exercife of his office : it (hall be his duty to 
keep and preferve the a^s and laws paiTed by the Legi(lature> 
and the public records of the diftridl, and the proceedings of 
the Governor in his Executive Department ; and tranfmit 
authentic copies of fuch adls and proceedings, every fix 
months, to the Secretary of Congrefs : There (hall alfo be 
appointed a court to confift of three Judges, any two of 
whom to form a court, who (hall have a common law jurif. 
di^ion, and re(ide in the diftrift, and have each therein a 
freehold eftate in five hundred acres of land, while in the 
exercife of their offices ; and their commiffions (hall continue 
in force during good behaviour. 

The Governor and Judges, or a majority of them* (hall 
adopt and publi(h in the diftrid, fuch laws of the original 
ftates, criminal and civil, as piay be neceflary, and beft fuit- 
ed to the circumftances of the diftrift, and report them ta 
Congrefs from time to time ; which laws (hall be in force \n 
the diftriA until the organization of the General A(rembly 
therein, unlefs difapproved of by Congrefs ; but afterwards 
the Legidature (hall have authority to alter them as they (hall 
think fit. 

The Governor for the time being, (hall be Commander in 
Chief of the militia, appoint and commifiiQn all officers in 
the fame, below the rank of general officers ; all general of. 
ficers (hall be appointed and commi(Goned by Congrefs. 

Previous to the organization of the General AlTembly. the 
Governor (hall appoint fuch Magiftrates and other civil offi« 
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cers, ixi each county or townfhip, as he (hall find neceflary 
for the prefervation of the peace and good order in the fame : 
After the General AiTembly Ihall be organized, the powers 
and duties of Magifl rates and other civil officers fhall be re- 
gulated and defined by the faid AiTembly s but all Magiftrates 
and other civil officers not herein otherwife diredled^ (hall^ 
during the continuance of this temporary governmenti be ap-i 
pointed by the Governor, 

For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be 
adopted or made (hall have force in all parts of the diftridl, 
and for the execution of procefs, criminal and civil, the Go- 
vernor (hall make proper diviiions thereof: and he (hall pro- 
ceed, from time to time, as circumftances may require,' to lay 
out the parts of the diilridl in which the Indian titles (hall 
have been extinguKhed, into counties and townihips, fubjeft 
however, to fuch alterations as may thereafter be made by 
the Legiflature* 

So foon as there ihall be five thoufand free male inhabi* 
tants, of full age, in the diftrid), upon giving proof thereof 
to the Governor, they (hall receive authority, with time and 
place, to eled Reprefentatives from their counties or town- 
fhips, to reprefent them in the General AiTembly ; provided 
that for ever}' five hundred free male inhabitants, there (hall 
be one Reprefentative, and fo on progrefiively with the num- 
ber of free male inhabitants (hall the right of reprefentation 
increafe, until the number of Reprefentatives (hall amount to 
twenty -five; after which the number and proportion of Re- 
prefentatives (hall be regulated by the Legiflature : Provided 
that no perfon be eligible or qualified to a^ as a Reprefenta- 
tive, unlefs he (hall have been a citizen of one of the United 
States three years, and be a refident in the didridl, or unlefs 
he (hall have refided in the diftrid three years ; and in either 
cafe, (hall like wife hold in his own right, in fee fimple, two 
hundred acres of land within the fame: Provided alfo, that 
a freehold in fifty acres of land in the didridl, having been a 
citizen of one of the dates, and being refident in the diftrid^, 
or the like freehold, and two years refidence in the diftrift 
ihall be neceiTary to qualify a man as an ele^or of a Repre- 
fentative. 

The Reprefentatives thus eleded, (hall ferve for the term of 
two years ; and in cafe of the death of a Reprefentative^ oj 
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removal from office, the Governor (hall iflue a writ to the 
county or townfhip, for which he was a member, to ekdl ano- 
ther in his ftead, to ferve for the refidue of the term. 

The General AfTembly, or Legiflature, ihall confift of the 
Governor, Legiflative Council, and a Houfe of Reprefenta- 
ttves* The Legiflative Council (hall confift of five Mem- 
bers, to continue in office five years, unlefs fooner removed 
by Congrcfs ; any three of whom to be a quorum : And the 
Members of the Council (hall be nominated and appointed in 
the following manner, to wit: As foon as Reprefentatives 
(hall be eleded, the Governor (hall appoint a time and plac-e 
for them to meet together, and when met, they (hall nomi- 
nate ten perfons, refidents in the diftri^, and each poflfefledof a 
freehold in five hundred acres of land, and return their names 
to Congrefs; five of whom Congrefs (hall appoint and com- 
miffion to ferve as aforefaid ; and whenever a vacancy (hall 
happen in the Council, by death or removal from office, the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall nominate two perfons, quali- 
fied as aforefaid for each vacancy^ and return their names to 
Congrefs; one of whom, Congrefs (hall appoint-and commiffion 
for the refidue of the term. And every five years, four months 
at leaft before the expiration of the time of fervice of the 
Members of Council, thefaid Houfe (hall nominate ten perfons, 
qualified as aforefaid^ and return their names to Congrefs ; 
five of whom Congrefs (hall appoint and commiffion to ferve 
as Members of the Council five years, unlefs fooner removed. 
And the Governor, Legiflative Council, and Houfe of Re- 
prefentatires, (hall have authority to make laws, in all cafes, 
ibr the good government of the diftrift, not repugnant to tlm 
prirciples and articles in this ordinance eftaUifhed and de« 
clared. Atid all bills having pa(red by a majority in the 
Houfe, and by a majority in the Council, (hall be referred to 
the Governor for his affent ; but no bill or legiflative adl 
whatever, ' Ihall be of any force without his a(rent. The Go- 
vernor (hall have power to convene, prorogue and diffolve the 
General AfTembly, when in his opinion it (hall be expedient. 

The Governor, Judges, Legiflative Council, Secretary 
and fuch other officers as Congrefs (hall appoint in the dif- 
tri^, (hall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity, and of 
office ; the Governor before iht Prefident of Congrefs, and all 
other officers by the Governor. As foon as a Legiflature (hall 
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b«. formed in the diftrift, the Council and Houfe aflcmbled, 
in one room^ (hall have authority, by joint ballot, to cleft 
a delegate to Congrefs,. who Ihall have a feat in Congtefs, 
with a right of debating^ but not of voting, during this tem- 
porary government. 

And for extending the fundamental principles of civil and 
religious liberty, whieh form the bafis whereon thefe repub- 
lics, their laws and conftitutions are eredled ; to fix and eda- 
bli(h thofe principles as the bafis of all laws, conflitutions 
and: governments, which forever hereafter (hall be formed in 
the faid territory : to provide alfo for the eftablifhment of 
ftatesj and permanent government therein, and for their ad. 
miffion to a (hare in the federal councils, oil an equal footing 
with the original (lates, at as early periods, as may be con-. 
fiflent with the general intereft : 

*// is hereby ordained and declared, by the authority aforefazdy 
That the following articles (hall be confidered as articles of 
compaft between the original flates, and the people and dates 
in the faid territory, and forever remain unalterable, unlefs 
by common confent, to wit : 

ARTICLE I; 
No perfon demeaning him(elf in a peaceable and order])r 
manner, (hall ever be molefted on account of his mode of 
worihipor religious fentiments, in the faid territory. 

ARTICLE 11. 
The inhabitants of the faid territory, (hall always be tn*. 
titled to the bepefits of the writ of habeas corpus, and of the 
trial by jury; of a proportionate reprefentation of the peo- 
ple in the Legiflature^. and of judicial proceedings according 
to the courfe of the.common law.. All perfons (hall be bail- 
able, unlefs for ^capital offence^,, where the proof (hall be 
evident, or the prefumption great-.. All, fines (hall be mode-, 
xate ; and no cruel or unufual puni(hments (hall be inflidled. 
No roan fhall be deprived of his liberty or. propcj-ty, but by 
the judgment of his peers, or the law off the land ; and ftould 
the public exigencies make it nece(rary, for the common pre- 
fer vation, to take any perfon's property, or te demand his 
particular fervices, full compenfation (hall be made for the 
Came., And in the. juft prefervation of rights and property. 
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it IS undcrftood and declared, that no law ought trtt to be 
madci or have force in the faid territory, that fhall in any 
manner whatever interfere with, or affedl private contradla 
or engagenaentSj bona fide, and without fraud previoufly^ 
formed. 



ARTICLE III. 
Religioni morality, and knowledge, being neccflary to 
good government and the happinefs of mankind, fchools, and 
the means of education, (hall forever be encouraged. The 
utmoft good faRh (hall always be obferved towards the Indi. 
ans ; their lands and property (hall never be taken from them 
without their confent ; and in their property, rights and liberty » 
they never (hall be invaded ordifturbed, unlefs in juft and law- 
ful wars authorized by Congrefs; but laws founded in juftice 
and humanity, (hall from time tortime be made, for prevent, 
ing wrongs being done to them, and for prefer ving peace and 
friendfhip with ihem. 

ARTICLE IV. 
The faid territory, and the dates which may be form, 
ed therein, (hall forever remain a part of this confederacy of 
the United States of America, fubjed^ to the articles of con- 
federation, and to fuch alterations therein, as (ball be conili. 
tutionally made; and to all the adls and ordinances of the 
United States in Congrefs a(rembled, conformable thereto. 
The inhabitants and fettlers in the faid territory, (hall be 
fubjedt to pay a part of the federal debts, contrad^ed or to be 
contradled, and a proportional part of theexpenfes of govern- 
ment, to be apportioned on them by Congrefs, according to 
the fame common rule and me afure, by which apportionments 
thereof (hall be made on the other (lates; and the taxes for 
paying their proportion, (hall be laid and levied by the au- 
thority and dircdlion of the legiflatures of the diftridt or dif- 
trids or new (lates, as in the original ftates, within the 
time agreed upon by the United Stares in Congrefs a(rembled^ 
The legiflatures of thofediftrids or new ftates, (hall never in- 
terfere with the primary difpofal of the foil by the United 
States in Congrefs affembled, nor with any regulations Con- 
erefs may (ind ncccffary for fecuring the title in fuch foil to the 
ioga fide purchafers. No tax (hall be impofed on lands the pro. 
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proprietors be taxed higher than rcfidentSr TRq navigable 
waters leading into the Miiliflippi and St. Lawrence, and ^he 
carrying places between the fame, ih^ll be common highways, 
and forever free^^ as well to the inhabitants of the faid 
territory, as to the citizens of the United States, aod thof& 
of aR7--other dates that may be admitted into the confedera-^ 
cy, without any tax, impoft, pr duty therefor. 

ARTICLE V. 
There fliall be formed in the faid territory,, not lefs than* 
three, nor more than five -dates; and the boundaries of the 
Hates, as foon as Virginia (hall alter her a^ of ceffion, and 
confent to the fame,, fhall become fixed and eflablifhedas fol-- 
lows> to wit : The weftern ftate in the faid territory, (hall' 
be bounded by the Miffiflippi, the Ohio, and Wabalh H- 
vers ; a dired line drawn from the Wabafh and Poft Vincents* 
due north to the territorial line between the United States 
and Canada; and by th« faid teiTitcxi^ line to the lake of 
the Woods and MiifiiUppi. The middle flate ihall be bound*- 
ed by the faid diredl line, the Wabalh from Poft Vincents to^ 
the Ohio; by the Ohio, by a diredl line drawn due north 
from the mouth of the Great Miami, to the faid terroria^ 
line, and by the faid territorial line. Theeaftern flate ftialt 
be bounded by the laft mentioned diredl line, the Ohio, Fenn* 
fylvania, and the faid territorialline: Provided however^ 
and it is further underflood and declared, that the boundaries 
of thefe three ftates, fhall befubjeft fo far to be altered, that 
if Congrefs ihall hereafter find it expedient, they (hall have- 
authority to form one or two dates in that part of the faid ter. 
ritory which lies north of an eail and weft line drawn through 
the foutherly bend or extreme of lake Michigan, And when^ 
ever any of the faid ftates, (hall have fixty thoufand freein« 
habitants therein, fuch ftate (hall be admitted,^ by its dele« 
gates, into the Congrefs of the United States, on an equal 
footing with the original ftates, in all refpe^s whatever; and 
ftiall be at liberty to form a permanent conftitution and ftate 
gbvernment : Provided the conftitution and government fo to 
be formed, (hall be republican, and in conformity to the prin- 
ciples contained in thefe articles ; and fo far as it can be confift. 
ent with the general in tereft of the confederacy, fuch admif- 
iion Ihall be allowed at an earlier period, and when there may 



r,i. AN-ACT.&c. 

ARTICLE VI. 
There fluU be neither flayery nor inTolunury f"^""* 'f. ** ^"^^ 
^„Jv atherwife than in puniftment of crunc«, whereof the party IhaU 
w^i^dSr c^^ae/: Provided dway^ that «.y perfon rfcapmg 
^7 .iT^me fro^ whom Ubow or ftrvice i. lawfiiUy claimed m any 
ato *« ^'.J^^f^foA fiigiUre may be lawfiiUy reclaimed, and 
"•^^to th'Sf^cUimSt^orherllbour orfervicea-aforefa^^ 

fa «fc ««r ./ »ur Lord .« tbo^fand fiven bunirtd and tigityfioe,-, W 
CkAKin TbomWJI. Sttrtttry. 



AN ACT «. /rwi&yir <i, G««r»»arf ./ *»« T^rritir, •u^^'«^ <>r 

tk Xivtt Ohio. „ . J t, i-. 

WHITREAS in order that the ordinance of the United States A 
C^Sfo S-eSkd, for the government rf Ae territory north- 
weft of SeEohio, may continue to have full effea, it « requifite Aa^ 
Te^^ p*S. ftoJld be made, fo a. to adapt the^ame to the prefent 
,onffit«tion<rftheUmted^a«-^ ^^,^^^^ ^^^ 

SstTWN- I. * •*r^ 1 f, J, affmbM. That in all cafe, m 

Ot UnHcd Statu if Amnuy " j'fTf' -g™ i» to be civen, wcommu- 
whichbythel»dor^.«ce^ymo™at»n..t^beg ^, ^ ^^^ 

Bication made by the ^T?™^ °' Z^of their oSacers, it ftall be the 
States in Cong^/' f ^^.^ °'^^ S W~^ati«i and t. make fuch- 
A.tyof thefod G0vern«»^pvej^ g^^ andthePrefident. 

commomcation to the ^«7*;,u X^ad^e and confent of the Senate, 
fcall nominate, and by ^^T"* ^ Ordinance w<re te have been, 
toll appoint all offic««, wbA by ^^^^^^^ ^i, rfi officers 

appointed by the ""^^So^ed hTwm: and in all cafes where the 
fc appointed. ¥'^J^^^T^^,m^zVt^r!i^tiiA<>t{^^^, re. 

^'^*"* ^''ZTffloro^i^WfromW^ffi^ ♦!« P««<»f ' ••'^''"' 

•roke any commifflon ?^«m.v ' j ^l removal. 

declared to t*'' *e /toe pow«^of j^ca ^ ^^ ^^^ 

i"T^*' olle^irl^ e^^ *e «-"-' ^' the faid^territoi^. 
Mfignalion, »' "'"^^ry,.*. ._ j Ve fa hereby authorized and required' 
Uve Secretanrth^erfAaUbe^andhe^ ,UthI'd«ie. of the Gove^or, 

*.ri?g*:t1^cyC'Son.d^the removal, refignatio- or necei&ry 

rtfence of the f^^^^'^ AUGUffTirS MUHLENBERG. 

'~=^ Si^ai^ of the Houfi of Reprefatattva. 

TOHN ADAMS, rUe-PriJidtnt of ibe Unittd Stataf 
•" ai>d Prtfidmt of tbe Senatt. 

'^'*'**'g10R^e'vS^H&0N. freja^ntoftb. UnMSMu. 
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